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11 Claims.

This invention relates to burial apparatus and
more particularly to a novel form of casket plac-
ing device.

The object of the invention is to provide a com-
paratively simple and thoroughly efficient de-
vice of the class described for placing a casket
over a grave and lowering the same to the top of
‘the grave or onto the usual lowermfr dev1ce for
interment.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a casket placing device ' comprising a frame
adapted to be positioned over a grave and pro-
vided with main and auxiliary supporting rollers
on which the casket is initially placed during
the burial ceremony, means being provided for
lowering said rollers with the casket thereon and
means for automatically releasing the main sup-
porting rollers when the casket reaches its lower-
most position to permit said rollers to swing or
drop to the side of the grave and out of the way
while the casket is being lowered into the grave.

A further object is to provide a sectional auxil-
iary roller and means associated therewith for
locking the sections thereof in operative posi-
tion and releasing said gections prior to lowering:
the casket.

" A further object is to provide a safety lock or
catch for one of the main supporting rollers to
prevent rotation thereof and consequent lon-
gitudinal displacement of the casket while in
position on the device.

A still further object of the invention is gen-
erally to improve this class of devices so as 1o
increase their utility, durability and efficiency.

In the accompanying drawings forming a part
of this specification and in which similar nu-
merals of reference indicate correspondmg parts
in all figures of the drawings:

Figure 1 is'a side elevation of a casket placing
device embodying the present invention, showing
the same in posmon on a supportmg frame or
lowering device. .

Figure 2 is a top plan v1ew

Figure 3 is an end elevation showing the con-
struction of the sprocket wheels and chains for
raising and lowering a casket,

Figure 4 is a similar view showing the adapta-
tion of gearing for this purpose,

Figure 5 is a perspective view of one of the
main rollers and its associated parts, one end
of the roller being shown just after it has been
released from the adjacent sliding block to permit
said roller to. drop or swing downwardly thhm
a grave, ‘

Flgure 52 is a side elevatmn showmg the con-

struction of the squared end of the roller shown

in Figure 5,
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Figure 6 is a vertical sectional view through
one of the sliding blocks showing the construc-
tion-of the spring-pressed locking bolt,

Figure T is a perspective view of one of the
sliding  blocks showing the construction of the
safety lock for preventing rotation of the ad-
jacent main roller,

Figure 8 is a front elevation of the safety lock
with the cover plate thereof removed, the parts
beinig:shown in full lines in inoperative position
and in dotted lines in operative position,

Figure 9 is a side elevation of the mechanism
employed for normally holding the sections of
the auxiliary roller in a horizontal position,

Figure 10 is a similar view showing the position

 of the parts when the operating lever is moved
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to released position fo permit dropping of the
sections of the auxiliary roller,
Figure 11 is & side elevation of Figure 10 show-

. ing in dotfed lines- thé normal position of the
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adjacent stub section of the auxiliary roller and
in full lines-sald section in lowered or released
position,

Figure 12 is a perspectwe view of the mecha- '

nism shown in Figure 9 detached, the parts be-
ing separated for sake of clearness,

Figure 13 is a transverse sectional view taken
on the line 13—I13 of Figure 2, and

Figure 14 is a plan view on a reduced scale of
one form of frame or lowering device used in con-
nection with the placing device.

The improved casket placing device forming
the subject-matter of the present invention com-
prises an elongated frame § adapted to be posi-
tioned over a grave and rest on a supporting
frame or standard lowering device, indicated at
¥. The frame § comprises longitudinally. dis-
posed - side” bars 6 preferably angular in cross
section and having their inner ends spaced apait
and slidably mounted in a connecting casing 1
so as to permit longitudinal adjustment. of the
bars to shorten or lengthen the frame, The bars

6 ‘are formed with graduations 8 to permit ac- . N

curacy of adjustment of said bars with respect
to each other, said bars being held in adjusted
position by clamping screws or similar devices ¥
which extend through the casing T and engage
the bars, as best shown in Figure 1 of the draw-
ings.

The opposite ends .of the longltudma,l bars 6
are provided with T-shaped heads (0 which are
detachably fitted within correspondingly shaped
sockets Il secured to end posts 12, ‘The posts




12 are connected by front and rear end walls i3
and 14, and said end walls as well as the longi-
tudinal side bars of the frame are provided with
spaced hooks 15 from which may be suspended
suitable fabric or grass drapery, indicated at 16.

Secured to the longitudinal bars 6 are depend-
ing vertical frames |7 having their lower ends
closed and their inner side walls provided with
guiding tongues 18 and {9, the guiding tongue
18 being preferably shorter than the guiding
tongue 19 to form & recess 20 adjacent the closed
end of the frame. The frames {71 are reinforced
and strengthened by the provision of relatively
short horizontal bars 21 having their inner ends
bolted to the frames IT and their outer ends
bolted to upright members 22 disposed adjacent
the corner posts. The lower ends of the upright,
members 22 are formed with concave seats 23
adapted to fit over the cylindrical end rails of
the supporting frame or lowering device F. Se-
cured to the frames 7 are flat vertically disposed
strips 171’, the lower ends of which are formed
with concave seats 23’ similar to the seats 23 and
adapted to receive the side raﬂs of the lowering
device P.

Mounted for vertical movement within the
frames 17 are sliding blocks 24 and 25 having
substantially rectangular opemngs 26 formed
therein and opening through the lower edge of
the blocks, said openings havmg bearing mem-
bers or blocks 27 fitted therein and carrying the
main casket supporting rollers, indicated at 28
and 239. The bearing blocks 21 on one side of
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the frame are pivotally mounted, at 30, within

the adjacent openings 26 whxle the bearlng
blocks 21 on the other side -of the frame are
detachably fitted within the openings 26 of the
adjacent sliding blocks and are provided with

transverse openings 31 adapted. to. receive a lock- -

ing bolt 82, The holts 32 are slidably mounted
in the guide blocks and seated in a Tecess 33
in the adjacent sliding block is a leaf spring 34,
the tendency of which is to normally and y1eld7

ably hold the outer end of the bolt in contact --

with the adjacent tongue 18.

Mounted, at 35, on the sliding block 24’ is a
lever 35 and cooperating with the free end of
said lever is a pivoted pawl or latch 31 so that
by depressing the lever 35 and then moving the
locking pawl 37 in engagement therewith the
spring 34 will actuate the bolt 32 to enter the
recess 21 in the adjacent bearing. block 27 and
thus prevent displacement .of said bearing block.
When the locking lever 36 is .released, however,
and the sliding block 24 reaches its lowermost
position, the spring 34 will retract the bolt 32
so as to release the adjacent bearing block 27
and thus permit said bearing block together with
the roller 28 fto swing downwardly on its pivotal
axis 80 at the side of the grave. .One end of
one of the main rollers, .preferably -the roller
28, is provided with a squared portion 38, and
mounted on the adjacent sliding bhlock 24 af said
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squared portion is a safety catch or lock of the .

construction shown in Figures 7 -and 8 of the
drawings. This_safety lock comprises a casing
39 having a plate 40 slidably mounted therein
and provided on its lower edge with an angular
cut-out portion 41 adapted to fit over the squared
portion 38 of the roller 28 and lock the roller
against rotation so as to prevent longitudinal
displacement of the casket when supported on
said main rollers. The plate 48 is yieldably sup-
ported within the casing by méans of coiled
springs 42 and vaotally mounted, at 43, above
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the plate is ah operating cam 44 which, when
meved to the dotted line position shown in Figure
8 of the drawings, causes the angular portion
of the plate to span the angular end 38 of the
roller and prevent rotation thereof, as previously
described.

Extending longitudinally of the frame on op-
posite sides thereof and spaced from the longi-
tudinal bars 6 are operating shafts 45 preferably
square in cross section and extending through
correspondingly square openings in worms 46
which latter mesh with worm gears 41 fitted to
the ends of threaded rods 48. The rods 48 are
threaded through the adjacent sliding blocks 24
so that, as the rods 48 rotate, said blocks will
be raised and lowered.

The operating shafts 45 are journaled in suit-
able bearings 49 on the upper ends of the frames
17 and the forward ends of said shafts extend
through the adjacent corner post 12 and are pro-
vided with sprocket wheels 580 arranged at the
rear of bracKets 51 and provided with square
openings which receive the angular términals of
the operating shafts. “Secured to the front end
wall 13 is a skeleton frame 52 and mounted for
rotation on a stub shaft 53 extending through
said skeleton frame is a relatively large sprocket
wheel 58 over whiéh is trained a sprocket chain
55. The sprocket chain 55 engages oppositely
disposed relatively small sprocket wheels 56 to
which are secured larger §procket wheels 57. Ex-
tending around the sprocket -wheels 571 are
sprocket chains 58, thie upper ends of which are
trained over the sprocket wheels 50 so that, when
the crank or handle 53 is rotated, the operating
shafts 4% through the medium of the worms 4%
and worm gears 47 will raise or lower the slid-
ing ‘blocks 24, as will be readily understood.
~ Oné of the main rollers, preferably the roller
28, is provided with spaced yieldable bands 60
preferably foried of rubber for engagement with
metal caskets, and secured to said roller between
the yieldable bands 69 is a band 61 provided
with radiating spurs or teeth 62 for engagement
with wooden caskets. Disposed between the main
rollers 28 and 29 is an auxiliary roller, pref-
erably formed in two sections 63 and 64 having
their inner ends normally spaced apart at the
center of the frame, as best shown in Figure 2
of the drawings.

Secured to the casing T on each side of the
supporting frame is a plate 65 and pivotally
mounted, at 66, on the plate is a cam 671 having
a rectangular opening 68 in one side thereof.
Pivotally mounted, at 68, on the plate 65 is an
operating lever 18 which is, in turn, pivoted, at
11, to the cam 67 so0 that longitudinal movement
imparted to the lever 10 wiil turn the cam so as
to canse the opening 68 therein to register with
a correspondingly shaped opening 13 in the plate
65. 'The lever 10 is provided with a slot 712 and a
spring T4 is preferably interposed between the
head of the pivot 69 and the lever-Id so-as to
hold said lever against the plate 65.. The outer
end of the lever 70 is cut away, at 15, to accom-
modate the cam 61, said lever being prov1ded with
a recess 76 disposed opp051te the cut-away por-
tions 75 and in which-is hingedly mounted, at
17, & bearing block 18 carrying the adjacent sec-
tion 63 of the auxiliary roller. -Pivotally mount-
ed, at 19, on the plate 65 is a locking pawl 80, the
inner end of which is adapted to engage a lock-
ing notch. 81 formed in said lever for the pur-
pose of preventing turning movement of the cam
671. It will thus be seen than the cam 67 nor-
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mally extends across the opening 13 in the plate
65 so as to cause the lug 82 on the bearing block
18 to bear against the cam. and thus hold the
auxiliary roller section 63 normally in a hori-
zontal position. When the pawl 80 is released,
-however, and a longitudinal pull is exerted on the
lever 10, the cam 61 will be rotated so as to cause
the slot 68 therein to register with the slot 73
in the plate 65 and in which position the aux-
iliary roller section 63 together with the bear-
ing block 18 is free to swing downwardly to the
.inoperative position shown in Figures 10 and 11
of the drawings. It will, of course, be understood
that the parts just described will be arranged
on each side of the supporting frame, as best
shown in Figure 2 of the drawings. A. roller 83
preferably extends transversely at the front of
the supporting frame and disposed in a plane
slightly below the plane of the main rollers 28
and 28, the purpose of said rollers being to re-
ceive the casket when it is placed on the device.

In operation, the device is positioned over a
grave with the seats 23 engaging the end rails
of the supporting frame or lowering mechanism
B, after which the levers 36 are actuated so as
to move the locking bolts 32 within the openings
31 and in which position they are held by the
pawl 81. The crank §9 is then rotated and
through the medium of the sprocket chains 55
and 58 motion is imparted to the operating shafts
45 which, in turn, actuate the worms 46 and
worm gears 41 10 rotate the threaded rods 48 and
thus elevate the sliding blocks 24 to bring the
rollers 28 and 29 at the top of the frame. The
casket is then placed on the roller 83 and moved

sections 63 and 64 and roller 29 so as to support
the casket in position to be lowered onto said
lowering device. The levers 36 are then actu-
ated so as to partially release the bolts 32 and
cause the inner ends thereof to yieldably engage
the tongues 18. After the casket is in position
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rearwardly over the rolier 28, auxiliary roller
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on the rollers, the cam 44 is operated so as to ~

cause the notched edge of the plate to engage
the squared portion 38 of the roller 28 and thus
brevent rotation thereof and consequently any
tendency of a casket to slide rearwardly on the
rollers, Prior to lowering the casket, the levers
10 are actuated to release the auxiliary. rollers
63 and 64 which, as previously stated; swing
downwardly on their pivotal axes 11 and out of
the way, it being understood that these auxiliary
rollers are for the purpose of supporting the cen-
tral portion of the casket when in position on the
frame. The crank 59 is then rotated to lower
the sliding blocks 24 carrying the rollers and cas-
ket. As the sliding blocks 24 approach the lower
ends of the vertical frames (1, the locking bolts
32 will enter the recesses 28 formed at the lower
ends of the tongues 18 and thus permit the spring
34 to entirely retract said bolts and allow the
bearing blocks carrying the rollers 28 and 29 to
swing downwardly on the pivot pins 30 at the
side of the grave and thus permit the casket to
be lowered within the grave by means of the
lowering device F or any other device provided
for that purpose.
In Figure 4 of the drawings, there is illustrated
a modified form of the invention, in which a
master beveled gear 84 is provided in lieu of the
sprocket wheel 54. The master gear 84 meshes
~ with beveled pinions 85 secured to stub shafts
86, the outer ends of which are provided with
beveled pinions 87 meshing with correspondingly
beveled pinions 88 secured to the lower end of
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vertical shafts.89: The upper ends of the shafts
89 are provided with beveled pinions 90 which,

-in turn, mesh with beveled gears 81 secured to

the adjacent ends of the operating shaft 92, the
construction and operation of the device being
otherwise similar to that shown in Figure 1 of
the drawings,

From the foregoing description, taken in con-
nection with the drawings, it is thought that the
construction and operation of the device will be
readily understood to those skilled in the art and
further description thereof is deemed unneces-
sary.

It will, of course be understood that the cas-

-ket placing devices may be made in different sizes

and shapes and constructed of any suitable mate-
rial without departing from the spirit of the 1n-
vention.

Having thus descrlbed the mventmn, what is
claimed .as new is:

1. A casket placing device mcludmg a frame
adapted” to be positioned over a grave, casket

supporting rollers journaled on the frame and

each having one end thereof pivotally connected
therewith, means operatively ¢connected with the
rollers for adjusting said rollers vertically of the
frame, means for locking the other end of each
roller, and means for automatically releasing the
locking means when the rollers are in lowered
position to permit said rollers to swing down-
wardly at the side of the grave.

. 2. A- casket placing device including & frame-
adapted to be’ positioned over a grave, vertical
guides secured to the frame, bearing blocks ad-
Jjustable vertically within the guides, casket sup-
porting rollers journaled in the bearing blocks,
means for locking one end of each roller in the
adjacent bearing block, a pivotal connection be-
tween the other end of each roller and the ad-

Jacent bearing block, means operatively con-.

nected with said bearing blocks for raising and
lowering the rollers, and means for automatically
releasing the locking means when the rollers are
in lowered position to permit said rollers to swing
downwardly on their pivots at one side of the
grave.

3. A casket placmg device including a frame
adapted to be positioned over a grave, a roller
mounted on the frame and comprising coacting
sections, the inner end of each of wh1ch is piv- -
otally connected with the frame, means for lock-
ing the roller sections in horizontal position, and
means for releasing the locking means to permit
downward swinging movement of the roller sec-
tions. :

4, A casket p}acmg device comprising a frame
adapted to be positioned over a grave and having
means for engagement with a lowering device,
said frame including front and rear ends, longi-
tudinal side bars detachably secured to said ends,
vertical guides depending from the longitudinal -
bars, bearing blocks slidably mounted for ver-
tical movement in said- guide frames, threaded
rods extending through the bearing blocks, worm
gears carried by the rods, casket supporting roll-
ers journaled in said bearing blocks, operating
shafts mounted for rotation on the frame and
provided with worms meshing with the worm
gears for raising and lowering the bearing blocks,
operating means mounted on one end of the’
frame and operatively connected with the shafts
for rotating said shafts, and means for automati-
cally releasing one end of each roller from the
adjacent bearing block when the rollers are in
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lowered position to permit said rollers to swing
downwardly at the side of the grave.

5. A casket placing device including a longitu-
dinally adjustable frame, vertical guides carried

“by the frame and provided with tongues, one of /

the tongues of each guide terminating short -of
the bottom thereof to form a recess, guide blocks
slidably mounted for vertical movement on' said
tongues . and provided with recesses opening

through the lower edges of the blocks, there be-:

ing a transverse opening formed. in one. of the
blocks and intersecting the adjacent recess, bear-
ing blocks fitted in said recesses, a pivotal con-
nection between one of the bearing blocks and

the adjacent guide block, casket supporting roll- :;;

ers carried by said bearing blocks, a locking bolt
normally and yieldably engaging the adjacent
tongue and slidably mounted in the transverse
opening and adapted to engage the adjacent
bearing block for normally preventing displace-
ment thereof, threaded rods extending through
said guide blocks, means at one end of the frame
and operatively connected with the threaded rods
for rotating the same to vertically adjust the
guide bilocks, and 2 spring operatively connected
with the bolt for moving the latter within the
recess at the end of the vertical guide when the
guide block is in lowered position to permit said
voilers to swing downwardly on their pivots on
one side of the grave.
6. A casket placing device mcludmg a frame
- adapted to be positioned over a grave, vertical
guides secured to the frame, guide blocks mount-
ed for vertical movement in the guide frames,

bearing blocks carried by the guide blocks, one ;4

of said bearing blocks being pivotally mounted
on the adjacent guide block and the other detach-
ably secured thereto, casket supporting rollers
secured to the bearing blocks and provided with
angular portions, a safety catch mounted on the
frame and movable into engagement with the an-
gular portion on the roller to prevent rotation
thereof, means for holding the detachable bear-
ing bleck in position, means operatively ' con-
nected with the guide blocks for raising and
lowering the same, and means for automatically
releasing said holding means when the rollers are
in lowered position to permit said rollers to swing
downwardly at one side of the grave.

7. A casket placing device comprising a longi-
tudinally adjustable frame, vertical guides form-
ing a part of the frame, guide blocks slidably
mounted in said vertical guides, rollers carried
by the guide blocks and each having one end
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thereof pivotally connected with the adjacent - .

guide block and its other end detachably secured
to the other guide block, threaded rods extend-
ing through the guide blocks and provided with
pinions, operating shafts journaled on the frame,
worms. secured to the operating shafts and en-
gaging the adjacent pinions, means mounted on
one end of the frame and operatively connected
to the shafts for rotating the same, locking mech-
anism for normally preventing displacement of
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-the detachable end of the roller, and-means for
-automatically releasing the locking mechanism

when the roller-is in lowered position to permit
said 1olle1 to swing downwardly at one side-of the

-grave.

-8, A casket placmg devxce 1nc1udmg a fra.me

“having longitudinally adjustable side bars, a cas-
‘g enclosing  the inner ends of said side bars,
-means extending through the casing and engag-
-ing the side bars for holding said side bars to
-adjusted position, vertical guides forming a part
‘of the frame, guide blocks slidably mounted with-

in the vertical guides, rollers carried by the guide

.blocks, one end of each roller being pivotally

connected with the adjacent guide block and the
other end . of the roller detachably secured to the
mating guide block, locking means for normally
holding the.detachable end of the roller against
displacement, means operatively connected with
the guide blocks for raising and lowering the
same, and means for automatically releasing the

Jocking. means when the rollers. are in lowered

position to permit said rollers to vswing down-
wardly at the side of the grave.
- 9.: A casket placing device .including a frame

guides forming: part of the frame, guide blocks .
slidably mounted in said guides, rollers journaled
in the guide blocks and each having one end
thereof pivotally connected therewith, means for
raising and lowering the guide blocks, and means
for detaching the other end of each roller when
the guide blocks are in lowered. position to per-
mit the detached ends of the rollers.to swing

.downwardly on their pivots. .

10. The combination with a lowering device, of
a casket placing device including a frame adapted
to be positioned over a grave and rest on the

lowering device, casket supporting rollers jour-

naled. on the frame and each having one end

‘thereof pivotally connected therewith, means op-

eratively connected with the rollers for adjust-
ing said rollers vertically.of the frame, means for
locking the other end of each roller, and means
for automatically releasing the locking means
when the rollers are in lowered position to per-
mit said rollers to swing downwardly at the side
of the grave. .

11. 'The combination Wlth a lowering device

'adapted to- e positioned over a grave and in-

cluding longitudinal and transverse rails, of a
casket placing -device comprising a frame pro-
vided with seats engaging the rails of the lower-
ing device, vertically adjustable casket support-
ing rollers journaled on the frame and each hav-
ing- one end thereof pivotally connected there-
with, means-for locking the other end of each
roller, means operatively connected with the roll-
ers for adjusting-said rollers vertically of the
frame, and means for automatically releasing the
locking means when said rollers are in lowered
position to permit the rollers to swing downward-
Iy on their pivots at the side of the grave.
CLARENCE E. GEHLBACH.




