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(57) Abrége/Abstract:

A strip merchandiser made of plastic sheet has W-shaped slits defining central fingers pointing towards one end of the strip for
suspending apertured products and outer fingers pointing towards the opposite end of the strip for suspending slotted products.
Mounting panels for hanging the strip from a merchandise display shelf are provided at both ends of the strip so that it can be
used reversibly depending on the type of products to be displayed thereon.
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCIOSURE

A strip merchandiser made of plastic sheet has W-shaped
slits defining central fingers pointing towards one end of
the strip for suspending apertured products and outer fingers
pointing towards the opposite end of the strip for suspending
slotted products. Mounting panels for hanging the strip from
a merchandise display shelf are provided at both ends of the
strip so that it can be used reversibly depending on the type
of products to be displayed thereon.
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WO 96/18328 PCT/USY9S5/11364
REVERSIBILE STRIP MERCHANDISER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
This invention relates to strip merchandisers generally

of the kind which are disclosed, for example, in prior U.S. patents
Nos. 4,483,502; 4,546,943; 4,718,627 and 4,911,392.

Each of the above patents discloses a merchandise display
element in the form of an elongate plastic strip (i.e. , a strip
merchandiser) having a mounting portion at one end by which the
strip can be suspended from the front edge of a merchandise display
shelf or the like, and an elongated body portion with a series of
superposed suspension fingers from each of which an apertured
product, such as blister pack, can be suspended. In use, the strip
is secured to a shelf by way of the mounting portion and the
fingers are loaded with a vertical row of products which can then
be removed individually by customers from the respective fingers.

Some products which are commonly displayed on strip
merchandisers, have relatively small central suspension apertﬁres
while other products have elongated transverse suspension slots.
If a strip merchandiser with relatively narrow suspension fingers,
suitable for apertured products, is used to display the slotted
products, an untidy display may result insofar as the slotted
products may slide randomly along the,suspenéion fingers. Also,
strip merchandisers having wider suspension fingers suitable for
slotted products obvicusly cannot be used to suspend products
having the smaller suspension apertures. It is an object of this
invention to provide a strip merchandiser having suspension

formations which are equally suitable for both apertured and
slotted products.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The 1invention provides a strip merchandiser of the kind
referred to which can be used reversibly, i.e., suspended from a
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Further, the strip has reversible product suspension formations
each in the form of a W-shaped slit. Each slit defines a pair of
outer fingers pointing towards one end of the strip and which
straddle a central finger pointing towards the opposite end of the
strip. Mounting portions for suspending the strip from a shelf are
provided at both ends of the strip.

When the strip is to be used for apertured products, the
central finger of each suspension formation is selected to suspend
a product while the outer fingers may be used to interlock the
product in place, and the strip is suspended by the mounting
portion at the end towards which <the central fingers point.
Alternatively, when the strip is to be used for slotted products,
the two outer fingers of each suspension formation selected to
suspend a product while the central finger may be used to interlock
the product in place and the strip is suspended by the mounting
portion at the opposite end towards which the outer fingers point.
Because of the lateral spacing of the outer fingers, these perform
like a strip with wide fingers effectively taking up a substantial
width of the slot in each product and thereby substantlally
eliminating untidy misalignments of the products.

In a preferred form of the invention, the outer (free) ends of
each W-shaped slit in the strip are formed with reverse somewhat U-
shaped curves. This structure prevents the strip from tearing at
these points, for example, when the fingers are placed under load.

the slit which is an alternative structure for preventing the strip
from tearing.

In accordance with another feature of the invention, a strip
merchandiser is divided lengthwise by transverse fold lines into a
series of contiguous panels and W—-shaped suspension formations are
provided on selected ones of the panels, for example, on alternate
panels. This structure allows the strip to be preloaded with
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products, for example, flattish blister pack or 1like cards, and
folded along the fold lines in such a way that the products
effectively concertina together against one another and form a
compact bundle which can be suitably parcelled for shipping. The
strip can then be unparcelled and unfolded at the point of sale and
saves having to load the strip in situ. The interlocking fingers
of each suspension formation are useful in this arrangement for
locking the products onto the strip. This feature of the invention
is useful for strips having a mounting portion at only one end or
at both ends.

Additional features and advantages of the invention will

become apparent from the ensuing description and claims read in
conjunction with the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS
Fig. 1 is a plan view of a strip merchandiser according to the
invention shown with one end up;

Fig. 2 is a view of the strip similar to Fig. 1, but with
the other end up;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of an alternative strip merchandiser
according to the invention:

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of a part of the strip
merchandiser of Fig. 3 shown folded and with slotted products

attached,

Fig. 5 is a front view of a part of the strip of Fig. 3
showing suspension of a slotted product using a pair of outer
suspension fingers:;

Fig. 6 is a side elevational view of that part of the
strip shown in Fig. 4; and

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 5, with the strip reversed,

showing suspension of an apertured product using a central
suspension finger.

Referring initially to Figs. 1 and 2, there is shown a strip
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merchandiser 10, which may, for exXample, be die cut or the 1like
from a plastic sheet in known manner, to provide a body portion 12
and mounting panels 14, 14’ at the top and bottom of the body
portion. Fig. 1 shows the strip with mounting panel 14 at the top
and Fig. 2 shows the strip reversed » With mounting panel 14’ at
the top. The body portion 12 is provided with a series of
superposed W-shaped slits 16 each defining a central finger 18
pointing towards mounting panel 14’ and a pair of outer fingers 20
peinting towards mounting panel 14. Also, the free outer ends of
each W-shaped slit are extended by reversed curves 16a defining a
small U-shaped formation to prevent the strip from tearing at these
points when it is under load. ‘

The two mounting panels 14, 14’ are each provided with
like mounting means for suspending the strip from the front of a
merchandise display shelf. In the illustrated embodiment the
mounting means are universal mounting means of the kind disclosed
in the above-noted U.S. Patent No. 4,718,627, but such mounting
means are only exemplary of suitable mounting means and other
mounting means can also be used. |

In explanation of the universal mounting means referred to
above, the panels 14, 14’ are separated from the body portion 12 by
U-shaped slits 24, 24’, the inner limbs of which extend to the
edges of the strip and which define between them respective stem

portions 26, 26’. This structure allows either mounting panel to
be fitted in a price channel at the front edge of a shelf as shown,

for example, in Fig. 3 of Patent No. 4,718,627. Also, the panels
14, 14’ have press-out arrowhead formations 28, 287 enabling the
respective mounting panel to be secured in an aperture of an
apertured shelf, as shown for example 1in Figs. 5 and 6 of the
patent or suspended from a hook as shown in Fig. 11 of the patent.
Additionally, to what is shown in the patent, each mounting panel
may have a strip of adhesive 30 or 307 on one surface (normally
covered by release paper, not shown) whereby the strip can, for
example, be adhered to a plain-fronted shelf or the like.

The strip can be used to suspend apertured products from the
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central fingers 18, with the central fingers pointing upwardly as
shown in Fig. 2 or it can be used to suspend slotted products from
the outer fingers 20, with the outer fingers pointing upwardly

as shown in Fig. 1. The manner in which such products are mounted
will be described below with reference to the embodiment of strip
shown in Fig. 3. '

Fig. 3 shows a modified strip merchandiser 40 having a main
body portion 42 with W-shaped slits 44 like those previously
described defining central and outer fingers 48, 50 and mounting
Panels 46, 46’ at its opposite ends, again with universail mounting
means as previously described enabling the strip to be suspended
from either end depending on whether it is used for slotted or
apertured products. In this case, however, body portion 42 is
divided by transverse fold lines 52 (score lines or perforations)
into a row of contiguous panels 54 and the slits 44 are provided in
alternate ones of the panels only.

Slotted products, such as blister pPack cards 32 (Figs. 4-6)
with suspension slots 34 may be suspended from the sets of outer
fingers 50 so, by flexing the respective pair of fingers 50
outwardly, suspending the product from the fingers 50 and flexing

Apertured products on the other hand, such as blister pack
card 36 (Fig. 7) with a small central aperture 38 may be suspended
from the central fingers 48 by flexing a central finger outwardly,

suspending a product therefrom and flexing the adjacent outer
fingers 50 over the front of the product to lock it in place
on the strip. In this case, the loaded strip can be suspended from
@ shelf using mounting panel 46’.

It will be understood that slotted and apertured products are
Suspended from the fingers 18 or 20 of strip 10 in the same manner
as described above.

The provision of the fold lines 52 in strip 40 provides the
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strip with an additional facility of enabling products to be pre-
loaded on the strip as shown in Figs. 4 and 6 and concertinad
together by alternately folding the strip panels backwards and
forwards. This allows the products to be formed into a compact
bundle for parcelling up and shipment, so that at a point of sale
the strip can simply be unwrapped and unfolded and i+ is
unnecessary to load the strip with products in situ. In this case,
the finger formations as previously described serve to lock the
products on the strip during shipping and display.
While only preferred embodiments of the invention have
been described herein in detail, the invention is not limited

thereby and modifications can be made within the scope of the
attached clainms.
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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive

property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows:

1. A strip merchandiser comprising a strip of plastic
sheet material having an elongate main body portion and a
mounting portion at each end of the body portion for

hanging the strip from a merchandise-display shelf and the

like, the body portion including at least one product-
suspension means including a first suspension formation for
suspending a first kind of product from the strip with one
of the mounting portions used for hanging the strip, and a
second suspension formation distinguished from the first
suspension formation for suspending a second kind of
product from the strip with the strip reversed lengthwise
and with the other of said mounting portions used for
hanging the strip; wherein each mounting portion includes

universal mounting means for selectively hanging the strip

on different articles; and said product-suspension means

comprises a W-shaped slit in the strip defining a central

flexible finger pointing towards said one of the mounting

portions, said central flexible finger defining the first
suspension formation, and a palr of outer flexible fingers
pointihg towards said other of said mounting portions and
straddling the central finger, said outer flexible fingers
together defining said second suspension formation, said
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slit being replicated at intervals lengthwise along the
body portion, said body portion being divided lengthwise by
transverse fold lines into a plurality of contiguous
panels, and said slits being provided 1n selected ones of

sald panels.

2 . A strip merchandiser comprising a strip of plastic

sheet material having an elongate main body portion and a
mounting portion at each end of the body portion for
hanging the strip from a merchandise-display shelf and the
like, the body portion including at least one product-
suspension means including a first suspension formation for

suspending a first kind of product from the strip with one
of the mounting portions used for hanging the strip, and a

second suspension formation distinguished from the first

suspension formation for suspending a second kind of

product from the strip with the strip reversed lengthwise

and with the other of salid mounting portions used for
hanging the strip; wherein each mounting portion includes
universal mounting means for selectively hanging the strip
on different articles, said universal mounting means

including at least an adhesive mounting means for

adhesively securing the strip on a surface.
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3. A strip merchandiser comprising a strip of plastic

e

sheet material having an elongate main body'portion and a

mounting portion at each end of the body portion for

hanging the strip from a merchandise-display shelf and the
like, the body portion including at least one product-
suspension meané including a first suspension formation for
suspending a first kind of product from the strip with one
of the mounting portions used for hanging the strip, and a
second suspension formation distinguished from the first
suspension formation for suspending a second kind of
product from the strip with the strip reversed lengthwise
and with the other of said mounting portions used for
hanging the strip; wherein each mounting portion includes

universal mounting means for selectively hanging the strip

on different articles, saild universal mounting means

including at least a press-out formation for insertion in a

shelf aperture to suspend the strip from the shelf.

4, A strip merchandiser comprising a strip of plastic
sheet material having an elongate main body portion and a
mounting portion at each end of the bbdy portion for
hanging the strip from amerchandisemdisplay shelf and the
like, the body portion including at least one product-
suspension means including a first suspension formation for
suspending a first kind of product from the strip with one

9
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of the mounting portions used for.hanging the strip, and a
second suspension formation distinguished from the first
suspension formation for suspending a second kind of
product from the strip with the strip reversed lengthwise

and with the other of said mounting portions used for

hanging the strip; wherein each mounting portion includes

universal mounting means for selectively hanging the strip

on different articles, sald universal mounting means
including at least a mounting panel for securing the
mounting means in a price channel along the front of the

merchandise-display shelf.

5. A strip merchandiser comprising a strip of plastic
_Sheet material having an elongate main body portion and a
mounting portion at each end of the body portion for
hanging the strip from a merchandise-display shelf and the
like,‘the body portion including at least one product-
suspension means including a first suspension formation for
suspending a first kind of product from the strip with one
of the mounting portiocons used for hanging the strip, and a
second suspension formation distinguished from the first
suspension formation for suspending a Second'kind of

product from the strip with the strip reversed lengthwise

and with the other of said mounting portions used for
hanging the strip; wherein each mounting portion includes

10
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universal mounting means for selectively hanging the strip

on different articles, each mounting portion comprising a

b

mounting panel defining salid universal mounting means, said
panel being separated ffom the body'portion of the strip by
lateral slits extending inwardly from opposite si1des of the
strip and defining a central stem therebetween connecting

the mounting panel to the body portion of the strip.

o . A strip merchandiser as claimed in any one of claims 2

to 5, wherein the product-suspension means comprises a W-

shaped slit in the strip defining a central flexible finger

pointing towards said one of the mounting portions, said

S

central flexible finger defining the first suspension

formation, and a pair of outer flexible fingers polnting

towards said other of said mounting portions straddling the

central finger, said outer flexible fingers together

defining said second suspension formation.

7. A strip merchandiser as claimed in claim 6, wherein

the slit 1s replicated at intervals lengthwise along the

body portion.

8. A method of presenting for display a product having an
opening therein by which the product can be suspended from
a suspension formation of a strip merchandiser, the method
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comprising: providing the strip merchandiser in the form of
a strip of plastic sheet material having an elongate main
body portion and a mounting portion at each end of the body

portion for hanging the strip from a support, the body

portion including product-suspension means including a

first suspension formation for suspending a product having

a first kind of suspension opening from the strip and a
second suspension formation distinguished from the first
suspension formation for suspending a product having a
second kind of suspension opening from the strip with the

strip reversed lengthwise; selecting which of the first and

second suspension formations is suitable for the opening in
the product to be displayed} suspending the product from

the selected suspension formation; determining which of the

mounting portions to use for hanging the strip and

suspended product from the support; and hanging the strip

from the selected mounting portion.

9. A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein the product-
suspension means 1s replicated at intervals lengthwise
along the body portion of the strip, and the product is

suspended from the selected suspension formation of each

suspension means.

12
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10. A method of presenting for display a product having an
opening therein by which the product can be suspended f rom
a suspension formation of a strip merchandiser, the method
comprising: providing the strip merchandiser in the form

of a strip of plastic sheet material having an elongate

main body portion and a mounting portion at each end of the
body portion for hanging the strip from a support, the body
portion including product-suspension means including a

first suspension formation for suSpending a product having

a first kind of suspension opening from the strip and a

second suspension formation distinguished from the first

suspension formation for suspending a product having a

second kind of suspenéion opening from the strip with the
strip reversed lengthwise; selecting which cf the first and
second suspension formations 1s suitable for the opening in
the product to be displayed; suspending the product from

the selected suspension formation and determining which of

the mounting portions to use for hanging the strip and
suspended product from the support, the product-suspension
means beiné replicated at 1intervals lengthwlse along the
body portion of the strip with a product being suspended
from a selected suspension formation of each suspension
means, the product-suspension means being provided on

selected foldable panels forming the'body portion of the
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strip; and reversely folding alternate panels of the strip

to concertina the products together intc a compact bundle.

11, A method as claimed in claim 8, 9 or 10, wherein the

first kind of suspension opening 1s a circular opening and
the second kind of suspension opening is an oval Opéning
having a wider transverse dimension; and the product-
suspension means comprises a W-shaped slit in the strip
merchandiser defining a central flexible finger pointing
toward one of the mounting portions, the central fléxible
finger defining the first suspension formation, and a pair
of outer flexible fingers pointing toward the other of the
mounting portions and straddling the central finger, the

outer flexible fingers together defining the second

suspension formation.
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