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This invention relates to a:certain new, and
useful improvement intooth-brush holders. and
has for its prime object the provision, as a new
article of manufacture, of an inexpensive, readily

§ constructed receptacle in which normally the
tooth-brush may be suspended for enclosing. the
brush for protecting the same from contamina-
tion hy bacteria, dust or dirt, and the like, the
receptacle preferably containing a suitable quan-
tity of antiseptic fluid into which the brush may
be dipped for sterilization prior to using, and in
which,- following use, the brush may be again
dipped and supported, the excess of fluid drain-
ing from the brush into the body of the contained
fluid and the receptacle preferably having vents
for affording a.circulation of air therethrough for
drying the fluid-moistened suspended brush.

And with the above and other objects in view,
my invention resides in the novel features of
form, construction, arrangement, and combina-~
tion of parts presently descrlbed and pointed out
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawing,—

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a tooth-
brush holder and sterilizer of my invention, a
tooth-~brush being also shown suspended therein;

Figure 2 is a side-elevational view of the holder
and sterilizer; and

Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view taken
approximately along the line 3—3, Figure 2.

Referring now more in detail and by reference
characters to the drawing, which illustrates a
preferred embodiment of my invention, A desig-
nates a receptacle or vessel, which is preferably
in the form of a suitably elongated tubular shell
or housing. 1, constructed of any suitable mate-
rial, such, for instance, as glass, celluloid, metal,
or the like.

The shell 1 is of preferably oval cross-section
and is provided circumferentially intermediate
its ends with an annular outwardly presented rib
2 for engaging a rack, bracket, screw-eye, or
other like support (net shown), whereby the re-
ceptacle A is adapted for disposition with 1ts
longer dimension in a vertical plane.
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At its lower end, the shell 1 is closed by a

. bottom-wall 3, and at a suitable distance above
the bottom wall 3, the shell 1 is provided with an
annular marking or etched-line 4. Intermediate
the marking 4 and the rib 2, the shell 1 is pro-
vided with suitable vents or apertures 5, for a
purpose soon appearing.

At its upper end, the shell 1 terminates in, or
is formed with, a so-called hood 6 longitudinally
projecting upwardly from, and its front portion
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being arcuately or ‘obliquely cut-back from its
junction with, the rib 2, the hood top-wall 7 being
segmentally reduced relatively to the diametrical
dimension of the shell 1 and being extended down-
wardly along its chordwise margin, as by an apron 0
8, partly over said cut-away portion in the for-
mation of a shell-mouth or opening 9. The open~
ing 9 is thus disposed intermediate the lower end

of the apron 8 and the rib'2 and through a con-
stricted throat 10 formed in the apron 8 com- 65
municates with a reduced slot or-notch 11 pro-
vided in the top-wall 7.

B designates a tooth-brush comprising a con-
ventional or standard head 12 carrying the usual
bristles 13. . Extending from the head 12, is a 79
handle 14 substantially rectangular in cross-sec-
tion, that is, having a greater width than thick-.
ness. The handle 14, however, is reduced in width.
intermediate its ends and thereby formed across
its respective narrow faces with corresponding 75
shoulders 15, as shown. o

Tn use, the receptacle A is vertically supported
in ‘suitable manner as described, and & quantity
of any suitable antiseptic fluid C as a mouth-
wash or the like having preferably germicidal gg
qualities, is deposited in the shell 1 until the level
of the fluid C is at the indicia or marking 4, the
latter indicating to the user the preferred quan-
tity of the contained fluid. :

The tooth-brush B is then by its handle 14 gz
grasped by the user and its head 12 endwise in-
serted in and through the mouth 9 for dipping or
immersing the bristles 13 into the fluid C.

Meanwhile the user rotates the brush B for pre-
senting a narrower face of the handle 14 toward g9
the throat 10, when the handle 14 may be passed
from the mouth 9 through the. throat 10 into
the slot or opening 11 in the top-wall 7 of the
hood 6.

The user then lifts the brush B within the shell g5
1 for removing the bristles 13 from the contained
fluid C and also turns the handle 14 for disposing
the width thereof crosswise of the slot 11 -with the
shoulders 15 resting upon the marginal walls of
the opening 11 for supporting-or suspending the 199
brush B-therefrom, the excess fluid C draining
from the bristles 13 into the body of the contained
fluid C and the brush-head 12 then being dis-
posed more or less opposite the apertures 5, the
ventilation afforded through which serving most 195
efficiently for drying the brush-bristles 13 while
the brush B is so suspended in the receptacle A.

‘When not in use, the brush B is substantially
protected from contact with dirt, dust, and bac-
teria by the walls of the housing A, and when 1jp
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it is de51red to-again use the brush B, the handle
14 is turned edgewise toward the throat 10 for
shifting the handle into the mouth 9, whereupon
the brush-bristles 13 may be immersed in the
antiseptic fluid C, which sterilizes the brush B
prior to use. After using, the brush may be again
dipped in the fluid C and then suspended 1n the
shell 1, as described.

The holder is simple and inexpensive in.struc-
ture, may be economically manufactured, and. is

exceedingly convenient and efficient in the per-

formance of its intended functions.

It will be understood that changes and modifi=
cations in the form, construction, arrangement,
and combination of the several parts of my tooth-

brush holder and sterilizer may be made and sub-

stituted for those herein shown and described
without departing from the nature and pnncxples
of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what T’

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is—

1. As a new.article of manufacture, a tooth-
brush receptaclie in the form of a tubular shell
having 2 segmentally reduced end wall and a side
wall cut away in the formation of a mouth at its
upper end, said end wall having a depending apron
presented toward, and said end wall and apron
having a continuous brush-handle accommodat-
ing and supporting slot at.an end opening to and
communicating with, the shell-mouth. .

2, As a new article of manufacture, a tooth-
brush receptacle in the form of a tubular shell
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having a longitudinally extending hood cut away

in its side wall in the formation of a mouth for
the shell, the hood having an end wall segmentally
reduced relatively to the diametrical dimension of
the shell and provided diametrically with a slot
at an end opening to and communicating with the
shell-mouth.

3. As a new article of manufacture, a tooth-
brush receptacle in the form of a tubular shell
having a hood longitudinally extending from and
communicating at its lower end with the shell-
interior and having a wall at its upper end, the
hood being cut away in its side wall in .the for-
mation of a. mouth for the shell and said end wall
being provided diametrically with a brush-handle
accommodating slot at an end opening to and
communicating with said mouth.

4. As a new article of manufacture, a tooth-
brush receptacle in the form of a tubular shell
having g hood longitudinally extending from and
communicating at its lower end with the shell-
interior and being cut away in its side wall in the
formation of a mouth for the shell, the hood hav-
ing a: wall at its upper end and an arcuate apron
projecting from said wall downwardly toward the
shell-mouth, said end wall and apron having a
continuous brush-handle accommodating slot
constricted in width intermediate its ends and at
an end opening to and communicating with- the
shell-mouth.

WILLIAM OCHSE.
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