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(57) Abstract: In this inkjet printer, a maintenance unit for preventing the clogging of a plurality of nozzles of an inkjet
head (3) comprises a driving mechanism for vertically moving a wiping member (15) or an urging member for urging the
wiper member (15) upward. In this inkjet printer, the wiper member (15) moves upward when the other-side end in a main
scanning direction of an ink discharge surface (3a) of the inkjet head (3), which moves together with a carriage (4) to one
side in the main scanning direction, passes through the wiper member (15) in a state in which the ink discharge surface
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(3a) is wiped off and the wiper member (15) is removed from the ink discharge surface (3a).
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

(Invention 1) Claims 1-7

Claims 1-7 have the special technical feature of an “inkjet printer comprising: an inkjet head that ejects ink;
a carriage on which the inkjet head is mounted; a carriage drive mechanism that moves the carriage in a main
scanning direction perpendicular to a vertical direction; and a maintenance unit that prevents clogging of a plurality
of nozzles of the inkjet head, wherein an ink ejection surface on which a plurality of the nozzles are disposed is
formed on the bottom surface of the inkjet head, the maintenance unit includes a wiper member that comes into
contact with the ink ejection surface to wipe the ink ejection surface and a biasing member that biases the wiper
member upward or a drive mechanism that moves the wiper member up and down, and the wiper member moves
upward when the other end of the ink ejection surface of the inkjet head in the main scanning direction, which moves
together with the carriage to one side of the main scanning direction, passes by the wiper member that is wiping
the ink ejection surface and the wiper member moves away from the ink ejection surface,” and thus are classified as
invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 8-15

Claims 8-15 share, with claim 1 classified as invention 1, the common technical feature of a “printing apparatus
comprising: an ejection head having a nozzle surface on which a plurality of nozzles for ejecting ink are formed in a
row at predetermined intervals; a cleaning unit that cleans the nozzle surface; and a drive unit that relatively moves
the nozzle surface and the cleaning unit.” However, the technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior
art in light of the disclosure of document 1, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature. There are no
other same or corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

Claims 8-15 are not dependent on claim 1. Claims 8-15 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely
related to any of the claims classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 8-15 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Claims 8-15 have the special technical feature of a “printing apparatus comprising: an ejection head having a
nozzle surface on which a plurality of nozzles for ejecting ink are formed in a row at predetermined intervals; a
cleaning unit that cleans the nozzle surface; and a drive unit that relatively moves the nozzle surface and the cleaning
unit, wherein the ejection head further includes a nozzle plate disposed so as to surround a nozzle region of the
nozzle surface on which the nozzles are formed, and a step corresponding to the thickness of the nozzle plate is
formed between the nozzle surface and the nozzle plate, and the cleaning unit includes a suction unit that performs
suction operation by surrounding a portion of the surface of the nozzle plate and a wiping unit that is disposed inside
the suction unit and wipes the nozzle surface surrounded by the nozzle plate,” and are thus classified as invention 2.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: claims 1-7

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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