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The present invention relates to the stretching 
and shaping of garments and particularly to a 
device for holding a garment on a standard press 
ing machine while it is being stretched or shaped. 
When a garment, particularly a Woolen Orray. 

on garment is dyed, it tends to shrink and some 
times to get out of shape. It has to be stretched 
and re-shaped, therefore, before it is returned to 
the customer. Heretofore, re-shaping and 
stretching have been hand operations. The gar 
inent is placed on the lower buck or board of a 
standard steam pressing machine and the oper 
ator, reaching across this lower board, takes hold 
of one side or One end of the garment with one 
hand and While turning the steam. On so that it 
penetrates the garment, pulls on the garment 
with his other hand to stretch and re-shape it. 
To prevent burning the hand with which he is 
holding the garment, the operator uses ordinarily 
a protective glove. Of course, the operator can 
Only pull the garment at One point at a time and 
he has to continuously shift his gripping point 
and his point of pull to stretch the garment evenly 
along its Whole length and to re-shape it prop 
erly, . It requires considerable skill to re-shape 
and stretch properly a long garment, such as a 
dress or coat, because the Operator has to take 
hold of the garment successively at quite, a num 
ber of different points along the length of the 
garment and successively pull at the correspond 
ing opposite points in order to Secure the stretch 
ing and re-shaping desired. Moreover, this hand 
operation is time-consuming and expensive. 
The primary object of the present invention is 

to provide a device adapted for use in a pressing 
machine which will hold a garment, along the 
whole length of one side during stretching or 
shaping thereof and which will obviate manual 
holding and the repeated shifting of the manual 
grip that has been required in prior practice. . . 

Another object of the invention is to provide 
a garment holder for use on pressing machines, 
which will grip and hold a garment and leave both 
of the operator's hands free to stretch or shape 
the garment. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a device for holding a garment in a pressingma 
chine which is so constructed that the power of 
the machine itself may be exercised through it 
to hold a garment during stretching or shaping 
of the garment. !' . . . . . . . . . . . . . .'; : 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a device which can be inserted between the 
upper and lower bucks or boards of a standard 
pressing machine to hold a garment in the ma-. 
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chine while the garment is being pulled to 
Stretch or shape it, and which will be of simple 
construction, relatively cheap, and yet which will 
be practical to use and have a relatively long life. 
Other objects of the invention will be apparent 

hereinafter from the specification and from the 
recital of the appended claims. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. it is a perspective view of a conventional 

steam pressing machine, showing the upper buck 
of board in raised position and a coat, which is 
to be stretched or shaped, lying on the lower 
board or buck, with two of the garment holders 
of the present invention laid thereon in position 
to hold the garment when the upper buck is low 
ered; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary end view of the press 
ing machine showing the upper buck lowered to 
bring and hold the gripping devices in gripping 
engagement with the garment; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a garment holder 
made according to the preferred embodiment of 
this invention, part being broken away to show in 
Section the internal structure of the garmen 
holder; and 
:Fig. 4 is a view, partly in section, showing one 

step in the manufacture of the garment holder. 
A garment holder made according to the pres 

ent invention is preferably made in the form of 
elongated roll. It is fiexible and somewhat elas 
tic or compressible. It may be made in any suit 
able length and diameter. For the conventional 
pressing machine it is usual to make the holders 
in two lengths, one length approximately the 
length of the lower buck or board of the machine 
and the other length being slightly greater than 
the width of this lower buck or board. It has 
been found that one and an eighth inches makes 
a suitable diameter for the holders. The gar 
ment, which is to be stretched or shaped is placed 
On the lower buck or board, and a garment holder 
or holders placed along an edge or edges of the 
garment. Then the upper buck or board is low. 
ered to cause the garment holder or holders to 
grip the garment, and, while the operator turns 
on the steam, he pulls the garment along its op 
posite side or sides to stretch and re-shape it. 

Figs. 1 and 2 show how the general structure 
of holding devices made according to the present 
invention and how these devices may be used. 
Here 30 designates.the pedestal or stand portion 
of a conventional Steam pressing machine. 3 is 
the table of this machine, and 32 is the lower buck 
Of board. This is Supported above the table 3 
by a column or post 33. . . . . . . . . . . . . . - - - - 
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The upper buck or board of the machine is de 

noted at 35. This is mounted upon an arm 36 
that is pivoted to the upright at the rear of the 
machine. 37 denotes a hand grip that is mounted 
in arms 38 that are secured by bolts 39 to the 
upper buck 35. This hand grip can be grasped 
to lower the upper buck and to increase the pres 
Sure thereon. Foot pedals 40, 4 and 42 are pro 
vided in the base of the machine to control the 
steam and the pressure on the upper buck when 
it is lowered. 
To stretch a coat, such as shown at G, for in 

stance, the operator first lays the coat over the . 
lower buck. 32. Then he layS One of my garment 
grips 0 along the length of the garment at one 
edge thereof and another shorter grip fe' along 
One end of the garment, for instance, therbottom 
end, as shown in Fig. 1. The garment holders are 
elongated flexible rolls which in normal, released 
position are substantially cylindrical in shape. 
When garment and garment holders are in posi 
tion, the operator lowers the upper buck 35, and 
by pressing the appropriate foot pedal applies 
preSSure to the garment grips O and ' to hold 
the gament G. Securely between the upper and 
lower bucks. At the same time: by pressing the 
appropriate foot pedal he turns on the Steam to 
Steam the garment as he holds it. Then with his 
two hands he can pull the free edge of the gar 
ment Sidewise or lengthwise to stretch and shape. 
the Sanne. By readjusting the garment and the 
grips he can Stretch and re-shape the garment 
until it has the desired size and shape. 
The grips or garment holders of the present 

invention, leave the operator with both hands 
free to pull and stretch the garment. Moreover, 
they allow the gripping force of the press itself 
to be exerted to hold the garment while it is be 
ing stretched and shaped. Further, the grips, 
of the present invention permit of holding the 
garment along the whole of its length at one time 
So that the operator can pull and stretch the gar 
ment along its whole-length simultaneousy. This 
is a very appreciable advantage over the old 
method in which the operator was only able to 
holic the garment. With one hand at one place 
along its length, and pull the garment at the op 
posite side to stretch the same. The operator had 
then to reshift his grip repeatedly in order to 
Stretch the garment and shape it as desired. 
Further than this, with the old method, the oper 
ator was not able to hold the garmient as Securely 
as it can be held by the pressing machine So that 
he was riot able to exert as much pulling pressure. 
By using two or more grips simultaneously, as 
shown in Fig. 1, the operator is able to stretch 
the garment longitudinally and laterally in a sin 
gle set-up, which again Saves time. 
A preferred construction for the garment hold 

erS of this invention is ShoWr in EigS. 3, and 4. 
Here the garment holder or roll Oi comprises an 
outer covering made of drill or other suitable 
Cotton Oililien cloth and a filler 2. w 
The material of the outside envelope is pref 

erably cut on the bias to prevent its stretching 
and to hold its shape. The edges and ends of 
the envelope are: Sewed together, the stitching 
along the length of the roll being indicated at 5 
and at One end at 6. 

Ehe filler is preferably a quilted material like 
that ordinarily employed for the covering of press 
ing machines, which is rolled into a spiral roll 
that is inserted into the envelope or casing . 
This filler may consist of elongated rolls of cloth 
3 filled with cotton and Sewed together as indi 
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cated at 4. This gives strength and resilience 
to the filler and the filler will not compact and 
become hard as would cotton batting or a simple 
cotton stuffing. 
To secure the necessary firmness in the roll With 

resilience, the roll of stuffing or filler 2 used is 
of a normal expanded diameter considerably in 
excess of the diameter of the filled roll. 
: To get the filler into its casing, i? a piece of 
brass tubing 2 having a flared end 2 may be 
used. The casing material f, having been sewed 
together to form the envelope, is telescoped onto 
the outside of this tube 2 and the filler 2 is fed 
into the tube through the flared end 2 thereof. 
As the filler enters the casing if, the casing is fed 
off of the tube, and when the casing has been 
completely filled the open end thereof is Sewed 
around the filler. 
The structure of the garment holders described 

gives them resilience and long life. They com 
press to oval shape under pressure of the upper 
buck, as shown at the right in Fig. 2, thus gro 
viding a broad gripping Surface, but when the 
pressure is released, they take their Substantially 
cylindrical Shapes again. -- . 

While the invention has been illustrated. and 
described particularly with reference to , the 
stretching and shaping of garments, it will be un 
derstood that it may be employed in connection 
with the stretching of various articles made of 
fabrics. Thus it has been used for shaping and 
stretching slip-covers, drapes and other house 
hold articles,' It is not limited to the stretching. 
and Shaping of articles of personal Wear. 
While the invention has been illustrated in 

connection with the use of two garment holders 
simultaneously, it will be understood that one 
Or inore may be used at a tirie as desired. It 
will further be understood that while the inven 
tion has been described in connection with a par 
ticular embodiment thereof, it is capable of fur 
ther modification, and this application is intended 
to cover any variations, uses, or adaptations of 
the invention following, in general, the principles 
of the invention and including such departures. 
from the present discloSure as come within known: 
or customary practice in the art to which the in 
wention pertains and as may be applied to the 
essential features hereinbefore set forth and as 
fall within the Scope of the invention or the limits 
of the appended claims. . . . . 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim is: . . . . . . . . . 

1. A device for use in holding work in a platen 
type garment-pressing machine having an upper: 
and a lowerbuck, Said device comprising an elon 
gated, generally-cylindrical, resilient roll, said de 
Vice being adapted to be placed upon a garment 
along one edge thereof, after the garment has 
been disposed on the lower buck, so that wher. 
the upper buck is pressed into engagement with 
the device, the device: will clamp the garment with 
gripping engagement localized along said edge of 
the garnent. . . . . : 

2. A device for use in holding workin a plater 
type... garment-pressing machine having upper 
and lower bucks, said device comprising a coin-i- 
pletely closed fabric envelope, and a resilient filler. 
therefor, said device being adapted to be placed 
upon a garment along one edge thereof, after the: 
garment has baen disposed on the lower' buck, so 
that When the upper buck is pressed into engage 
ment with the device, the device will clamp the 
garment. With a gripping engagement, localized 

is along Said: edge of the garment. . . . 
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3. A device for use in holding work in a platen 
type garment-pressing machine having upper and 
lower bucks, said device comprising an elongated, 
resilient roll which comprises an elongated en 
velope and a cotton filler therefor, said envelope 
being completely closed, said device being adapted 
to be placed upon a garment along one edgethere 
of, after the garment has been disposed on the 
lower buck, so that when the upper buck is pressed 
into engagement, with the device, the device Will 
clamp the garment with a gripping engagement 
localized along said edge of the garment. 

4. A device for use in holding work in a platen 
type garment-pressing machine having upper and 
lower bucks, said device comprising an elongated, 
resilient roll which comprises an elongated fabric 
envelope and a quilted cotton filler therefor, said 
envelope being completely closed, and said filler 
being of a normal diameter greater than the in 
ternal diameter of the envelope, said device being 
adapted to be placed upon a garment along One 
edge thereof, after the garment has been disposed 
on the lower buck, so that When the Upper buck 
is pressed into engagement with the device, the 
device will clamp the garment with a gripping en 
gagement localized along said edge of the gar 
ment. 

5. A device for use in holding work in a platen 
type garment-pressing machinehaving upper and 
lower bucks, said device comprising a completely 
closed fabric envelope, the material of which is 
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cut on the bias, and a filler for said envelope made 
of a quilted material rolled in a spiral roll, the 
diameter of said spiral roll being normally greater 
than the internal diameter of the envelope, said 
device being adapted to be placed upon a garment 
along one edge thereof, after the garment has 
been disposed on the lower buck, so that when 
the upper buck is pressed into engagement With 
the device, the device will clamp the garment with 
a gripping engagement localized along said edge 
of the garment. 
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