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UNITED sTATEs - 1636838 
PATENT oFFIcE. 

?ATHIAs F. BosER,oFDETBorT,?ToHIGAx. 
COLLAP8IBLE HAND BAG? 

Application fled April 15,1925,8erial No.23231. 

My invention relates to_a new and useful improvementin a colapsible hand bag and 
has forits object,the provision of a hand 
bag which may be folded into 8 compact 
form,toprovide &portfolio,so arranged and 
constructed asto be durable inits structure, 
economicalinits manufagture,easily moyed 

° intoits various forms andsecurely locked in 
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the various formsto which moved. 
Another object of the invention.is the 

provision of a *and.bag of this glas.h?v- 
ing a detachable folio packet adapted for 
use,as,a renforeing bofton,*nd ? with faps for,retaining the hand bag in 
distended position. - - 
Another objegt of theinventionis the pro 

vision of a hand bag collapsible in the man 
ner deserbed.and adapted forfoldinginto * pl?ality.of shapes so as to.provide.a 
hand-bag of various sizes according to the 
uses of the user. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the combina 

tion and arrangements of parts hereinafter 
described and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood 

fromareference to theacep*panyingdraw 
ings.whigh form a part of the specification 
and in which, ? 
Fig,1.is a perspective view of the inven 

tionin distended form,with the cover flap 
Fig,2 is a fragmentary perspective view 

of the invention showing its use as a low 
hand bag, * • 
Fig.3 is?fragmentaryperspectye yiew 

of the inventionin.closed position,illustrat 
inga larger hand bag, 8 
Fig?is? Perspective yiew of theinven 

tion folded into a compact form,to provide 
a portfolio, - 
Fig.5is a sectional.yiew taken on sub… 

stantially line 5?5 of Fig,4, - 
Fig.6is a perspective view of the detach 

ablepagket device, - - 
Fig.7 is a fragmentary perspective view 

ofthe b?gwith parts removed, * 
Fig 8?is a peopective view with parts 

broken away,illustrating the retainin 
means for retaining the bag in distended 
form, · - ? 

Fig,9_is a perspective view of theinven 
tion?olded toprovide a portfolio showing 
it?open position,,, - 
Fig,10is a perspectiveview of a locking 

device used in the invention,, 

*g·!1.8 *fr"gmentaryperspectiveview 
9f a?einforcinglocking device?üseá?? 
invention, - - 

*.13? asectionalviewtakenonsub *ialy ine 12?12 of Fig.11,ninverà 
po*ion, ? 
.Fig,13is ? side elevational Y?9f * nodifed form 6f locking? 
W* parts.in section,, - 
*.4* asectioial_view taken onsub st?ialy me 14—14 of Fig 13, 
Fig,15 is a ? sectional view ilustratinga modifedformfofie retaining 

m*s ?9rthe distending flaps, 
*g.16 is a funer modifedform ofthe 

re?nin?neansillustratedin Fig15 
Fig,17is a ? side élevational vieyofthejoints 

Section. 
4s shown.in the drawing,the invention 99*Prises a ha?d-baghavingafronówai?@ 

andarear_wal 20,to whiefat?lef? 99Ye?fap21. Endwals22and23?o? 
vid*,*ch ofwhighisadapted fórfü ing 
?tne lines?4,24? 25,25?26,267??? *gmaybemadefonleatie?as?oW 
* *ig5.an@ provided witha lining28. If desire,theiming28maybe dispensedwith, 
*990rqngto thetastes 6f the furoh?eró? 
*nu?cturer,Asshownin Fg,1,there? e*ng along the upperedg?ofheeni 
Yal23, reinforcing?6d29, ? BIl B?? 
largement 80 at one?end thereof,Which is 
pivotaly connected to an enlargement 31, *ormedon the reinforeingrod32?heseroë be*gpositionedinsleevesformeiinieeni 
Yal?: Aselearyseenin Fig 12,one end 
?3 of the euargement 30is ofset?soasó fo'n?lockfortheenlargement31/whenthe 
*?98nd 32.are in@igning p6sion,só ? the bagwillberetainedinit?openposi 
lOD? 

Intheformsnownin Fig2,thesidewals 
19 and 20arefoldedinwardlytoward each 
9theronthelnes25and25',sothatahand? bagis provided whichis of shallow depth. 
* the_form shownin Fig,3,the front?ai 

own in Fig 12partlyin 

* and the rear wal.20 afe folded upon g themseyes along the lines_24 and 24?the 
* Wals23and 2?beingflexedinwardya 
little,so asto provide a fand-bagof consid erably greaterdepth than the fand-bagi 
lustrated in Fig.2. This formation ofthe 
various_sized hand bags from the sameside 
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In Fig,4,the hand bagisillustrated as a 
portfolio case the bottom being folded up 
wardlyinwardlyafter theend Walls22 and 
23 have been folded inwardly on the line 27. 
Extending around the hand_bag are.straps 
34and 35 which_passthrough loops formed 
by_the straps 36_and 87. These straps 36 
and 37are pivotaly fastened at one end and 
adapted at their opposite end for Snapping 
into 199prforning?9sition.shown by the 
strap_36in Fig.1.?When the hand bag.is 
folded into the form shown in Fig,4,the 
straps 36 and37may be loosened at one end, 
and snapped onto the rearwal 20,so as to 

5 retainthe bottom ofthe portfolio in compact 
form. In this way,these straps 36 and.37 
serve the double functionindicated,In Fig, 
2,I have shown the hand bag without the 
straps36and 87,althoughitisapparent that 
they may be utilized onthe hand bagsshown 
in Fig 2 and_Fig_3,if desired.,For use 
with the hand bag,I have provided a pagket 
which has_a main body portion 38 provided 
with the flap 89 having a swingable exten 
sion40,whichis adapted to engage betWeen 
a band41 and an extension42formed on the 
flap 43,which projects from the opposite 
end of the main body 38. As shown in Fig, 
9,this packet maybe placedin the Portfolio 
andasshownin Fig,5,its widthis less than 
the height 9fthefront?ndrearyals19and 
20,sothatit maybe.whep positionedin the 
hand bag,extended into the form shown in 
Fig 6,as is clearly Seen in Hig,5,to_pro 
vide a holder for papers and other dogu 
ments..?have also providedin theinterior 
of the bag,8s shown in Fig. 5 and Fig.1, 
an elastic band 44,which may be used for 
retaining papers in upright position in the 
bag,orin the portfolio. 
As already described,the rods 29 and 32 

wil serye toretainthe bag20inits distend 
ed or open position,88 shown in Fig.1. In 
orderto retain the front and rear Walin ex 
tended position,as Shown in Figs,1,2,and 
3,?-have provided retaining means,which 
are variously Constructed,although operat 
ing in substantially the Same manner. In 
Fig,8,? have shown a fap 45,which.is 
hingedly connected at one end to the rear 
wal20of the hand bagin any desired man 
ner. This fap 45 is provided with an ex 
tension 46,which is foldable upon the flap 
45 and So arranged that,when.extended 
transversely of the hand bag,it lies in en 
gagement with the wal 22,to retain the 
front and rearwals in separate position. A 
similarly gonstructed and mounted fap 45^ 
is provided with the foldable.extension 46? 
adapted to extend transyersely of the bag 
and in engagement with the end wal23.?fn 
this way,the flaps45/ and45 may be swung 
to either the transversely extending position, 
asshownby45'inFig.8,ortQthelongitgdi 
nalyextendingposition,as shown by45in 

1,636,838 

Fig,8,.When moved to the longitudinally 
extended_position,the bag may be folded, 
9dapted foruse as a portfolio Case,asshown 
in Fig4 and the faps45°and45,with their 
extensions,are closely positioned against the 
rear wall,so asto render no obstrüction. 
When foldedinto thetransversely extend 

ing_position,the_extensions 46 and 46/may 
be folded upon_the flap portions45 and457, 
in which case the hand bagshownin Fig.2 
may be Constructed. When the extensions46 
*d46/are in upright position.as shownin 
*g.8,a form o?the hand bagshownin Fig, 
3 becomes,possible.With the swingingiy 
mounted flaps45_and45',I have provided ä 
!ocking means which comprises a blank47, 
having 8 tongue 48 pressed therefrom and 
provided,at its ends,with bifurcations 49 
and49?yhich are strugkso asto lieslightly 
out of the plane of the main body of the 
strip 47. 
its9uter end is anothertongue 50,whichis 
slighty displaged relativelyto the bifurca 
tions49and 49?,so that the tongue 501iesin 
a separate plane from the bifürcations 49? 
and49. These fastening meansare mounted 
9n the front orrear wals,so that,whenthe fiaps45 and45% are swunginto transversely 
extending position,they will engage behind 
the bifurgations 49 and 49/,these bifurca 
tions.seryingto retain the faps_in operative 
P9sitionto maintain the bagindistendedpo 
sition. One of these fastenersis fastened to 
engge the ?aps_45?nd45" and another.is 
Bositioned slightly above.as shown in Fig, 
7,to engage the extensions 46 and 467. 
When,hoWever,the extensions are folded 
*po!thefaps and swungtotransversely ex 
t?nding position to retain the hand bagin 
distended form,the flaps45and45"willen 
gage behind the bifurcations49and49°and 
the extensions wil engage the tongue 50. 
these extensions,as showm in the drawings being9fslghtly_less width thanthefaps?? 
*nd 45/ In ofder to release the faps and 
their extensions from their operative posi 
tion,it isbut necessary to_press the tongue 
50 inwgrdlyto permit the disengagement) 
?n Fig.13 and_Fig,14,I havé shown a 

*modified form of distending means,compris 
ing a metal strip 51,whichis connected to 
either the rear or front wal of the hand 
bagand hasswingingly connected toitsend, 
SO as to lie in engagement with one of the 
end Wals of the bag,a metallic strip 52, 
whigh has an9pening 53 formedinone end, 
to ride oyer the tongue 54 mounted upon a 
metal strip 55,whichis mounted uponeither 
the front.or rear wall,opposite to the wall 
upon whieh the strip 5Tis mounted. The 
Construction is such that,when the metal Strip 52isswungintopositionatright angles 
to thestrip 51,the front and rearwalls Will 
be held in distended position,as shown in 
Fig,1,the strip 52 beingrigid andextend 
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*gbetweenthefrontandrearw?ls When 
the strip 52is swunginto paralel p9sition 
relatively to the strip 51,the colapsing of 
the bag may take place. 
In Fig 15,Thaveshown a modifed form of structure,for retaining the distending 

flapsin.position.Inthisform,the side Wal 
of the bagis built up as at 56,to provide 
with the end wall of the bag,a channelfor 
engaging the end of the fap.5%the flaps 
being positioned behind the built up por 
tion 56 at theirends. … 
In Fig,16,I have shqwn* further *pdj 

fied form in which a hand bag,itself,is 
proyided with a pocket 58.extending ver 
tically to the bottom in which the flap 57^ 
may engage. 
Asshown in Fig,7,the main body 38 of 

*epacketmybeüsedas a falsebottonfor 
the bag,the flaps 39 and 48,with their re 
spective extensions40 and42 serving_to act 
as the distending flaps,toretain the bagin 
the position shown in Fig.7 and Fig 1. 
These flapsare_fastened bythe fasteners al 
ready described,and shown in Figs,10,15 
and 16 and may serve the function of the flaps previously described. 

It will be noted in Fig.1 and Fig,7,that 
I have provided a pocket 59 which may be 
Gispensed with,if desired,This pocket 59 
is further provided with a pocket 60 for the 
reception of Smallarticles. 
The device is, of course,provided with 

a handle 61,whigh may be of any desired 
structure,and with the lock 62,which is 
fastened to a co-operating part mounted on 
the adjustable strap 63,so that,when the 
bag.is distended,the locking device may be 
utized as wellas whenitisin the compact 
form shown in Fig,4,, 

It_is thus seen that I have provided a handbag whigh is adaptable for performing 
V8riousfunctions andwhichiseqippedwith 
distending means which are eficient for the 
purpose and require a minimum_of spacein 
the handbag,so as to permit the carryin 
ofa maximum amount ofmaterialina hand 
bagor tryeling case It is apparent that 
many modifgations may be made.inthein vention.particulary relatingto the method 
of.holding.the fold in compact form,as 
shown in Fig.4. 
Havin ? described my invention, 

yhat I glaim as.new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is: , … - 

1. A hand ? of the class described,com 
prising a foldable bottom and foldable side ?ndendyls,*rpermittingthefoldingof the baginto a form to provide a portfolio; 
a separable member häving a main body 
? substantially the same size as the ttom ofsaidhandbagandadaptedtoliein 
engagement_therewith, when placed in said 

ssying$bly mounted on op hand ? flaps 
es of said main body portion,said posite si 

@ 

flaps being jointly of greater length than 
said main body portion and foldable_upon 
themselves,Said flaps being adapted for 
raisinginto an upright position,when posi 
tioned in Said hand bag for retaining the 
end walls of said hand bag in distended 
form.and for permitting_the coyer of said 
hand bag to be closed,Said flaps being fold 
able upon themselves,to permit the Closing 
of said hand bag to provide a hand bag 
of diferentsizes;clips mounted on saidside 
Wals for engagingsaid flaps when extended 
tQ upright position,Said clips being adapt 
ed for engaging a double thickness of Said 
fiaps,whensaid flaps are folded upon them 
selves. 

2. A hand bag of the class described hav 
ing a foldable bottom and foldable side aud 
? Walls,to permitthe folding of said hand 
baginto compagtform to provide aportfolio 
gase; a Separable member having a main 
body portion substantially the same size as 
the interior of the bottom portion of said hand bag,and adapted forlyingin engage 
nent therewith,when placedtherein;ajoint 
fap mounted on eachside of said main body 
portion_in swingable relation,and adapted 
for folding upon.itself,said flaps being 
adapted for extending atright anglesto thé 
bottom of said hand bag for mintaining 
the side wals in distended_form,said flaps 
When folded upon themselves,while pro jected_at right anglesto the bottom,permit 
ting the glosing of said hand bag to form 
a smaler hand bag than whensaid flaps are extended throughout_their length. 

3. A hand bag of the class described hav 
ing a foldable?bottom and foldable side 
andend Wals,topermit the folding of said 
hand baginto compact form to provide a 
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portfolio gase;a separable member having, 
amain body portion.substantialythesam? 
sizeas theinterior of the bottomportion of 
Said hand bag,andadapted for lyingin en 
gagemen therewith.when placed üerein; 
a joint flap mounted on each side of said 
main bgdyportioninswingable relation,and 
?dapted,for folding upgn itself.said flaps 
being adapted for extending at right angles 
to,the bottom of said hand bag for mäin 
t3iningthe sidewalsin distendedform,said 
flaps,when folded upon themselves,while projected at right anglesto thebottom,per 
mittingtheclosing ofsaid hand bagto form 
a Smaler.hand bag.than when.said faps 
?re extended throughout their length,the faps being adgpted for_overlapping,when 
folded.inwardly toward each othér,and adgpted for positioningin a portfolio pro 
yided to form a separate compartment 
therein, - 

In testimony whereof,I have signed the foregoing_specification at Detroit in the 
county ? ayne and State of Michigan. 

MATHTAS.F. ROSER? 

110 

120 

125 


