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6 Claims

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A cap which is adapted to be applied to the upper
end of a fence post for supporting a tubular rail along
the upper edge of a fence, and comprises, a pair of op-
posed similar sections which are adapted to be removably
clamped together about the upper end of a fence post:

Wire fences, especially those of the “chain link” type,
are usually provided with a top rail of metal piping which
extends along the upper edge of the fence. For this pur-
pose the upper ends of the fence posts are provided with
caps having integral upwardly extending transversely dis-
posed relatively narrow rings through which the piping is
inserted. These caps are frequently broken or damaged
and must be replaced. In order to replace a damaged
cap the piping, or a section thereof, must first be removed
from the fence by withdrawing it from the rings of the
caps applied to other posts, after which the damaged cap
is removed from the post and a new cap substituted there-
for. The piping is then replaced by inserting it through
the ring of the new cap and the various other cap rings
from which it was withdrawn. Also the piping is some-~
times damaged and must be replaced. Frequently the
damage to the piping is such that it cannot be withdrawn
from the cap rings in which case both the piping and
various caps must be replaced, all of which is a time
consuming and costly job.

It is therefore the principal object of this invention to
provide a fence post cap of the aforesaid character which
is so constructed and arranged that it can be quickly and
easily removed from a fence post and replaced thereon
without interfering with the piping rail carried thereby.

Another object of the invention is to provide a fence
post cap of the aforesaid character which is of simple
sturdy construction, and can be easily and inexpensively
manufactured.

Having stated the principal objects of the invention
other and muore specific objects thereof will be apparent
from the following specification and the accompanying
drawings forming a part thereof in which:

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of a fence post cap, con-
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structed according to my invention, showing it applied

to the upper end of a fence post and supporting a pipe
* which constitutes the top rail of a wire fence;

FIG. 2 is :a vertical section taken on the line 2—2 on
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a transverse vertical section taken on the line
3—3 on FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a horizontal section taken on the line 4—4 on
FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a horizontal section taken on the line 5—5 on
FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a horizontal section taken on the line 6—6 on
FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is a view in elevation of the opposing side of
one of the sections of the cap;

FIG. 8 is a view in elevation of the opposing side of
the other section of the cap; and

FIG. 9 is a sectional view illustrating the manner in
which the cap is applied to and removed from the upper
end of a fence post.
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Referring now to the drawings by reference characters,
the numeral 1 indicates generally a fence post cap, con-
structed according to my invention, which is adapted to
be removably secured to the upper end of a fence post
2 for supporting a piping 3 which is disposed along the
upper edge of a fence and constitutes the top rail there-
of. The cap 1 is composed of two opposed similar half
sections, generally indicated by the numerals 4 and 5.
The section 4 comprises a semi-circular head 6, an inte-
gral downwardly extending semi-cylindrical wall 7, and
an integral upwardly extending concavely curved arm 8;
and the section 5 comprises a semi-circular head 9 similar
to the semicircular head 6, an integral downwardly ex-
tending semi-cylindrical wall 10 similar to the wall 7, and
an integral upwardly extending concavely curved arm 11
similar to the arm 8. The wall 7 of the section 4 i$ pro-
vided with a pair of opposite outwardly extending aper-
tured ears 12, and the wall 1¢ of the section 5 is provided
with a pair of opposite outwardly extending apertured
ears 13 which are similar to and adapted to register with
the ears 12 for the reception of bolts 14 and nuts 15
by which the sections 4 and 5 are adapted to be secured
together face to face. When so secured together the semi-
circular heads 6 and 9 together with the semi-cylindrical
walls 7 and 10 form an inverted cup-shaped member 16
for the reception of the upper end of the cylindrical post
2; and the arms 8 and 11 form a transversely extending
ring-shaped member defining a closed elliptically shaped
aperture 17 for the reception of the piping rail 3. In order
to assure the proper mating of the sections 4 and 5 the
ears 12 and 13 are offset with respect to the opposed
edges of the semi-cylindrical walls 7 and 10, as shown in
FIGS. 2, 5 and 9, -and the head 6 is provided with a rib
18 which is adapted to engage a complementary groove
19 in the head 9. The ears 13 are slotted as shown at 20
for the reception of the nuts 15.

The upper free end of the arm 11 is provided with a
forwardly and upwardly extending ornamental knob 21;
and the upper free end of the arm 8 is provided with a
forwardly and upwardly extending tongue 22 which is
adapted to be inserted into a complementary slot 23 in
the knob 21 to lock the upper ends of the arms 8 and 11
together in such a manner as to prevent separation there-
of when the sections 4 and 5 are bolted together about the
upper end of a fence post. .

The manner in which the cap 1 is adapted to be applied
to and removed from the post 2 and. the piping 3 is
shown in FIG. 9. As shown therein the section 5 is first
applied to the post with the semicircular head 9 seated on
the top of the post with the arm 11 behind the piping 3
and the semi-cylindrical wall 10 engaging the post wall.
The section 4 is then held in raised position and the tongue
22 carried by the arm 8 inserted into the slot 23 in the
knob 21 carried by the arm 11, after which the section
4 is swung downwardly from the position shown in FIG. 9
to the position shown in FIG. 3. The two sections 4 and §
are then bolted together about the upper end of the post
by inserting the bolts 14 through registering apertured
ears 12 and 13 and applying the nuts 15 thereto. To re-
move the cap 1 from the post 2 the bolts 14 are removed
and the section 4 swung up from the position shown in
FIG. 3 to the position shown in FIG. 9. The section 4 is
then pulled outwardly to withdraw the tongue 22 from the
slot 23 after which the section 5 may be removed from
the post by moving it outwardly away from the post 2
and piping 3.

From the foregoing it will be apparent that I have
provided a very simple and effective means for accom-
plishing the objects of the invention.

It is to be understood that I am mot limited to the
specific construction shown and described herein as var-
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ifous modifications may be made therein within the spirit
of the invention and the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A fence post cap of the character described com-
prising an inverted cup-shaped member which is adapted
to be applied to the upper end of a fence post and a
transversely disposed ring-shaped member of substantially
smaller size which is integral with said cup-shaped mem-
ber and extends upwardly therefrom and is adapted to
encircle the top rail of a fence; said cup-shaped member
comprising a pair of opposed similar parts and means by
which said parts are adapted to be removably clamped
together about the upper end of a fence post; and said
ring-shaped member comprising a pair of opposed con-
cavely curved arms defining between them a closed aper-
ture, one of said arms being integral with and extending
upwardly from one of said parts and the other of said
arms being integral with and extending upwardly from
the other of said parts.

2. A fence post cap as defined by claim 1 in which
the upper free ends of sald arms are provided with com-
plementary interengageable locking means by which the
upper ends of said arms are releasably locked together
when said cap is applied to said post.

3. A fence post cap as defined by claim 2 in which said
locking means comprises a tongue which extends outward-
ly and upwardly from the free end of one of said arms,
and a knob which extends upwardly from the free end of
the other of said arms and is provided with a slot for the
reception of said tongue.

4. A fence post cap as defined by claim 1 in which
the upper free ends of said arms are provided with com-
plementary interengageable locking means by which the
upper ends of said arms are releasably locked together
when said cap is applied to said post.
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5. A fence post cap as defined by claim 4 in which
said locking means comprises a tongue which extends out-
wardly and upwardly from the free end of one of said
arms, and a knob which extends upwardly from the free
end of the other of said arms and is provided with a slot
for the reception of said tongue.

6. A fence post cap as defined by claim 1 in which each
of said similar sections of said cup-shaped member com-
prises a semicircular head which is adapted to seat on the
upper end of a fence post, a rib on one of said heads and
a complementary groove on the other of said heads, a
semi-cylindrical side wall which is integral with and ex-
tends downwardly from said head for engagement with
the side wall of said post, and a pair of ears which are
integral with said side wall and extend outwardly there-
from in opposite directions one adjacent each end of said
side wall, said ears being provided with apertures for the
reception of nuts for the bolts by which said pair of similar
parts are adapted to be clamped together about the upper
end of said post, any rotation of said nuts thereby being
prevented during assembly of the parts.
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