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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Perer C. Ickes, a
citizen of the United States. residing at
Chanute, in the county of Neosho and State
of Kansas. have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Collapsible Crates,
of whlch the following is a specification.

My invention velates to improvements in
collapsible crates.

The object of my invention is to provide
a collapsible crate which may - be extended
or collapsed so as to form, in’ effect, two
crates or boxes of different capacity.

My invention is particularly adapted in
its extended form for the shipment of eggs,
anrd in its collapsed condition it forms a
box of suflicient capacity to contain the fillers
in which the eges are shipped.

A further object of my invention is to
provide a crate of novel construetion, which
is cheap to manufacture, is strong and dura-
ble and which may be easily and securely
fastened in the expanded or collapsed .con-
dition.

The novel features of my invention are
hereinafter fully described and claimed.

. In the accompanying drawings. which il-
lustrate the preferred embodiment of my
invention,

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
])1'0\ed crate. shown partly collapsed. the
partition and cover being removed.

Fig. 2 is & perspectl\e view of the parti-
tion.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the cover.

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of
the crate shown coll‘xp\ed and in locked con-
dition ready for shipment. :

Fig. 5 is a l()nrrltnqul vertical sectional
view of the crate in the locked expanded po-
sition,

Fig. 6isa horizontal sectional view on the
line 6—6 of Fig. 5, the cover being removed.

Tig. 7 is a vertical sectional view on the
line 4——7 of Fig. 5. Fig. 8 is an enlarged
horizontal sectional view of a portion of one

“of the flanges of the bottom member.

Similar reference char acters designate
similar parts in the different views.

1 designates a bottom member provided
with upwardly extending edge ﬁan«res 2. to
which are 1e\pe(‘t1\ ely hmded two pairs of
side members 3 and £, which are adapted to
be swung from the upright position shown
in Flg‘. 3 to the collapsed position shown in

Fig. 4

For locking the side inembers together in
the upright position, each side member 4 is
provided at opposite side edges with tubular
portions 5 which are adapted to respectively
be disposed between and in vertical aline-
ment with tubular pertions 6, two of ‘which
ars provided spaced apart from each other
and in longitudinal alinement with esch
other, at each stde edge of each side member
3 adjacent to the frez edge thereof.

When the side members 3 and 4 are in
the up110ht position, shown in Figs. 5, €
and 7, securing devices, such as nails or pins
7 mav be respectively ‘inserted through the
alined tubular portions 5 and 6 so as to re-
leasably lock the side members 3 to'the side
members +. Upon withdrawing the pins or
nails 7 from the tubular portions 5 and 6,
the side members 3 and 4 may be swung to
the collapsed position npon the bottom mem-
ber 1. as shown in Fig. 4.

A cover 8§, shown inverted in Fig. 3,
is provided with downwardly extending
flanges 9 which are adapted to embrace re-

spectively the members 3 and 4, when the-
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latter are in the upright position shown in . .

Figs. 3 and 7.- When the cover 8 is thus dis-

posed it will be over the nails or pins 7 and...

will prevent their accidental withdrawal
from the tubular portions 3 and 6.

.85

Tn order that the cover 8 may be releasa-. .

by secured to the side members 3 and 4. two
oppositely disposed flanges 9 of the cover
are provided each with a pair of openings
10. which are adapted to respectively regis-
ter with openings 11, a pair of whieh is pro-
vided in each of the side members 4 adja-
cent to the upper edge thereof. When the
cover is mounted on the &1de members 3 and
4. as shown in Figs. 5 and 7. pieces of.
12 may be looped through ’rhe pairs of “open-
ings 10 and 11, which are in register. with
edch other and the ends of the wires twisted
together as shown in Fig. 3.

Upon removing the wires 12, the cover 8
may be 1‘emo\'ed following w hich the pins
or nails 7 may be withdrawn and the sides
3 and 4 swung to the vollapsed. -position
shown in Fig. ~L after which the cover 8
may be shpped over the flanges 2 of the
bottom member 1, the parts so disposed
forming a shallow box which is adapted
to contain ege fillers or other articles or
material, not shown.

For locking the cover & to the botiom
niember 1,. opposxtze flanges 2 of the latter
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are eqch provided with twe openings 13
which are adapted to register respectively
with the openings 10 of the cover. Through
the openings 10 and 13 may be looped re-
spectively pieces of wire 12. Tig. 4, the ends
of the wires being twisted together, so as
to secure the cover to the bottom member
in the same manner as the cover is secured
to the side members 3 and 4.

For the purpose of dividing the crate
into two compartments, when desned I pro-
vide a partition 14, shown in Fig. ;, opPo-

. site longitudinal edges of which are provided

15

with lateral flan ges 15 adapted to shide into
suitable vertical guides provided in the

. flanges 2 of the bottom member 1 and on
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the 1nner sides respectively of the side mew-
bers 8. The guides in the bottom member
may be formed as follows:—In each of the
ﬂanoes 2 to which a member 3 is hinged,
thers is punched inwardly a right- ‘mtfled
tongue 16, see Fig. 8, which is adapted t6
be slidably enoaoed by the adjacent flange
15 of the },‘utx‘clon 1£. Below and a little
at one side of the tongue 16 there is punched
inwardly from the ﬁange 2 a straight tongue
17, which' is adapted to slidably engage the
side' of the paltltlon 4 opposite the said

. flange 15.

Each of theb side members 8 adjacent to

“jts-upper edge is provided with an inwardly
‘extending right-angled tongue 18, similar
-to the’ tonoue 16, r1nd below and at one side

of the toncrue 18 is an inwardly extending

‘straloht tonoue 19, similar to the tongue 14

~TWhen the side membus 3 are in the up-
rlght position, shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the
tongues 18 and 19 will be respectiv eljy in
vertical alinement with the tongues 16 and
17, so that the flanges 15 of the partition

* 14 may be slid downwalcll} into locked en-

gagement with the tongues 18 and 16, the
opposn:e side of the partition 14 being ‘slid-
abl;y cnwaged with the tongue 17 and 19,

1,230,830

The partition 14, in addﬂﬂon to 1tq fune-
tion of dividing the erate into two compart-
ments, also serves as.a brace. : Being ex-
tended into the box-shaped bottom member
1, 1t is securely held thereby, and thus holds
the side members 3 against any tendency to
swing in either direction from the uprlght
pcsmon

I do not limit my 1nvent10n to the struc-
ture shown and deseribed, as modifications,
within- the scope- of the appended. claim,
may be made without departing from the
spirit of my inv ention. :

What I claim is:— .- Lt

A collapsible crate compnsmcr a bottom
member having two end ﬁJDO(’b provided
each with two holes. thelethloUOh closely
adjacent to each other, side embers hinged
to said bottom member so as to ;be swung
from an upright to a collapsed posmon,
two opposite side members being hinged
respectively to said flanges and prov1ded

each with two holes the1ethrouo'h releas-
able means for locking the side members
in the upright 1)0%1t10n, and a cover Ppro-
vided with two end flanges adapted to:- em-
brace the flanges of the bottom member-and
-the two adJacent side members, each ‘end
flange of the cover having two: holes there-
through adapted to register respectively
with the holes in the ad]acent side member
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when the latter is in the upright position, -

and adapted to register respectively with
the holes in the fld]dcent end flange ‘of the
bottom member when the latter is embrfxced
by the cover, whereby a short flexible secur-
ing device may be 1nse1ted through' each
set of holes w hlch are in register Wlth each
other for securing the cover to the 31de
members or to the bottom member.

In testimony whereof I have s1gned my
name to this spec1ﬁc<1t1on

PETER C. ICKES.

(}opies of this patent may be obtamed for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of I’atents,

Washington, D

c”
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