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(57) Abstract: The present invention addresses the problem of precisely classifying a pattern of a defect that has occurred
in an inspection object. Specifically, an automatic defect classification device 1 classifies a pattern of a defect X that has
occurred in an inspection object W. The inspection object W is imaged so as to be divided into a plurality of mutually
adjacent visual fields F. In a case in which a defect X is included on the perimeter Fla of a first visual field F1 as an
arbitrary visual field FA that is one visual field F among the plurality of visual fields F, and the defect X is included on
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the perimeter F2a of a second visual field F2 as an adjacent visual ficld FB that is another visual field F adjacent to the
first visual field F1 (arbitrary visual ficld FA) among the plurality of visual fields F, the automatic defect classification
device 1 classifies a pattern of the defect X in a state in which the first visual field F1 (arbitrary visual field FA) and the
second visual field F2 (adjacent visual field FB) are combined.
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