April 14, 1942. , E. R. CREBBS 2,279,658
' CONTAINER '
Filed Sept. 19, 1939

. ‘ N\ —FTin 4.
19 BEREE TR AR— . '

Z <
T | s
gl 1 ) -

7. 3
277 | - Q_ B 25/@

e

INVENTOR,

EARL R. CREBSS.
BY

i ~petags
‘ - ATTORNEYS. .




Patented Apr. 14, 1942

UNITED

2,219,658

STATES PATENT OFFICE

2,219,658
CONTAINER -

Earl R. Crebbs, San Franecisco, Calif., assignor to
Stanley Pedder Contra Costa County, Calif,

Application September 19, 1939, Serial No. 295,588
(CL 206—57)

1 Claim.

My invention relates to packaging and dis-
pensing means, more particularly to a container
for packaging and dispensing stacked tissues or

the like which of themselves are incapable of self

support.

It has been the practice in the past, in dis-
bensing such items as toilet tissue, paper towels,
toilet seat covers and the like to provide a per-

manent dispensing container of relatively dura-.

ble construction and refill the same as the oc-
casion demands. The container in which such
items are originally packed and marketed, there-
after, must be discarded as having already served
its intended purpose. While these items are
sometimes prepared in rolls and dispensed from
containers designed to hold such rolls and per-
mit withdrawal and severence of single items
therefrom as desired, other receéptacles are de-
signed to dispense such items individually from
stacks. In connection with such receptacles, and
due to the thinness and inherent inability of such
items to support themselves within the container
when stood on edge unsupported, some means in
the form of a follower is usually provided to con-

tinually pack the stack against a supporting wall =

as the confents are dispensed and the pile or
stack grows thinner.

It is an object of my invention to provide an
improved packaging container for stacked tissues
or the like which shall also constitute the dis-
pensing container for its contents and support
such tissues on edge in proper position for dis-
pensing the same.

It is another object of my invention to provide
an improved packaging container for stacked tis-
sues or the like which shall also constitute the
dispensing container for its contents and be self-
regulating to a degree sufficient to preclude
slumping or collapsing of its contents as the con-
tents of such container is dispensed. v

A further object of my invention is to provide
an improved packaging container for stacked tis-
sues or the like which shall serve as the dis-
pensing container for such tissues and include
as an integral part thereof, means for hangmg
the container in a dispensing position.

A further object of my invention is to prov1de
an improved packaging container fabricated from
a single blank.

An additional object of my invention is to pro-
vide an improved dispenser for stacked tissues
or the like which container shall require no fol-
lower or other independent means for support-
ing such stacked material on edge.

It is a further object of my invention to pro-
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vide an improved dlspensmg container for stacked
material or the like in which the cover is locked:
while the container is hanging in a dxspensmg
position.

Additional objects of my “invention will be
brought out in the following description of the
same taken in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawing wherein: . :

Figure 1is a plan view of g blank from which -
my improved container may be conveniently
formed.

Figure 2 is a view in perspective of my 1mproved
container.

Figure 3 is a view in séction taken along. the
line 3—3 of Figure 2.

Figure 4 is a view corresponding to that of
Figure 3 showing the cover in opeén position.

Figure 5 is a view in section of & packed con-

* tainer illustrating the manner in which my im-

proved container functions to support the stacked
material therein.

Referring now more particularly to the draw-
ing for further and detailed explanation of: my
invention, the blank of Figure 1 which illustrates

. one manner of fabricating my improved contain-

er, is preferably of stiff paper or corresponding .
material and comprises a front wall ‘section f,a"
rear wall section 3 connected thereto by a bottom
wall section 5. Integral with the front wall see-~
tion and extending laterally therefrom, are. rela-
tively narrow side wall sections 7 and 9 each be-
ing provided with an integral securing tab. 11 and
13 respectively along its longer edge and a se-
curing tab 15 and 17 respectively along the short-"
er. edge adjacent the bottom wall section 5.
Along the edge of the front wall section farthest
removed from the bottom wall section is the cover
section {9. The front wall section is provided
with a window opening 21 through which mate-
rial may be dispensed, and the rear wall section
is provided with an opening 23 near- that edge.
farthest removed from the bottom wall section.
The blank is creased along both the 'solid and
dotted lines indicated thereon in Figure 1. The
solid lines indicate bending of the biank in a di-
rection away from an  operator, whereas the
dotted lines indicate bending of the blank in a
direction toward an operator, or vice versa,. :
When the blank has been creased in accord-
ance with the indications shown thereon, and
folded in accordance with such creases, the secur-
ing tabs 11 and {8 along the longer edges of each
side section will match and overlap the side wall
engaging edges of the rear wall section 3 to which
such tabs may be glued, : The tabs 15 and {1 will
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register with the bottom wall section 5 fo which
such tabs may be secured as by gluing. The cover
section 18, when creased as indicated, will provide
a cover having an integral tab 25 and an integral
tab extension 27 at its midpoint, the tab exien-
sion being effectively lengthened by notching the
tab 25 at either side of the extension 27. The
container resulting from  such operations upon
the blank of Figure 1 will appear as illustrated
in Figure 2. Portions of such container corre-
sponding to previously described sections of the

blank of Figure 1 will bear the same reference.

characters. Such container will'include the front
wall | with the window opening 2 formed there-
in, and the rear wall 3. - The front and rear walls
will be interconnected by side walls- T and 9 and
a bottom wall 5. Due to the manner of creasing
the blank of Figure 1, both the side walls and

bottom wall will be gusseted. The cover {9 wiil.
also be gusseted and provide a complementary :

fit in the open end of the.container. In closing
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the opening to the container with the cover, the

tah: extension 27 is. inserted through the cpening
23 in the rear wall and provides a hanging tab for
supporting the container in dispensing position
fronmy.any suitable wall hanger or the like. For
this -purpose, the tab extension has a suspension
opening 29 therethrough which is preferably re-
inforced to sustain- the-weight of the container
and its-contents. While suspended in such dis-
pensing position, the cover is effectively locked in
position with the tab 25 being urged against the
rear wall surface of the container by the pull on
the tab extension to seal the container, and such
seal is rendered more efficacious by the notching
of the tab at either side of the tab extension.
Such locking of the cover will tend to discourage
removal ‘of the:-contents in bulk from the con-
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tainer; in addition to maintaining the open end -

substantially closed to the entrance of dust.
The  container, following its fabrication, and
due to the gusseted side walls and bottom will
assume a-normal partially expanded condition
wherein the front and rear walls will be spaced
somewhat from each other, the container being

capable of further expansion 'in response to-the'

application. of expanding pressure between the
" front and rear walls of the container. Following
any such additional expansion of the container,
the resilient characteristic of the side walls and
bottom, attributed to the gusseted construction
of .the same, will tend to- restore the -container

to.its normal condition, which is that substan-

tially as shown in Figure 2.

The preduct to be dispensed from the container
is preferably in the form of items of sheet ma-
terial folded and stacked to present a free edge
to the dispensing opening in the front wall. The
container is dimensioned with respect to such
product, so that the width of the stacked material
is somewhat greater than the normal distance
existing between the inwardly directed edges of
the.gusseted side walls-in the empty state of the
container but slightly less than the width of the
front or rear wall of the confainer. The con-
tainer is packed with such stacked material to
substantially the full expansion limit of the con-
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tainer without causing buckling of the gusseted
side walls or bottom, thus assuring restoration of
the container to substantially its original condi-
tion, as the stack diminishes in thickness in re-
sponse to withdrawal of items therefrom through
the window opening in the front wall. As the
container thus contracts, the distance between
the inwardly directed edges of the side walls be-
comes less than the actual width of the contents
of the container. This results in a tendency of
such side walls to penetrate the stacked material,
roughly separating the same into two sections
with the result that the inwardly directed side
walls act to support the stacked material in the
container at a time when such material requires
support, namely after a substantial portion of the
contents of the container has been dispensed.
This is shown in a somewhat exaggerated man-
ner in Figure 5. At the same time the spacing
between the front and rear walls of the container
has diminished, adding materially to: the- ability
of the container to. support stacked products
therein such as above mentioned.

In view of the fact that such confainers may
be made of relatively cheap material such as stiff
paper or the like, the cost of fabricating the same
need not vary from the ccost of packaging similar
material in ordinary containers for subsequent
transfer to-a refillable- dispenser of the perma-
nent. type. My improved .container, thus- elimi-
nates the necessity and expense of installing such
a- permanent fixture; at the same time avoiding
the inconvenience .of :refilling the same at inter-
vals.

While I have discussed a preferred form of my
invention it becomes apparent that minor
changes may be made therein without departing
from the scope of my invention, and I consequent-
ly-do not desire to be 1imited in my protection
to the specific- details: of construction disclosed
by me except as may be necessitated by the prior
art -and the appended -claim. :

‘T claim:

A dispensing package including a container
comprising a front and rear wall, gusseted side
walls and a gusseted bottom interconnecting said
front and rear walls, said front wall having an
uncovered opening therein through which to
show and dispense the contents of said container,
a cover gusseted to provide a complementary fit
with said side walls at the open end of said con-
tainer, all of said gussets. being single and ex-
tending inwardly, said cover being hinged to the
top edge of said front wall and having a tab
adapted to extend through'said rear wall in closed
position of said cover to provide means for load-
ing and suspending said container for dispensing
purposes, and a stack of folded sheet material
items standing on -edge in said container with a
free edge of each facing:the dispensing opening in
said front wall, said items each having a width
greater than the minimuym empty-container dis-
tance between said side wall gussets, all -of said
gussets being stressed- to hold. said sheet items
firmly against said-opening.
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