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"of Constructing Building-Blocks, of
the following is a specification.

UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ARTHUR M. MICKELSON, OF NORTH CRYSTAL LAKE, ILLINOIS.

PROCESS OF CONSTRUCTING BUILDING-BLOCKS.

1,169,985,

Speciﬁcation of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 1,1916.

. Application filed July 15,1913, Serial No. 778,157, .

7o all whom it may concern: .

" Be it known that I, Artreror M. MickeL-
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at North Crystal Lake, in the county of Me-
Henry and State of Illinois, have invented
a.new and useful Improvement in Processes

i which

This invention relates to a process of
forming an artificial building block which
shall have an ornamental rough stone face,
formed of pebbles or pieces of broken rock,
thereby . giving.a wall or building the ap-
pearance of being constructed of pebbles,
broken rock or comparatively small stones.

The invention consists of the novel fea-
tures hereinafter described and pointed out
in the claim. _ . .

. The manner of carrying out the process.
and a sample of the finished product are
shown in the accompanying drawings, in
which: o _ :

Figure 1 is a Jongitudinal section through
a suitable mold illustrating the preferred
form of carrying out the process. Fig. 2
1s a perspective outer face view of one of the
blocks. o _ ' ,

In the -drawing 1, represents a suitable
mold of any desired-size, and upon the bot-
tom of said mold is placed a retentive base 2,
of a material of a comparatively stiff con-
sistency when moist and plastic when more
or less saturated with water, preferably clay;
3 indicates the pebbles, rocks or pieces of
broken stone or any other hard - material,
such as slag, with which it might be desired

to face the block. The block itself is indi--

cated at 4 and consists of any of the usual
cement or concrete mixtures, either with or
without coloring matter. o

The process consists in placing upon the
bottom of the mold a retentive base, or par-

“tially embedding in said base the pebbles or

other facing material, and then filling in
upon said material the sand and cement or
other mixture of which the blocks are to be

formed and packing or tamping the same to

the extent desired. As soon as the block has

_set sufficiently to permit its being handled it

is removed from the mold and the clay or
other base material is washed off the fac_t_a of

the block, thereby leaving exposed all those
portions of the pebbles, rock or other ma-
terial which had been embedded in said
base, and consequently protected from con-
tact with the cement or block material. Tt
will be noted therefore that the base forms
a double purpose, first it retains in proper
position the pebbles or facing material
thereby permitting them to be grouped in
any ornamental manner desired, and it also
prevents the block material from working
down to the bottom of the mold and thereby
causing ‘the facing material to be entirely
embedded in the block material.: Conse-
quently when said base is washed off the
block presents a rough surface with nu-
merous crevices between the projecting por-
tions of the facing inaterial from. which
the clay or base has been removed by the
washing process.

I am aware of the fact that it has been

proposed to embed pieces of rock into a block -

and then to polish the same off, and also
that it is common to pebble-dash a concrete
surface by throwing or otherwise embedding
gravel into the face of said surface, and then
washing the same down with cement. In
all of these processes the block material is
either forced entirely around the pieces of
rock or else is filled in all of the spaces be-
tween the various pieces so that the facing
material is substantially flush with the outer
face of the block, or the gravel is applied
to the wall after a cement backing has been
placed thereupon and as far as possible are
fully coated with cement.

What I claim is:— ‘

The process of manufacturing building
blocks having a rough exterior face, which
consists in partially embodying pieces of
rock or equivalent material ina retentive
adhesive and comparatively stiff base, of a
material plastic when wet, tamping 'a con-
crete mixture thereupon, permitting the
1Ea-me to set and then washing off the said

ase.
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