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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN W. BLACKLEDGE, OF INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA. 

SHOWe CAS E. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 489,705, dated January 10, 1893. 
Application filed February 2, 1892, Serial No. 420,082, (No mode.) 

To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN W. BLACKLEDGE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at In 
dianapolis, in the county of Marion and State 
of Indiana, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Show-Cases, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My Said invention consists in certain im 

provements upon that for which Letters Pat 
ent of the United States No. 405,003 were 
granted me, dated June 11, 1889, and it con 
sists in certain details of construction and 
arrangement of parts, as will be hereinafter 
more fully described and claimed. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
which are made a part hereof, and on which 
similar letters of reference indicate similar 
parts, Figure 1 is a side elevation of a show 
case embodying my said invention; Fig. 2 a. 
Central Sectional view of the same; Fig. 3 a. 
top or plan view; Fig. 4 a horizontal sectional 
view near the bottom or lower end, and Fig. 
5 a central view through one of the drawers. 

In Said drawings the portions marked A 
represent the frame-work of my improved 
show case; B a base on which the same is 
mounted and adapted to be revolved, and C 
the Swinging receptacles. - 
The frame A, I prefer to make circular or 

Semi-circular in form, as shown. It consists 
of a top and bottom, united by two partitions, 
which cross each other or are united at the 
center as shown most plainly in Fig. 4. 
Shelves A are arranged at suitable intervals 
between the top and the bottom, and between 
these shelves are the spaces in which the 
SWinging receptacles C are intended to be 
placed. The frame may be surmounted by 
Standards and a railing, as shown, and orna 
mented with moldings, carving and other deco 
rations if desired, the intention being to pro 
vide an ornamental case for use in exhibiting 
Samples of goods and such like articles. 
The base B is formed flat, and is preferably 

of less diameter than the case itself, as shown, 
and is provided with a pivot-standard B' 
which extends up in a central position in the 
case, and comes in contact with the bearing 
a. The most of the weight of the case is thus 
supported, and said case is enabled to turn 
freely on the pivot which said standard forms. 
Anti-friction rollers b are provided near the 

sides of the bottom, which prevent any tip 
ping of the case, and upon which a portion of 
the weight of the case rests when one side is 
loaded heavier than another. 
The receptacles C are in many respects 

similar to those shown in the aforementioned 
patent. Each one is now, however, Supported 
by a shelf fixed firmly in the frame-work, in 
stead of depending altogether on the pivot 
rod as before. They are thus enabled to be 
fitted more closely in position, resulting in 
their being more tightly closed when shut, and 
they are more firmly sustained than before. 
The receptacles are now in substantially the 
form of a sector of a circle, pivoted or hinged 
at one of the outer corners by pivot-rods C 
or otherwise, and having handles or operat 
ing catches c at the opposite corners, The 
inner corners are preferably cut off somewhat, 
as shown, or flattened, for convenience. 
Where the pivot rod C’ passes through the 
side of the drawer near the corner small plates 
c' are placed, which strengthen the sides, and 
form better bearings for said pivot-rods. The 
fronts of these receptacles are of glass, and 
have a curvature approximating the general 
contour of the case, and said fronts are seated 
in rabbets in the sides and bottom, and after 
being placed in position are preferably cov 
ered with moldings c'. The upper front por 
tions of the receptacles are secured together, 
and the upper edges of the glass fronts in 
closed, by a metal strip C which for nearly 
its entire length is bent over to inclose the 
upper edge of the glass, and then continued 
on straight, and bent around the upper front 
corners of the drawers, where it is secured by 
small screws. This not only forms a frame 
for the upper edge of the glass, but it also se 
cures the drawers together very firmly, and it 
is also neat and inexpensive. 
Having thus fully described my said inven 

tion, what I claim as new, and desire to secure 
by Letters Patent, is 

1. In a show case, the combination with a 
frame divided by vertical partitions, and the 
spaces hetween which partitions are divided 
by horizontal partitions or shelves, of recep 
tacles hinged at one front corner and filling 
the spaces between the partitions and shelves, 
as shown, when closed, and adapted to be 
swung out and display the goods therein, said 
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case as a whole being mounted on a central 
pivot and adapted to be turned to bring any 
Set of receptacles to the front, all substan 
tially as shown and described and for the pur 
pose as specified. 

2. In a show case, swinging receptacles in 
the form of a sector of a circle, the fronts 
Whereof are of glass, seated at the bottom and 
ends in rabbets in the bottom and sides of the 
receptacle, and provided at the top with a 
metal edge piece bent over and inclosing the 
upper edge of the glass and extending around 
and secured to the sides, thus protecting both 
the edge of the glass and securing the sides 
of the receptacle in place, substantially as 
shown and described. 

3. An upright revolving cylindrical show 
case consisting of a top and bottom united by 
vertical partitions which are gained together 
at the center, and shelves or horizontal parti 
tions dividing the spaces between the verti 
cal partitions, and receptacles or inclosures for 
the goods secured in the spaces thus formed, 
the whole being mounted upon a base having 
a vertical pivot, substantially as and for the 
purposes set forth. 

489,705 

4. A show case consisting of the frame di 
vided into equal vertical compartments by 
partitions which meet at a common central 
point, said vertical compartments being di 
vided by horizontal shelves or partitions, the 
spaces between which are filled by a recepta 
cle hinged at one of its front corners and pro 
vided with a glass front, substantially as set 
forth. 

5. The combination, in a show case, of a cir 
cular frame divided into equal parts by ver 
tical partitions, which parts are again divided 
by horizontal partitions, and fan-shaped re 
ceptacles pivoted therein by one corner, the 
fronts of which are in the form of arcs of cir 
cles, whereby, when said receptacles are 
closed, a complete circular structure is pro 
duced, substantially as shown and described. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand and seal, at Indianapolis, Indiana, this 
28th day of January, A. D. 1892. 

JOHN W. BLACKLEDGE. 
Witnesses: 

E. W. BRADFORD, 
J. A. WALSH. 

L. S. 
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