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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Joszpr E. WENMAN,

“a citizen of the United States, and a resi-

dent of New Philadelphia, in the county. of
Tuscarawas and State of Ohio, have in-
vented a new and Improved Plate-Lifter,
of which the following is a full, clear, and

“exact description.
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My invention relates to a new and im-
proved form of plate lifter or detachable
handle for articles, especially those which
are too hot to be readily handled without
the interposition of some such tool.

An object of my invention is to provide
a utensil having parts, which may readily
be constructed from metal wire without the
use of any connecting pivots.

A further object of my invention is to
so construct the relative parts that they may
be mutually braced.

A still further object of my invention is
to so construct the parts that they may be
readily and removably locked in position.

With the above and other objects in view,
as will more fully hereinafter appear, the
present invention consists in certain novel
details of construction and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, llustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and more
particularly pointed out in the appended
claim.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-
cation, in which similar characters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
figures, and in which—
~ Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a
preferred embodiment of my plate lifter;
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same; and
Fig. 3 is a plan view of the same.

My improved plate lifter comprises two
parts A and B, preferably made of some
strong metallic wire, one part being mov-
able relatively to the other by means of a
loose hinge connection, whereby the plate
is grasped between movable jaws. The
member A is constructed from one piece of
wire doubled upon itself, the loop being
bent into the substantially rectangular
gripping handle 8. The two members are
wrapped about each other at 4, and extend
forward parallel with each other, as shown
at 5, to form between the same, a guideway
6. One of the members at 7, is bent about
itself to form an eye 8, and then extends

forwardly in the plane of the part 5 of the
member, to constitute the arm 2, the outer
end of which is flattened, as shown at 9, and
is bent slightly downward to conform to
the outside of the plate C. The other
branch 5 of the bent wire is passed through
the eye 8, is slightly bent outward, as
shown at 11, and extends divergently for-
ward and outward, to form the arm 1, cor-
responding in construction with the arm 2.
The member B likewise is in one piece, one
end of which is bent to form a handle 13
corresponding to the handle 3 and disposed
in the same plane with said handle. The
member B is bent intermediate its length
into a substantially U-shaped guiding ele-
ment 14, which extends through the guide-
way 6 and is held in said guideway by the
contacting of a vecessed portion 15 in one
of the arms of the U with the part 7. The
arm of the U-shaped member, opposite the
depressed portion 15, is bent into a substan-
tially S-shape 16, which passes through the
eye 8 and projects forward to form a top
engaging prong 17, centrally disposed be-
tween the arms 1 and 2, and having a down-
wardly-inclined engaging hook 18 adapted
to contact with the top of the plate, thereby
gripping the same between the flat portions
9 and the hook 18. Tt will be seen that the
S-shaped member 16 has free play within
the eye 8, and that the U-shaped extending
member 14 prevents any side play between
these members and the depression 15 pre-
vents any vertical play or loosening of the
members.

It is noted that by the above construction,
each member is made continuous of one
length of wire; that there are no drilled
joints or other expensive construction; that
the parts are merely twisted upon  them-
selves and flattened out at one point, to
thereby afford a relatively cheap and dura-
ble locking construction. Further it will
be seen that the member B is automatically
locked to the member A, as one side of the
guideway is forced into the recess 15 by a
slight pressure on the members 8 and 13,
and by a slight extension of the handles’
the handles A and B are readily separated.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent:

A plate lifter, comprising two parts
hinged together, one of said parts bent
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upon itself to form a handle portion and
again bent upon itself to form an eye, the
portions between said bent portions forming
a guideway between the same, and a coact-
ing part passing through said eye, to form
a hinged connection with said first-men-
tioned part, said second-mentioned part be-
ing bent through said guideway and the end
of said second-mentioned part bent upon it-

self to form a handle coacting with the 10
first-mentioned handle.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

' JOSEPH E. WENMAN.

Witnesses: :

James Parmer,
J. W. AppLEMAN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents éach, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”




