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2 Claims,
My invention relates to a cabinet constrtiction

for heat insulated refrigerator cabinets.

It is an object of my invention to provide an

improved breaker strip construction for such a

(CL 220—9)

substantially the entire length thereof. The
strips of metal are preferably formed of & non-
_ corroding material, such ag stainless steel, or are
coated with a bright metal, such as chromium.

5 . cabinet and to provide a breaker strip and cabi- The strips of metal 28 are bent to provide a 8
net construction in which nails and screws for  groove or clip 29 at one longitudinal edge thereof
fastening the breaker strip to the cabmet are to engage the longitudinal edge of the rigid non-
dispensed with. metailic strip 27, The metal forming the strips

It is another object of my invention to pro- 28 is preferably of sufficient thickness that once

10 vide a breaker strip which is extremely pleasing bent, it is not readily deformable, but neverthe- i@

in appearance and which is exceptionally durable. less, is inherently flexible to a slight degree so -
These and other objects are effected by my that the clip 29 will grip the edge of the strip

invention as will be apparent from the following 27 with sufficient force that the metal strip 28

description and claims taken in connection with  will not fall off the non-metallic strip 21. The

18 the accompanying drawing, and forming a part metal strips 28 are provided with another clip 38
of this application, in which: 31 bent to form outwardly facing grooves 32 ex-

Fig. 1 is a front view of a refrigerator cabinet tending substantially the entire length of the
embodying my invention shown with the door non-metallic strip 27. As shown best in Figs, 1
open; and 3, the assembled heat breaker 25 is formed

o0 Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the refrigerator in four pieces and is attached to the cabinet by 20
cabinet taken on line II—II of Fig. 1; inserting the edge portions 23 and 24 of the inner

Fig. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken on and outer shells {7 and 2{ in the grooves 32
the line IIT—ITI of Fig. 1, showing the cabinet formed in the metalstrips 28. The clips 3{ form-
with the door closed, and also the breaker strips; ing. the grooves 32 also preferably grip the edge

25 and, . portions of the inner and outer shells 17 and 24. o5

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view of my im- Corner clips 33 cover the joint between the heat

" proved breaker strip. breaker 2§ at the corners of the access opening

Referring specifically to the drawing for a de- . (Fig. D).
tailed description of my invention, in Figs. 1  After the heat breaker 25 has heen assembled

30 and 2, numeral {{ designates generally & refrig- by sliding the metal strips 28 onto the non- 30
erator cabinet embodying a cabinet body portion metallic strip 27, and the assembled breaker at-

12. The body portion 12 includes & food storage tached to the cabinet body portion {2 in the man-
compartment {3 having 2 heat-absorbing element ner described above, the inner shell {7 and the
§8 disposed therein and an access opening {5 outer shell 2f are pulled together to clamp the

35 provided in the front of the cabinet. A door i6is lbreaker 25 between them, the breaker then ag

provided for closing the access opening. serving as a heat break and as a spacing mem-

Referring now to Pig. 2 of the drawing, the ber for the inner and outer shells 17 and 21, In
body portion {2 of the cabinet is formed of an order to pull the inner and outer shells together,
outer metal shell {7 having a front marginal the back of the outer shell {7 is provided with a

40 portion {8 and an inturned flange (8§ extending removable panel 34 (Fig. 2). Brackets 8% are 40
peripherally of the access opening 18, The food attached to the front marginal portions {8 of the
storage compartment 13 is formed from a fve- outer shell and steel straps 36 are attached there-
sided metal inner shell 21 having an outturned to, encompassing the inner shell Z{, as shown in
flange 22 extending peripherally of the access Fig. 2, The straps 36 are pulled up tight and

45 opening with the edge 23 thereof facing the edge connected as shown at 3%, thereby holding the 48
24 of the flange 18 on the outer shell 17. A heat inner and outer shells in proper position. Heab
breaker 25, shown in detail in Figs, 3 and 4, is insulation 48 is disposed between the shells, and
provided for conmecting and spacing the edges the removable back panel 88 is attached to the
23 and 2§ of the inner and outer shells, respec- outer shell {7,

&0 tively. The door {6 for the cabinet is formed of an 50

The heat breaker 25 is formed preferably of outer shell 37 and an inner shell 38. The shells
a non-hygroscopic non-metallic impregnated have inturned flanges 89 and &1, respectively,
moulded material in the form of g relatively rigid formed peripherally of the door opening. A heat
strip 27, Strips of metal 28 are provided on each - breaker 42 of the same construction as the heat

#o longitudinal edge of the rigid strip 27 and extend breaker 25, is attached to edge portions 43 and gg
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44, respectively, of the flanges 89 and 41. Heat
insulation 45 is inserted between the outer and
inner door shells 37 and 88 and the shells are
pulled together by means of a screw 46 which
engages a threaded block 47 welded to the outer
shell 37. Corner clips 48 are provided at the
corners of the door {6 to cover the joint between
the heat breaker 25 at the corners. A sealing
gasket 49 is attached to an overlapping portion
51 of the door {6 and engages the marginal por-
tion {8 of the cabinet body portion [2.

When heat breakers 26 and 82, formed as
shown and described are applied to a refrigerator
cabinet, nails and screws for attaching the heat
breakers aré completely dispensed with. Fur-
thermore, if the grooves for attaching the heat
breakers to the cabinet are formed in the non-
metallic strip 27 rather than in the metal strips
28, there is a tendency for the edges of the inner
and outer shells to cut the non-metallic strip,
which results in wear and permits moisture to
enter the heat insulation. In addition, the metal
trim at the edge of the breaker strip which is

" exposed to view presents an extremely pleasing

28

appearance. The heat breaker is easily con-
structed and may be attached to the cabinet with

_very little time and effort.
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From the foregoing it will be apparent that I

“have provided an improved refrigerator cabinet
and breaker strip construction which is durable, -

inexpensive and pleasing in appearance.

While I have shown my invention in but one
form, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art
that it is not so limited but is susceptible of vari-
ous changes and modifications without departing
from the spirit thereof, and I desire, therefore,
that only such limitations shall be placed there-
upon as are imposed by the prior art or as are
specifically set forth in the appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. In a refrigerator cabinet construction em-
bodying & cabinet having & substantially rec-
tangular access opening therein and a door for
closing the access opening, the combination of
spaced inner and outer shells having opposed
flanges with spaced-apart edge portions sur-
rounding the access opening, the flange of the in~
ner shell defining the boundaries of the access
opening, the flanges on any one side of said

opening lying in substantialiy s common plane,

a breaker strip of non-hygroscopic heat-insulat-
ing material bridging the space between the shells
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and overlapping the outer surface of the ﬂange
of at least one of the shells, means extending
between sald shells for preventing separation
thereof, means extending substantially around
the periphery of sald rectangular access opening
for securing sald breaker strip to the flange of
sald one shell and including & connecting strip
of metal having one edge bent to engage the
breaker strip on both of its opposing surfaces
adjacent the edge thereof and having its other
edge bent to form a pocket on the inner side
thereof for recelving the edge portion of the
flange of sald one shell, the bends in the edges
of the connecting strip extending in substantially
opposite directions and the intermediate portion
of the connecting strip being substantially flat
and lying between the-outer face of the fiange
of said one shell and the breaker strip, and means
for securing the other edge of the breaker strip
to the other shell in overlapping relation with a
portion thereof.

2. In a refrigerator cabinet construction em-

s

B

20

bodying @ cabinet having a ‘substantially rec- .

tangular access opening therein and a door for
closing the access opening, the combination of
spaced inner and outer shells having opposed
flanges with spaced-apart edge portions surround-
ing the access opening, the flange of the inner
shell defining the boundaries of the access open-
ing, the flanges on any one side of said access
opening lying in a substantially common plane,
a breaker strip of non-hygroscopic heat-insulat-
ing material bridging the space between the shells
and overlapping the outer surfaces of the respec-
tive flanges, means extending between said shells
for preventing separation thereof, and means ex-
tending substantially around the periphery of said
rectangular access opening for securing said
breaker strip to the flanges of both of said shells
and including connecting strips of metal, each
having one edge bent to engage the breaker strip
on both of its opposing surfaces adjacent the edge
thereof and having its other edge bent to form &
pocket on the inner side thereof for receiving the
edge portions of the flanges of said shells, the
bends in the edges of the connecting strips ex-
tending in substantially opposite directions and
the intermediate portions of the connecting strips
being flat and lying between the outer faces of
said ﬂanges and the breaker strip.
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