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(57) ABSTRACT

A new and distinct cultivar of Hydrangea plant named ‘L.C
NO7’, characterized by its medium size and broadly upright
plant habit; freely branching habit with strong lateral
branches; freely flowering habit with plants remaining in
flower for a long period time; dense and hardy inflores-
cences with white-colored sterile flowers that age attrac-
tively to greyed purple in color with development; and good
garden performance.
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Botanical designation: Hydrangea paniculata.
Cultivar denomination: ‘L.C NO7’.

CROSS-REFERENCED TO CLOSELY RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Title: Varieties of Hydrangea Plants

Applicant: Alex Frederick Schoemaker
Provisional application Ser. No. 62/765,663

Filed: Sep. 7, 2018

Title: Hydrangea Plant Named ‘L.C NO2’
Applicant: Alex Frederick Schoemaker

Filed: Plant patent application Ser. No. 16/602,287
Title: Hydrangea Plant Named ‘L.C NOS’
Applicant: Alex Frederick Schoemaker

Filed: Plant patent application Ser. No. 16/602,282

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Hydrangea plant, botanically known as Hydrangea pan-
iculata, commercially referred to as a Hardy or Panicled
Hydrangea and hereinafter referred to by the name ‘LC
NO7°.

The new Hydrangea plant is a product of a planned
breeding program conducted by the Inventor in Boskoop,
The Netherlands. The objective of the breeding program is
to create new Hydrangea plants with uniform plant habit and
attractive inflorescences.

The new Hydrangea plant originated from an open-
pollination in July, 2013 in Boskoop, The Netherlands, of
Hydrangea paniculata ‘Limelight’, disclosed in U.S. Plant
Pat. No. 12,874, as the female, or seed, parent with an
unknown selection of Hydrangea paniculata as the male, or

10

15

20

25

30

2

pollen, parent. The new Hydrangea plant was discovered
and selected by the Inventor as a single flowering plant from
within the progeny of the stated open-pollination in a
controlled greenhouse environment in Boskoop, The Neth-
erlands during the summer of 2016.

Asexual reproduction of the new Hydrangea plant by
vegetative tip cuttings in a controlled environment in Bosk-
oop, The Netherlands since the summer of 2016 has shown
that the unique features of this new Hydrangea plant are
stable and reproduced true to type in successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the new Hydrangea have not been observed
under all possible combinations of environmental conditions
and cultural practices. The phenotype may vary somewhat
with variations in environmental conditions such as tem-
perature and light intensity without, however, any variance
in genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘L.LC NO7°.
These characteristics in combination distinguish ‘LC NO7’
as a new and distinct Hydrangea plant:

1. Medium in size and broadly upright plant habit.

2. Freely branching habit with strong lateral branches.

3. Freely flowering habit with plants remaining in flower
for a long period time.

4. Dense and hardy inflorescences with white-colored
sterile flowers that age attractively to greyed purple in
color with development.

5. Good garden performance.

Plants of the new Hydrangea can be compared to plants
of the female parent, ‘Limelight’. Plants of the new Hydran-
gea differ primarily from plants of ‘Limelight” in the fol-
lowing characteristics:
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1. Sterile flowers of plants of the new Hydrangea are

smaller than sterile flowers of plants of ‘Limelight’.

2. Plants of the new Hydrangea and ‘Limelight’ differ in

sterile flower color as sterile flowers of plants of the
new Hydrangea are white in color becoming greyed
purple with development whereas sterile flowers of
plants of ‘Limelight’ are light green in color.

Plants of the new Hydrangea can be compared to plants
of the Hydrangea paniculata ‘1.C NO2’, disclosed in a U.S.
Plant Patent application filed concurrently. In side-by-side
comparisons, plants of the new Hydrangea differ primarily
from plants of ‘L.C NO2’ in plant habit as plants of the new
Hydrangea are taller and broader than plants of ‘L.C NO2’.
In addition, plants of the new Hydrangea are more freely
branching than plants of ‘L.C NO2’.

Plants of the new Hydrangea can be compared to plants
of the Hydrangea paniculata ‘1L.C NOS5’, disclosed in a U.S.
Plant Patent application filed concurrently. In side-by-side
comparisons, plants of the new Hydrangea differ primarily
from plants of ‘L.C NOS’ in plant habit as plants of the new
Hydrangea are taller and broader than plants of ‘L.C NOS5’.
In addition, plants of the new Hydrangea are more freely
branching than plants of ‘L.C NOS5’.

Plants of the new Hydrangea can also be compared to
plants of the Hydrangea paniculata ‘Jane’, disclosed in U.S.
Plant Pat. No. 22,330. In side-by-side comparisons, plants of
the new Hydrangea differ primarily from plants of ‘Jane’ in
the following characteristics:

1. Leaf margins of plants of the new Hydrangea are more

serrated than leaf margins of plants of ‘Jane’.

2. Leaf apices of plants of the new Hydrangea are more

pointed than leaf apices of plants of ‘Jane’.

3. Leaves of plants of the new Hydrangea are matte in

luster whereas leaves of plants of ‘Jane’ are glossy.

4. Sterile flowers of plants of the new Hydrangea are

white in color becoming greyed purple in color with
development whereas sterile flowers of plants of ‘Jane’
are light green in color.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
unique appearance of the new Hydrangea plant showing the
colors as true as it is reasonably possible to obtain in colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may
differ from the color values cited in the detailed botanical
description which accurately describe the colors of the new
Hydrangea plant.

The photograph on the first sheet (FIG. 1 of 2) is a side
perspective view of a typical flowering plant of ‘LC NO7°.

The photograph on the second sheet (FIG. 2 of 2) is a
close-up view of a typical inflorescence of ‘LC NO7’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

Plants used in the aforementioned photographs and in the
following description were grown during the late summer in
20-cm containers in an outdoor nursery in Boskoop, The
Netherlands and under cultural practices typical of commer-
cial Hydrangea production. During the production of the
plants, day temperatures ranged from about 16° C. to 25° C.
and night temperatures ranged from about averaged 5° C. to
16° C. Plants of the new Hydrangea were pinched one time
and were two years old when the photographs and descrip-
tion were taken. As a Hardy or Panicled Hydrangea, plants
of the new Hydrangea are typically not treated with alumi-
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num sulfate to “blue” the inflorescences. In the following
description, color references are made to The Royal Horti-
cultural Society Colour Chart, 2015 Edition, except where
general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used.
Botanical description: Hydrangea paniculata ‘1L.C NO7’.
Parentage:

Female, or seed, parent.—Hydrangea paniculata
‘Limelight’, disclosed in U.S. Plant Pat. No. 12,874.

Male, or pollen, parent—Unknown selection of
Hydrangea paniculata, not patented.

Propagation:

Type cutting—By vegetative tip cuttings.

Time to initiate roots, summer.—About 20 days at
temperatures about 16° C. to 30° C.

Time to produce a rooted young plant, summer.—
About 50 days at temperatures about 16° C. to 30° C.

Root description.—Medium in thickness, fibrous; typi-
cally light brown in color, actual color of the roots is
dependent on substrate composition, water quality,
fertilizer type and formulation, substrate temperature
and physiological age of roots.

Rooting habit—Freely branching; dense.

Plant description:

Plant and growth habit—Medium-sized, broadly
upright plant habit; overall plant shape, obovate to
broadly obovate; strong and sturdy stems; moder-
ately vigorous to vigorous growth habit and moder-
ate to rapid growth rate.

Plant height—About 74.8 cm.

Plant diameter or area of spread.—About 71 cm.

Lateral branch description:

Branching habit—Freely branching habit, about 16
lateral branches develop per plant; pinching will
enhance lateral branch development.

Length—About 52.8 cm.

Diameter—About 5 mm.

Internode length.—About 4.4 cm.

Texture—When developing, densely pubescent; fully
developed, woody.

Aspect—Upright to about 40° from vertical.

Strength.—Strong, sturdy.

Color—When developing: Close to a blend of N148D
and 151D; surfaces exposed to sunlight are tinged
with close to 182C to 182D. Developed: Close to a
blend of N199B and 200C; when woody, close to
N199B to N199C and 200D.

Lenticels—Density: Sparse; only observed on devel-
oped stems. Size, developed stems: About 1.5 mm by
0.75 mm. Color, developed stems: Close to 173D.

Leaf description:

Arrangement.—Opposite, simple.

Length—About 8 cm.

Width.—About 4 cm.

Shape.—Ovate.

Apex—Apiculate.

Base —Obtuse.

Margin—Serrate.

Texture, upper and lower surfaces—Moderately
pubescent, scabrous; slightly rugose.

Venation pattern.—Pinnate.

Color—Developing leaves, upper surface: Close to
144A. Developing leaves, lower surface: Close to
between 145A and 147D. Fully developed leaves,
upper surface: Close to between 143A and 144A;
venation, close to 152B. Fully developed leaves,
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lower surface: Close to between 146D and 147C;
venation, close to 195B to 195C proximally tinged
with close to 182C.

Petioles—1Iength: About 1 cm. Diameter: About 2
mm. Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Sparsely
pubescent. Color, upper surface: Close to 182B;
margins, close to 183B. Color, lower surface: Close
to 153D tinged with close to 182C to 182D.

Flower description:
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Sepals, sterile flowers—Quantity and arrangement:
Typically four, occasionally three, in a single whorl.
Length: About 1.35 cm. Width: About 8 mm. Shape:
Obovate to elliptic. Apex: Rounded to emarginate.
Base: Cuneate. Margin: Entire. Texture and luster,
upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous; matte.
Color: When opening, upper and lower surfaces:
Close to NN155B. Fully opened, upper and lower
surfaces: Close to NN155B; color becoming closer
to 185C with development.

Flower type and habit—Showy sterile flowers and 1o Sepals, fertile flowers—Quantity and arrangement:
small inconspicuous fertile flowers arranged on ter- Five in a single whorl. Length: About 1 mm. Width:
minal panicles; panicles broadly ovate in shape; AbOUF 1 mm. Shape: Near deltoid. Apex: Broadly
sterile. flowers fage upright to ou‘F\yard.ly and.slightly ?le)l(r‘:lulrréatilh dBaslfl:stErr Oal(lﬂy ecrmzitle lggvaer:;%ms:urEigtcler:::
drooping depending on their position in the inflores- Smooth, glabrous: n,latté)pCOIOr' When opening an(i
cence; fertile flowers face mostly upright. ’ ’ L ]

prsrnce il gt s s i el et o 6 1556, ol

Natural flowering season—Flowering begins in the and fully opened. lower surface: Close to 155C.
midsummer and is continuous until late summer in lor d Y pt h’ ith d 1' ) ’
Northern Burope. % color does not change with deve .opmen .

Flower longevity—Sterile flowers last about six weeks P e]céz.c els, s?eArijle ﬂlowers.S—LengﬁlMA:;b out 11'5 e
on the plant, sterile flowers persistent; fertile flowers Alamettezb Otm6 0 ;n;ﬂn tr;:ngt h o erflrte %’ stron%i.

: spect: Aboul rom branch axis. Texture an
last about five days on the plant, fertile flowers not luslt)er' Sparselyv pubescent: matte. Color: Close fo
persistent. NNléSBp yp 5 . :

Quantity of flowers.—Freely flowering habit; about 400 . " ] .
steﬁlei flowers and about 140 fertile flowers per P eggﬁli&{fgflltlefsoﬁz'E{;Zﬁgﬁz ﬁggériggl'szﬁg'

Pai??llec Z.eigh +— About 13.9 cm Aspect: About 10° from branch axis. Texture and

Panicle diameter—About 12.8 e, lluss;eg: Densely pubescent; matte. Color: Close to

Steril buds.—Length: About 5 . Diameter: )
e:bzﬁmlvegmuSilape'eré%lp-shag :d Cnol?olr, é?ol;z etro 30 Reproductive organs, sterile flowers—Stamens: Quan-
157C ' ’ ) ’ tity per flower: About ten. Filament length: About 2.5

Fertile flower buds.—Length: About 4 mm. Diameter: inm.thFﬂzI;lenI f)oéor : Clofn&? NI\I?SSD'BAmgfr
About 2 . Shape: Obovate. Color: Cl t ength: out L. mm. er shape: broadly
NNoluSSD' Itgiards ?ﬁ: apexozelloese toOI\OIg6C' cijrsrfmacj oblong. Anther color: Close to 155A. Pollen amount:
ture caly;( close to 155A. ’ 35 Moderate. Pollen color: Close to 155A. Pistils: To

. e ) date, pistil development on sterile flowers of the new

Sterile flower diameter—About 2.5 cm. Ihvd b b b d

Steril denth (height)—About 5 . 'yarangea nhas no ccn observed.

F::le. lee?loov:;ee}; d?Z mege:li A)b out 8011111m S Reproductive organs, fertile flowers—Stamens: Quan-

Fertil. denth (heieht)—About 5 tity per flower: About ten. Filament length: About 4

o eﬂowgr epth (height)—About 5 mm. 40 mm. Filament color: Close to NN155D. Anther

Petals, sterile flowers.—Quantity and arrangement: length: About 0.5 mm. Anther shape: Broadly
F i ingle whorl. Length: About 2.5 . ’ : : :
\X?il(lirth%rksozinlg;m\fn OSrhapee':Ig:/ate c oonucave AI;E;I, oblong. Anther color: Close to 155A. Pollen amount:
Acute. Base: Cuneaté Marg.in' Ent’ire Texnire an(i Moderate. Pollen color: Close to 156A. Pistils: Pistil
luster, upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous; 45 ?xgng?s]ti{)féngt%\yil;ozgglﬁy Sttlilgrzr?a solfacszoéllaul‘:)}i
matte. Color: When opening and fully opened, upper sha .ed Stigma c.olor' Close tc.) 155C. Style ien th:
surface: Close to NN155D; color does not change Abp '05 & Stvl ’ o C1 ’ l;}SIC Og )
with development. When opening and fully opened, lou.t Cl‘ mm. 1 5t7y ; color: Close to - Lvary
lower surface: Close to NN155D; towards the apex, S CZ or: T osg to d ducti b b
tinged with close to 68B; color does not change with ceds—lo date, seed production has not been

development.

observed on plants of the new Hydrangea.

Pathogen & pest resistance: To date, under commercial
production conditions, plants of the new Hydrangea have
not been observed to be resistant to pathogens and pests
common to Hydrangea plants.

35 Garden performance: Plants of the new Hydrangea have
been observed have good garden performance and to be
suitable for USDA Hardiness Zones 5 through 9.

It is claimed:
1. A new and distinct Hydrangea plant named ‘L.C NO7°

O as illustrated and described.

Petals, fertile flowers—Quantity and arrangement:
Five in a single whorl. Length: About 3 mm. Width:
About 1.75 mm. Shape: Ovate, concave. Apex:
Acute. Base: Cuneate. Margin: Entire. Texture and
luster, upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, glabrous;
matte. Color: When opening and fully opened, upper
surface: Close to NN155D; color does not change
with development. When opening and fully opened,
lower surface: Close to NN155D; towards the apex,
slightly tinged with close to 68B; color does not
change with development. L
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