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ABSTRACT: Means for dividing a room into a plurality of 
areas, such means comprising a series of preferably latticed 
panels supported by vertical support elements, preferably 
removably secured, extending between the ceiling and the 
floor, and on which elements are provided a plurality of 
clamping devices, serving to hold the panels fixedly in relation 
to the vertical support elements. The clamping devices are ad 
justably movable on the vertical elements. These clamping 
devices are designed to be tightened by a tap screw, and upon 
tightening, not only are thereby secured in a fixed position on 
their respective vertical elements, but also serve to grip the 
edges of decorative panel members, one or more of which ex 
tend most of the distance between a pair of vertical support 
elements. The decorative panel members may assume many 
forms but preferably are latticed with areas to receive plastic 
colored inserts which may be snapped into the portion of the 
lattice defining such areas, but are removable therefrom. Spe 
cial plastic tubular fastening devices are employed to secure 
together in abutment the edges of a pair of panel members. 
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MEANS FOR SUBDIVIDENG AN OCCUPABLE SPACE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This invention relates to means, preferably decorative, for 

dividing a room into a plurality of areas for occupancy by dif 
ferent persons at the same time, or by the same persons at dif 
ferent times. 

It is quite common to find certain types of structures, such 
as office and restaurant buildings, houses or other edifices, 
constructed to define large areas which are then subdivided 
into a plurality of areas by means of partitions. The latter may 
extend all or part way between the ceiling and the floor of the 
large area being subdivided. Ordinarily these partitions are 
permanently installed and include some form of permanently 
secured vertical support elements to which the partitions are 
fastencod by means of nails, screws, bolts or other common 
fastening means. Once installed, these partitions can generally 
only bc. removed by carpenters or other craftsmen at con 
siderable cxpense. Moreover, where the partitions are decora 
tively designed to conform to the decor of the room, they must 
be preselected for this purpose, and the decor may be changed 
only by replacement or rcpainting of the partitions, again at 
considerable expense. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides decorative partitioning 
means which can be readily installed or removed by the 
average houseowner with no permanent damage to, or 
disfiguring of, the floor, ceiling or walls of the room or other 
space in which the partitioning may be set up. The materials 
employed are relatively inexpensive and the coloring of the 
panelling may be substantially modified to match any desired 
dominant decor, selected for the subdivided areas. Such 
materials, moreover, may be molded of durable lightweight 
plastic and formed in unusually attractive designs to enhance 
the aesthetic appeal of the partitions. The system of thc inven 
tion utilizes telescoping extendable tubular vertical members 
as supports for a plurality of preferably rectangular latticed 
panels disposed between each pair of tubular members. These 
panels are mounted on and between each pair of tubular mem 
bers by means of special clamping devices. Each of the clamp 
ing devices is slideable ovcr the tubular member and, in effect, 
has a pair of fingers extending radially therefrom, but which 
fingers, upon tightening of the clamping means upon the tubu 
lar member, close together to grip securely the edges of a 
panel placed between the fingers. The clamping devices are 
constructed so as to tighten and close the fingers upon the sim 
ple turning of a tap screw. Pairs of panels arc secured together 
by headed tubular plastic fastening means which are expanded 
radially by the insertion of studs into the unheaded end of the 
rivets. 
A further feature of the present invention is the provision of 

removable colored plastic inserts in the latticed panel mem 
bers. The panel members are desirably molded in a white 
plastic or plastic of some other neutral color. While there will 
undoubtedly be situations where the architect or owner of the 
structure in which dividing means, constructed in accordance 
with the present invention are employed, may desire to have 
these dividing means entirely of a neutral color, or wholly of a 
special color adapted to blend in with the decor of the room in 
which they are installed; I have found that it enhances the at 
tractiveness of the dividing means if provision can be made for 
interrupting the single neutral color by at least one other more 
pronounced color. The difficulty with making the panel mem 
bers in different colors is that it requires a retailer or distribu 
tor to stock the panels in many different colors, or forces him 
to guess which colors will be demanded by his customers. To 
avoid the necessity of manufacturing panels in many different 
colors and the resultant gambles which must be taken by thc 
manufacturer, the distributor and the rctailer in manufactur 
ing and stocking panels of different colors, I manufacture the 
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panels of neutral colors, but provide small panellike inserts 
which may be made inexpensively in many different colors 
and which may be removably inserted into the neutral colored 
lattice panel. Since the colored inserts are relatively inexpen 
sive to manufacture and stock, in comparison with the ex 
pense of manufacturing and stocking the complete panel, 
there is much less of a financial gamble placed upon the manu 
facturer, distributor and retailer in fabricating and stocking 
many different colors of the small inscrts. From the standpoint 
of the architect or house owner, he or she may pick up a few 
small plastic inscrts of different colors and determine which 
color will best blend in with the dominant color of the room in 
which the dividing mcans arc to be installed. These inserts 
may then be ordered in quantity, and then simply snapped into 
the receptacle portions of the lattice design of each panel 
mcmber. 
The foregoing and other features of the present invention 

are described hereafter in more detail in reference to the ac 
companying drawings which illustrate the preferred embodi 
ment of thc invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FG. 1 is a perspective view showing a complete assembly of 
the room-dividing means of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged detailed view, partly in section, of the 
panel joinder arrangement shown in the circle 2 of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of the fastening 
means shown in FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged detailed view of the clamping device 
and the manner whereby the panel member is secured to the 
vertical support, as well as of the colored insert, all as shown in 
the circle 4 in F.G. 1. 

FIG. 5 is a plan view taken on the line 5-5 of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the corner of the panel 

mcmber shown in FIG. 4. 
FIG. 7 is a scction taken on the line 7-7 of FIG. 4; and 
FIG, 8 is a scction taken on the line 8-8 of FIG. 7. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF 
THE INVENTION 

A complete assembly of the various components which 
together comprise the means for subdividing a room in ac 
cordance with the present invention is found illustrated in 
FIG. 1. Two cylindrical vertical support elements 10 and 12 
arc wedged between the floor 14 and the ceiling 16 of a room 
or other space which is to be divided into a plurality of spaces 
for occupancy. These vertical elements are of the expanding 50 
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telescoping typc such as are used to support lamps or other 
devices, and which have been on the market for a number of 
years. As such per se they form no part of the present inven 
tion. Thc two elements 10 and 12 are arranged perpendicu 
larly so that they arc parallel to each other and, in the embodi 
ment illustrated in FIG. 1, are spaced apart by a distance 
slightly greater than the width of two decorative members 18. 
The panel mcmbers themselves may be formed in any con 

figuration, but are preferably decorative in design and of a lat 
ticed construction. When made in a latticed form they may 
readily be molded of attractive plastic material so as to be 
capable of manufacture at a minimum cost and in large quan 
tities. One such design is illustrated in more detail in FIGS. 2, 
4 and 6, although it will readily occur to persons skilled in the 
art that many different types of designs may be applied to the 
panel members. Conceivably, the panel members may even be 
relatively solid in their central portions so as to prevent a per 
son on onc side of the panels from seeing persons or objects 
disposed on the other side of the panels. However, in the 
preferred embodiment, I would employ a latticed design 
which would only aesthetically break up the room space and 
not actually prevent a person seeing other persons or objects 
on the other side of the subdividing means. 

Because it is desirable to mold thc panels in small dimen 
sions, as for example, 1 foot by 2 feet, thcreby to render each 
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panel more rigid in construction, it is desirable to have a plu 
rality of panels disposed in lateral abutment between their 
respective pairs of vertical support elements 10 and 12. In 
FIG. 1, two panel members are thus shown joined together 
side by side and each of these is further connected to two 
other panels in endwise abutment. 

In order that the panels 18 may thus be joined in lateral and 
endwise abutments, it is preferable that the design of each 
panel be such as to provide an edge 20 extending around the 
circumference of the panel, which edge includes segments 22, 
to which access may be had from the inside of the panel. 
These segments 22 may be drilled or otherwise pierced to pro 
vide orifices 24, through which fastening means 26 may be in 
serted. The drilling of these orifices should be accomplished in 
such a manner that when two panels are laid side by side for 
their respective identical lengths or widths, the orifices of one 
panel will lic in register with the orifices of the other panel. 

Actual joinder of two panels may be accomplished by in 
serting through the registering orifices my novel fastening 
means 26 comprised of (a) a tubular element 28 having a 
flange 30 on one end to form a head, and (b) a headed stud 
32, having a shank 34 adapted to be force-fitted into the hol 
low core 36 of the tubular element 28. While the tubular ele 
ment 28 and headed stud 32 may be made of many different 
types of materials, prefer to make them of polyethylene-type 
plastic, so that at least the cylindrical wall 38 of the tubular 
element 28 is somewhat rcsilient. Thus, when the shank 34 of 
the headed stud32 is forced into the hollow core 36 of the tu 
bular element 28, the cylindrical wall 38 will resiliently ex 
pand slightly to produce a tighter fit in the orifice 24. The end 
result of such a force fitting and joinder thereby effected is 
best illustrated in FIG. 2. Preferably each edge 20 of the panel 
members should have at least two orifices for effecting a tight 
junction with the abutting edge of an adjacent panel. 
The groups of panel members which are joined together in 

the manner last described are mounted to and between the 
pair of vertical support elements 10 and 12 by means of 
clamping devices 40. Each of these clamping devices 40, the 
preferred form of which is illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5, com 
prises a collar portion 42 and pair of integrally molded 
gripping fingers 44 and 46. The annular wall comprising the 
collar portion 42 is interrupted at 48 at the base of each of the 
fingers 44 and 46. Preferably the clamping device is formed of 
a resilient plastic material so that, as the fingers are pulled 
apart from each other, the interruption 48 is widened and the 
area defined by the inner annular wall of the collar portion 42 
may be somewhat increased. Each finger 44 and 46 is notched 
at 50 and 52, respectively, to receive the edge 20 of the panel 
member. A screw or other threaded fastening element 54 is in 
serted transversely to the plane of separation of the fingers 44 
and 46 in threadcd orifices 56 and 58. 

In use, the clamping devices 40 are slid over the tubular sup 
porting devices 10 or 12 before the latter are expanded to ex 
tend between the floor and ceiling, the fingers 44 and 46 are 
separated sufficiently to receive the cdge 20 of a panel and the 
screw 54 is then inserted in the orifices 58 and 56 and 
tightened. As the tightening occurs, the diameter of the collar 
portion 42 is decreased to effect a gripping of the collar por 
tion securely on the cylindrical vertical support member; and 
simultaneously the two fingers 44 and 46 are brought together 
tightly to hold in place the edge 20 of the panel member 18. 
Preferably at least two of these clamping devices should be 
provided for each panel member, although it would be possi 
ble to employ a fewer number, but with less sccure holding of 
the entire panel assembly. 

In the preferred embodiment of my invention, the panels 18 
are molded in a lattice design 60 of a resilient but relatively 
rigid plastic material such as polystyrene, and include in their 
designs receptacle portions 62 into each of which may be 
removably but securely inserted, a panellike colored plastic 
insert 64. These receptacle portions 62 are formed of pairs of 
arcuate segments 66 and 68 which are brought together end 
wise to define an almost elliptical area 70. The inner edge of 
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each arcuatic segment is provided with a pair of bosses 72 and 
tab 74, all of which are molded integrally with the arcuate seg 
ment. The bosses of both mating arcuate segments are 
disposed to present small, flat surfaces 72a lying in one plane 
76; and the tabs, other flat surfaces 78, lying in a parallel plane 
80. The planes are spaced apart from each other by a distance 
equal to the thickness of the insert. 64. By thus offsetting the 
flat surfaces of the bosses and the tabs by the thickness of the 
plastic inserts 70, one of the latter may be easily snapped into 
the area defined by the arcuate segments 66 and 68. 
The snapping-in and removal of the inserts 64 are accom 

plished by applying slight pressure with the fingers to the 
plastic arcuate segments 66 and 68, to decrease thc radius of 
the arc. It may readily be seen from FIG. 8 that as the segment 
66 is pressed in the direction of the arrow, the projection of 
the tab 74 is displaccd to permit the end of the plastic insert 64 
to be snapped into or removed from the median location 82 
between the planes 76 and 80. 
The configuration and dimcnsions of the plastic insert 64 

are preferably such as to enable the insert completcly to fill 
the arca defined by the joined arcuate segments 66 and 68 in 
an unstressed condition. These plastic inserts 64 may desirably 
be substantially transparent or they may be opaque, or 
speckled to whatever extent may be desired by the manufac 
turer. The material used for the molding of the inscrts 
preferably may be clear high-impact polystyrene, but other 
flexible materials which can be made in decorative colors and 
compositions, may also be employed. 
From the foregoing it may readily be seen that aesthetically 

pleasing room dividers employing the features of my invention 
may be assembled in many different arrangements and the 
panel, members themselves may be constructed in many dif 
ferent designs. Coloring touches to neutrally colored lattice 
work may be supplied by means of the snapped-in plastic in 
serts. The vertical support elements may be purchased at 
many different types of retail hardwarc and lamp fixture 
establishments, their only requirements being that they be of 
sufficient height to extend between the floor and the ceiling, 
and that their cross-sectional diameter not exceed the internal 
diameter of the collar portions of the clamping devices. 
Because of the ease whereby two panel members may be 
joined together and clamped to the vertical supporting ele 
ments, the assembly may be erected by almost anyone having 
any degree of manipulative capability. Moreover, since the 
vertical support elements arc removably extended to fit 
between the floor and the ceiling of the room, the householder 
or building owner may, if dissatisfied with the particular posi 
tion selected for the assembly, readily move the same to a dif 
ferent location. Although in the drawings I have illustrated an 
assembly in which only two panels are joined side by side, and 
three endwise, it will readily occur to those skilled in the art 
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that the panels may be assembled in many different combina 
tions, the only limitation being the desirability of providing 
sufficient vertical and cross support to prevent the entire as 
sembly from being so loosely constructed as to bend or buckle 
undesirably. 
While specific devices such as the plastic fastening means, 

the clamping devices and latticed panels with removable in 
serts have been illustrated and described herein, it will be ob 
vious to those skilled in the art that various modifications of, 
and substitutions for, these specific devices, may be devised 
for a similar assembly and yet fall within the concept of the 
present invention. All such modifications and substitutions are 
intended by me to be comprehended within the following 
claims. 

claim: 
1. Means for dividing a room into a plurality of areas, said 

means comprising: 
A. At least two vertical support elements fixedly securable 

with reference to the floor and ceiling of the room and 
laterally separated from each other by a preselected 
distance; 
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B. A plurality of expandable and contractable collars 
disposed about each of said elements, each said collar in 
cluding a pair of fingerlike projections, each of said pro 
jections being integral with and extending radially out 
wardly of said collar, said pair of projections being sub 
stantially in abutment but separable from each other 
along a plane radiating from said collar by the application 
of force to effect such separation, and being retractable 
toward each other to effect a clamping action, the 
abutting sides of said projections being formed complc 
mentarily to receive the edge of a panel member; screw 
means disposed in, and transverse to the plane of separa 
tion of, said pair of projections, said screw means serving 
to contract the collar to secure it tightly to one of said ele 
ments and simultaneously to draw together the projec 
tions to grip the edge of a panel member; 

C. a plurality of decorated panel members disposed in 
edgewise abutment between and in a plane which sub 
stantially includes each of said two vertical support ele 
ments, said plurality of panel members being: 
i. of a combined width less than said preselected distance 
between said two vertical support elements but great 
enough to dispose the outer nonabutting edges of said 
panel member within the abutting sides of the pairs of 
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6 
projections of said collars disposed about each of said 
vertical elements, - 

ii. of a combined height less than the distance between 
said floor and ceiling; and 

iii. disposed with their outer nonabutting side edges in 
serted between each pair of projections of each of said 
collars; whereby, upon the tightening of the screw 
means of said collars, the latter arc fixedly secured to 
thcir respective support elements and the side edges of 
the plurality of the panels are sccurely held in relation 
to said elements and to the floor and ceiling of the 
room; and 

iv. the abutting edges of each panel member comprising 
portions at least partially scparated from the remainder 
of the panel member to provide access to said portions 
from the inner side thereof, and said abutting edge por 
tions being orifices in register and sccured together by 
headed tubular elements inserted into one side of and 
extending through the registering orifices of the 
abutting edge portions and secured by headed studs in 
serted into the unheaded ends of said tubular elements 
from the opposite side of said orifices. 


