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1,853,526 

PATENT OFFICE 
WILLARD. C. WETMORE, OF SAYBROOK, AND RICA. HARWOOD SEELEY, OF ESSEX, 

connECTICUT 
RAY TABLE 

Application filed January 11, 1929. Serial No. 331,935. 

This invention relates to adjustable tables. 
An object of our invention is the provision 

of a table, preferably of the so-called tray 
type, having a trayportion which is sta 
tionary and a supplemental movable tray 
portion which is adjustable relative to the stationary tray portion, such adjustment af 
fording upward movement and tilting of the 
movable tray portion about a horizontal axis. 

Pursuant to a most preferred form of our 
invention, the table proper comprises four 
legs of relatively short height and uniform: 
ity, enabling the tray to be placed upon a bed 
or like support; the top of the tray comprises 
an outer, stationary portion and a Substan 
tially central movable portion mounted at 
its opposite sides on adjustable so-called lazy 
tong supports in pivotal relation thereto, and 
suitable means for setting the lazy tongs in 

23 dividually and the movable tray portion per 
Se. 

Further features and objects of our inven 
tion will be more fully understood from the 
following detail description and the accom 

°F panying drawings, in which: 
Fig.1 is a perspective view of a preferred 

form of our invention, illustrating its use 
by the user while resting in bed, and similar 
ly for invalid purposes; the movable tray 

30 portion is illustrated adjusted at an elevated 
and tilting position; 

Fig. 2 is a central vertical section of our 
device illustrated in Fig. 1, on enlarged scale; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional elevation online 3-3 
5 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a central vertical sectional view 
similar to Fig. 3, but showing the movable 
tray portion in depressed position; and 

Fig. 5 is a top plan view of Fig. 4, on a 
somewhat reduced scale. 

Referring to the drawings, the invention is 
particularly adapted for use by the user while 
in bed, as at leisure for breakfast or other 
service, or for invalid or like purposes. 

It will be understood that the manner of 
use of the invention is not restricted as above 
indicated and that suitable modifications of 
the structure of our tray table as required are 
made for such other purposes. 
For the uses indicated in the drawings, the 

legs 10 of the tray are relatively short and 
uniform in height, to thereby position the 
top 11 of the tray within convenient reach of 
the user while seated in bed. As is illustrat 
ed in Fig. 1, our invention is applicable for 
the service of a meal, such as breakfast, as 
indicated by the coffee pot, saucer, sugar 
bowl and cream pitcher, which may be con 
veniently placed upon the stationary portion 
12 of the tray top. Such stationary tray por 
tion 12 may extend peripherally completely 
about the top 11 and may be provided with 
the elevated guard strip 13, which may ex 
tend about three sides, excepting the side 14, 
which is particularly arranged, as by cutting 
away inwardly as indicated at 15, to be posi 
tioned approximate the user. 
The movable tray portion 16 is adjustably 

mounted relative to the stationary tray por 
tion 12 and is supported for elevated or tilt 
ing position for receiving a book, newspaper, 
a dish or other use as may be desired. 
A convenient form of such elevatable or 

tiltable support is had by the provision of 
a pair of lazy tongs 17, 17, the respective low 
er link ends of which are pivotally mounted 
at 18, 19, for the indicated lowermost lon 
and short link lengths 17a, by suitable, head 
ed pivot pins secured to the oppositely dis 
posed, vertically, extending brackets 20, 20. 
The upper horizontally flanged portions 21 
of the brackets 20, are secured by screws or 
the like (not shown) to the under face of the 
stationary tray portion 12. 
To the upper link ends of each of the lazy 

tongs 17, 17, is pivoted an adjustable plate 
22, namely, to the indicated long and short 
links 17b, 17b; each plate 22 is provided with 
an arcuate slot 23. The movable tray 16 is 
pivotally supported on the oppositely dis 
posed plates 22 by means of the bracket 24 
pivoted at 25 by the indicated headed pivot 
pins. The upper, horizontally flanged por 
tion 26 of each plate 22 is secured by screws 
or the like (not shown) to the under face of 
the movable tray 16. 

Projecting through each arcuate slot 23, 
is a pin 27, which is secured at its fixed end 
to the bracket 24 and threaded at its free end 
to receive a winged nut 28 or the like, for 
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locking each bracket 24 to its plate 22. The 
movable tray portion 16 may be provided 
with a guard strip 29, and particularly at 
its side corresponding to the side 14 of the 
tray top. As indicated in Fig. 2, the mov 
able tray portion 16 may be tilted from any 
horizontal position indicated in full outline 
to any inclined position indicated in dot and 
dash outline 16, the guard 29' in such in 
clined position serving to prevent a book or 
the like from sliding from the movable tray 
portion. . 

Preferably, the movably tray portion is 
provided with the finger holds indicated at 
30, 30, see Fig. 5, such as comprising a dished 
metal plate countersunk relative to the upper 
surface of the movable tray portion 16 and 
provided with pivoted rings 31 of semi-cir 
cumferential length, the rings being arranged 
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to be swung upwardly for grasping by the 
fingers when it is desired to raise or lower 
the movable tray portion 16, and to present 
a smooth surface with the tray portion 12 
when in lowered position. 
It will be observed that when the tray por 

tion 16 has been elevated, access to the winged 
nuts 28 is freely had at the opposite sides of 
the movable tray portion. When it is desired 
to depress the movable tray portion 16 to its 
lowermost position, the winged nuts 28 are 
loosened to permit relative movement of the 
link members of the lazy tong 17, the number 
and lengths of the lazy tong members 17 be 
ing selected to position the movable tray 16 
substantially flush with the outer, stationary 
tray portion 12 when the members of the lazy 
tongs 1 are moved to fully contracted posi 
tion, as indicated in Fig. 4. 
If desired, and as is illustrated in the draw ings, the guard edge strips 32 are provided 

at the inner margin of the stationary tray portion 12. 
Whereas, we have described our invention 

by reference to specific forms thereof, it will 
be understood that many changes and modi 
fications may be made without departing from the spirit of the invention. 
We claim:- 
1. A table comprising a movable top por 

tion, a stationary top portion substantially 
completely surrounding said movable top 
portion, a pair of lazy tong members disposed 
oppositely of said movable top portion, 
means for pivoting the lower link elements 
of said lazy tong members to said stationary 
top portion, plates pivotally carried by the 
upper link elements of said lazy tong mem 
bers, said plates respectively having arcuate 
grooves, depending members secured to the 
under face of said movable top portion, and means respectively passing through said 
arcuate grooves for securing said depending 
members to said plates, to E, adjust the 
angular position of said movable top portion 
relative to said stationary top portion. 
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2. In a bed table, a stationary top portion 
a movable top portion disposed inwardly of 
said stationary top portion, a pair of lazy 
tong members, means for ivotally support 
ing the lower link elements of said lazy tong 
members to stationary top portion to allow 
said movable top portion to fold down into 
the same plane with said stationary top por 
tion, plates carried by the upper linkele 
ments of said lazy tong members, said plates 
having arcuate faces, and means for adjust 
ably supporting said movable top portion to 
said plates, said supporting means compris 
ing locking elements co-acting with said 
arcuate faces. 

3. In a bed table, a stationary top portion, 
a movable top portion disposed inwardly of 
said stationary top portion, a pair of lazy 
tong members, means for pivotally support 
ing the lower link elements of said lazy tong 
members to said stationary top portion, and 
means carried by the upper linkelements of 
said lazy tong members for effecting angular 
movement of said movable top portion rela tive to said lazy tong supporting members. 
In testimony whereof we have signed this 

specification this 10th day of August, 1928. 
WILLARD C. WETMORE. 
RICA HARWOOD SEELEY. 
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