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. ‘2 Olaims,

This Tnvention Telates to a folding gatrmeiit
hanger.

An obJect of thls inventi on 1s to p1 ov1de a strong

g
very compact and.occubies very liftle space when
folded.
Another object is to provide a Toldinig garmeint

hanger that is well adavtéd for éither plastic or

metal construction.

Another object is to-provide a folding garment
hanger having a pivotally cotiriected two part
hinged spreader bar provided with a tnedial pivot
that passed the center line of its two end pivots
to thereby lock the hanger in ‘an open position.

Another object is to provide a folding gariiient
hanger in which two thaih hahger members‘have
mating upper end portions that interfit tongue
and groove fashion and- that are pivotally con-
nected together arid are provided With shoulders
which abut against each other to limit relative
angular movement of said main haiigér mem-
bers.-

Anocther objéet of the inve [ 35 to provide a
multiple piece foldlng garnient hariger having a
relatively wide Hook that s pivoted on the satie
axis as the pivot that tonrnects 1wo parts of “the
garment hanger ahnd that Will fold "over the
hanger in a very compact manniey.

Other objects of the invention will be ‘appar-
ent from ‘the following desctiptioti takeii in ¢oni-
nection With the accompanying dratities.

In the drawings: ) )

Figire 1 is a vieWw 'in eleévation of @ "plastic
garmént hanger constriicted in ‘dccordance Wwith
this invention showing the same in “opeH po-
sition. .

Flg 2 is’a top plan view of tH& hangef showhn
in Pig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a bottori Plan view 6f said hanger

Fig. 4 i§ & detached perspective view of the
hook used on said hanger.”

Fig. 5 is a side elevation showmg ‘$§aid harnger
folded. . » »
Fig. 6 is a crogs settion on line 6-—6 of Fig. 5.
Fig. 7 is a fragmentaiy exploded pérspe

view of the pivotally totinected parts 6 the main |

hangeir members.

Fig. 8 is a fragméntary exploded perspective
view showing' the pivot” joint meaiis fo¥ the bot-
tom spreader bar of” the' hanger, -

Fig. 9 is an elevatioti of 4 foldifig Wire Ha gér
made in accordanct with this invention; showmg
the hanger in open position.

- oné of said main hanger” parts, such as the
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Fig. 10 is'an élévation showing said wire hanger -

folded.
Fig. 11 is an enlarged cross section taken sub-
stantially on broken line H—-11 of Fig.'9,

Like reference numerals desienate’ like ‘parts
throughout the several views. -

Figs. 1 to 7 inclusive show a folding hanger
comprising two main hanget .parts (0 and (i
which are of similaiy constiuction exéébt that
matinig end portions of these parts are of tongue
and groove shupe With & medial tonsus 12 on
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part 10, and two spaced apart members (3 ‘on
the other” 'b‘a'rt’ 11 to Teceive therebetweer’ the

_‘tongue 120

The matmg ends 12 ard 13 of the two parts
10 and. 11 ‘are “interftted, as showh ™ arid ‘each
part 10 "and 11 has an inclined shoulder 14
‘a‘dapt'eu ‘to e engaged by . an ‘edge 15 of the
other pait.

The two meiibers 10 and 11 are pivotally ‘cori-
riecteéd with ‘each other by a tubular hinge’ pin
or pivot 1T that passes through lobes 16 ‘on the
menibers 18 and (1. A double’ hook ‘I8, see

Fig. 4, fits over the parts 12 and "13 and hds
two inwardly protruding pins' {8 that are adapted

to engage withih ‘the ‘tubuldt “hinge pin 17 to
secute the hdok to the hanger. These" pins 19
are easily ‘shapped into’ ‘engaged position ™ by
springihg the two sides of the ‘hook “18 “apart.

.The'hook, being wider than the hgnger Hiembers,

can oe folded into a very compact position as
showil in Fig.'’5.. ~ _
Obviously the hihge can be formied separable

Irom”the” hanger meémbers (8 and 11 if “desired
out in any ingtance a tubular hings pin - is pref—

erably used.

The two members 10 and {l are shaped ‘in
ottline, like the two sides of & ¢onventional coat
hanger’and are of channel shaped cross section,

‘as’ shown in Fig. 6. A ‘spreader bar formed-of

two parts 20’ and 21 is connected ‘with the lowe*
end portions-of these members (0 and 1t by
p1vot ‘meédns 22. The ‘two’ spreader bar' parts
20 and 21 are of equal” length and have ‘down-

’wardly extendmg lobes 23 and 24 of tongue and

nected for relatlve angula1 movement by a pivot

‘pin 25" The lobes 23 and 24 have shoulders 26

that'abut-dgdinst éech other dnd-preévent the two
spreader ‘bay parts 20" and 21 from moving ‘dowi-
wardly beyond the aligred bosition in which they
are shown in Pig. 1. At theé §amé time tHe'two
spreader bar parts 28 and 21 can be'angularly
moved in the other diréction iintil they lie against

~each ‘othér as’shown by ‘dottéd lings in Fig. 5.

The certet of the pivet pin' 25 is piéferably: flush
with the lower édge portions 6f the spredader bars
28 and- 21 so'as to permit thése bars to fold side
by:side’in parallel relation.

Prefergbly vibs B0 are vrovided: crosswise ‘of
the upbersurfaces of the mdin hahger members

“10-and {1 to prevent garments: from shpplng ‘off
- ofsaid members 10 and 1.

Also preferably a
dowel pin-41 is provided on one member Such-as
‘member 48 to fit into a hole'42 i1 member H and
hold the two parts 18 and I'l agaifnist transverse
displacemertt Wheri they are‘folded.

When: the hanger is opened out into ‘the posi-
tion showil in Fig. 1 the bars 20 and 21 w111 act
as spreader bars to hold the members 11 and 10
extehded. TIn this position the pivot 25 ‘will be
g “short “distatice below “a straight line passing
through' the centers of pivots 22 and thus the
members 10 and (1 will be locked by reason of
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the pivot 25 passing center and the members
10 and {{ can not fold together when subjected
to a load. The spreader bar members 20 and 21,
when extended, will support garments, such as
trousers or skirts hung thereover without sag-
ging. Carments thus hung on the spreader bar
membkers will tend to hold them in a locked posi-
tion and thus prevent accidental folding of the
main hanger members (0 and (1.

The hanger is quickly and easily folded into
the very compact position shown in Fig. 5.
When extended the hanger is used in the usual
manner.

Figs. 9 and 10 show a folding wire hanger made
in accordance with this invention. This hanger
comprises two main coat hanger parts 27 and 28
pivotally connected with each other by a pivot
pin 28 that also supports a hook member 30. Two
spreader bar members 31 and 32 are connected
by pivots 33 with the .curved outfer end porftions
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of the main coat hanger parts 27 and 28. The

adjoining ends of the spreader bar members 31 '

and 32 have downwardly extending flattened lug
portions 35 that are pivotally connected with each
other by a pivot pin 36.

These lugs 35 are shaped to provide shoulders

25

37 that bump against each other and abut when -

the spreader bar members are in alignment with
each other. These shoulders thus prevent sag-
ging of the spreader bar members 31 and 382 under
a garment load but permit these spreader bar
members to fold toward the members 27 and 28
and assume the position shown in Fig, 10. The
pivot 36 is positioned below a straight line pass-
ing through pivots 33 when the spreader bars
31 and 32 are in alignment and the main hanger
bars 27 and 28 are thus locked against folding
movement.

Shoulders 38 on the hanger members 27 and
28, see Fig. 11, abut against the shank of the
hook 30, which is positioned between said hanger
members 2T and 28. This limits relative angular
movement of members 27 and 28, in one direc-
tion, beyond the position in which they are shown
in Fig. 9 but permits folding movement of these
‘hanger members in the other direction. The
‘hanger shown in Figs. 9, 10 and 11 is used in the
-usual way when extended.

The foregoing description and accompanying
drawings clearly disclose preferred embodiments
of my invention but it will be understood that
changes in the same may be made within the
scope of the following claims.

Iclaim:

1. A folding garment hanger comprising two &

main hanger members of molded plastic and of
inverted channel shape in cross section to pro-
vide grooves in their lower edges; a relatively
deep groove of approximately one-third of the
thickness of a main hanger member provided
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medially in the upper end portion of one of said -

hanger members, said relatively deep groove hav-
ing flat inside walls and having an inclined bot-
tom wall; a relatively long tongue of approxi-
mately one-third the thickness of a3 main hanger
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-member provided medially on the upper end por- -

tion of the other hanger member adapted to fit
snugly within the relatively deep groove and hav-
ing shoulders and a straight bottom edge portion
-adapted to engage with the bottom edges of the
deeply grooved member and with the bottom wall
of the relatively deep groove to limit relative
angular opening movement of said two hanger
.members; downwardly extending aligned pivot
receiving lobes on each of said main hanger
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members; a tubular pivot member extending
through said lobes and pivotally connecting said
two main hanger members, the axis of said tubu-
lar pivot being in the planes of intersection of
the bottom edges of said two main hanger mem-
bers and the shoulders provided by the groove
and tongue members of the upper end portions of
said main hanger members; a hook having two
spaced apart sides adapted to fit over the inter-
fitting portions of said two main hanger mem-
bers and connected at their upper ends by a cross
bar; two inwardly directed pins on the lower end
portions of the sides of said hook adapted to fit
into said tubular pivot member to pivotally secure
said hook to said main hanger members; and
two spacer bar members of equal length each
having an end portion pivotally connected with
one of the main hanger members near the lower
end of the hanger member, the other end portions
of said two spacer bar members having down-
wardly extending interfitting lobes of tongue and
groove shape and said lobed portions having
shoulders that abut when the spacer bars are in
alignment and said lobed portions being pivotally
connected together by a transverse pivot that
is positioned below a straight line passing through
the pivot connections at the ends of said spacer
bars to prevent folding of the spacer bars under
load when the hanger is extended.

2. A folding garment hanger comprising two
main hanger members of molded plastic and of
inverted channel shape in cross section to pro-
vide grooves in their lower edges; a relatively deep
groove of approximately one-third of the thick-
ness of a main hanger member provided medially
in the upper end portion of one of said main
hanger members, said relatively deep groove hav-
ing flat inside walls and having an inclined bot-
tom wall forming a shoulder; a relatively long
tongue of approximately one-third the thickness
of a main hanger member provided medially on
the upper end portion of the other hanger mem-
ber adapted to fit snugly within said relatively
deep groove and having shoulders and a straight
bottom edge portion adapted to engage with the
bottom edges of the grooved member and with
the bottom wall of the relatively deep groove to
limit relative angular opening movement of said
two hanger members; downwardly extending
aligned pivot receiving lobes on each of said two
main hanger members; a pivot member extend-
ing through said lobes, the axis of said pivot be=
ing coincident with the intersection of the planes
of the bottom edges of said two main hanger mem-
bers and with the shoulders formed by the rela-
tively deep groove and tongue portions of the
upper end portions of said main hanger mem-
bers; a foldable hook connected with said pivot
member; and two foldable spreader bar mem-
bers of equal length pivotally connected with each
other and with the outer end portions of the re-
spective main hanger members, whereby said
main hanger members are held in extended po-
sition.
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