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To all whon, it may concern: 
IBe it known that I, EDWARD L. GUND 

I, ACII, a citizen of the United States of 
America, residing at St. Louis, in the State 
of Missouri, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Clasps, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

clasps and has particular application to a 
clasp for use in conjunction with hose sup 
porters and the like. 
In carrying out the present invention, it 

is my purpose to provide a clasp whereby 
the material of the garment will be effec 
tively gripped and which will embrace the 
desired features of simplicity, efficiency and 
durability coupled with cheapness of cost 
in manufacture and marketing. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists in the construction, 
combination and arrangement of parts here 
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inafter set forth in and falling within the 
scope of the claim. 
In the accompanying drawing; Figure 1 

is a plan view of a hose supporter equipped 
with a pair of clasps each constructed in ac 
cordance with the present invention. Fig. 
2 is a plan view of the base member of one 
of the clasps. Fig. 3 is an edge view of the 
same. Fig. 4 is a plan view of the pivoted 
jaw member of the clasp, Fig. 5 is an edge 
view of the same. Fig. 6 is a perspective 
view illustrating the hose supporter in use. 

Referring to the drawing, the numeral 1. 
designates a piece of elastic webbing, and 
connected to its opposite ends is a clasp, 
each of said clasps conprising a base plate 
2 having a slot 3 in one end thereof through 
which the elastic webbing 1 is passed for se 
curing the same together. The base mem 
ber 2 of the clasp is provided with a pro 
jectingshank 4, the shank being rigid and 
having a lug 5 extending laterally from its 
outer end, said lug 5 being provided with a 
pivot hole 6. The pivoted jaw member 7 of 
the clasp comprises an elongated rigid flat 
metal bar provided with a pivot hole 8 
therein, said jaw member being pivoted 
upon a pin 9 extending through the holes 6 
and 8. Projecting from the jaw member 7 
near one end thereof is a stud 10 provided 
with a head 11. In the base member 2 at 
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one side thereof is a hole 12 of a size to 
readily admit the head 11 of the stud 10. 
From this construction and arrangement of 
the jaw member and the shank it will be 
seen that they provide a tapering slot in 
creasing in diameter from the point of piv 
otal connection of the members to their con 
nections with the base plate. Upon the in 
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Sertion of the material between the shank 
and jaw member, when the same is applied 
to a garment, the members will have a tend 
ency to spread, due to the elasticity of the 
fabric 1, in which event the material will be 
more securely held between the shank and 
jaw owing to the decreasing diameter of the 
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slot formed between the same, and the jaw 
member will be caused to lock itself to the 
base plate. 
The operation of my invention may be 

briefly described as follows:-After the stocking a has been put on a portion of the 
stocking is gathered and inserted between 
the jaw member 7 and the shank 4 of one 
clasp. The jaw member 7 is then connected 
to the base member 2 by inserting the head 
11 of the stud 10 through the opening 12. 
A slight pull upon the elastic webbing 1 
will firmly and reliably connect the clasp 
to the stocking. The outer clasp is then se 
cured to another portion of the stocking 
around the leg, as shown in Fig. 6. The 
clasps being drawn one toward the other 
by means of the elastic webbing 1 will hold 
the stocking in place without interfering 
with the circulation and without uncom 
fortable strains on the garment. 
My invention is of simple construction, 

can be manufactured at low cost, is quick 
to attach and detach and is comfortable to 
the wearer. " 
I claim:- - 
A clasp for garment supporters compris 

ing a base plate, a rigid shank integral with 
the base plate and projecting therefrom at 
an , angle relatively to the longitudinal 
center line thereof, a rigid jaw member piv 
otally secured at one end to the free ex 
tremity of said shank and to one side there 
of, said base plate being provided with an 
opening, and a headed stud carried by the 
free end of the jaw member and adapted to 
be disposed within said opening, the rela 
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tive positions of the jaw member and shank In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
forming a tapering E. whery the pres- in presence of two witnesses. - 
sure of the material between said jaw mem ber and shank will engage the head of the EDWARD L. GUNDLACH. 

5 stud with the upper surface of the base Witnesses: 
plate to lock the jaw member with relation CHAs. GUNDLACH, 
to the base. THEoDORE Koch. 


