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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, EARL TUPPER, a ¢itizen
of the United States, residing at Cleveland,
in the county of Cuyahoga and State of Ohio,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Key-Guards, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in the construction of
key-guards of that character especially de-
signed to be used in connection with a key
when the latter is in place within the lock
for the purpose of securing said key, in order
to prevent its being turned by “nippers” in-
serted in the key-hole from the outside of the
door.

The invention consists in the peculiar con-
struction of the device, all as more fully here-
inafter described and claimed.

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the
application of my device as securing the key
within a door-lock. TFig. 2 is a perspective
view with the device detached. Tig. 3 isa
central vertical section on the line z  in Fig.
2; and Fig. 4 is a similar view on the line z z,
same figure.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, A represents a
suitable sheet-metal plate of any approved
form. In the central portion of this plate is
formed a slot B, and intersecting said slot at
right angles thereto is a depression or well C.

D represent threaded bolts that are tapped
through the plate A near its opposite ends
and are provided upon their outer ends with
the milled heads D’, by means of which said
bolts may be turned, and upon their inner
ends a button or plate E is swiveled, the faces
of which should preferably be provided with

some elastic material to prevent them from
marring the door with which they come in con-
tact in the operation of the device.

In practice, after the key is turned to lock
the door, the plate is engaged with the head
of the key I, as shown in Tig. 1, and the
threaded bolts are then turned up against the
door, thus causing the plate to recede there-
from and firmly lock the key-head in the re-
cess or well C of the plate A, where it is
held against the possibility of Dbeing turned
by nippers or other tools inserted through the
key-hole from the opposite side of the door.

Thedevice will not be cumbersome, and can
easily be carried in the pocket or valise by the
traveling public and will be found very use-
ful in locking their doors against intrusion.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. In a device of the character described, a
plate provided with a central slot, a depres-
sion in said plate at the inner end of said slot
and at right angles thereto, and threaded
bolts passing through said plate, whereby the
bow of a key may be retained in said depres-
sion, substantially as and for the purposes
herein deseribed.

2. In a device of the character deseribed,
the combination of the plate A, provided with
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the slot B, depression C, and the threaded -

bolts D, having swiveled buttons E upon their
inner ends, the parts being constructed, ar-
ranged, and operated substantially in the
manner and for the purposes set forth.
Intestimony whereof L affix my signature, in
presence of two witnesses, this 28th day of No-
vember, 1890.
EARL TUPPER.
Witnesses:
I1. 8. SPRAGUE,
ITARRY T.. VaAIL.
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