
May 17, 1932. H. LEVN 
FINGER RING GUARD 

Filed Aug. 14, 1931 

22 
2S2 
232 

SSSSS 

7272 
es/ 3422 2 AsseS72 XSSSZŽa-a2. INVENTOR S sess(25% A7% WX 1. YS A772a4%5 AW 23 52.242-4ef NS SSSSSSSSS Y 

22 AT TORNEY /a w 727, 2 aazy 

  



Patented May 17, 1932 

UNITED STATES 

1,858,861 

PATENT OFFICE 
HARRISLEVIN, OF FREEPORT, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR TO THE LION SAFETY PIN CLUTCH 

CO., INC, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., A CORPORATION OF NEW YORK - 

5 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

FINGER RING GUARD 

Application filed August 14, 1931. Serial No. 556,952. 

The present invention relates to that type 
of finger ring guards having outward jaws 
which engage and embrace the shank of the 
ring, the jaws being of soft bendable metal. 
while the elongated main member of the 
guard is preferably hardened to render it 
more or less springy. 
One of the objects of the present invention 

is to provide a finger ring guard having 
clasping means for securing the guard to 
the shank of the ring and which fully en 
compass the shank, in such way that the 
clasping means are adapted to slide more or 
less upon the shank. In carrying out this 
object of the invention it is preferred that 
the connecting elements of the clasping means 
be joined together at a point which is clear 
of the finger bearing surface of the main member of the guard, so that the guard is 
kept smooth at the inner surface so as to 
be unobjectionable to the wearer of a ring 
provided with the improved guard. 
Another object of the present invention 

is to provide the clasping means of the guard 
with interlocking elements clear of the finger 
bearing surface of the main member of the 
guard. . 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a finger ring guard with a pair of bend 
able jaws at each end which are provided 
with interlocking elements. 
Other objects of the invention are to pro 

vide finger ring guards which are more effi. 
cient than those now on the market, in so far 
as the guard is more positively held upon 
the shank of the ring, and to provide a fin 
ger ring guard of that kind, which is com 
paratively simple and economical of manu 
facture considering the functions and ad 
vantages thereof. 
These being among the objects of the pres 

ent invention, the same consists of certain 
features of construction and combinations 
of parts to be hereinafter described and then 
claimed with reference to the accompanying 
drawings illustrating preferred forms of the 
invention, and wherein 

Figure 1 is an enlarged elevation of a fin 
ger ring showing one form of the finger ring 
guard applied thereto; - - - - - 

Fig. 2 is a cross section of the ring on line. 
2-2, Fig. 1, as viewed in the direction of 
the arrows; 

Fig. 3 is an edge elevation as viewed to 
wards the lower part of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged cross section on line 
4-4, Fig. 5, showing one jaw end of the 
guard before the same is fastened to the 
I'lng; 

Fig. 5 is a detail side elevation looking to- 60 
wards the right of Fig. 4; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view similar to Fig. 4 
except that the jaws have been shown as 
partially applied to the shank of the ring; 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged section of Fig. 6 on 65 
line 7-7; - 

Fig. 8 is a transverse section similar to 
Fig.6, but showing the jaws at one end of 
the guard as fully applied to the ring; 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged section of Fig. 8 70 
Online 9-9, showing how the jaws interlock: 

Fig. 10 is a detail side elevation of a por 
tion of a ring and improved guard of modi 
fied construction, before the guard is fasten. 
ed to the ring; - 

Fig. 11 is a section of Fig. 10, mostly an 
elevation, as viewed from the left of said figure; 

Fig. 12 is a plan of one end of the guard 
and a portion of a ring, showing the jaws 9. 
as partially applied to the ring; 

Fig. 13 is a view similar to Fig. 12, ex 
cept that the jaws are shown as fully applied 
to the ring; . - 

Fig. 14 is a section on line 14-14 of 
Fig. 12; 

Fig. 15 is a section of a ring showing one 
end of another modified form of the guard 
before it is fastened to the ring: 

Fig. 16 is an outer elevation of this for 
of the guard, as partially applied to the ring: 

Fig. 17 is a view similar to Fig.16 showing 
one end of the guard fully applied to the 
Iling; . 

Fig. 18, is a transverse section on line 
18-18 of Fig. 17; 

Fig. 19 is a section of a ring showing a 
further form of the invention before the 
jaws are fastened to the ring; - 

Fig. 20 is a side elevation of Fig. 19; 
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Fig. 21 is an outside elevation to show the 
jaws of Fig. 19 as completely fastened to the 
ring; and Fig. 22 is a broken inner elevation of the 
locked jaws. 
The preferred form of the invention is dis 

closed in Figs. 1 to 9 inclusive. In Fig. 1 a 
ring 10 with a setting 11 is shown, which 
ring and setting may be of any desired ar 
rangement and constructions... the setting 
being illustrated only conventionally: 
In said figures there is disclosed an elon 

gated member 12 which is the main member 
of the guard, the latter being preferably 
composed entirely of metal, say 14 carat 
gold. The elongated member 12, is thin and 
flexible and is preferably hardened relative 
ly to the two pair 13, 14 of jaws, one pair at 
each end of and preferably formed integral 
ly with the flexible member 12. When the 
jaws are integral with the flexible member 
12, they are preferably softened relatively 
thereto so, as to be bendable or more or less 
deformable. As shown in Figs. 4 and 5 each 
E. of jaws.includes jaws 15, 16 which are 
endable one towards the other. It is pre 

ferred that when a guard of such construc 
tion, that is with a pair of jaws at each end, is 
provided, that, the jaws extend outwardly 
in substantially parallelism, so as to facil 
itate the application of the guard to the 
shank of a ring and the final fastening of 
the guard thereto. 
In Figs. 4 and 5 the jaw 15 is shown as 

provided with a pair of bendable prongs or 
interlocking elements 17, which may be bent 
inwardly away from the body of the jaw 15 
so as to extend towards the other jaw 16. 
Preferably these prongs 17 are bent so. as to 
diverge slightly outwardly from the body 
of the jaw 15, as shown in Fig. 7. 
Jaw 16 is provided with an end portion 

18 which is relatively wide as compared 
with the inner portion of the jaw, as shown 
in Fig. 5. Alongitudinal slot or opening 19 
is formed in the relatively wide portion 18, 
so as to provide longitudinal and substantial 
ly parallel side bars 20, 20, one at each side 
of such opening. 
The outer extremities of the side bars 20, 

20 are connected by an end bar 21 which 
closes that end of the opening 19. As shown 
in Figs. 4 and 6, the end bar 21 is thinner 
than the thickness of the jaw 16, so as to 
provide a shallow recess 22 extending across 
the outer extremity of the jaw and at the 
outer surface thereof, as shown in Fig. 5. 
Figs. 5, 7 and 9 disclose that the side bars 
20 are provided at their adjacent edges with 
inner, beveled, surfaces 23, which surfaces 
flare outwardly away from the inner edges 
of the side bars 20, 20. 
The preferred manner of applying a guard 

provided at each end with a pair of jaws simi 
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lar to those illustrated in Figs. 4 and 5 will 
now be described. 
The elongated flexible member 12 is applied 

to the inside of the shank of the ring so that 
the pair of jaws at each end of the guard ex 
tend outwardly at each side of the shank 10. 
The jaws being composed of bendable metal, 
the jaw 16 is bent inwardly in a curve so as 
to extend transversely over the outer surface 
of-the-shank 10, as shown in Fig. 6. Then the 
jaw 15 is bent over far enough as shown in 
broken lines, so as to register the prongs or 
interlocking elements 17 with the opening 19 
in the jaw 16, shown also in Fig. 7. The end 
of the jaw 15 is now pressed down far 
enough so as to enter the prongs 17 through 
the opening or slot 19 in the jaw 16, and firmly 
enough, so that by the engagement of the 
prongs with the outer surface of the ring 
shank, said prongs will be spread apart as 
shown in Fig. 9, and to be bent outwardly 
thereby so as to come in contact with the 
beveled surfaces 23, at opposite sides of the 
opening 19. When each pair of jaws of this 
form of the invention is properly secured over. 
the shank of the ring so as to encompass the 
same, the jaws are interlocked together and 
suitably connected for reliably holding the 
guard on the ring. When the body of the 
jaw. 15 has been bent fully down as shown in 
Fig. 8, the same will engage in the shallow 
recess 22 at the extremity of jaw 16. 
No tools other than the human fingers are 

necessary in applying the improved guard 
to a finger ring, so that it is not necessary 
to mar the ring or the guard at all, and when 
the guard, as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, is 
fully fastened to the ring, the clasping means 
at each end thereof will allow the elongated 
flexible member to be flexed more or less as re 
quired by the particular finger on which the 
ring is worn, because the clasping means at 
each end when properly encircling the shank 
of the ring will have a slide fit thereon, that 
is the interlocked jaws may be moved in one 
or the other direction. It will be seen that 
when firmly pressing down the prongs 17 of 
jaw 15 from the position shown in Fig. 7 to 
that shown in Fig. 9, the outer surface of the 
ringshank constitutes an anvil which acts to 
deform and spread the prongs relatively to 
the jaw 15. Thereby, a positive and secure 
interlocking connection is provided for the 
ring encompassing jaws. 

In Figs. 10 to 14 inclusive there is illus 
trated a modified construction of the in 
proved finger ring guard, according to the 
present invention. In these figures the elon 
gated flexible member 24 of the guard is pro 
vided at each end with a pair of bendable 
jaws. 25, 26. One pair only is shown, as the 
other pair is preferably constructed in the 
same manner. These jaws 25, 26, extend 
outwardly in substantial parallelish. in the 
form in which the guard is preferably deliv 
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ered to the customer, so as to facilitate ap 
plication to the finger ring 10. Jaw 25 is 
provided at its extremity with a relatively 
wide transverse portion 27, so that the said 
jaw is substantially T-shaped, or otherwise. 
providing that a relatively wider transverse 
portion is furnished. The transverse portion 
27 is shown in Fig.11 as thinner than the body 
of the jaw 25, so as to provide outer depres 
sions 28, one at each side of the body of the 

Referring more particularly to Figs. 10 and 
12, it will be seen that the other jaw 26 is pro 
vided with bifurcations 29, so as to constitute 
a sort of fork. These bifurcations diverge 
preferably outwardly from the body of jaw 
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26, that is to say, the bifurcations 29 converge 
at their inner ends. The bifurcations 29 are 
separated so as to provide a space 30, while 
the outer extremities of the bifurcations are 
provided with inwardly directed prongs or 
interlocking elements 31, 32, the extremities 
of these prongs being preferably spaced apart 
a distance approximately that of the width 
of the narrowest portion of the jaw 25, so 
that they may pass such portion. The later 
ally directed prongs 31, 32 are preferably 
thinner than the adjacent portions of the bi 
furcations 29 so as to provide depressions 
33 at the outer surface of the jaw 26. There 
is also a shallow recess 34 at the inner side 
of the jaw 25 and a similar shallow recess 
35 in each bifurcation element 29. 

Referring to Fig. 12 it will be seen that in 
order to apply this modified construction of 
finger ring guard to a ring, the bendable jaw 
25 is first folded down and upon the outer 
surface of the ring, and then the jaw 26 is 
folded down, when the bifurcations 29 will 
be disposed over the widened portion 27, with 
the mutually presented prongs 31, 32 dis 
posed at opposite side edges of the body or 
stem of the jaw 25. The position of the in 
wardly directed prongs 31, 32 will then be 
such that by deflecting or pressing the bifur 
cations 29 together, the bifurcations will be 
brought into substantial parallelism and the 
prongs 31, 32 caused to engage under the jaw 
25 at points between the widened portion 27 
and one edge of the shank of the ring, as 
shown in Fig. 13. The under recess 34 in 
jaw 25 will permit the prongs to enter, and 
when the jaws are thus interlocked, the clasp 
ing means formed thereby will fully encom 
pass the outer surface of the shank of the ring 
and a neat and reliable connection be formed 
thereby. Fig. 14 illustrates how the clasp 
ing means appear inside elevation when ap 
plied to the ring, as shown in Fig. 13. - 
In Figs. 15 to 18 inclusive there is dis 

closed a further modification of the inven 
tion. In this modification the elongated 
flexible member 36 is provided at one end 
with a pair of bendable jaws 37, 38, it being 
understood that the other end of the Said 

member may be provided with a similar pair 
of bendable jaws. The jaw 37 is provided 
near its terminal with a pair of lateral re 
cesses 39, one in each edge of the jaw, whereby 
a head or widened portion 39a is provided at 
the terminal of said jaw. The opposite jaw 
38 is provided at its terminal with a pair of 
prongs or lips 40 which become thinner to 
ward their free edges. These prongs or lips 
40 are preferably bent in the course of manu 
facture so that they will extend inwardly 
from the jaw 38, and the two jaws are formed 
so as to extend in substantial parallelism, as 
shown in Fig. 15, whereby to facilitate the 
application of the pair of jaws and member 
36 to the shank or ring 10. 
In applying this form of the invention to 

the shank of the ring, the jaws 37, 38 are 
passed thereover so as to extend outwardly 
from the ring, and then jaw 39 is bent down 
wardly and inwardly over the outer surface 
of the shank, as shown in Fig. 16. There 
after the jaw 38 is bent downwardly and in 
wardly over the shank so as to cause the 
thinner edges of the prongs or lips 40 to reg 
ister with the recesses or notches 39 in jaw 
37, and inasmuch as the thinner free edges of 
the prongs are directed slightly one towards 
the other, a further pressure upon the termi 
nal of jaw 38 will force the prongs or lips 
underneath the notched portion of jaw 37, 
the outer surface of the shank of the ring 
serving as an anvil surface to bend the prongs 
or lips inwardly under the jaw 37, as shown. 
in Figs. 17 and 18. The parts are so propor 
tioned that when they are properly inter 
locked together, the clasping means will have 
a slide fit upon the shank of the ring, permit 
ting the flexibly elongated member 36 to flex 
and accommodate itself to the finger wearing the ring. 

Figures 19, 20, 21 and 22 illustrate another 
modification wherein the jaws are hooked to 
gether and interlocked by deflecting them 
laterally or edgewise. In these views the 
elongated flexible member 41 is provided at 
each end (one end only being shown) with 
a pair of bendable jaws 42, 43. These are 
arranged so as to extend in substantial par 
allelism, when delivered to the customer, so iii 
as to facilitate application of the guard to 
the finger ring. Each of the jaws is pro 
vided with a lateral notch 44 in one edge, 
the two notches extending in opposite direc 
tion from the jaws, so that when the jaws are 
slightly deflected from each other edgewise 
and bent down and over the ring shank, the 
hooks 45 and the jaws. may be pressed to 
gether in a lateral direction, thereby bring 
ing the respective hooks underneath the re 
spective jaws and into under shallow re 
cesses 46 formed therein, thereby causing the 
clasping means to encompass the outer sur 
face of the ring shank and to interlock the 
jaws together. Each of the hooks or prongs 
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4. 
45 is thinner than its jaw and each of the 
notches 44 is cut at one side at an inclination 
transversely of the jaw, and when the jaws 
are brought together as in Fig. 21, the thick 
inclined edge terminals of the jaws will be 
brought together in abutment, along a line 47. 
which is on the bias with respect to the con 
nected and interlocked jaws, the inner edges 
of the jaws holding them from separation, 
(Fig. 22). : - 

It will thus be seen that the present inven 
tion is susceptible to various modifications 
of the clasping means, and, when the guard is applied to a finger ring, Stich means and the 
adjacent portion of the elongated flexible 
member will entirely encompass the shank of 

3 

25 

3 

the ring, and as the members of the clasping 
means are interlocked, a reliable, convenient 
and desirable ring guard is provided, having 
clasping means allowing more or less flexing 
of the elongated guard member, which ac 
commodates itself to the size of the finger 
wearing the ring. 

Still other modifications may be resorted 
to, as will be obvious to those skilled in the 
art, without departing from the spirit of the 
invention as defined in the appended claims. 
What I claim as new is 1. A finger-ring guard, comprising an elon 

gated member and clasping means carried 
thereby and adapted in conjunction with such 
member to fully encompass the shank of a 
ring, such means including interlocking ele 
ments engageable at a point clear of the finger 
bearing surface of the elongated member. 

2. A finger-ring guard, comprising a flex 
ible elongated member and clasping means 
carried thereby and adapted in conjunction 
with such member to fully encompass the 
shank of a ring, such means including inter 
locking elements engageable at a point clear 
of the finger bearing surface of the elongated 
member, some of the elements being bendable 
in a direction laterally of the clasping means. 

3. A finger-ring guard, comprising an elon 
gated member and clasping means carried 
thereby and adapted in conjunction with such 
member to fully encompass the shank of a 
ring, such means including a pair of benda ble jaws having interlocking elements en 
gageable at a point clear of the finger bear 
ing surface of the elongated member. 4. A finger-ring guard, comprising a flexi 
ble elongated member and a pair of benda 
ble jaws extending outwardly from each end 
of the member, and the free ends of the jaws 
adapted to meet, the member and jaws being: 
composed of metal, and interlocking elements 
at the free ends of the jaws whereby to hold 
the jaws around the shank of a ring and the 
member inside of the ring. 5. A finger-ring guard, comprising a flexi 
ble elongated member and a pair of bendable 
jaws extending outwardly from each end of 
the member, and the free ends of the jaws. 
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adapted to meet, the member and jaws being 
composed of metal, and interlocking elements 
at the free ends of the jaws and extending 
laterally thereof whereby to hold the jaws 
around the shank of a ring and the member 
inside of the ring. 6. A finger-ring guard, comprising a flex 
ible elongated member and a pair of bendable 
jaws extending outwardly from each end of 
the member, and the free ends of the jaws 
adapted to meet, the member and jaws being 
composed of metal, and laterally extending 
hook elements at the free ends of the jaws 
whereby to hold the jaws around the shank 
of a ring and the member inside of the ring. 7. A finger-ring guard, comprising a flex 
ible elongated member and a pair of bend 
able jaws extending outwardly from each end 
of the member, and the free ends of the jaws 
adapted to meet, the member and jaws be 
ing composed of metal, the free end of one aw having an opening and the free end of 
the other jaw a deformable projection to en 
gage in the opening. 8. A finger-ring guard, comprising a flex 
ille elongated member and a pair of bend 
able jaws extending outwardly from each 
end of the member, and the free ends of the 
jaws adapted to meet, the member and jaws. 
being composed of metai, the free end of one 
jaw having an opening and the free end of 
the other jaw a pair of lateral deformable projections to engage in the opening. 

9. A finger-ring guard, comprising a flex 
ible elongated member and a pair of bend 
able jaws extending outwardly from each 
end of the member, and the free ends of the 
jaws adapted to meet, the member and jaws 
being composed of metal, the free end of one 
jaw having an enlargement provided with a 
slot extending longitudinally of such jaw 
and the free end of the other jaw having a 
pair of deformable prongs adapted to enter 
the slot and to be spread apart to mechani 
cally connect the jaws together. 10. A finger-ring guard, comprising an 
elongated member and a pair of bendable 
jaws extending outwardly from each end of 
the member, and the free ends of the jaws be 
ing adapted to meet, the innenber and jaws 
being composed of metal, and the free end of 
one jaw being wider than its body and the 
free end of the outer jaw being bifurcated, 
the bifurcations being deformable to engage 
under the body of the opposite jaw and the 
wider end adapted to engage under the bi 
furcations. - 11. A finger-ring guard, comprising an 
elongated member and a pair of bendable 
jaws extending outwardly from each end of 
the member, and the free ends of the jaws. 
being adapted to meet, the member and jaws. 
being composed of metal, and the free end 
of one jaw being wider than its body and the 
free end of the other jaw being bifurcated, 
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the bifurcations converging and being de 
formable to engage under the body of the op 
posite jaw and the wider end adapted to en 
gage under the bifurcations. 

12. A finger-ring guard, comprising a flex 
ible elongated member and a pair of bend 
able jaws extending outwardly from each 
end of the member, and the free ends of the 
jaws adapted to meet, the member and jaws 
being composed of metal, the free end of one 
jaw having a T-head and the free end of the 
other jaw being bifurcated and the bifurca 
tions forming mutually presented pi'ongs, the 
bifurcations being deformable to engage the 
prongs under the opposite jaw and the T 
head adapted to engage under the bifurca tions. 

13. A finger-ring guard, comprising a 
flexible elongated member and a pair of bend 
able jaws extending outwardly from each 
end of the member, and the free ends of the 
jaws adapted to meet, the member and jaws 
being composed of metal, the free end of one 
jaw having a T-head and the free end of the 
other jaw being bifurcated and the bifurca 
tions diverging from their jaws and having 
mutually presented prongs, the bifurcations 
being deformable to engage the prongs under 
the opposite jaw and the T-head adapted to 
engage under the bifurcations. 

14. A finger-ring guard, comprising a 
flexible elongated member and a pair of bend 
able jaws extending outwardly from each 
end of the member, and the free ends of the 
jaws adapted to meet, the member and jaws 
being composed of metal, the free end of one 
jaw having lateral recesses and the free end 
of the other jaw having a pair of inwardly 
bendable prongs adapted to enter the re 
cesses and be bent under the recessed jaw. 

15. The combination with a finger ring, of 
a guard comprising an elongated member and 
clasping means extending outwardly from 
each end of the member and fitting on and 
completely surrounding the shank for fixing 
the elongated member along the inner surface 
of the ring, each such means including inter 
locked elements which are engaged at a point 
between the planes of the side edges of the elongated member. 

16. The combination with a finger ring, of a guard comprising a flexible elongated 
member and clasping means extending out 
Wardly from each end of the member and 
fitting on and completely surrounding the 
shank for fixing the elongated member along 
the inner surface of the ring, each such means 
including interlocked elements which are en 
gaged at a point between the planes of the 
side edges of the elongated member, some of 
the elements extending transversely of the clasping means. 

17. The combination with a finger ring, of 
a guard comprising an elongated member and clasping means extending outwardly from 

5 

each end of the member and fitting on and 
completely surrounding the shank for fixing 
the elongated member along the inner surface 
of the ring, each such means including a pair 
of meeting jaws having interlocked elements 
which are engaged at a point between the 
planes of the side edges of the elongated member. 

18. A finger-ring guard, comprising an 
elongated member and clasping means car 
ried thereby and adapted in conjunction with 
such member to fully encompass the shank of 
a ring, such means including connecting ele 
ments joined together at a point clear of the 
finger bearing surface of the elongated mem ber. 

HARRIS LEWIN. 
80 

(i. 

J3 

) 


