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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that I, Jas. R. BLANEY, of
. Chicago, Cook county, Illinois, have invented
an Improved Process of Making Oakum, of
which the following is a specification:

In making oalkum by my process I use hemp
or flax tow, jute, or other similar fiber. Any
one of these fibrous materialsis saturated with
a thin solation in benzine, kerosene, or other
oil, as solvent of the finest asphaltum, (Trini-
dad preferred,) and of pine-tar. -

These solutions are better made separate,
and mixed.

After saturation, the fiber is pressed to re-
move the excess of the solution, dried, and
carded to reduce it to the proper length and
fineness. .

These solutions eontain from one and a half
to two pounds of asphaltum to the gallon of
the solvent, and about one-half that quantity
of pine-tar per gallon of the solvent.

To recover the benzine, kerosene, or other
solvent, I propose to dry the fiber, after press-
ing it, by distillation of the said solvent. -

. The object of my invention is the prepara-
tion of a good quality of oakum from a by-
product cheaply, and furnish a supply at any
time, which is becoming difficult, owing to the
inereasing scarcity of old rope, from which it
is usually made. '

I donot claim the speecial use of flax or hemp
tow in the manufacture of oakum, for they

have been used; nor do I claim the use of ben-
zine, kerosene, or other oil, otherwise than as
solvents of the asphaltum and tar, and as me-
diums to insure the thorough saturation of
the fibers with the asphaltum and tar.

The fibers, when saturated with the solu-
tions of asphaltum and tar, after removal of
the solvent by drying or distillation, retain
within them and upon their surfaces sufficient
of the asphaltum and tar to act as thorough
preservatives, much better than if tarhad alone
been used.

The tar used by me is in sufficient quantity
to give to the fiber the requisite adhesiveness, *
and the other properties of ordinary oakum,
while oakum made by my process possesses
not only the usual qualities of ordinary oakum
made from old rope, but, additionally, the entire
strength of new fiber, and the extra preserva-
tive property given it by the asphaltum,

I claim as my invention—

The process of making oakum from hemp or
flax tow, jute, or similar fibers, by saturating
such fiber in a solution of asphaltum and pine-
tar, using benzine, kerosene, or other oil as
the solvent, and the recovery of said oil by
distillation from the saturated fiber, substan-
tially as specified.
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