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To (t/7, 7th OI) if Tu?tif (0.7-007'7. 
Be it known that I, NICIOLAs N. S. MAT 

COVITCH, a citizen of the United States, re- from any suitable source. 
siding at Oakland, in the county of Alameda, 
and State of California, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Dining Tables 
or Counters, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

dining tables and counters for restaurants, 
hotels, eating-stations and the like, espe 
cially in localities where it is very cold at cer 
tain seasons of the year. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

suitable dish-warming means in conjunction 
with a table or counter, so that plates, plat 
ters, side dishes, &c., containing Viands which 
should be served hot may be maintained 
in heated condition indefinitely after being 
placed before the diner. 
The invention consists of the parts and the 

construction and combination of parts, as 
hereinafter more fully described and claimed, 
having reference to the accompanying draw 
ings, in which 

Figure i is a plan of my improved table, 
omitting pedestal, with heating means dia 
grammatically represented. Fig. 2 is a 
cross-section of my table. 

I have here shown my invention applied 
to a table A, adapted to accommodate four 
persons, each place arranged with heating 
means for a plate or platter and two side 
dishes. It will be obvious that the shape or 
size of the table is immaterial and that there 
may be as many dish-heating areas as de 
sired. At each place the table-top is re 
cessed or perforated more or less conform 
ably to the shape of the dishes requiring to 
be heated, and in each of these recesses or 
perforations is placed a resistance-coil or 
electric heater having its terminals suitably 
connected with a source of supply. As 
herein represented, the heaters in the platter 
spaces are designated by numeral 2 and 
those in the Smaller side-dish spaces by nu 
meral 3, and each are connected in parallel 
through respective wires 4 5, 6 7 with the 
feed-wires S 9, which latter connect by 

wires S 9 with the respective terminals 10 
11 of the main wires 12 13, receiving power 

A switch 14 is 
interposed in each circuit 45, 67, so that the 
current may be cut out of or into any heater 
at any time. A switch 15 in the circuit of 
wires 12 13 enables the power to be cut off 
from all the heaters at once. The heaters 
of course would be made to lie flush with the 
top of the table, or the surface of the table 
may be made continuous by means of a 
metal plate 16, secured over each opening 
above the contained heater. By this ar 
rangement a person is enabled to seat him 
self at a table or eating-counter and no mat 
ter how intense the exterior cold may be 
each dish placed before him may be kept hot 
for an indefinite period. 
A revolving center stand is often desirable 

in connection with lunch-counters and the 
like, and I have shown an arrangement 
whereby the shelves of this revolving stand 
may be provided with local heating means. 
For this purpose the table A has a round 
central cut-out portion to receive a base or 
platform 17, supporting the pedestal 1 S. 
The platform 17 is preferably of metal and 
houses the resistances 19, which have each 
One terminal connecting with a suitable con 
ducting-socket 20, which is concentric with 
the platform and insulated therefrom and 
seats over the contact-point 10, on which it 
pivots. The other terminal of the resist 
ances 19 connects with an annular contact 
21, insulated from socket 20 and resting on 
contact 11. From contacts 20 21 extend 
wires 20, 21 to other heaters 22, located on 
supports 23 upon the pedestal and above the 
plane of the table. 

I thus provide a number of locally-heated 
areas upon which various dishes whose con 
tents should be kept Warm or hot may be 
placed. At the same time the surface of the 
table, counter, or central supports unoccu 
pied by such dishes remain practically un 
affected by the heat and will offer no incon 
venience to the customer, but will rather 
conduce in every way to his comfort. 

It is manifest that the invention is capable 
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of embodiment in a variety of forms without 
departing from the principle herein sought 
to be protected. 
24 25 are respective switches by which the 

current to resistances 19 and 22 is controlled. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

1. The combination with a lunch counter 
or table, of a revoluble center stand includ 
ing a base, a pedestal supported thereon, and 
ERE on the pedestal provided with lo cally-heated areas. 

2. The combination with a lunch counter 
or table having locally-heated areas and hav 
ing a central opening, of a revoluble center 
stand having a platform fitting the opening 
in the table, a conducting-socket carried by 
but insulated from the platform a contact 
member fixed to the counter or table and en 
gaged by said socket and about which the 
latter is revoluble, an annular contact insu 
lated from the socket, electrical connections 
between said contacts and the locally-heated 
areas of the counter or table, a pedestal fixed 
to the platform, supports on the pedestal 
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having electrical heaters and connections 
between said contacts and said heaters. 

3. An improved lunch counter or table 
having a central opening and having re 
cesses about the same; electric heaters in 
said recesses; a central post on the table 
forming an electrical contact and an annular 
member on the table forming a second con 
tact; a central revoluble pedestal having a 
platform resting on said annular contact, 
said platform fitting the central opening of 
the table and having a socket fitting said 
post and insulated from the platform and 
forming a contact; superposed supports on 
the pedestal, having electric heaters em 
bedded therein; wires extending between the 
several contacts and heaters; and means 
whereby any one or more of the heaters may 
be cut in or out of its electric circuit. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
eSS6S 

NICHOLAS N. S. MATCOWITCH, 
Witnesses: 

FRANK HERALD, 
B. E. PEDERSEN. 
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