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UNITED STATES 
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PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAMI GEORGE FITZGERALD, OF ST. MALO, FRANCE. 

DRAINING OR DRYING RACK FOR DISHEs ANID LIKE CULINARY EFFECTs. 
Application filed April 30, 1926, Serial No. 105,807, and in Great Britain May 13, 1925. 

This invention comprises improvements 
in draining or drying racks for plates, 
dishes and other culinary effects and has for 
its object to provide an improved construc 
tion of apparatus of this type. 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a drying rack, which when not re 
(quired for use can be collapsed to occupy 
relatively little space. i 
A further object of my invention is to 

provide a rack having means for support 
ing cups, bowls and other culinary effects. 
A still further object of my invention is 

to provide a drying rack with means to catch 
the drips from the articles being dried. My 
invention has for its object to provide fur 
ther improvements, which will be hereinafter 
described. 
According to my invention the improved 

draining or drying rack comprises two 
frames having vertical divisions and cross 
stays or members interconnected to each 
other in such manner that when not required 
for use the rack or frames can be collapsed 
and when required for use can be opened out 
so that dishes, plates and the like can be sup 
ported between the divisions of the tw 
frames. 

Said rack may have combined therewith 
one or more trays secured thereto in such 
manner that when the rack is required for 
use said tray or trays can be turned to a 
horizontal position so that cups and other 
culinary articles can be supported thereon 
and when not required for use can be col 
lapsed or turned to lie against or parallel 
with the said frames. - 
Further auxiliary trays may be intercon 

nected to the said frames in such manner 
that, when the latter are in their open po 
sition, Said auxiliary trays asSume a hori 
zontal position between the two frames. 
If desired means may be provided to catch 

drips which may drain from the dishes or 
the like supported by the rack. 
In order that my invention may be clearly . 

understood I have hereunto appended ex 
planatory sheets of drawings illustrating, 
by way of example only, a preferred embodi 
ment of my invention and whereon:- 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the ap 
paratus in the collapsed position. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the ap 
paratus in the open position and 

Figure 3 illustrates diagrammatically the 
movement of the various parts of the ap 
paratus from the open to the closed position. 

Referring to the drawings:- 
( and b are the two frames, a the division 

wires which extend longitudinally of each 
frame, and d are the cross stays. 
Frame a is provided with lugs or the like e 

by which the device can be secured to a wall 
or the like and frame b is pivotally secured 
to frame a at f. 
A tray g is secured to the upper end of 

the apparatus in such manner that it can be 
held in the horizontal position as shown in 
Figure 2 or allowed to assume the vertical 
position shown in Figure 1. 
In the apparatus illustrated said tray g is 

provided on each side thereof with two pins 
or studs h and h' and the lugs e secured 
to the upper end of the apparatus are pro 
vided with closed slots i and open ended 
slots i. 
The construction is such that when studs 

h'fit into the open ended slots said tray is 
held in its horizontal position, but when the 
tray is moved forward so that the studs h. 
clear their slots the tray can be moved into 
the vertical position. 

If desired, springs, not shown, may be 
provided to draw the said tray backwards 
when turned to the vertical position. 
The lower tray i is pivotally secured at 

f to lugs if secured to the lower end of the 
frame b, and when moved to the horizontal 
position is held thereby by projecting studs 
k' carried by extensions of said frame abut 
ting against said lugs i. 

Pivotally secured to frame b near the cross 
stay is the auxiliary tray land at the lower 
end of the said frame is similarly secured 
the auxiliary tray m. 
Arms in are pivoted to the lugs e at n and 

to the auxiliary tray m, at n°. 
Links o interconnect the said arms in and 

the tray l. Said frames and trays are all 
conveniently formed of a suitable rigid rec 
tangular frame work and wires extending 
between two opposite sides thereof, the wires 
in the lower part of frame b being spaced 
at a greater distance apart than the wires 
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in the upper part of said frame and in the 
By screw nails or other suitable 

the apparatus is secured to a wall or other 
support and when not required for use the 
frames and trays assume a vertical position 
as shown in Figure 1 so that the apparatus 
then occupies very little space. - 
When required for use the lower end of 

frame b is drawn forward to the position 
shown in Figure 2, and in so doing the trays 
l, and m by reason of the manner in which they are interconnected, automatically as 
sume the horizontal position. There is - suf 
ficient clearance between the lugs e and arms 
in to permit the ends of the sides of the tray 
m passing between same, and the stop on 
the frame a arrests the downward movement 
of the tray m. 
The upper tray g is then raised to the hor 

izontal position and moved slightly back 
wards so that the pin h fits within the open 
in the horizontal position. 
The lower tray is turned downwards to 

assume the horizontal position, the studski 
by co-acting with the lugs maintaining the 
lowertray in the horizontal position. 

Dishes or plates which have been washed 
are then placed between the vertical divi 
sions c of the two frames a and b. Smaller 
dishes, such as saucers, are placed between 
the upper divisions of the frame b the pe 
ripheries thereof resting on the cross stays d. 

35 Should a dish having a diameter smaller 
than the distance between the two cross 
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of duck or other suitable fabric k secured 
80 

stays be inadvertently inserted between such 
divisions it is prevented from falling by the 
t ?. . arge dinner plates or dishes and the like 
are placed between the divisions of the lower 
portions of the framesa and b, the dishes 
resting on the bottom sides of the two frames. 
By reason of the spaces between the divisions 
of the lower part of the frame b being at 
relatively great distances, apart relatively 
deep plates, such as soup plates, can be in 
troduced therein, and two or more plates 
may be introduced between each of such 
divisions. 
Cups, bowls, knives, forks, spoons and 

other articles may be placed on either the 
upper or lower trays g or i. 

If desired means may be provided to 
catch the water draining from the plates 
and the like and in the apparatus illustrated 
this is effected by means of a short length 

to cords k" which pass over the pulleys. k. 
mounted on a spindle extending between the upper lugs e. 
The other ends of said cords have secured 

thereto weighted members. A guide roll 
er 8 is mounted between the lower lugs e. 

folded down. 
ended slots i, the tray being thereby locked 
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When not in use the said length of fabric 
hangs vertically downwards. 
When the apparatus is in the open posi 

tion the lower end of the fabric is pulled 
below the roller and below the trays m and i 
and is secured in this position by clips or 
hooks t secured to the lower edge of said 
fabric and engaging with the outer end of 
the trayi, the fabric then catching any 
water which may drain or clip from the 
dishes or the like. 
When the frame is in the open position 

the rear ends of the sides of the frame m. 
is slightly below the dead centre so that the 
apparatus cannot be accidentally returned 
to the closed position. 
To close the apparatus the hooks t are 

freed from the trayiso that it is drawn upwards by the weights r and hangs verti 
cally at the rear of the apparatus. 
The tray i is folded up and the tray g 

The rear end of the tray m. 
is then slightly raised and the frames and 
tray can then be collapsed to assume the 
position shown in Figure 1. 

Either of the two trays g and i may be 
used without opening out the frame b, the 
tray g being operated as herein described and 
the tray it turned about its pivot so that 
notches or recesses win the extensions thereof 
accomodate the lower ends of the sides of 
the frame a. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A collapsible drying rack comprising 

a frame, a second frame articulated thereto 
near the upper end thereof, means for re 
taining the lower ends of said frames in an 
extended position, divisions extending lon 
gitudinally of at least one of the frames, a 
tray articulated to one of said frames and 
means for supporting said tray in a hori 
zontal position. 

2. A collapsible rack comprising a frame, 
a second frame articulated thereto near the 
upper end thereof, vertical divisions extend 
ing longitudinally of at least one of said 
frames, horizontal cross members dividing 
said frames to form at least two tiers, and 
means to temporarily maintain the lower 
ends of said frames in an extended position 
with respect to each other. 

3. A collapsible drying rack comprising a 
frame, a second frame articulated thereto 
near the upper end thereof, vertical divi 
sions extending longitudinally of the frames, 
cross members dividing both frames to form 
two tiers, linkwork to temporarily retain 
the lower ends of said frames in an extended 
position, a tray articulated to the foot of 
one of said frames and means to retain said 
tray in a horizontal position. 

4. A collapsible drying rack comprising a 
frame, a second frame articulated thereto 
near the upper end thereof, vertical divi 
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sions extending longitudinally of at least 
one of the frames, cross members dividing 
each of said frames into a lower and upper 
tier, means for retaining the lower ends of 
said frames in an extended position, an aux 
iliary frame pivoted to one of said frames 
and means for automatically moving said 
auxiliary frame to a horizontal position be 
tween the two frames. 

5. A collapsible drying rack comprising a 
frame, a second frame articulated thereto 
near the upper end thereof, means for re 
taining the lower ends of said frames in an 
extended position, divisions extending lon 
gitudinally of at least one of the frames, a 
tray articulated to one of said frames, means 
for supporting said tray in a horizontal po 
sition and means to catch water drops fall 
ing from utensils supported by said frames. 

6. A collapsible drying rack comprising a 
frame, a second frame articulated thereto 

near the upper end thereof, means for re 
taining the lower ends of said frames in an 
extended position, divisions extending lon 
gitudinally of at least one of the frames, a 
tray articulated to one of stid frames, means 
for supporting, said tray in a horizontal po 
sition, a roller, a flexible fabric sheet wound 
thereon and means to retain said sheet below 

* \the rack. 7. A collapsible drying rack comprising a 
frame, a second frame articulated thereto 
near the upper end thereof, means for re 
taining the lower ends of said frames in 
an extended position, divisions extending 
longitudinally of at least one of the frames, 
a tray pivotally supported near the upper 
ends of said frames, a second tray pivotally 
supported near the lower ends thereof, and 
means for retaining both trays in a hori 
zontal position. 
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