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3 Claims. 

The invention relates to store front construc 
tion and particularly to the ornamental metal 
sheathing which is used over the area of the store 
front above or below or intermediate the Windows. 
It has for its objects the provision of an improved 
joint construction at the meeting ends of the 
Sheathing plates, which provides for the expan 
Sion of the plates due to temperature changes, 
which is easily applied, which avoids the require 
ment for exposed screw heads which would im 
pair the appearance of the sheathing; and which 
permits a reduction in the number of screws ordi 
narily required. One embodiment of the inven 
tion is illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
Wherein: 

Figure 1 is a face view of the structure. Fig. 
2 is an enlarged section on the line II-II of Fig. 
1. Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 1, but with the 
cap plates removed. And Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are 
isometric detail views of the cap plate sections. 

Referring to the drawings, 7 is the supporting 
structure of Wood or the like which is to be 
covered by the sheathing. The sheathing in this 
instance consists of three sets of strips or plates 
8, 9, 0 and , 2, 3, which are secured to the 
structure 7 with their ends separated to provide 
the Space 4. The sheathing strips may be of con 
siderable length and the space 4 is necessary in 
Order to provide for changes in length due to 
expansion. The sheathing strips may be of any 
suitable metal, such as aluminum or brass and 
are preferably formed by extrusion. These may 
be of any desired ornamental configuration and 
the cap plates later described are similarly orna 
mented in order to improve the general ap 
pearance. 

Lying above the space 4 are a series of cap 
plates 5, 6 and 7 of the same material as the 
sheathing plates, but preferably formed by cast 
ing. These plates overlap each other at their 
end edges as shown in Fig. 2, and at their side 
edges they lie above the faces of the sheathing 
plates, as indicated in Fig. 1. The top and bot 
tom cap plates are provided with flanges 8 and 
9 lying at right angles to the face of the struc 

ture 7 and extending over the end edges thereof, 
Such flanges being secured to the structure 7 by 
means of the Screws 20 and 2. By this means, 
the heads of the screWS are concealed from an 
observer at the front of the sheathing. 
The cap plates are provided adjacent their ends 

with the projections 22, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27, 
which lie in the space 4 when the structure is 
assembled, as indicated in Figs. 1 and 2. These 
projections are of less width than the slot 4 so 
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that they leave clearance for the approach of the 
ends of the sheathing sections under varying 
temperature conditions. They are of such depth. 
that they lie against the wood structure 7 when 
the structure is assembled (Fig. 2). The projec 
tions 22 and 24 are provided with screw holes to 
receive the screws 25 and 26 by means of Which 
the plates are anchored in position. The projec 
tions 22 and 25 are provided with a dovetail inter 
lock so that when the parts are in assembled re 
lation, the lower end of the plate f6 is held 
against outward movement, the screw 25 thus 
serving to hold the meeting ends of both of the 
plates. Since the plate 6 overlaps the plate 5, 
the head of the screw 25 is concealed so that from 
the front of the structure, there is no showing of 
the fastening devices. There is a similar inter 
lock between the upper end of the plate 6 and 
the lower end of the plate 7, such interlock being 
provided by the projections 24 and 27. It will be 
noted that the invention is shown as applied to a 
structure in which the cap consists of three pieces 
only, but it will be understood that the same sys 
tem of interlocking the plates and securing them 
in position applies regardless of the number of 
parts which are required to make up the cap. 
In assembling the cap over the slot 4, the plate 
5 is first applied and secured in position by the 

screws 2 and 25. The plate f6 is then applied 
with the lugs 22 and 25 in interlocking engage 
ment and the screw 26 is positioned. Finally the 
plate 7 is applied and its flanged end f8 is se 
cured in place by the screw 20, thus completing 
the assembly. The construction has the advan 
tage of ease of installation due to the Small num 
ber of screws required because of the interlock 
ing devices, and further presents an improved ap 
pearance as compared to cap plates in which the 
heads of the ScreWS are visible. The ends of the 
sheathing plates are held securely by the cap 
plates and are free to expand and contract under 
temperature changes. Other advantages inci 
dent to the construction will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art. 
What I claim is: 
1. In combination in sheathing for a flat Sup 

porting structure, allined sheathing plates Secured 
to the structure With a space between their ad 
jacent ends, a series of cap plates over said space 
which successively overlap one another at their 
ends and whose sides overlap the outer faces of 
the sheathing plates, projections on the under 
sides of the cap plates at the ends thereof lying in 
said Space but Out of contact With the ends of the 
sheathing plates, an interlock between said pro 
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jections at the overlapping ends of the cap plates 
arranged. So that the plate which lies on the outer 
side of the overlap is prevented from outward 
movement, and a screw extending through the 
projection on the plate on the inner side of the 
overlap and into Said supporting structure. 

2. In combination in sheathing for a flat Sup 
porting structure, allined sheathing plates se 
cured to the structure with a space between their 
adjacent ends, a Series Of Cap plates Over Said 
space which successively overlap one another at 
their ends and whose sides overlap the Outer faces 
of the sheathing plates, projections on the under 
sides of the cap plates at the ends thereof lying 
in said Space, but out of contact with the ends 
of the sheathing plates, a dovetail interlock be 
tWeen said projections at the overlapping ends of 
the cap plates arranged so that the plate which 
lies on the outer side of the overlap is prevented 

20 from outward movement, and a screw extending 
through the projection on the plate on the inner 
Side of the Overlap and into said supporting 
structure. 
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3. In combination in sheathing for a flat sup 

porting structure, allined sheathing plates Se 
cured to the structure with a space between their 
adjacent ends, a series of cap plates over Said 
space which successively overlap one another at 
their ends and whose sides overlap the outer faces 
of the sheathing plates, projections on the under 
sides of the cap plates at the ends thereof lying 
in said space but out of contact with the ends of 
the sheathing plates, an interlock between said 
projections at the overlapping ends of the cap 
plates arranged so that the plate Which lies On 
the outer side of the overlap is prevented from 
outward movement, and a screw extending 
through the projection on the plate on the inner 
side of the overlap and into said Supporting 
structure, the end members of said series of cap 
plates having flanges at their outer ends extend 
ing at right angles to the face of said supporting 
structure and adapted to overlap the edges of 
such structure and to be secured thereto. 

EDWARD F. TONEY. 
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