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‘This invention relates to attachments for
pocketbooks, wallets, bank books and other
articles of a similar nature whereby to pre-
vent them from falling accidentally out of
the pocket and aiso to prevent them from
being abstracted by a pickpocket.

An important object is the provision of a
safety device of this character which is car-
ried by a rubber band which may be easily
snapped about the article to be protected.

Another object is the provision of a de-
vice of this character which automatically
catches in the pocket in case the article has
any tendency to fall out or in case attempt
is made to withdraw it, the construction be-
ing, however, such that the owner may reach
in his pocket and by grasping the” device
properly effect the removal of the article
without its catching in the pocket.

An additional object is the provision of
an attachment of this character which will
be simple and inexpensive in manufacture,
highly efficient in use, durable in service
and a general improvement in the art.

With the above and other objects and ad-
vantages in view the invention consists in
the details of construction to be hereinafter
more fully described and claimed and il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which :

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de-
vice applied to an article showing it in
normal position,

Figure 2 is a sectional view through a
pocket showing an article therein held by
the device and showing the action in case
an attempt is made to abstract the article,

Figure 3 is a view showing the operation
of removing the article from the pocket
when equipped with the device,

Figure 4 is a detail view looking at the
inside of the band,

Figure 5 is an elevation of a modified
form.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings the letter A designates an article to be
held within a pocket B which may be the
coat pocket of the wearer. The article is
here represented as being a note book though
it might just as well be a wallet, bank book,
pocketbook, sheaf of papers or anything
else which it is desired to protect against
loss. ‘ ’

In carrying out my invention I provide an
elastic band 10 adapted to be snapped about
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the pocket book or other article. On the -

inside of this band at spaced points, I se-
cure transverse strips 11 of rubber, the se-
curing being effecting by cementing, vulcan-
izing or any other means. At their centers,
these strips are formed with openings 12
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coincident with the sides of which are slits .

13 which define short tongues 14 which are
deflected outwardly and vuleanized or other-
wise secured to the opposite edges of the
band as clearly shown in Figure 2. Secured
upon the outer side of the band opposite the
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strips 11 are cruciform members 15 which -

are likewise formed of rubber and which
include lateral extensions 16 and wings 17.

‘These members ave secured upon the -band

by any desired means, the body and the ex-

tensions 16 both being secured while the

- wings 17 are naturally free.. The ends of -

the tongues 14 above referred ‘to engage

against these wings 17 at their junctures .

with the band and operate to bow the wings
outwardly away from the band as clearly
illustrated. Carried by the wings at the
inner faces thereof are prongs or tines 18
which face in opposite directions as shown.

Assuming that the device has been applied
to an article, the article is placed in the
pocket in the ordinary manner except that
the owner must place his thumb and one
finger against the outer sides of the two
lower wings 17 to prevent the wings from
catching in the pocket. After the device
is properly positioned in the pocket, the
operator withdraws his hand and the article
will remain within the pocket and be pre-
vented from loss for the following reasons.
In case of a jolt or any action which may
cause the article to slip out of the pocket,
or in case a pickpocket attempts to abstract
the article, the wings 17 will rub against
the side of the pocket and the tines or prongs
18 will stick into the fabric of the pocket.
The resultant twisting of the band causes
the band to grip the article more firmly than

-ever so that the article cannot be slipped

out of the band any more than the device can
be pulled out of the pocket except of course
by exercising such “violent force as will
easily attract the attention of the owner,
When the owner intends to remove the ar-
ticle from his pocket he must engage his
thumb and one finger against the two up-
per wings and hold them against the article
while he effects the removal from the pocket,
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In some instances it may not be necessary
to provide the: safety device at both sides ot
the band, as for-instance, when the protec-
tor is applied to rather large envelopes,
books or the like. "In such instances it is
possible to dispense with one of the devices
as indicated in the modified form in which
the band 19 is much smaller and equipped
with a strip 20 which extends beyond only one
side thereof and which is formed with the
same opening and: a corresponding tongue 21
as in the first described form. In this vari-
ation use is made of only one wing 22 se-
cured upon the band as'in the same manner
above described and carrying -a prong or
tine 23. The operation 1s of course the
same. . :
~ From - the - foregoing description and a
study of the: drawings it will be apparent
that” I have thus provided a simply con-
structed and. consequently inexpensive and
easily handled protective device which will
efficiently perform the functions for which
it is intended. :

While I have shown and described the
preferred embodiment of the invention it is
of course to be understood that I reserve the
right to make such changes in the form,

construction  and - arrangement of parts as’

will not depart from the spirit of the inven-
tion or the scope of the subjoined claims.
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Having thus described my invention .
claim: ‘

1. A device of the character described
comprising an elastic band adapted for en-
gagement about an article, transverse elas-
tic strips secured” upon said band. at the
inside thereof, elastic members secured upon
the outside of the band opposite said strips
and formed with: divergent wings projecting
beyond the edges -of the band, tines on the
inner sides of said wings and: facing in op-
posite directions
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, and. means for forcing the:

wings outwardly with respect to the band;. .

consisting of tongues o the strips engaging:
against the: wings at their junctures. with:
the band., E

9. A device of the character. described
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comprising a-flexible band. adapted: to be: -

engaged about an article to be held. within:
the pocket, transverse rubber strips. seeured:
upon the inner side of the band and: formed
with central openings and: temgues at:the:
sides of the openings, . flexible members: se-
cured upon. the outside of" the band: oppo-
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site said strips and having laterally extend--.

‘ing wings carrying prongs, said tongues be-
ing disposed outwardly of the edges of the-

band and: engaging said wings: for forcing
the latter outwardly:. B .
In testimony whereof I affix niy signatuwe.

- CHARLES WERIZEL. .



