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IMPROVEMENT IN IRON FOLDING-CHAIRS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 127,899, dated June 11, 1872,

To whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JorN LAUER, of Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Iron Folding-Chairs; and I dode-
clare that the followin g is a true and accurate
description thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing and to the letters of
reference marked thereon and being a part of
this specification, in which— :

Figure 1 is a perspective view of m y im-
proved chair extended as a bed. Fig.2is a
side elevation of the device arranged as a re-
clining-chair. Fig.3isa detached perspective
of the leg-frame. Fig.4is a plan of one of the
locking-bars; and Fig. 5 is an end elevation of
the same and of the adjacent notehed quad-
rant.

Like letters refer to like parts in each figure.

This invention has for its object the con-
struction of an iron folding-chair in such a
manner that it may be readily changed from
an arm-chair to a reclining or lounging chair,
a child’s crib, a bed, or compactly folded into
a small compass for transportation. The in-
vention consists in the peculiar construction
of a leg-frame for supporting the middle or
seat section of the chair, in the peculiar meth-

-0d of locking the various sections in the differ-
ent positions, and in the general arrangement
of the various parts, as more fully hereinafter
set forth,

In the drawing, A represents the leg-frame
of my chair formed of four bars of iron with
their ends turned or bent outwardly at a miter.
Between the ends of the bars the tops of the
legs B are inserted and secured by a rivet, a,
which forms a pivot for them, so that they may
be folded inward and lie flat or horizontally
betweenthe frame-bars. Care braces, one end
of each being pivoted in the body of a leg,
with the other extremity bent at a right an gle
with an eye punched in it. The other end of
each brace is pressed through the eye of its
fellow, making an extension or slip joint in
each pair, the eyes of each pair coming to-
gether and forming a stop when fully drawn
out to erect the frame on thelegs. The braces
slide over each other when the legs are folded
in. A notch may be formed in each brace to
receive the eye of its fellow when fully drawn

out to secure the same in that position, if de-
sired. The front ends of the side barsare car-
ried forward beyond the leg-joint, as shown,
and have secured to them the downward curved
ends of the side bars of the seat-frame D, the
rear ends of which are supported upon brack-
ets I riveted to them and the leg-frame. F
is the back-frame, also of light iron, its lower
ends being pivoted to the rear end of the side
bars of the seat-frame. G are arm-pieces piv- -
oted to the sides of the back-frame. To the
front ends of these are pivoted the arm-levers
H, the lower ends of which arein turn pivoted
to the side bars of the seat-frame. The lower
end of these levers form a kind of bell-crank,
in the extremity of which is formed a notched
segment, H', Iisalocking-barplayingthrough
a slot in the side bars of the seat-frame, and

engaging with one of the notches of the seg-

ment H', except at each end in oneplace, where -

a noteh is cut in the bar to allow the segments
to move. A knob or handle is provided at
each end of the bar, so that the occupant may
slide the bar until its notches come opposite
the segment, when the position or angle of the

.back section may be changed to suit, when, by

drawing the bar in either direction, the seg-
ment will be locked again.  J are the side bars
of the foot-section, their upper ends bein g bent
to a right angle and interposed between the
front ends of the bars D, and the extended
ends of the side bars of the leg-frame being
pivoted on the bolts or rivets, which secure
them together. On theupper ends of the bars
J are formed the notched segments J’, with
which engages a locking-bar, K, mortised
through the front ends of the bars A, in the
manner already described, for the purpose of
extending the foot-section to a horizontal po-
sition on a plane with the seat-section, or in-
clining it to any angle below it. The back,
seat, and foot sections are provided with foun-
dations composed of light interlaced straps of
iron to support the cushions, which are of the
same area and of any desired thickness., L is
a foot-rest to the chair, the side bars of which
are pivoted to the ends of the side bars of the
foot-section, and are provided with the notched
segments L/, with which engages the locking-
bar M, mortised in the bars J of the foot-sec-
tion so that the foot-rest may be locked at
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right angles to, or form a prolongation of the
foot-section, or locked in any intermediate po-
sition so that it may be used as a head-board,
or to extend the length of the couch, as well
as a foot-board for the chair. N are legs piv-
oted to the side bars of the back section to
support the latter when in a horizontal posi-
tion; otherwise they are folded between the
side bars.

_ A chair, which, when extended, as in Fig.1,

forms a bed or couch six feet two inches in
length, may be folded up to occupy but twenty-
four by twenty-six inches area by five inches
in height. To get it in this position, remove
the cushions, fold the back onto the seat-sec-
tion, turn the chair on its side, fold the legs
between their frame, extend the foot-rest ona
plane with the foot-section, and fold thelatter
under the leg-frame.

The peculiar construction of the leg-section
renders the use of lighter iron possible than can
be used in other chairs of this class, and af-
fords greater stability to the chair.

The various changes of position in the dif-

ferent sections may be made by the occupant
without leaving the chair.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The construction and arrangement of the
Jeg-frame A,legs B, and slip-braces C with re-
lation to the seat-frame D of a chair, con-
structed substantially as herein described, for
the purpose specified.

92, The arrangement of the locking-bars I,
K, and M with relation to the segments H/,J,
and I/ of the arm-levers H and bars J and L,
respectively, in the frames A, D, and J, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination, with the leg-frame A
and legs B, of the seat-frame D, bracket I,
back-frame F, legs N, arm-pieces G, arm-le-
vers H, foot-section J, and foot-rest L, and the
locking-bars I, K, and M, as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

JOHN LAUER.

Witnesses:

H. F. EBERTS, -
GEo. C. TOBIAS.




