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To all thom, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, VICTOR G. FERNANDEZ, 

a citizen of the United States, and resident 
of New York, in the county of Bronx and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Two-In 
One Garbage-Cans, of which the following 
is a ful, clear, and exact specification. 

This invention relates to garbage or other 
cans or receptacles, and has for its object 
to provide improved and simplified means 
for dividing such a can or receptacle into 
separate compartments suitable for holding 
garbage and trash, or anything else that may 
be desired. . . 
The invention contemplates the provision 

of a partition which may be placed in a can 
or receptacle for dividing the same into sep 
arate compartments on opposite sides of said parti 
tion firmly in place are attached to and car 
ried by the partition so that it is not neces 
sary to modify the construction of the can 
or receptacle at all to receive the partition. 
The retaining or holding means are prefer 
ably made resilient in order to hold the 
partition firmly in place in different sizes 
and shapes of receptacles or cans, and per 
mit it to be readily removed for cleaning or 
other purposes. 
The invention will be first hereinafter de 

Scribed in connection with the accompany 
ing drawings, which constitute part of this 
specification, and then more specifically de 
fined in the claims at the end of the descrip 
tion. - 

In the accompanying drawings, wherein 
similar reference characters are used to 
designate corresponding parts throughout 
the several views:- ... 

Figure 1 is an elevation of a partition 
equipped with resilient or spring arms for 
holding it in place in a receptacle Or can as 
contemplated by this invention. 

Fig. 2 is an edge view of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a plan view thereof. 
Fig. 4 is a plan view of a cylindrical re 

ceptacle showing the partition in place 
therein, and 

Fig. 5 is a similar view of a receptacle 
fitted with a partition equipped with a mod 
ified form of spring arms. 
The partition 1 may be made of any suit 

able material of desired dimensions and has 
one or more Spring strips secured trans 
versely thereto with their end portions pro 

jecting beyond one or both edges thereof. 
As shown in the drawings, the partition is 
fitted with two such spring strips 2 and 3 
which are secured by means of bolts 4 and 5 
passed through both the partition and the 
individual strips and held by thumb nuts 6 and 7. Reinforcing or stiffening strips 10 
and 11 may be placed between said spring 
strips 2 and 3, respectively, and the par 
tition to prevent the latter from bending or 
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buckling under the pressure exerted by the 
Spring arms when placed in a receptacle 12 
as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. 
When placed in a receptacle the project 

ing portions or arms of the spring strips 2 
and 3 are bent or bowed toward each other 

70 

So as to engage and Substantially conform 
to the inner surface of the walls of said re 
ceptacle, and the tension in said arms when 
thus bent or bowed is sufficient to press them 
firmly against said walls and hold the par 
tition rigidly in place in the receptacle thus 
dividing it into separate compartments 13 
and 14 adapted to hold different things. It 
will be noted that the spring arms hug the 
walls of the receptacle closely and do not 
materially reduce the space in said compart 
ment 14 in which they are arranged or inter 
ferre with the filling or emptying of said 
compartment. 
As shown in Figs. 1, 3 and 4, the arms 

may be made long enough to overlap when 
placed in the receptacle, and said overlap 
ping end portions of the arms or spring 
strips may be serrated or notched to engage 
each other, as at 8 and 9 for holding said 
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ends firmly in place against accidental re 
moval from the receptacle. The serrations 
may be in the form of transverse teeth, as 
shown, which interengage with one another, 
or of any other suitable formation. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent of the United States is:- 

1. The combination with a rigid flat par 
tition for receptacles, of spring arms at. 
tached to said partition and projecting from 
the edges thereof and adapted to be bowed 
for frictional engagement with the inner 
faces of the walls of the receptacle to retain 
the partition therein. - - - 

2. The combination with a rigid flat par 
tition for receptacles, of a strip of spring 
material having its middle portion secured 
to the partition and its end portion project 
ing beyond the edges thereof and adapted to 
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I be bowed for frictionally engaging the inner 
faces of the walls of the receptacle to retains 

havin 

10 

the partition...therein. 
3. The combination with a rigid flat. par 

tition for receptacles, of narrow spring strips 
partition near its ends, the end portions of 
the strips projecting beyond the edges of the 
partition and adapted to be bowed for fric 
tionally engaging the inner faces of the walls 
of said, receptacle to retain the partition 
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therein. 
4. The combination with a rigid flat par 

tition for receptacles, of a spring strip se 
5 cured to the partition and having an endpor 

tion projecting beyond the edge thereof for 
engaging the inner face of the walls of the 
receptacle to retain the partition therein, 
and a stiffening strip between said spring 
strip and the partition, for the purpose speci 

5. The combination with a removable par 
tition for receptacles, of a spring strip de 

g their middle portions secured to the 
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tachably secured to the partition permitting 
it to be shipped in knockdown condition, the 
siderable distance beyond the edge of the 
partition when attached thereto and adapted 
to be bowed for frictionally engaging the 
inner face of the walls of the receptacle to 
retain the partition therein. . . 

6. The combination with a removable par 
tition for receptacles, of a spring strip hay 
ing its middle portion secured to the parti 
tion and its end portions projecting beyond 
the edges of said partition and adapted to be 
bowed to engage and conform to the inner 
face of the walls of the receptacle for retain 
ing the partition therein, said end portions 
of the spring strip being adapted to overlap 
when bowed and having serrations adapted 
to interengage with one another for the pur 
pose specified. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification. 

VICTOR. G. 

end portion of said strip projecting a con 
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