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Claims 1 and 2 set <forth “comprising, in the stated order from the
object side, a first lens group having a negative refractive power, a second
lens group having a positive refractive power, and a third lens group....”
Claims 1 and 2 are thus considered to encompass a variable-power optical
system in which another lens group has been added to a variable-power optical
system constituted of a first lens group of negative refractive power, a
second lens group of positive refractive power, and a third lens group of
positive refractive power, or a variable-power optical system including a
third 1lens group of other refractive power. The description, meanwhile,
discloses a variable-power optical system constituted of a first lens group
of negative refractive power, a second lens group of positive refractive
power, and a third lens group of positive refractive power as the only
specific example. Thus, the inventions in claims 1 and 2 of the present
application, which also encompass a variable-power optical system in which
another lens group has been added or a variable-power optical system which
comprises a third lens group of other refractive power, exceeds the scope
that 1s disclosed in the description, and fails to meet the requirement
pertaining to support stipulated in PCT Article 6. A similar problem also
arises for other claims that cite claims 1 and 2, and for claim 21.

Accordingly, a meaningful search could not be conducted for an optical
system other than a wvariable-power optical system of a three—-group
configuration constituted of a first lens group of a negative refractive
power, a second lens group of a positive refractive power, and a third lens
group o©of a positive refractive power, and therefore no such search was

conducted.
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