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(57) ABSTRACT 

Disclosed is a migration communication control device 
constructed to control a continuous communication between 
a mobile node and a node unaffected the mobile node's 
migration. The migration communication control device 
comprises a first migration control unit, a Second migration 
control unit on the mobile node, and a third migration 
control unit on the partner node. The first migration control 
unit comprises a packet transfer unit and an address post 
unit. The packet transfer unit receives a packet which was 
destined for an outdated address of the mobile node, gen 
erates a conversion packet which holds an updated address 
instead of the outdated address, and then transmits the 
conversion packet, while an address post unit transmits an 
address post message which indicates the updated address to 
the third migration control unit. The Second migration 
control unit comprises a migration post unit and a packet 
resumption unit. The migration post unit transmits to the first 
migration control unit a migration post message which 
indicates the updated address when the mobile node 
migrates to another network while a packet resumption unit 
receives the conversion packet from both the first migration 
control unit and the third migration control unit and resumes 
an original packet from the conversion packet. The third 
migration control unit comprises a packet conversion unit 
which converts a destination address of a packet into the 
updated address, then transmits it to the mobile node. 
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PACKET TRANSFER MIGRATION 
COMMUNICATIONS CONTROL DEVICE AND 

METHOD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001) (1) Field of the Invention 
0002 The present invention relates to a migration com 
munication control device that controls a communication 
between a mobile node and a corresponding node to enable 
them to communicate continuously when the former 
migrates by managing addresses assigned to the former each 
time it migrates acroSS networkS. 
0003) (2) Description of the Related Art 
0004 Recent progress in the field of electronic technol 
ogy makes it possible to assemble Smaller and lighter 
portable computers. These portable computers referred to as 
mobile nodes are designed So that they can migrate acroSS 
networkS: they are unplugged from a network and plugged 
in another and communicate with a Stationary node. Thus, 
each of them is assigned a specific address to prove its 
identity. The address, in general, includes location informa 
tion as to which network the mobile nodes are currently 
plugged in, and for this reason, a new address is assigned 
each time they migrate. 
0005 For example, the address composed of a network 
address unit for Specifying a network in which the mobile 
node is currently plugged in and a node address unit for 
proving the mobile node's identity in the network, or the 
address used in a conventional network architecture Such as 
Internet Protocol(details of which are in Internet Protocol, 
RFC791, Jon Postel, Sep., 1981), they must be changed 
every time the mobile nodes migrate. 
0006. However, once the mobile node migrates to another 
network, a communication with the Stationary node will be 
terminated. This is because a packet is transmitted to its old 
address only to be wasted. 
0007 Thus, to enable the mobile node and stationary 
node to communicate continuously when the former 
migrates, it is necessary to control the communication by 
managing the Steadily changing address. 

0008 To date, two address managing methods have been 
proposed: one by Sony Computer Science Laboratory Inc. 
and one by the Department of Computer Science at Colum 
bia University. 
0009 Sony Computer Science Laboratory Inc. proposed 
a method using VIP(Virtual Internet Protocol), details of 
which are on “VIP: Lower Layer Internet Protocol', Fumio 
Teraoka, Yasuhiko Yokote, Mario Tokoro, Proceed of Data 
Processing Convention Multimedia Communication and 
Distributed Processing. 
0010. In this method, each mobile node is assigned a 
VIP(Virtual Internet Protocol) address and a PIP(Physical 
Internet Protocol) address. The former is an unchanged 
address used in a communication application for packet 
transmission and reception; and the latter is an address 
changed for every migration to specify an update physical 
location of the mobil node. Data related to both addresses 
are held in a cache of a gateway. Under these conditions, the 
Stationary node transmits a packet to the mobile node to the 
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VIP address thereof, and the packet is converted into another 
packet addressed to the PIP address when it passes the 
gateway, thence transmitted to the mobile node Via the 
gateways placed in a route onwards. These gateways collect 
data related to a correlation between the VIP and PIP 
addresses from the header of the packet upon the receipt 
thereof, thus updates data in the cache, and hence are able to 
convert other packets addressed to the VIP addresses into the 
packets addressed to the PIP addresses based on the corre 
lation entered in the cache. 

0011. In this method, in short, the use of the address 
constituting with the VIP and PIP addresses enables the 
mobile node and the Stationary node to communicate con 
tinuously when the former migrates. 
0012. The Department of Computer Science at Columbia 
University proposed a method using an Internet Protocol 
address of which network address unit does not specify the 
network which the mobile node is currently plugged in but 
declares itself to be the mobile node, hence a certain value 
is given as the network address unit to all the mobile nodes. 
As well, the method uses an MSS(Mobile Support Station) 
installed at each network to manage the IP addresses and 
control a packet route to the mobile node. The MSS is 
designed So that it collects data related to the update physical 
location of the mobile nodes by referring other MSSS. 
0013) Given these conditions, when the stationary node 
transmits a packet to the mobile node when it migrates, it 
first transmits the packet to a first MSS installed in its 
network; thence the first MSS transfers the packet to a 
Second MSS installed in a network which the mobile node 
is currently plugged in; and finally the Second MSS transfers 
the packet to the mobile node. 
0014. In this method, in short, the use of the MSS enables 
the mobile node and the Stationary node to continue the 
communication when the former migrates. 
0015. In the first method, however, all the nodes must be 
constructed so that they understand both the VIP and PIP 
addresses, causing them to extend a Scale functionally, 
otherwise making it impossible to apply this method to 
apparatuses employed in existing networks. In addition, the 
communication via the gateways reduces communication 
efficiency compared with direct packet transmission, 
because the gateways check whether they have received the 
packet addressed to the VIP address or PIP address each time 
they receive it, as well as whether or not to collect the data 
therefrom to update those in the cache. 
0016. In the second method, each network must have the 
MSS, and the communication via the MSSS makes it impos 
Sible to transmit the packet directly, thereby reducing the 
communication efficiency. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0017. The present invention therefore has an object to 
provide a migration communication control device that is 
available to any apparatus employed in existing networkS. 
Also the present invention has another object to provide a 
migration communication control device that enables the 
mobile node and Stationary node to communicate continu 
ously when the former migrates by transmitting and receiv 
ing the packet directly besides transferring the packet as has 
been done when the mobile node migrates acroSS the net 
WorkS. 
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0.018. The above objects are fulfilled by a migration 
communication control device constructed to control a com 
munication between a mobile node and a partner node, the 
mobile node migrating acroSS networks and obtaining an 
address assigned on each network while the partner node 
being a communication partner of the mobile node, com 
prising a first migration control unit, a Second migration 
control unit, a third migration control unit, the Second 
migration control unit being placed on the mobile node and 
the third migration control unit being placed on the partner 
node, wherein the first migration control unit comprises a 
packet transfer unit for receiving a packet which was des 
tined for an outdated address of the mobile node, the 
outdated address assigned when the mobile node migrated to 
a network to which the first migration control unit is 
attached, generating a conversion packet which holds an 
updated address instead of the outdated address, and trans 
mitting the conversion packet, and an address post unit for 
transmitting an address post message which indicates the 
updated address of the mobile node to the third migration 
control unit, the third migration control unit transmitting the 
packet received by the packet transfer unit, and the Second 
migration control unit comprises a migration post unit for 
transmitting to the first migration control unit a migration 
post message which indicates the updated address of the 
mobile node when the mobile node migrates to another 
network, and a packet resumption unit for receiving the 
conversion packet from both the first migration control unit 
and the third migration control unit and resuming an original 
packet from the conversion packet, and the third migration 
control unit comprises a packet conversion unit for convert 
ing a destination address of a packet, the packet to be 
transmitted to the mobile node, into the updated address 
indicated by the address post message, the address post 
message Sent by the first migration control unit, and trans 
mitting it to the mobile node. 
0019. The migration post unit in the second migration 
control unit may transmit an identification key included in 
the migration post message, the identification key being 
employed to identify the mobile node. 

0020. The identification key may be an address of the 
mobile node assigned at one network before the network to 
which the mobile node is currently attached. 
0021. The identification key may be an address of the 
mobile node assigned before its initial migration. 
0022. The second migration control unit may be con 
Structed to transmit to the third migration control unit the 
packet which has the same format as the resumed packet. 
0023 The first migration control unit may further com 
prise an address hold unit for holding the outdated address 
and the updated address by corresponding them with each 
other; and an address comparison unit for comparing the 
destination address of the received packet with the outdated 
address, wherein the packet transfer unit generates the 
conversion packet and transmits it when the address com 
parison unit detects that the destination address of the 
received packet coincides with the outdated address. 
0024. The first migration control unit may further com 
prise an address hold unit for holding the outdated address 
and the updated address by corresponding them with each 
other; and an address comparison unit for comparing the 
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destination address of the packet received by the packet 
transfer unit with the outdated address, wherein the address 
post unit transmits the address post message which indicates 
the updated address of the mobile node to the third migration 
control unit, the third migration control unit transmitting the 
packet received by the packet transfer unit, when the address 
comparison unit detects that the destination address of the 
packet coincides with the outdated address. 

0025 The second migration control unit may further 
comprise an address hold unit for holding the outdated 
address and the updated address by corresponding them with 
each other; and an address comparison unit for comparing 
the updated address with the destination address of the 
packet received from one of the first migration control unit 
and the third migration control unit, wherein the packet 
resumption unit resumes the original packet from the con 
version packet when the address comparison unit detects 
that the updated address coincides with the destination 
address of the packet received from one of the first migration 
control unit and the third migration control unit. 

0026. The third migration control unit may further com 
prise an address hold unit for holding the outdated address 
and the updated address of the mobile node by correspond 
ing them with each other; and an address comparison unit for 
comparing the outdated address in the address hold unit with 
the destination address of the packet to be transmitted to the 
mobile node, wherein the packet conversion unit converts 
the destination address of the packet to be transmitted to the 
mobile node into the updated address which corresponds to 
the outdated address in the address hold unit when the 
address comparison unit detects the outdated address in the 
address hold unit coincides with the destination address of 
the packet. 

0027. There may be a plurality of the first migration 
control units, and the Second migration control unit trans 
mits the migration post message to at least one of the first 
migration control units. 

0028. The migration post unit in the second migration 
control unit may transmit the migration post message to the 
first migration control unit which is attached to the network 
to which the mobile node was attached before its migration, 
each of the first migration control units has a migration post 
unit for transmitting to one of the other first migration 
control units a migration post message to post the same 
address as the updated address indicated by the migration 
post message received from the Second migration control 
unit, and each of the first migration control units has a 
migration post unit for transmitting a migration post mes 
Sage from one of the other first migration control units to 
another first migration control unit to post the Same address 
as the updated address indicated by the received migration 
post meSSage. 

0029. Each of the first migration control units and the 
Second migration control unit may further comprise a 
pointer hold unit for holding pointers related to the first 
migration control unit to which the migration post message 
is transmitted, and wherein the migration post unit in each 
of the first migration control units and the migration post 
unit in the Second migration control unit transmit the migra 
tion post message to each of the addresses related to each of 
the pointers. 
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0030 Each of the pointers may be a broadcast address of 
the network to which one of the first migration control units 
is attached. 

0.031) Each of the pointers may be an address which is 
assigned to one of the first migration control units uniquely. 
0.032 Each of the pointers may be the address of the 
mobile node which is assigned when the mobile node is 
attached to the Same network as is the first migration control 
unit, and the migration post unit in the first migration control 
unit and the migration post unit in the Second migration 
control unit obtain the broadcast address of the network to 
which each of the first migration control units is attached 
with referring to the address of the mobile node, and 
transmits the migration post message to the obtained broad 
cast address. 

0033. The pointer hold unit in the second migration 
control unit may hold a pointer related to a first migration 
control unit for the latest migration, which is the first 
migration control unit being attached to one network before 
the network to which the mobile node is currently attached, 
and the pointer hold unit in the first migration control unit 
holds a pointer related to another first migration control unit 
attached to the same network as was the mobile node 
attached before migrating to the network to which the first 
migration control unit is attached. 
0034. The second migration control unit may further 
transmit to the first migration control unit the pointer by 
Sending thereto the migration post message, the pointer to be 
held by the first migration control unit. 
0035. The first migration control unit may store into the 
pointer hold unit the pointer when it receives from the 
Second migration control unit the migration post message by 
corresponding the pointer with the updated address indicated 
by the received migration post message. 
0036) Each of the first migration control units may further 
comprise an address hold unit for holding the outdated 
address and the updated address by corresponding them with 
each other, wherein a migration post message unit Stores into 
the address hold unit the outdated address and the updated 
address by corresponding them with each other when it 
receives from the Second migration control unit the migra 
tion post message, while converts the updated address in the 
address hold unit into the updated address indicated by the 
migration post message when it receives from the first 
migration control unit the migration post message and the 
outdated address indicated by the migration post message 
coincides with one of the updated addresses in the address 
hold unit. 

0037. The first migration control unit may be placed on a 
gateway, which connects networks. 
0.038. The first migration control unit may be placed on 
the network as an individual node. 

0.039 The migration post unit in the second migration 
control unit may transmit the migration post message to a 
home migration control unit, the home migration control 
unit being the first migration control unit which is attached 
to a network where the mobile node left for its initial 
migration, and the home migration control unit may further 
comprise a home migration post unit for transmitting a 
migration post message to a first migration control unit for 
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the latest migration, the first migration control unit for the 
latest migration being the first migration control unit which 
is attached to the network where the mobile node left for the 
latest migration, to post the same updated address as is 
indicated by the migration post message received from the 
Second migration control unit. 
0040. The first migration control unit may further com 
prise a migration post unit for transmitting the migration 
post message indicating the updated address of the mobile 
node to one of the other first migration control units when 
the conversion packet destined for the outdated address of 
the mobile node was sent therefrom to the first migration 
control unit. 

0041. The migration post unit in the second migration 
control unit may transmit to the home migration control unit 
the migration post message where a home address and the 
updated address are corresponded with each other, the home 
address assigned when the mobile node is attached to the 
Same network as is the home migration control unit, and 
each of the packet transfer unit and the address post unit in 
the home migration control unit may transmit the conversion 
packet and the address post message respectively with 
referring to the above home address and the updated address. 
0042. The second migration control unit may further 
comprise an outdated address post unit for transmitting to 
the first migration control unit for the latest migration an 
outdated address post message where the outdated address 
and the home address are corresponded with each other, the 
outdated address being assigned to the mobile node before 
the latest migration, the home migration post unit in the 
home migration control unit may transmit to the Said first 
migration control unit for the latest migration the migration 
post message where the above home address and the updated 
address are corresponded with each other, and the packet 
transfer unit and the address post unit in the first migration 
control unit for the latest migration may transmit the con 
version packet and the address post message respectively in 
accordance with the outdated address and the updated 
address, the outdated address and the updated address being 
corresponded with each other via the home address. 
0043. The outdated address post unit in the second migra 
tion control unit may transmit the above outdated address 
post message at a migration of the mobile node preceding 
the latest migration, and each of the migration post units in 
the Second migration control unit and the home migration 
post unit in the home migration control unit may transmit the 
above migration post message at the latest migration of the 
mobile node. 

0044) The second migration control unit may further 
comprise a home migration control unit pointer hold unit for 
holding a pointer related to the home migration control unit, 
the migration post unit in the Second migration control unit 
transmits the migration post message to the address related 
to the pointer, the home migration control unit may further 
comprise a pointer hold unit for the latest migration for 
holding a pointer related to the first migration control unit 
for the latest migration, and the home migration post unit in 
the home migration control unit may transmit the migration 
post message to the address related to the pointer. 
004.5 Each of the above pointers may be the broadcast 
address of the network to which each of the first migration 
control units is attached. 
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0.046 Each of the above pointers may be the address 
assigned to each of the first migration control units uniquely. 
0047 The second migration control unit may further 
comprise a pointer obtainment unit for requesting to the first 
migration control unit for the latest migration the pointer 
related to the first migration control unit for the latest 
migration, and the migration post unit in the Second migra 
tion control unit may post the obtained pointer to the home 
migration control unit together with the updated address by 
Sending thereto the migration post message. 
0.048. The migration post unit in the second migration 
control unit may post to the home migration control unit the 
pointer at the migration of the mobile node preceding the 
latest migration, while the migration post unit may post the 
above updated address at the latest migration of the mobile 
node. 

0049. The first migration control unit may further com 
prise an address post Suppressing unit for Suppressing trans 
mission of the address post message from the address post 
unit to the third migration control unit, and the address post 
Suppressing unit may SuppreSS transmission of the address 
post message when none of the first migration control units 
is attached to the same network as is the mobile node. 

0050. The second migration control unit may further 
comprise a detect unit for detecting whether or not the first 
migration control unit is attached to the network to which the 
mobile node migrates, the migration post unit in the Second 
migration control unit may transmit to the home migration 
control unit the migration post message which includes the 
detecting result of the above detect unit together with the 
updated address, the home migration post unit in the home 
migration control unit may transmit to the first migration 
control unit for the latest migration the migration post 
message which includes the detecting result of the above 
detect unit together with the updated address, and the 
address post Suppressing unit in each of the home migration 
control unit and the first migration control unit for the latest 
migration may Suppress the transmission of the address post 
message in accordance with the detecting result of the above 
detect unit. 

0051. The first migration control unit may further com 
prise a packet transfer Suppressing unit for Suppressing 
transfer of the packet conducted by the packet transfer unit. 
0.052 The first migration control unit may further com 
prise an address post Suppressing unit for Suppressing trans 
mission of the address post message from the address post 
unit to the third migration control unit, and the address post 
Suppressing unit in the first migration control unit being 
attached to a network to which the mobile node is not 
attached, may SuppreSS the transmission of the address post 
message when the packet transfer Suppressing unit in the 
first migration control unit for the latest migration Sup 
presses transfer of the packet. 
0053. The second migration control unit may further 
comprise a detect unit for detecting whether or not the 
packet transfer Suppressing unit in the first migration control 
unit Suppresses the transfer of the packet, the first migration 
control unit being attached to the network to which the 
mobile node migrates, and the migration post unit in the 
Second migration control unit transmits to the home migra 
tion control unit the migration post message which includes 
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the detecting result of the above detect unit together with the 
updated address, the home migration post unit in the home 
migration control unit may transmit to the first migration 
control unit for the latest migration the migration post 
message which includes the detecting result of the detect 
unit together with the updated address, and the address post 
Suppressing unit in each of the home migration control unit 
and the first migration control unit for the latest migration 
may Suppress the transmission of the address post message 
in accordance with the detecting result of the above detect 
unit. 

0054 The packet transfer suppressing unit in the first 
migration control unit for the latest migration may Suppress 
the transfer of the packet conducted by the packet transfer 
unit, when the packet transfer Suppressing unit in the first 
migration control unit being attached to the network to 
which the mobile node migrates Suppresses the transfer of 
the packet. 

0055. The above objects may also be fulfilled by a packet 
transfer migration control unit in a migration communica 
tion control device, the migration communication control 
device being constructed to control a communication 
between a mobile node and a partner node, the mobile node 
migrating acroSS networks and obtaining an address 
assigned on each network while the partner node being a 
communication partner of the mobile node, comprising a 
packet transfer unit for receiving a packet which was trans 
mitted by the partner node to an outdated address of the 
mobile node, the outdated address being assigned when the 
mobile node migrated to a network to which the packet 
transfer migration control unit is attached, generating a 
conversion packet which holds an updated address instead of 
the outdated address, and transmitting the conversion 
packet, and an address post unit for transmitting an address 
post message which indicates the updated address of the 
mobile node to the partner node, the partner node transmit 
ting the packet received by the packet transfer unit. 

0056. The above objects may further be fulfilled by a 
mobile node migration control unit in a migration commu 
nication control device, the migration communication con 
trol device being constructed to control a communication 
between a mobile node which migrates acroSS networks and 
obtains an address assigned on each network and a partner 
node which is a communication partner of the mobile node, 
being placed on the mobile node and comprising a migration 
post unit for transmitting to a packet transfer migration 
control unit a migration post message which indicates an 
updated address of the mobile node when the mobile node 
migrates to another network, the packet transfer migration 
control unit for receiving a packet which was transmitted by 
the partner node to an outdated address of the mobile node, 
the outdated address assigned when the mobile node 
migrated to a network to which the migration control unit for 
packet transfer is attached, generating a conversion packet 
which holds the updated address instead of the outdated 
address, and transmitting the conversion packet; and a 
packet resumption unit for receiving the conversion packet 
from both the packet transfer migration control unit and the 
mobile node, and resuming an original packet from the 
conversion packet. 
0057 The above objects are finally fulfilled by a partner 
node migration control unit in a migration communication 
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control device, the migration communication control device 
being constructed to control a communication between a 
mobile node which migrates acroSS networks and obtains an 
address assigned on each network and a partner node which 
is a communication partner of the mobile node, being placed 
on the mobile node and comprising an address post message 
receiving unit for receiving an address post message which 
indicates an updated address of the mobile node from a 
packet transfer migration control unit, the packet transfer 
migration control unit transmitting an address post message 
which indicates the updated address of the mobile node to 
the partner node, and a packet conversion unit for converting 
a destination address of a packet, the packet to be transmit 
ted to the mobile node, into the updated address indicated by 
the address post message, and transmitting it to the mobile 
node. 

0.058 According to the above construction, the migration 
communication control device of the present invention 
transferS and converts the packet using the address assigned 
to the mobile node each time it migrates acroSS networks, 
obviating particular addresses or devices such as the VIP 
address used conventionally. For this reason, the migration 
communication control device of the present invention can 
be applied to the existing partner node and mobile node So 
that they can communicate continuously by transferring the 
packet. Moreover, it is advantageous that the migration 
communication control device of the present invention is not 
necessarily applied to all the nodes to enhance communica 
tion efficiency; the present invention can be applied only to 
where necessary on the existing networks. More precisely, 
when any existing partner node communicates with the 
mobile node when it migrates, the packet can be transmitted 
directly from the mobile nodes to the existing partner node, 
and it can be transferred via the first migration control unit 
from the existing partner node to the mobile node, thereby 
enhancing communication efficiency. 

0059 Furthermore, when the partner node employs the 
migration communication control device of the present 
invention, communication efficiency is further enhanced 
thanks to the direct packet transmission and reception made 
possible by posting the update address of the mobile node 
from the first migration control unit to the third migration 
control unit. 

0060 Also, the devices such as MSS or a gateway 
employing the VIP are not necessarily installed at every 
network to which the mobile node migrates. To be precise, 
according to the present invention, the continuous commu 
nication is implemented even when the mobile node 
migrates to a network at which no special devices including 
above ones are installed. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0061 These and the other objects, advantages and fea 
tures of the invention will become apparent from the fol 
lowing description thereof taken in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings which illustrate a specific embodi 
ment of the invention. In the drawings: 

0.062 FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting a construction 
of a migration communication control device in a first 
embodiment of the present invention; 
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0063 FIG. 2 is a block diagram depicting a detailed 
construction of the migration communication control device 
employed as a mobile node in the first embodiment of the 
present invention; 
0064 FIG. 3 is a block diagram depicting a detailed 
construction of the migration communication control device 
employed as a gateway in the first embodiment of the 
present invention; 
0065 FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
construction of the migration communication control device 
employed as a Stationary node in the first embodiment of the 
present invention; 
0066 FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a detailed 
construction of the migration communication control device 
employed as an individual node in the first embodiment of 
the present invention; 
0067 FIG. 6 is an illustration showing a first example of 
a network to which the migration communication control 
devices in FIG. 2, 3, 4 are attached; 
0068 FIG. 7 is an illustration showing a second example 
of the network to which the migration communication 
control devices in FIG. 2, 3, 4 are attached; 
0069 FIG. 8 is an illustration showing a third example of 
the network to which the migration communication control 
devices in FIG. 2, 3, 4 are attached; 
0070 FIG. 9 is an illustration showing a fourth example 
of the network to which the migration communication 
control devices in FIG. 2, 3, 4 are attached; 
0071 FIG. 10 is an illustration showing (a) data in a data 
hold unit 1 in the mobile node (b) data in a data hold unit 1 
in the migration communication control devices each 
employed as the gateway, the Stationary node, and the 
individual node. 

0072 FIG. 11 is an illustration showing a format of a 
packet in the first embodiment of the present invention; 
0073 FIG. 12 is an illustration showing a format of a 
packet in the first embodiment of the present invention; 
0074 FIG. 13 is an illustration showing a content of the 
data hold unit 1 in the migration communication control 
device employed as the gateway; 

0075 FIG. 14 is an illustration showing a content of the 
data hold unit 1 in the migration communication control 
device employed as the individual node, 
0076 FIG. 15 is an illustration showing an example of a 
network to which the migration communication control 
device is attached in a Second embodiment of the present 
invention; 
0077 FIG. 16 is a detailed block diagram depicting a 
home migration communication control device in the Second 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0078 FIG. 17 is an illustration showing a content of a 
home mobile host list hold unit in the second embodiment of 
the present invention; 
007.9 FIG. 18 is a detailed block diagram depicting the 
Visitor migration communication control device in the Sec 
ond embodiment of the present invention; 
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0080 FIG. 19 is an illustration showing a content of a 
visitor mobile host list hold unit in the second embodiment 
of the present invention; 
0.081 FIG. 20 is a detailed block diagram depicting a 
migration address unit in the Second embodiment of the 
present invention; 
0082 FIG. 21 is an illustration showing a content of an 
address hold unit in the migration address unit in the Second 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0.083 FIG. 22 is a detailed block diagram depicting a 
migration address unit in the Second embodiment of the 
present invention; 
0084 FIG. 23 is an illustration showing a content of the 
address hold unit in the migration address unit in the Second 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0085 FIG. 24 is an illustration showing a format of a 
data packet in the Second embodiment of the present inven 
tion; 

0.086 FIG. 25 is an illustration showing a format of a 
packet transfer message in the Second embodiment of the 
present invention; 
0087 FIG. 26 is an illustration showing a flow of a data 
packet transmitted between devices in the Second embodi 
ment of the present invention; 
0088 FIG. 27 is an illustration showing a communica 
tion sequence in FIG. 26; 
0089 FIG.28 is an illustration showing a construction of 
each data packet in FIG. 26; 
0090 FIG. 29 is an illustration showing a change in the 
content of each hold unit in FIG. 26; 

0091 FIG. 30 is an illustration showing a flow of each 
data packet transmitted between devices at an operation 
example in the Second embodiment of the present invention; 
0092 FIG. 31 is an illustration showing a communica 
tion sequence in FIG. 30; 

0.093 FIG. 32 is an illustration showing a construction of 
each data packet in FIG. 30; 
0094 FIG. 33 is an illustration showing a change in the 
address hold unit in each device in FIG. 33; 

0.095 FIG. 34 is an illustration showing a flow of a data 
packet transmitted between devices at an operation example 
in the Second embodiment of the present invention; 
0096 FIG. 35 is an illustration showing the communi 
cation sequence in FIG. 34; 
0097 FIG. 36 is an illustration showing a construction of 
each data packet in FIG. 34; 
0.098 FIG. 37 is an illustration showing a change in the 
address hold unit in each device in FIG. 34; 

0099 FIG. 38 is an illustration showing a flow of each 
data packet transmitted between devices at an operation 
example in the Second embodiment of the present invention; 
0100 FIG. 39 is an illustration showing a communica 
tion sequence in FIG. 38; 
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0101 FIG. 40 is an illustration showing a construction of 
each data packet in FIG. 38; 
0102 FIG. 41 is an illustration showing a change in the 
address hold unit in each device in FIG. 38; 
0.103 FIG. 42 is an illustration showing a flow of each 
data packet transmitted between devices in the Second 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0104 FIG. 43 is an illustration showing a flow of each 
data packet transmitted between devices in the Second 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0105 FIG. 44 is an illustration showing a flow of each 
data packet transmitted between devices in the Second 
embodiment of the present invention; and 
0106 FIG. 45 is an illustration showing a flow of each 
data packet transmitted between devices in the Second 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

0107 Embodiment 1 
0108. A construction of a migration communication con 
trol device in a first embodiment of the present invention is 
described hereunder with referring to FIGs. Hereinafter, the 
mobile node and partner node in the related art as well as in 
the Summary of the invention are referred to as a mobile host 
and a stationary host, respectively. 
0109 FIG. 1 is an illustration showing the construction 
of the migration communication control device comprising 
a data hold unit 1, an application unit 2, a migration address 
unit 3, and a communication control unit 4. 
0110. The data hold unit 1 holds a couple of addresses of 
a mobile host by corresponding them. Each of the addresses 
in the data hold unit 1 is assigned before and after a 
migration of the mobile host. 
0111. The application unit 2 checks a connection as well 
as monitors a timer. The unit 2 is relevant for a higher layer 
in OSI model, which includes an application layer. For 
example, the unit 2 operates as TCP at TCP/IP (Transmis 
sion Control Protocol/Internet Protocol) or a layer which is 
higher than TCP. 
0112 The migration address unit 3 processes a migration 
address with referring to data in the data hold unit 1. The 
concrete operation of the migration address unit 3 varies 
depending on a type of the migration communication control 
device comprising the unit 3, and this will be described in 
detail later. 

0113. The communication control unit 4 controls the 
communication. The unit 4 is relevant for a lower layer in 
the OSI model. For example, the unit 4 operates as a layer 
which is lower than IP at TCP. 

0114. The application unit 2 and the communication 
control unit 4 are the same units as ones implemented on a 
general host. Besides the unit 2 and 4, the migration com 
munication device in the first embodiment of the present 
invention includes the data hold unit 1 and the migration 
address unit 3; thereby implements an operation unique to 
this case. That is, the data hold unit 1 and the migration 
address processing unit 3 are attached to the mobile host 
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which migrates acroSS networks, or a Stationary host which 
is attached to a network fixedly (for example, a gateway or 
a server); otherwise, they operate alone. Each device com 
prising the unit 1 and 3 Supports a continuous communica 
tion unaffected by migration of the mobile host besides 
providing its own function. 
0115 The data hold unit 1 and the mobile address unit 3, 
which are included in the devices attached to the network, 
are described in FIGS. 2, 3, 4, 5. FIG. 2 shows a migration 
communication control device where the unit 1 and the unit 
3 are attached to the mobile host which migrates acroSS 
networks; FIG. 3 shows a migration communication control 
device where the unit 1 and the unit 3 are attached to a 
gateway which connects the networks; FIG. 4 shows a 
migration communication control device where the unit 1 
and the unit 3 are attached to the Stationary host, which is the 
communication partner of the mobile host; and FIG. 5 
shows a migration communication control device attached to 
the network itself. 

0116. The migration communication control device in 
FIG. 2 (hereinafter referred to as a mobile host) further 
includes the application unit 2, the communication control 
unit 4, and an address obtainment unit 25, besides the data 
hold unit 1 and the migration address unit 3. 
0117 Each of the application unit 2 and the communi 
cation control unit 4 operates as the above, while the unit 2 
together with the unit 4 operate as a conventional Stationary 
host. 

0118. The address obtainment unit 25 obtains an address 
of the mobile host assigned when it has migrated to another 
network. Although other options can be considered, Such as 
employing a manual Setting by an operator or communicat 
ing with a Server computer which administrates addresses of 
the network, it is Supposed here that the address is obtained 
in accordance with an instruction of a System administrator 
or the operator. The address obtainment unit 25 is also 
possessed by a general host and will not be described in 
detail. 

0119) The addresses held in the data hold unit 1 are 
obtained by the address obtainment unit 25. 
0120) The migration address unit 3 (enclosed with a 
broken line) consists of a response message transmission 
unit 20, a marked packet conversion unit 21, a migration 
address Setting unit 26, a migration post transmission unit 
27, a reception packet unit 28, and a marked packet resump 
tion unit 29. 

0121 The response message transmission unit 20 trans 
mits the packet which responds to the received packet if the 
response is needed. 
0122) The marked packet conversion unit 21 converts a 
packet received from the response message transmission 
unit 20 as well as the application unit 2 into a marked packet 
by converting the address of the received packet and mark 
ing the packet. 

0123 The migration address setting unit 26 stores the 
address obtained by the address obtainment unit 25 into the 
data hold unit 1. The address obtained by the unit 25 is the 
address of the mobile host assigned after the migration, and 
the unit 26 stores it into unit 1 by corresponding it to the 
address of the mobile host assigned before the migration. 
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0.124. The migration post transmission unit 27 posts via 
the communication control unit 4 that the address obtained 
by the unit 25 is held in the data hold unit 1 together with 
the correspondence between a couple addresses each of 
which assigned before and after the migration. 
0.125 The reception packet unit 28 detects whether or not 
the received packet is marked, and Sends the unmarked 
packet to the application unit 2 while Sending the marked 
packet to the marketed packet resumption unit 29. 
0.126 The marked packet resumption unit 29 resumes the 
marked packet. 
0127. The migration communication control device in 
FIG.3 (hereinafter referred to as a gateway) further includes 
the application unit 2 and the communication control unit 4 
besides the data hold unit 1 and the migration address unit 
3 (enclosed with a broken line). 
0128. Each of the application unit 2 and the communi 
cation control unit 4 operates described the above, and the 
unit 2 together with the unit 4 operate as a conventional 
gateWay. 

0129. The data hold unit 1 holds the correspondence 
between a couple of the addresses of the mobile host each of 
which assigned before and after migration. 
0.130. The migration address unit 3 consists of a reception 
packet unit 35, a migration post information unit 36, an 
address comparison unit 37, an address conversion post 
transmission unit 38, and a marked packet conversion unit 
39. 

0131 The reception packet unit 35 detects whether or not 
the received packet is the packet comprising a migration 
post message, which is transmitted by the mobile host. The 
unit 35 then Sends the migration post message to the 
migration post information unit 36 while Sending the other 
packets to the address comparison unit 37. 
0.132. In accordance with the migration post message 
received from the reception packet unit 35, the migration 
post information unit 36 stores in the data hold unit 1 the 
correspondence between a couple of the addresses of the 
mobile host each of which assigned before and after the 
migration. The unit 36 also sends the migration post mes 
Sage to the address conversion post transmission unit 38. 
0133. The address comparison unit 37 detects whether or 
not the destination address of the packet received from the 
reception packet unit 35 coincides with the address of the 
mobile host assigned before migration, which is held in the 
data hold unit 1. When they coincide with each other, the 
unit 37 further sends to the marked packet conversion unit 
39 the address assigned after the migration, which corre 
sponds to the address which coincides with the destination 
address, as well as the packet received from the reception 
packet unit 35. On the other hand, when they do not 
coincided with each other, the unit 37 implements a function 
of a gateway by Sending the packet to the application unit 2. 

0134) The address conversion post transmission unit 38 
transmits to the destination address of the above packet 
received from the reception packet unit 35 an address 
conversion post message to inform that the address of the 
mobile host changes when the address comparison unit 37 
detects a coincidence. Also the unit 38 transmits the address 
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conversion post message to the network which Satisfies the 
following two conditions: (1) the network where the address 
assigned before the migration, which is held in the data hold 
unit 1, is other than 0 (2) the migration communication 
control device employs as the gateway is not attached to the 
network. When the address conversion post message is 
transmitted to the network, which Satisfies the above con 
ditions, its destination address is a broadcast address of the 
network. The broadcast address consists of a network part 
and a host part, and every bit of the host part is 1. 
0135 The marked packet conversion unit 39 generates a 
marked packet when the address comparison unit 37 detects 
a coincidence. The unit 39 generates it by marking a general 
packet after converting the destination address of the packet. 
Then, the unit 39 transmits it. 

0.136 The migration communication control device in 
FIG. 4 (hereinafter referred to as a stationary host) further 
includes the application unit 2 and the communication 
control unit 4 besides the data hold unit 1 and the migration 
address unit 3 (enclosed with a broken line). 
0.137 Each of the application unit 2 and the communi 
cation control unit 4 operates as described the above, and the 
unit 2 together with the unit 4 operate as a conventional 
Stationary host (not migrate). 
0.138. The data hold unit 1 holds the correspondence 
between a couple of the addresses of the mobile host each of 
which assigned before and after the migration. 

0.139. The migration address unit 3 consists of a reception 
packet unit 45, a marked packet resumption unit 46, an 
address conversion post information unit 47, an address 
comparison unit 48, and a marked packet conversion unit 49. 

0140. The reception packet unit 45 detects whether the 
received packet is the packet comprising the address con 
version post message, the marked packet, or the other 
packets. The address conversion post message is transmitted 
by the gateway. Then the unit 45 sends the address conver 
Sion post message to the address conversion post informa 
tion unit 47, the marked packet to the marked packet 
resumption unit 46, and the other packets to the application 
unit 2. 

0.141. The marked packet resumption unit 46 resumes the 
unmarked packet from the marked packet, which is received 
from the reception packet unit 45. 

0142. The address conversion post information unit 47 
obtains from the packet comprising the address conversions 
post message, which is received from the reception packet 
unit 45, the correspondence between the address of the 
mobile host assigned before the migration and the one 
assigned after the migration, and Stores it into the data hold 
unit 1. 

0143. The address comparison unit 48 detects whether or 
not destination address of the packet received from the 
application unit 2 coincides with the address of the mobile 
host assigned before migration, which is held in the data 
hold unit 1. When they coincide with each other, the unit 48 
further sends to the marked packet conversion unit 49 the 
address assigned after the migration, which corresponds to 
the address which coincides with the destination address, as 
well as the packet received from the application unit 2. On 
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the other hand, when they do not coincided with each other, 
the unit 48 sends the packet to the communication control 
unit 4. 

0144. The marked packet conversion unit 49 generates a 
marked packet when the address comparison unit 37 detects 
a coincidence. The unit 49 generates it by marking a general 
packet after converting the destination address of the packet. 
Then, the unit 49 transmits it. 

0145 The migration communication control device in 
FIG. 5, which is attached to the network by itself, consists 
of the data hold unit 1, the migration address unit 3 (enclosed 
with a broken line), and the communication control unit 4. 
0146 The data hold unit 1 holds the correspondence 
between a couple of the addresses of the mobile host each of 
which assigned before and after the migration. 

0147 The migration address unit 3 consists of the recep 
tion packet unit 35, the migration post information unit 36, 
the address comparison unit 37, the address conversion post 
transmission unit 38, and the marked packet conversion unit 
39. The units integrating the migration address unit 3 operate 
Substantially Same as equivalent units integrating the gate 
way in FIG. 3 except the following. 

0.148. In FIG. 3 the address conversion post transmission 
unit 38 transmits the address conversion post message to the 
network Satisfying both of the two conditions, which are 
described in the above, whereas, the address conversion post 
transmission unit 38 in FIG. 5 transmits the address con 
version post message to the broadcast address of the network 
as long as the network Satisfies the first condition, that is it 
transmits the address conversion post message to the net 
work when the address assigned before the migration, which 
is held in the data hold unit 1, is other than 0. 

014.9 FIG. 6 shows a first example of a network to which 
the migration communication control device as the mobile 
host in FIG. 2, the migration communication control device 
as the gateway in FIG. 3, and migration communication 
control device as the stationary host in FIG. 4 are attached. 
In the figure numeral 11 denotes a mobile host in FIG. 2, 
which migrates from a network Ato a network B and obtains 
an address C. assigned on the network Aas well as an address 
B assigned on the network B. 

0150 Numeral 12 denotes a stationary host in FIG. 3, 
which is attached to the network B and obtains an address Y 
assigned thereon. 

0151) Numeral 12' denotes a stationary host in FIG. 3, 
which is attached to the network A and obtains an address y' 
assigned thereon. 

0152) Numeral 13 denotes a gateway in FIG. 3, which 
has an address g. The gateway 13 is attached to both the 
network A and the network B. 

0153. The address on each network is assigned by a 
System administrator. 

0154 FIG. 7 shows a second example of a network to 
which the mobile host in FIG. 2, the gateway in FIG. 3, and 
the stationary host in FIG. 4 are attached. The stationary 
host is not illustrated in FIG. 7 since its location does not 
affect the communication with the mobile host. 
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0.155) 
network 1-4, and obtains an address m, m', m", m 
on each network respectively. 

In the figure the mobile host 11 migrates acroSS 
"assigned 

0156 The network 5 as well as each of the network 1-4 
(hereinafter referred to as the net 5, and the net 1-4 respec 
tively) are connected with each other by a gateway 14, as 
shown in the figure. 

0157. A gateway 1-4 (hereinafter referred to as gw 1-gw 
4) is the migration communication control device employed 
as the gateway in FIG. 3. 

0158 FIG. 8 shows a third example of the network to 
which the mobile host in FIG. 2, the gateway in FIG. 3, and 
the stationary host in FIG. 4 are attached. Construction of 
this network is Substantially Same as the Second example of 
the network in FIG. 6 although operation thereof is different 
from the second example, which will be described later. 

0159 FIG. 9 shows a fourth example of the network to 
which the mobile host in FIG. 2, the migration communi 
cation control device in FIG. 5, the stationary host in FIG. 
4 are attached. The migration communication control device 
as the stationary host will not be described here. 

0160 In the figure, numeral 11 denotes the mobile host 
which migrates acroSS the network 1-4 and obtains the 
address m, m', m", m" assigned on each network respec 
tively. 

0.161 The network 5 as well as each of the network 1-4 
(hereinafter referred to as the net 5, and the net 1-4 respec 
tively) are connected with each other by a gw 1-4, as shown 
in the figure. 

0162 Each of the migration communication control unit 
1-4 (hereinafter referred to as S1-S4) is relevant for the one 
in the FIG. 5. 

0163 An address used in the first embodiment of the 
present invention is described hereunder. Each address con 
Sists of a network part, which is assigned on each network 
and shared by every host attached to that network, as well as 
a host part, which is assigned to each host uniquely. 

0164. A broadcast address is a special kind of address, 
which can be divided into two types. The first one is the 
broadcast address used as the destination address in trans 
mitting a packet from a network to another network, Such as 
the broadcast address where every bit of the host part is 1. 
When the first type of the broadcast address is used as the 
destination address of the packet, the packet is transferred by 
the gateway to the network directed by the network part of 
the broadcast address. The other one is used in transmitting 
a packet within a network, Such as the broadcast address 
where every bit of both the host part and the network part is 
1. When the second type of the broadcast address is used as 
the destination address of the packet, the packet is transmit 
ted to all the devices attached to the network, which includes 
the broadcast address. However, the gateway does not 
transfer the packet to any other network. 

0.165 Operations of the migration communication con 
trol device in the first embodiment of the present invention 
are described hereunder with referring to drawings. 
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0166 (Operation Example in FIG. 6) 
0167. In FIG. 6, when the mobile host migrates from the 
network A to the network B, the migration communication 
control device is operated as follows. 
0.168. In a first operation, the mobile host and the gateway 
operate when the mobile host migrates acroSS networkS. 
0169. In a second operation, the stationary host transmits 
a packet to an address of the mobile host which was assigned 
before the migration. 
0170 In a third operation, the stationary host transmits 
the packet to an address of the mobile host which has been 
assigned after the migration. 
0171 In a fourth operation, the mobile host receives the 
packet which is transmitted by the Stationary host. 
0172 In a fifth operation, the mobile host sends a 
response message to the Stationary host. 
0173 (First Operation in FIG. 6) 
0174) In FIG. 6 the mobile host 11 attached to the 
network A (enclosed with a broken line) migrates to the 
network B to complete ongoing communication with the 
stationary host 12, which is attached to the network B. When 
migrating to the network B, the address obtainment unit 25 
in the mobile host 11 (FIG.2) obtains the address f assigned 
on the network B. 

0.175. Immediately after obtaining the address B, the 
address obtainment unit 25 gives the address B to the 
migration address Setting unit 26 and the migration post 
transmission unit 27. The migration address Setting unit 26 
stores the address f into the data hold unit 1 by correspond 
ing it to the address C, which is the address assigned before 
the migration. FIG. 10 (a) shows the content of the data hold 
unit 1. The migration post transmission unit 27 gives to the 
gateway 13 via the communication control unit 4 a packet 
comprising migration post message and the correspondence 
between the address C. and the address B, So that the gateway 
13 will know that the mobile host 11 has migrated to the 
network B. The mobile host 11 can transmit the packet both 
before and after the migration. In FIG. 6 a packet 51 is 
transmitted before the migration, and its format is shown in 
FIG. 11(a). As shown in FIG.11(a), the packet 51 consists 
of a destination address 91, a source address 92, and data 93. 
The data 93 further comprise a message type 98, an address 
before migration 94, and an address after migration 95. 
0176 Receiving from the communication control unit 4 
the packet 51, the gate way 13 Sends it to the reception 
packet unit 35, the unit 4 and the unit 35 being in FIG. 3. 
From the message type 98 in FIG. 11(a), the gateway 13 
identifies the packet 51 with the migration post message, and 
gives the packet 51 to the migration post information unit 
36. The migration post information unit 36 obtains from the 
data 93 in the data packet 51 the address before migration C. 
and the address after the migration B; then Stores them into 
the data hold unit 1 by corresponding them with each other. 
The content of the data in the data hold unit 1 is shown in 
FIG. 10(b). 
0177 Additionally, the destination address 91 of the 
packet in FIG. 11(a), can be the broadcast address of the 
network A, where the network part names the network A and 
every bit of the host part is 1. When the broadcast address 
is employed, every Stationary host attached to the network 
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A, including the gate way 13, receives the correspondence of 
the addresses each of which assigned before and after the 
migration. In this case communication control unit 4 in the 
Stationary host 12" receives the data packet 51, and gives it 
to the reception packet unit 45, the unit 4 and the unit 45 in 
FIG. 4. From the message type 98 in FIG. 11(a), the 
reception packet unit 45 identifies the packet 51 with the 
migration post message, and gives the packet 51 to the 
address conversion post information unit 47. The unit 47 
obtains from the data 93 in the data packet 51 the address 
before migration C. and the address after the migration B and 
Stores them into the data hold unit 1 by corresponding them 
with each other. Once those addresses are Stored in the data 
hold unit 1, the Stationary host 12" can transmit a packet to 
the address assigned after the migration instead of transmit 
ting it to the address before the migration, the Same to other 
Stationary hosts attached to the network A. 
0178 (Second Operation in FIG. 6) 
0179. In the second operation, the stationary host 12 
transmits a packet to the address assigned before the migra 
tion after the mobile host 11 migrates to the network B and 
obtains the address B assigned on the network B. It is 
supposed that the mobile host 11 transmits the packet 51, 
which comprises the migration post message, to the gateway 
13 rather than to the broadcast address of the network A. 

0180. The stationary host 12, which is not notified that 
the mobile host 11 has migrated to the network B, transmits 
the packet to the address C. of the mobile host, which was 
assigned before the migration. A packet 52 in FIG. 6 is 
transmitted by the stationary host 12 to the address C. of the 
mobile host 11, and its format is shown in FIG. 11(f). The 
packet 52 is received by the gateway 13. Because the 
gateway 13 is located between the Source address of the 
packet 52 and the address of the mobile host C. assigned 
before the migration, and also it is attached to the network 
A, to which the mobile host 11 was attached before the 
migration. 

0181. The gateway 13 employs its devices in FIG. 3 to 
implement its functions including reception of the packet. 
That is, the communication control unit 4 in the gateway 13 
receives the packet 52, and Sends it to the reception packet 
unit 35 in the migration address unit 3. The reception packet 
unit 35 identifies the packet 52 with a general packet and 
gives it to the address comparison unit 37. The unit 37 
compares the destination address C. of the packet 52 with the 
address before the migration, which is held in the data hold 
unit 1; then detects whether or not they are coincide with 
each other. When the destination address of the received 
packet does not coincide with the address assigned before 
the migration, the address comparison unit 37 sends the 
packet to the application unit 2. On the other hand, when 
they coincide with each other, the address comparison unit 
37 obtains from the data hold unit 1 the address B of the 
mobile host assigned after the migration, which corresponds 
to the address C.; then sends it both to the address conversion 
post transmission unit 38 and the marked packet conversion 
unit 39. 

0182 AS is described the above, the packet 52 is trans 
mitted to the address C. of the mobile host 11 by the 
Stationary host 12. Therefore, the address conversion post 
transmission unit 38 notifies the stationary host 12 that the 
address of the mobile host 11 has changed by transmitting 
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thereto the packet 53. FIG. 11(b) shows the packet 53. 
Simultaneously, the marked packet conversion unit 39 con 
verts the packet 52 into the packet 53 by rewriting the 
destination address of the packet 52 to the address B 
assigned after the migration, returning thereto the previous 
destination address of the packet 52 as additional informa 
tion, and marking to Show that its destination address has 
changed; then sends the packet to the communication con 
trol unit 4. Thereby, the packet 52, which is converted into 
the marked packet 52', is transferred from the address C. of 
the mobile host 11 assigned before the migration to the 
address Bassigned after the migration. FIG. 12(e) shows the 
packet 52. 
0183 Receiving the packet 53 from the communication 
control unit 4 in the stationary host 12, it sends its packet 53 
to the reception packet unit 45, the unit 4 and the unit 45 
being in FIG. 4. From the message type 98 in FIG. 11(b), 
the reception packet unit 45 identifies the packet 53 with the 
address conversion post message, and gives the packet 53 to 
the address conversion post information unit 47. The address 
conversion post information unit 47 obtains from the data 93 
in the data packet 53 the address before migration a and the 
address after the migration B; then Stores them into the data 
hold unit 1 by corresponding them with each other. Thereby, 
the stationary host 12 obtains the address of the mobile host 
11 assigned after the migration, So that a direct communi 
cation between the stationary host 12 and the mobile host 11 
is implemented. 
0184. In the second operation the migration communica 
tion control device comprising the units in FIG. 4 is 
employed as the Stationary host 12. However, a conventional 
Stationary host, which is not constructed as the migration 
communication control device can also be communication 
partner of the mobile host if it is attached to a network. 
Therefore, hereunder a communication between the mobile 
host 11 and the convention Stationary host is described. 
0185. When the conventional stationary host transmits a 
packet to the address of the mobile host 11 assigned before 
the migration after the mobile host 11 has migrated to 
another network, the gateway 13 transferS the packet to the 
address of the mobile host 11 assigned after the migration as 
well as Sends to the Stationary host the packet 53 comprising 
the address conversion post message in FIG. 11(c). This 
operation is same as the above. 
0186. However, when receiving the packet 53, the sta 
tionary host disposes it since it does not Support the address 
conversion post message and judges the packet 53 is not a 
required packet. Thus, the conventional Stationary host 
cannot utilize the packet 53 to detect the address of the 
mobile host assigned after the migration nor hold the cor 
respondence of the addresses each assigned before and after 
the migration. 
0187. Therefore, the stationary host gives the packet only 
to the address of the mobile host 11 assigned before the 
migration. Then, the gateway transferS the packet to the 
address of the mobile host 11 assigned after the migration, 
and the mobile host 11 receives the packet. The message 
from the mobile host 11, Such as the response message, is 
transmitted to the Stationary host directly, So that it is 
received by the stationary host without fail. 
0188 Thus, the conventional stationary host transmits a 
packet to the mobile host indirectly and receives a packet 
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from the mobile host directly. Continuous communication 
unaffected by the mobile host's migration can be imple 
mented, even when the conventional Stationary host is 
employed. 

0189 (Third Operation in FIG. 6) 
0190. In the third operation, the stationary host 12 trans 
mits the packet to the address B of the mobile host 11 
assigned after the migration with referring to the correspon 
dence of the addresses each assigned before and after the 
migration, which is held in the data hold unit 1. The third 
operation is described hereunder with referring to FIG. 4. 

0191 The stationary host 12 employs its devices in FIG. 
4 to implement conversion of the destination address and the 
transmission of the packet, both of which integrate the third 
operation. That is, application unit 2 Sends to the address 
comparison unit 48 the packet 54, whose destination address 
is the address C. of the mobile host 11 assigned before the 
migration. FIG.11(f) shows a format of the packet 54. Then, 
the comparison unit 48 obtains the destination address of the 
packet 54 and detects whether or not it coincides with the 
address before the migration, which is held in the data hold 
unit 1. 

0.192 The comparison unit 48 sends the packet 54 to the 
communication control unit 4 when the above addresses do 
not coincide with each other while it sends the packet 54 to 
the marked packet conversion unit 49 when the above 
addresses coincide with each other. In the third operation the 
coincidence is detected since the corresponded between the 
address C. and the address B is Stored in the data hold unit 1. 
Therefore, the packet 54 is sent to the marked packet 
conversion unit 49. Then the marked packet conversion unit 
49 obtains from the data hold unit 1 the address B of the 
mobile host assigned after the migration, which corresponds 
to the address C. as well as converts the packet 54 into the 
packet 54 by converting the destination address C. into the 
address B, returning thereto the original destination address 
C. as additional information, and marking the packet 54 to 
show that its destination address has changed; then sends the 
packet 54 to the communication control unit 4. FIG. 11(c) 
shows a format of the packet 54. Since the destination 
address of the packet 54 is an updated address of the mobile 
host 11, the packet 54 is given to the mobile host 11 without 
fail. 

0193 (Fourth Operation in FIG. 6) 
0194 In the fourth operation, the mobile host 11 receives 
the marked packet 54 and obtains the original unmarked 
packet 54 by resuming the packet 54'. This operation is 
described hereunder with referring to FIG. 2. 

0195 The mobile host 11 employs its devices in FIG. 2 
to implement its operation. That is, the communication 
control unit 4 receives the packet 54 and sends it to the 
reception packet unit 28. The reception packet unit 28 
detects that the received packet 54 is marked, and Sends it 
to the marked packet resumption unit 29. The unit 29 obtains 
the original destination address C, which is held in the 
additional information 97, and replaces the current destina 
tion address B of the packet 54 with the address C. Then it 
sends the packet 54 to the application unit 2. Thus, the 
mobile host 11 can receive the packet destined for its 
outdated address. 
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0196) (Fifth Operation in FIG. 6) 
0197). In the fifth operation, the mobile host 11 sends to 
the Stationary host 12 a packet comprising a response 
message (hereinafter referred to as a response packet) or a 
packet excluding the response message (hereinafter referred 
to as a non-response packet). A type of the received packet 
determines whether or not it is responded with the response 
packet. 

0198 When the packet 54 is responded with a response 
packet, the mobile host 11 employs its devices in FIG. 2 to 
Send the response packet. That is, the response message 
transmission unit 20 builds the response packet, and Sends it 
to the marked packet conversion unit 21 together with the 
destination address C. of the packet 54". 

0199 The mobile host 12 also employs its devices to 
Send the non-response packet 55. That is, the application unit 
2 gives the address C. assigned before the migration and the 
non-response packet to the marked packet conversion unit 
21. The unit 21 sends the received packet to the stationary 
host 12 via the communication control unit 4 without 
marking it. FIG. 11 (e) shows the packet sent by the unit 21 
to the stationary host 12. 

0200. The communication control unit 4 in the stationary 
host 4 receives the packet 55, and gives it to the reception 
packet unit 45. The unit 45 detects that the packet 55 is the 
non-response packet, So that it gives the packet 55 to the 
application unit 2. Thus, the Stationary host and the mobile 
host implement a continuous communication unaffected by 
mobile host's migration. Although the migration communi 
cation control device is employed as the Stationary host 12 
in this embodiment, the conventional host can also be 
employed to transmit the non-response packet. 

0201 In the above, the unmarked response packet and the 
unmarked non-response packet are Sent to the mobile Sta 
tionary host 12. On the other hand, hereunder the operation 
of the mobile host 11 at conversion of the response packet 
and the non-response packet into the marked ones is 
described. This will be employed effectively in a commu 
nication between mobile hosts. 

0202 Receiving the unmarked packet from the applica 
tion unit 2, the marked packet conversion unit 21 generates 
a packet 55 where the destination address and the source 
address are the address Y of the Stationary host 12 and the 
address B assigned after the migration respectively. Also in 
generating the packet 55", the application unit 2 gives to the 
received packet the address C. assigned before the migration 
as additional information as well as marks the received 
packet to indicate that the destination address has converted. 
FIG. 11(d) shows a format of the packet 55'. Then the 
application unit 2 Sends the packet 55' to the Stationary host 
12 via the communication control unit 4. 

0203 The communication control unit 4 in the stationary 
host 12 receives the packet 55", and sends it to the reception 
packet unit 45. Detecting the packet 55' is the marked 
packet, the reception packet unit 45 sends it to the marked 
packet resumption unit 46. The unit 46 resumes the packet 
55' into the packet 55 by unmarking it and replacing the 
Source address thereof with the address C. assigned before 
the migration, which is held as the additional information. A 
format of the packet 55 is shown in FIG. 11(e). Thus, the 
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Stationary host and the mobile host implement a continuous 
communication unaffected by mobile host's migration. 
0204 (Operation Example in FIG. 7) 
0205. In FIG. 7, when the mobile host migrates across 
the network 1, 2, 3, and 4, and obtains a temporary address 
assigned on each network, the newest address of the mobile 
host is transmitted to the Stationary host, which operates as 
communication partner. 
0206 (Migration from Network 1 to Network 2) 
0207. The address of the mobile host is m when it is 
attached to the network 1. When migrating from the network 
1 to the network 2, the mobile host 11 replaces its address 
with m' assigned on the network 2. Then the mobile host 11 
notifies the migration communication control device 
attached to the network 1 that it has migrated to the network 
2 by Sending thereto a packet comprising a migration post 
message. In FIG. 7 the migration communication control 
device gW 1, gW 2 attached to the network 1 receive the 
migration post packet 61, and Store it into its own data hold 
unit 1. The operation in FIG. 7 is substantially same as the 
operation in FIG. 6 except that in FIG. 7 the packet 61 holds 
the address of the mobile host assigned before the last 
migration besides the correspondence of the addresses each 
assigned before and after the current migration. The address 
assigned before the last migration makes the gWS prepare for 
further migration of the mobile host, which will be described 
later. A format of the packet 61 is shown in FIG. 12(a). 
Since the migration from the network 1 to the network 2 is 
the first migration in FIG. 7, the packet 61 holds 0 at the 
address assigned before the last migration. 
0208. The gw 1 and the gw 2 store in the data hold unit 
1 the correspondence of the addresses each assigned before 
and after the migration, as well as the address assigned 
before the last migration. As shown in FIG. 13(a), m-m' and 
0 are stored in the data hold unit 1 of each of the gw 1 and 
the gW 2. 
0209 Then, the gw 1 and the gw 2 detects from 0 at the 
address assigned before the last migration that no migration 
had been conducted before the current migration. 
0210. The broadcast address of the network 1 can be 
employed as the destination address of the migration post 
packet 61. If the packet is destined for the broadcast address, 
every host attached to the network 1, which includes the gw 
1 and the gw 2, will hold the correspondence of the 
addresses each of which assigned before and after the 
migration as well as the address assigned before the last 
migration. Thereby, the hosts attached to the network 1 can 
communicated with the mobile host directly. 
0211 (Migration from Network 2 to Network 3) 
0212. When migrating from the network 2 to the network 
3, the mobile host 11 obtains m" at the address assigned after 
the migration. Then the mobile host 11 notifies the gw 2 and 
agw3, both of which are attached to the network 2, that the 
mobile host 11 has migrated to the network3 by transmitting 
thereto a packet comprising the migration post message, 
referred to as a packet 62 in FIG. 7. FIG. 12(b) shows a 
format of the packet 62, which is transmitted to the gW 2. 
The broadcast address of the network 2 can be employed as 
the destination address of the packet 62. When the packet 62 
is transmitted to the broadcast address of the network 2, 
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every host attached to the network 2, which includes the gw 
2 and the gW 3, holds the correspondence of the addresses 
each assigned before and after the migration. 

0213 The gw 2 employs its devices in FIG. 3 to process 
the packet 62. That is, receiving the packet 62, the gW 2 
Sends it to the migration post information unit 36 via the 
communication control unit 4 and the reception packet unit 
35, then refers to the data hold unit 1 where m->m' and 0 are 
Still held at the address correspondence and at the address 
assigned before the last migration respectively. The migra 
tion post information post unit 36 obtains from the packet 62 
m'-m" as the newly assigned correspondence between the 
addresses each of which assigned before and after the 
current migration, the migration from the network 2 to the 
network 3. Then, it detects whether or not the address m' 
coincides with the address held in the data hold unit 1 as the 
address assigned after the last migration. Since the unit 36 
detects the coincidence, it replaces the address m' in the unit 
1 with the address m" as well as replaces the correspondence 
m-m' with the correspondence m-m". 

0214. Also the migration post information unit 36 sends 
to the data hold unit 1 the address massigned before the last 
migration together with the address correspondence m'-m" 
obtained from the current migration. Now the data hold unit 
1 in the gw 2 holds the address m at the address assigned 
before the last migration and the address correspondence 
m"m" at the correspondence of the addresses each of which 
assigned before and after the migration as well as the address 
0 at the address assigned before the last migration as well as 
the address correspondence m-m' at the correspondence of 
the addresses each of which assigned before and after the 
migration. After updating as well as adding the addresses in 
the data hold unit 1, the migration post information unit 36 
Sends to the address conversions post transmission unit 38 
m"m" as the newly obtained correspondence of the addresses 
before and after the current migration. 

0215. The address conversion post transmission unit 38 
detects the network Satisfying the following conditions with 
referring to the data hold unit 1 and then transmits the 
address conversion post message to the broadcast address of 
the detected network. That is, the address conversion post 
message is transmitted to the network where the address 
assigned before the migration, which is held in the data hold 
unit 1, is other than 0 as well as the migration communica 
tion control device employed as the gateway is not attached. 
Although in the migration from the network 2 to the network 
3, the data hold unit 1 holds m at the address assigned before 
the last migration, the gw 2 is attached to the network 1, 
therefore, the unit 38 does not transmit the address conver 
Sion post to the network 1. 
0216) The packet 62 is also received by gw 3. When 
receiving the packet 62, the gW 3 employs its own devices 
in FIG. 3 to process the packet 62, which is substantially 
Same as does the gW 2 except the following. That is, the 
address conversion post transmission unit 38 of the gw 3 
detects that the gw 3 is not attached to the network 1. Also 
it is detected that the mobile host 11, attached to the network 
1, has the address m as the address assigned before the last 
migration. Therefore, the unit 38 of the gw3 transmits to the 
broadcast address of the network 1 a packet comprising the 
address conversion post message, which is referred to as a 
packet 63. FIG. 12(c) shows the packet 63. 
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0217. The packet 63 is received by the gw 2, the gw 1, 
both of which are attached to the network 1. Although it is 
also received by the stationary host 11, this will not be 
described here. Obtaining the current address correspon 
dence m'-m" from the packet 63, where m' coincides with 
the address which has been held in the hold unit 1 at the 
address obtained after the migration, the gw 1 changes the 
m-m' in the data hold unit 1 into the m-m" by replacing m' 
with m" as the address assigned after migration. 

0218. On the other hand, the data hold unit 1 of the gw 
2 had gained from the packet 62 the above information 
before receiving the packet 63. Therefore the content of the 
unit 1 of the gw 2 does not change acroSS reception of the 
packet 63. This is because the gWS of the present invention 
locate on a gateway, which connects a couple of networkS. 
Due to its location, each gw receives packets from two 
networks. However, actually the packet 62 is destined for the 
network 2 and the packet 63 is destined for the network 1. 
Therefore, even though the gw 2, which are attached to both 
the network 1 and the network 2, receives both the packet 62 
and 63 by the gw 2, this will not cause any problem in the 
communication between the Stationary host 12 and the 
mobile host 11. 

0219 FIG. 13(b) shows the content of the data hold unit 
1 in each of the gWS. 

0220 (Migration from Network 3 to Network 4) 
0221) When migrating from the network 3 to the network 
4, the mobile host 11 obtains m" as the address assigned 
after the migration. Then the mobile host 11 sends to the gw 
3 and a gw 4, both of which are attached to the network 3, 
a packet comprising the migration post message. The packet 
received by the gw 3 is referred to as a packet 64. The 
broadcast address of the network 3 can be employed as the 
destination address of the packet 64. When the packet 64 is 
destined for the broadcast address of the network 3, every 
host attached to the network 2, which includes the gw3 and 
the gW 4, obtains from the packet the correspondence of the 
addresses each of which assigned before and after the 
migration from the network 3 to the network 4. 
0222. The gw 3 employs its devices in FIG. 3 to process 
the packet 64. That is, receiving the packet 64, the gW 3 
converts the content of the data hold unit 1 by replacing the 
address correspondence m-m" with m-m", newly holding 
m"-m" obtained from the packet 64 as well as the address 
m' assigned before the last migration. Then, the address 
conversion post transmission unit 38 of the gw 3 transmits 
the address conversion post message to the network Satis 
fying the following condition. That is, the address conver 
Sion post message is transmitted to the network where the 
address assigned before the migration, which is held in the 
data hold unit 1, is other than 0 as well as the gw 3 it self 
is not attached. The packet including the address conversion 
post message is referred to a packet 65, and the packet is 
transmitted to the broadcast address of the network 1. FIG. 
7(c) shows the packet 65. 
0223) The packet 64 is also received by gw 4. When 
receiving the packet 64, the gW 4 renews the content of the 
data hold unit 1 by replacing m'-m" with m'-m" as well as 
newly holding the address m' as the address assigned before 
the last migration. Further, the address conversion post 
transmission unit 38 of the gw 4 detects that the gw 4 is not 
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attached to the network 2 which has the address other than 
0 at the address assigned before the last migration; therefore, 
the unit 38 of the gW 4 transmits a packet comprising the 
address conversion post message, which is referred to as a 
packet 66, to the broadcast address of the network 2. FIG. 
7(c) shows the packet 66. 
0224 Receiving the packet 65, 65, the gw 2 and the gw 
1 renew the content of its data hold unit 1, which is 
Substantially the same as the above. 
0225. The gw 3 and the gw 2 receives the same infor 
mation twice since the former receives the packet 64 and 65 
while the latter receives the packet 65 and 66. This is 
because gWS of the present invention locate on a gateway 
and receives packets from a couple of networks, which is 
described the above. 

0226 FIG. 13(c) shows the content of the data hold unit 
1 in each of the gWS. Thus, according to the gWS of the 
present invention, the packet transmitted to any of the 
addresses m, m', m" is transferred by the gWS to the updated 
address of the mobile host, the gWS also notify the Stationary 
host of the updated address. 
0227 For example, when the stationary host is not noti 
fied of the updated address of the mobile host and transmits 
a packet to the address m', the packet is received by the gw 
2 and the gw 3, both of which are attached to the network 
2. Then, the gW 2 and the gW 3 transferS the packet to the 
updated address of the mobile host as well as notifies the 
Stationary host of the updated address. Thereby, the Station 
ary host obtains the updated address of the mobile host, so 
that it will be able to communicate with the mobile host 
directly. The packet destined for the address m' is received 
by both the gw 2 and the gw3, Since they are attached to the 
network 2. Thus, the mobile host receives the same packet 
twice, once from the gW 2 and the other time from the gw 
3, and the Stationary host receives the same message twice; 
however, the repeated packet or the message can be simply 
ignored, So that this will not cause any problem in the 
communication between the Stationary host and the mobile 
host. The repeated packet or the message is observed when 
the two gws are attached to each network in FIG.7; whereas 
it is not observed when only one migration communication 
control device is attached to each network, which will be 
described later at the operation in FIG. 9. 
0228) (Operation Example in FIG. 8) 
0229. In FIG. 6, FIG. 7, the stationary host transmits the 
data packet to the outdated address after mobile host notifies 
the gWS that it has migrated to another network. Then the 
gWS transmit the address conversion post message to the 
stationary host. However, in FIG. 8 the gws convert the 
destination address of data the packet from the outdated 
address into the updated address assigned after the migration 
instead of transmitting the address conversion post message. 
0230. A packet 71, 72 in FIG. 8 are substantially same as 
the packet 51, 52 in FIG. 6. The operation conducted before 
the packet 72 is transmitted by the stationary host 12 and is 
received by the gateway 13 is Substantially Same as the first 
operation in FIG. 6. The operation which follows reception 
of the packet 72 is described hereunder with referring to 
FIG 3. 

0231. The gate way 13 employs its units in FIG. 3 to 
process the packet 72. The communication control unit 4 
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receives the packet 72 and gives it to the reception packet 
unit 35 in the migration address unit 3. Detecting that the 
packet 72 is a general packet, the reception packet unit 35 
sends it to the address comparison unit 37. The address 
comparison unit 37 detects whether or not the destination 
address of the packet 72 coincides with the address in the 
data hold unit 1 at the address assigned before the migration. 
0232. When no coincides is found, the address compari 
son unit 37 gives the packet 72 to the application unit 2. On 
the other hand, a coincidence is found, the address assigned 
after the migration, which corresponds with the address 
identical to the destination address of the packet 72, is 
obtained from the data hold unit 1, and is sent to the marked 
packet conversion unit 39 together with the packet 72. The 
marked packet conversion unit 39 generates a packet 72 
where the destination address of the packet 72 is replaced 
with the address assigned after the migration, which is sent 
by the address comparison unit 37, the destination address of 
the packet 72 is added as additional address, and a mark is 
Set to indicate that the destination address has converted. 
Then the packet 72' is sent to the communication control unit 
4. FIG. 12(e) shows a format of the packet 72", where 
identical numerals denotes the same units in FIG. 11. The 
packet 72" is sent to the mobile host 11 without fail since its 
destination address is the updated address thereof. 
0233 (Operation Example in FIG.9) 
0234. In FIG. 9, the mobile host migrates across network 
1, 2, 3, and 4. In FIG. 7 the gw 1-gw 4 are employed as the 
migration communication control devices; whereas in FIG. 
9 the gw 1-gw 4 are employed simply as gateways to 
connect networks, and also another migration communica 
tion control device is attached to each network. The opera 
tion of the migration communication control device, which 
is connected to the network alone, at processing the migra 
tion post message or the address conversion post message is 
substantially same as one of the gw 1-gw 4 in FIG. 7. The 
flow of the migration post message and the address migra 
tion post message are mainly described hereunder. 
0235 (Migration from Network 1 to Network 2) 
0236 When migrating from the network 1 to the network 
2, the mobile host 11 Sends a packet comprising the migra 
tion post message to the migration communication control 
device, which is attached to the network 1. In FIG. 9(a) a 
migration post packet 81 is transmitted to a migration 
communication control device S1, which is attached to the 
network 1. The destination address of the packet 81 can be 
the broadcast address of the network 1. 

0237) The device S1 processes the packet 81 by employ 
ing its devices in FIG. 3. Receiving the packet 81, the device 
S1 stores into the data hold unit 1 the correspondence of the 
addresses each assigned before and after the migration as 
well as the address assigned before the last migration. The 
migration post information unit 36 transmits the packet 81 to 
the address conversion post transmission unit 38; however, 
since the unit 38 detects that the address assigned before the 
last migration is 0, it does not transmit the address conver 
Sion post message to any network. The content of the data 
hold unit 1 in the S1-S4 are shown in FIG. 14(a). 
0238 (Migration from Network 2 to Network 3) 
0239 When migrating from the network 2 to the network 
3, the mobile host 11 notifies the S2, which is attached to the 
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network 2, that it has migrated to the network 3 by trans 
mitting thereto the packet comprising the migration post 
message, which is referred to as a packet 82 in FIG. 9(b). 
0240 The S2 employs its devices in FIG.3 to process the 
packet 82. That is, it converts the content of the data hold 
unit 1 by renewing and adding new information, and finally 
holds in the unit 1 the address m'-m" at the correspondence 
of the addresses each of which assigned before and after the 
migration as well as the address m assigned before the last 
migration. Then, the migration post information unit 36 
gives the newly obtained correspondence m'-m" to the 
address conversion post transmission unit 38. 
0241 The address conversion post transmission unit 38 
detects whether or not the address assigned before the last 
migration, which is held in the data hold unit 1, is 0. If the 
address is not 0, the unit 38 transmits the address conversion 
post message to the broadcast address of the network which 
includes the detected address. In FIG. 9(b) the address m is 
held at the address assigned before the last migration, So that 
the unit 38 transmits the packet 83 to the broadcast address 
of the network 1. 

0242. When receiving the packet 83, the migration com 
munication control device S1, which is attached to the 
network 1, renews the content of the data hold unit 1 by 
newly holding the address correspondence m-m" 0 as well 
as the address 0 at the address assigned before the last 
migration. Detecting 0 at the address assigned before the last 
migration, the address conversion post transmission unit 38 
does not transmit the address conversion post to any net 
work. The content of the data hold unit 1 in the S1-S4 are 
shown in FIG. 14(b). 
0243 (Migration from Network 3 to Network 4) 
0244. When migrating from the network 3 to the network 
4, the mobile host 11 notifies the communication migration 
control device S3, which is attached to the network 3, that 
it has migrated to the network 4 by transmitting thereto a 
packet comprising the migration post message, referred to as 
a packet 84 in FIG. 9(c). 
0245. The migration communication control device S3 
employs its devices in FIG. 3 to process the packet 84. That 
is, it newly holds into the data hold unit 1 the address 
correspondence m"-m" as well as the address m' assigned 
before the last migration. Then, the address conversion post 
transmission unit 38 in the S3 transmits a packet comprising 
the address conversion post message, referred to a packet 85 
in FIG. 9(c), to the broadcast address of the network 2 since 
the address m' is held at the address assigned before the last 
migration in the data host unit 1. 
0246 When receiving the packet 85, the migration com 
munication control device S2 employs its devices in FIG. 3 
to process it. That is, it newly holds into the data hold unit 
1 the address correspondence m'-m" as well as the address 
m assigned before the last migration. Then, the address 
conversion post transmission unit 38 in the S2 transmits a 
packet comprising the address conversion post message, 
referred to a packet 86 in FIG. 9(c), to the broadcast address 
of the network 2 since the address m is held at the address 
assigned before the last migration in the data hold unit 1. 
0247 When receiving the packet 86, the migration com 
munication control device S1 employs its devices in FIG. 3 
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to process it. That is, it newly holds into the data hold unit 
1 the address correspondence m-m" as well as the address 
Oat the address assigned before the last migration. The 
address conversion post transmission unit 38 in the S1 does 
transmit the address conversion post Since 0 is detected at 
the address assigned before the last migration. The content 
of the data hold unit 1 in each of the S1-S4 are shown in 
FIG. 14(c). Thus, according to the migration communica 
tion control device S1-S4 of the present invention, the S1-S4 
are notified of the updated address of the mobile host at 
every migration, So that the packet transmitted to any of the 
addresses m, m', m" is transferred thereby to the updated 
address of the mobile host. The S1-S4 also notify -the 
stationary host of the updated address of the mobile host. 
0248. The operation in FIG. 9 differs from the operation 
in FIG. 7 in that each network has just one communication 
migration control device (one of the S1-S4), so that the 
migration post and the address conversion transmitted to 
S1-S4 are not duplicated. 
0249. In the format shown in FIGS. 11 and 12, the mark 
96 or the message type 93 indicates kind of packet. That is, 
mark 96 indicates whether or not the packet is marked while 
the message type 93 indicates whether it is the packet 
comprising the migration post message, the packet compris 
ing the address conversion post message, and the general 
packet. Further, a protocol type can also be employed to 
indicate which migration communication control device is 
employed. For example, when TCP/IP is employed, the 
protocol number at the IP header thereof distinguishes the 
packet employed in the embodiment from other packets. 
That is, when the protocol number in the packet is identical 
with the one, which has been assigned to the protocol 
number field, the packet is the one employed in the embodi 
ment. 

0250 In the first embodiment of the present invention, a 
nonvolatile Storage can be employed as the data hold unit 1 
of the mobile host. If So, the communication can be resumed 
even after the host or the gateway is turned off as well as 
after the System is reset. 
0251 Also even when the stationary host employs the 
nonvolatile Storage as the data hold unit 1, it can resume the 
communication, which has interrupted by the Switch off or 
the System reset, rather fast Since it obtains from another 
host the updated address of the mobile host instead of 
receiving from the gateway the address conversion post 
message which shows the updated address. 
0252 For example, it is supposed in FIG. 7 that the 
mobile host 11 migrates from the network 1 to the network 
4. The data hold unit 1 of the migration communication 
device holds the address correspondence m-m" Since it has 
communicated with the mobile host, which is attached to the 
network 4, at least once. According to the migration com 
munication control device in the embodiment described the 
above, the packet is transferred from the outdated address to 
the updated address of the mobile host and the Stationary 
host is notified of the updated address, therefore, even when 
the address information in the data hold unit is lost by Switch 
off thereof, the stationary host will obtain the updated 
address. Restart of the communication can also be imple 
mented by employing a specific host Such as a Server. That 
is, the Server may be constructed to obtain the updated 
address of the mobile host at every migration, and give it to 
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the Stationary host whenever requested. In this case a packet 
comprising the address inquiry should be generated before 
hand. 

0253) Also in the fifth operation in FIG. 6, the mobile 
host 11 employs the application unit 2 and Sends to the 
marked packet conversion unit 21 the address assigned 
before the migration when transmitting the non-response 
address to the Stationary host after it has migrated to another 
network. Instead of Sending the non-response address, the 
application unit 2 can transmit a connection identifier to the 
marked packet conversion unit 21. In this case the data hold 
unit of the migration communication control device, 
employed as the mobile host, holds a correspondence 
between the connection identifier and the address that had 
been assigned when the connection was established instead 
of holding the correspondence between the correspondence 
of the addresses each assigned before and after the migra 
tion. Then, the unit 21 obtains the Source address of the 
packet by detecting the address which corresponds to the 
identifier, which is held in the data hold unit 1. 

0254 AS is described the above, the mobile host can 
employ the broadcast address of the network when trans 
mitting the migration post to the migration communication 
control devices. When the broadcast address is employed, 
every host attached to the network, to which the migration 
communication control device is also attached, obtains the 
updated address of the mobile host. This implements a direct 
communication between the mobile host and the Stationary 
host, which improves efficiency of the communication. 

0255 The address assigned before the last migration, 
which is held in the hold unit 1, can be replaced with the 
broadcast address assigned to the network to which the 
mobile host is attached before the last migration. If the 
broadcast address is employed, the gateway employed as the 
migration communication control device (gws) or the migra 
tion communication control device (SS) needs to include the 
broadcast address in the address conversion post message. In 
this case both devices can obtain the broadcast address from 
the data hold unit; therefore, the operation thereof at request 
ing the broadcast address will be eliminated. 
0256 When storage capacity of the data hold unit 1 is 
limited, the data hold unit 1 holds only the useful data by 
disposing the unuseful data, which is least recently retrieved 
therefrom by the address comparison unit. 

0257 Embodiment 2 
0258. In FIG. 15 network A, B, and C are connected in 
a line via gateways 143 and 143', the gateway 143 placing 
between the network A and B while the gateway 143' placing 
between the network B and C. 

0259. A home migration communication control device 
101 including a migration address unit 144 is attached to the 
network A, a Visitor migration communication control 
device 109 including a migration address unit 145 is 
attached to the network B, and a visitor migration commu 
nication control device 109" including a migration address 
unit 145" is attached to the network C. A mobile host 146 
including a migration address unit 115 is attached to the 
network A as its home network, and a stationary host 151 
including a migration address unit 125 is also attached to the 
network A. 
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0260 The mobile host 146 migrates across the network 
A, B, and C. It has a home address C. assigned when it is 
attached to the network A, as well as other addresses 
assigned depending on where it migrates, Such as a tempo 
rary address B on the network B and a temporary address Y 
on the network C. 

0261 Also each of the home migration communication 
control device 101, the Visitor migration communication 
control device 109, 109" which are identical in its construc 
tion and the stationary host 151 has an address Ha, Va, Va', 
and Sa respectively assigned on the network. 

0262 Detailed function of the above devices 101, 109, 
109', 146, and 151 is described hereunder, in which like 
components are labeled with like reference numerals. 

0263 Home Migration Communication Control Device 
101) 
0264. When the mobile host 146 migrates from the home 
network to another network, it is assigned the temporary 
address. However if the stationary host 151 is not notified of 
that migration, it transmits an original data packet (herein 
after referred to as a noncapsulated data packet) to the home 
address C. of the mobile host 146. When the noncapsulated 
data packet is destined for the outdated address of the home 
mobile host 146, the home migration communication control 
device 101 transferS that noncapsulated data packet from 
there to the updated address, that is the temporary address B 
or Y of the mobile host. Then, the device 101 posts to the 
Stationary host 151 the temporary address B or Y here, So that 
the stationary host 151 will be able to communicate directly 
with the mobile host. The device 101 also posts the same 
information to the Visitor migration communication control 
device 109, 109", so that the devices 109, 109" will imple 
ment the same function with the home migration commu 
nication control device 101. 

0265. As shown in FIG. 16 the home migration commu 
nication control device 101 consists of the migration address 
unit 144 and a communication control unit 108. The migra 
tion address unit 144 further comprises a home mobile host 
(MH) list hold unit 102, a packet transfer unit 103, a mobile 
host (MH) transfer unit 104, an address inquiry unit 105, a 
packet monitoring unit 106, an address post unit 107. 

0266) Next the function of each component integrating 
the device 101 will be described. The communication con 
trol unit 108 mainly controls the communication of proto 
cols located in lower layers including a physical layer, Such 
as the protocol lower than IP. 

0267. The address post unit 107 receives from the mobile 
host 146 an data packet including an address post message. 
The address post message is generated when the mobile host 
146 migrates to the network B or C, and posts the temporary 
address B or Y of the mobile host to the device 101. The unit 
107 sends the address post message to the mobile host 
transfer unit 104 as well as Sends a response message to the 
mobile host 146. FIG. 28(3) is an example of the address 
post message, which includes the home address C. as well as 
the temporary address B or Y of the mobile host 146, a value 
of an autonomous flag F, and a broadcast address Bba, Cba 
on the network B, C. The autonomous flag F will be 
described later. FIG. 28(4) is an example of the response 
meSSage. 
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0268 A mobile host transfer unit 104 stores the address 
post message into the home mobile host list hold unit 102, 
notifies the Visitor migration communication control device 
109 or 109' of the migration of the mobile host 146 by 
Sending thereto a mobile host transfer message, and receives 
the data packet including the response. Further, according to 
a direction given by the packet transfer unit 103, the unit 104 
transmits the mobile host transfer message both to the 
stationary host 151 and the device 109 or 109'. The unit 103 
gives the direction when the value of the autonomous flag F 
is 1. 

0269 FIG. 32(3) and FIG. 36(5) are examples of the 
mobile host transfer message including the home address C, 
the temporary address B or Y, and the autonomous flag F. 
Since the mobile host transfer message is Sent to the Sta 
tionary host 151 is sent only when the autonomous flag F is 
1; therefore, it does not necessarily include the value of the 
flag F. However, the identical message is Sent both to the 
Stationary host 151 and the Visitor migration communication 
control device 109,109" in this embodiment to simplify the 
construction of the mobile host transfer unit 104. FIG. 32(4) 
is an example of the response message. 

0270. As shown in FIG. 17, the home mobile host list 
hold unit 102 holds the home address C, the temporary 
address B, Y, the value of the autonomous flag F, and the 
broadcast address Bba, Cba on the network B, C, all of 
which are obtained from the mobile host transfer unit 104. 

0271 The packet monitoring unit 106 receives the packet 
destined for the home address C. of the mobile host 146, then 
sends it to the packet transfer unit 103 when the stationary 
host 151 transmits the packet to the home address C. of the 
mobile host 146 after the mobile host 146 has migrated to 
another network. 

0272. The packet transfer unit 103 has a payload includ 
ing the noncapsulated data packet and the packet transfer 
message informing the transfer of the noncapsulated data 
packet, generates another data packet, and sends it to the 
temporary address B, Y of the mobile host 146. FIG. 32(2) 
is an example of the packet transfer message. AS is described 
the above, the packet transfer unit 103 directs the mobile 
host transfer unit 104 to transmit the mobile host transfer 
message to the Stationary host 151 only when the autono 
mous flag in the home mobile host list hold unit 102 shows 
the value of 1. The operation conducted when the flag F is 
1 will be described later. 

0273 When the stationary host 151 has problems in 
communicating with the mobile host 146 Such as receiving 
the unusual mobile host transfer message, the address 
inquiry unit 105 is employed to solve the problems. That is, 
receiving from the Stationary host 151 an address inquiry 
message, the address inquiry unit 105 transmits to the 
Stationary host 151 a data packet which responds to the 
address inquiry by showing the address to be used in the 
communication. The address inquiry message includes a 
type field 132, a flag field 133, a sequence field 134, and a 
home address field 138, each of which having value 5, 1, a 
certain number, and C. respectively; while the response 
message includes a temporary address field 139 filled with 
the temporary address B, Y as well as the flag field with 2, 
besides the type field 132, the sequence field 134, and the 
home address field 138 filled with the same values in the 
address inquiry message. 
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0274 Visitor Migration Communication Control Device 
109 
0275. The visitor migration communication control 
device 109 implements the same function with the home 
migration communication control device 101. That is, when 
the Stationary host 151 transmits an encapsulated data packet 
to the temporary address B of the mobile host 146, which is 
the updated address thereof since the mobile host has 
migrated to the network C, the Visitor migration communi 
cation control device 109 transfers that encapsulated data 
packet from the temporary address B to temporary address Y. 
Then, the device 109 posts to the stationary host 151 the 
temporary address y, so that the stationary host 151 will be 
able to communicate directly with the mobile host 146. 
However, whether or not the device 109 provides the above 
packet transfer Service will be determined in accordance 
with a processing load put on the device 109 or with a initial 
Setting given by a System operator; thus, the packet transfer 
service of the device 109 is not necessarily an obligation. 

0276. As shown in FIG. 18, the visitor migration com 
munication control device 109 consists of the migration 
address unit 145 and the communication control unit 108. 
The migration address unit 145 further comprises the packet 
monitoring unit 106, a visitor mobile host list hold unit 110, 
a packet transfer unit 111, a mobile host transfer unit 112, a 
mobile host Visit unit 113, and an autonomous Support unit 
114. The unit 106 and the unit 108 function the same as those 
in the home migration communication control device 101. 
0277 Receiving an autonomous packet transfer Support 
check message inquiring if the visitor migration communi 
cation control device 109 provides the packet transfer ser 
Vice, the autonomous Supportunit 114 responds to it with the 
response message where the autonomous flag F ShowS 1 
when the device 109 provides that service or 0 when it does 
not provide that service. FIG. 28(1) is an example of the 
autonomous packet transfer Support check message, while 
FIG. 28(2) is an example of the response message including 
the autonomous flag F and the broadcast address Bba. 
0278 Receiving from the mobile host 146 the mobile 
host visit message which informs that the mobile host 146 
has migrated to the network B, the mobile host unit 113 
responds it with the response message after Storing the 
mobile host visit message into the visitor mobile host list 
hold unit 110. The mobile host visit message includes the 
home address C. and the temporary address B of the mobile 
host 146. FIG. 28(5) is the format of the mobile host visit 
message, while the FIG. 28(6) is the format of the response 
meSSage. 

0279 Receiving from the mobile host transfer unit 104 in 
the device 101 the mobile transfer message informing that 
the mobile host 146 has migrated to the network C, the 
mobile host transfer unit 112 stores in the visitor mobile host 
list hold unit 110 the updated temporary address Y of the 
mobile host 146 and the value of the autonomous flag F by 
corresponding them to the home address C. The unit 112 also 
transmits to the stationary host 151 the mobile host transfer 
message in accordance with the direction from the packet 
transfer unit ill, as does the mobile host transfer unit 104 in 
the device 101. 

0280. As shown in FIG. 19, the visitor mobile host list 
hold unit 110 holds the home address C. and the temporary 
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address B on the network B, which are obtained from the 
mobile host 146 via the mobile host visit unit 113, as well 
as the temporary address Y and value on the autonomous flag 
F, which are obtained from the home migration communi 
cation control device 101 via the mobile host transfer unit 
112. 

0281. The packet transfer unit 111, as does the packet 
transfer unit 103 in the home migration communication 
control device 101, transmits to the temporary address Y the 
data packet including the transfer message as well as orders 
the mobile host transfer unit 112 to transmit the mobile host 
transfer message. 
0282) Mobile Host 146) 
0283) As shown in FIG. 20, the mobile host 146 includes 
the migration address unit 115, an address obtainment unit 
116, the communication control unit 108, and an application 
processing unit 124 which mainly controls the communica 
tion of protocols located in higher layers including an 
application layer, Such as TCP or layers located higher than 
it. 

0284. The migration address unit 115 comprises the a 
packet transmission unit 117, a transfer packet reception unit 
118, an address hold unit 119, a migration unit 120, an 
autonomous Support unit 121, an address post unit 122, a 
mobile host visit unit 123. 

0285) The migration address unit 115 comprising the 
above units is employed in transfer of data to the temporary 
address B or Y when the mobile host 146 migrates to the 
network B or C. Also receiving the data packet destined for 
the temporary address B or Y including the packet transfer 
message and the noncapsulated data packet, the device 115 
transmits the noncapsulated data to the application proceSS 
ing unit 124. 
0286. In accordance with the order given by the applica 
tion processing unit 124 when the mobile host migrates to 
the network B, C, the migration unit 120 controls the address 
obtainment unit 116, the autonomous Support unit 121, the 
address post unit 122, the mobile host visit unit 123, and the 
address hold unit 119. 

0287 Directed by the migration processing unit 120, the 
address obtainment unit 116 obtains the temporary address 
B, Y of the mobile host 146 assigned when it migrates to the 
network B, C respectively. BOOTP in “Bill Croft and John 
Gilmore, BOOTSTRAP PROTOCOLRFC951, Sep., 1985” 
is an example of obtaining the temporary address, besides 
employing the BOOTP, the operator may input the tempo 
rary address B, Y assigned by a System administrator of the 
network B, C. 

0288 Directed by the migration unit 120, the autono 
mous Supportunit 121 Sends the autonomous packet transfer 
Support check message to inquire if the Visitor migration 
communication control device 109, 109' attached to the 
network B, C provides the packet transfer Service and 
receives the response message to the inquiry. The autono 
mous packet transfer Support check message is also sent to 
obtain the broadcast address Bba and Cba on the network B 
and C respectively. 

0289 Directed by the migration unit 120, the address 
post unit 122 Sends the address post message to notify the 
home migration communication control device 101 of the 
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temporary address B, Y. The address post message also 
informs whether or not the device 109, 109' provides the 
packet transfer Service as well as the broadcast address Bba, 
Cba on the network B, C. If the response message from the 
visitor migration communication control device 109, 109 
has the value 1 of the autonomous flag F, the mobile host 
Visit unit 123 transmits to the Visitor migration communi 
cation control device 109,109 the mobile host visit message 
including the home address C. as well as the temporary 
address B, Y respectively. 

0290. As shown in FIG. 21, the address hold unit 119 
previously holds the home address C. of the mobile host 146 
and the broadcast address Aba on the network A. Now, the 
unit 119 newly holds the temporary address B or Y obtained 
from the address obtainment unit 116 via the migration unit 
120 and the broadcast address Bba or Cba obtained from the 
autonomous Support unit 121 via the migration unit 120. 
0291. When the mobile host 146 is attached to the 
network A and receiving a data packet destined for the home 
address C, the transfer packet reception unit 118 Sends data 
etc. in the noncapsulated data packet to the application 
processing unit 124. On the other hand, when the mobile 
host 146 is attached to the network B and receiving a data 
packet destined for the temporary address B, the data packet 
including the packet transfer message and the noncapsulated 
data packet destined for C, the unit 118 sends to the 
application processing unit 124 data etc. in the noncapsu 
lated data. Thus, the application processing unit 124 receives 
the data without being affected by the migration of the 
mobile across the networks. 

0292 Receiving the data to be transmitted and the 
instruction from the application processing unit 124, the 
packet transmission unit 117 generates a noncapsulated data 
packet whose destination address is the home address C. and 
transmits it. 

0293 Stationary Host 151) 
0294 As shown in FIG. 22, the stationary host 151 
comprises the migration address unit 125 and the application 
processing unit 161 which mainly controls the communica 
tion of a protocol located in higher layers including appli 
cation layer, Such as TCP or layers located higher than the 
TCP and the communication control unit 108. 

0295) The migration address unit 125 comprises a trans 
fer packet transmission unit 126, a packet reception unit 127, 
an address hold unit 128, an address inquiry unit 129, and 
the mobile host transfer unit 130. 

0296. The migration address unit 125 comprising the 
above units generates a noncapsulated data packet and Sends 
it to the home address C. when it is not notified that the 
mobile host 146 migrate to the network B or C and obtained 
the temporary address B or Y respectively. The unit 125 also 
generates an encapsulated data packet including as a payload 
the noncapsulated data packet and a data transfer message, 
which informs transfer of the noncapsulated data packet and 
Sends it to the temporary address B, Y, when it is notified of 
the migration. 

0297 Receiving from the home migration communica 
tion control device 101 and the visitor migration commu 
nication control device 109, 109" the data packet including 
the mobile host transfer message which informs the migra 
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tion of the mobile host 146, the mobile host transfer unit 130 
stores into the address hold unit 128 the home address C. and 
the temporary address B or Y of the mobile host 146 assigned 
on the network B or C respectively. 
0298 As shown in FIG. 23, the address hold unit 128 
holds the home address C, the temporary address B or Y by 
corresponding them. 
0299 Directed by the application unit 161, the transfer 
packet transmission unit 126 generates a data packet des 
tined for the home address C, and transmits it. However, if 
the address hold unit 128 holds the temporary address B or 
Y besides the home address C, the unit 126 generates an 
encapsulated data packet destined for the temporary address 
B or Y, which includes as a payload a noncapsulated data 
packet and a packet transfer message, which informs transfer 
of the noncapsulated data packet, and transmits it. 
0300 AS is described the above, both the home migration 
communication control device 101 and the Visitor migration 
communication control device 109,109 generate the encap 
Sulated data packet including the packet transfer message 
and the noncapsulated data and transmits it to the current 
temporary address of the mobile host 146. Owing to the 
device 101 or 109, 109", the stationary host 151 is able to 
transmit to the mobile host 146 both the noncapsulated data 
packet destined for the home address C. and the encapsulated 
data packet destined for the temporary address B or Y without 
failure even when the address hold unit 128 fails to hold the 
current temporary address B or Y and the stationary host 151 
transmits the data packet to the outdated address of the 
mobile host 146. 

0301 The packet reception unit 127 receives a data 
packet which is sent from the mobile host 146 and has Sa as 
its destination address, and Sends the data etc. in it to the 
application unit 161. 
0302) When the address inquiry unit 129 has problems 
Such as that it received an illegal mobile host transfer 
message or that it cannot communicate with the mobile host 
146 Successfully, it transmits a data packet including an 
address inquiry message in order to inquire of the host 
migration communication control device 101 the address 
which is currently used to communicate with the mobile host 
146. 

0303 Construction of Data Packet 
0304 As shown in FIG. 24(a), (b), (c), there are three 
kinds of data packets, each data packet 210, 220, 230, 
includes each of header 211,221, 231 and payload 212, 222, 
232 respectively. 
0305) The header 211 of the data packet 210 includes a 
destination address 201, and a Source address 202. Also the 
payload 212 consists of a transmission data 203. 
0306 The header 221 of the data packet 220 includes the 
destination address 201 and the Source address 202. Also the 
payload 222 consists of a message 204. 
0307 The header 231 of the data packet 230 includes the 
destination address 201 and the Source address 202. Also the 
payload 232 consists of the message 204, which is employed 
as the packet transfer message, and a noncapsulated data 
packet 210. Also each header 211, 221, 231 includes infor 
mation showing presence or absence of the message 204 as 
a protocol number etc. 
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0308 The message 204 includes some of the fields in 
FIG. 25 in accordance with its type. 
0309 The type of the message 204 is indicated in the 
message type field 132. Besides the above types, the mes 
Sage 204 is also employed as an echo message for examining 
whether or not a host employs an appropriate operation in 
accordance with the message. 
0310. A flag field 133 indicates whether or not the 
message 204 is a response. When the message 204 is not the 
response, the field 133 further indicates whether or not the 
message 204 requests a response. 
0311. A sequence field 134 gives a single number both to 
the request message and its response message, thereby the 
request message and the response message are corre 
sponded. 

0312 An autonomous flag field 135 contains a value of 
the autonomous flag Findicating whether or not the visitor 
migration communication control device 109,109' provide 
the packet transfer Service. 
0313 A counter field 136 contains a counter indicating 
the number of the Visitor migration communication control 
devices employed to transfer the encapsulated data packet 
consisting of the packet transfer message and the noncap 
Sulated data packet. The Visitor migration communication 
control device increments the counter in the received mes 
Sage packet by 1, and gives it to the message to be trans 
mitted. When the incremented number is greater than the 
predetermined number, the received message packet is dis 
posed. 
0314. A status field 137 of the response message indicates 
presence or absence of an error in a transmission/reception 
of the data packet. For example, it indicates an error in 
authentication information, which will be described later, or 
the address inquiry message which cannot or should not be 
responded. 

0315. A home address field 138, a temporary address 
field 139, and a broadcast address field 140 indicates the 
home address as well as the temporary address of the mobile 
host 146 or the broadcast address on its home network or on 
the network it migrates. However, what the broadcast 
address field 140 indicates depends on type of the message 
204. Whether the message 204 is the request or the response 
also devices the content of the broadcast address field 140. 

0316 The authentication information field 141 indicates 
if a Source address coincides with the Sender's address. 

0317 Outline of Communication Operation 
0318. The home migration communication control device 
101 and the visitor migration communication control device 
109,109" is basically employed to transfer the data packet 
transmitted by the stationary host 151 as well as post to the 
stationary host 151 the updated temporary address of the 
mobile host 146. Understanding of Such operations will be 
helped by the following two points. 

0319 1. Transfer of the data packet and posting of 
the updated temporary address are conducted only 
when the mobile host 146 migrates from its home 
network to another network. The home network 
refers to the one to which the home migration 
communication control device is attached. 
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0320 2. Posting of the updated temporary address is 
conducted only when the autonomous flag F is 1, 
which indicates the Visitor migration communication 
control device 109, attached to the same network as 
is the mobile host 146, provides the packet transfer 
Service. Otherwise, the data packet transmitted by 
the stationary host 151 to the posted temporary 
address will not be received by the mobile host 146 
when the mobile host 146 migrates to another net 
work. 

0321 Communication Operation 1 
0322. An example of the communication operation is 
described hereunder. In the communication operation 1 the 
visitor migration communication control device 109,109' 
provides the packet transfer Service when the mobile host 
146 migrates from the network A to the network B, further 
from the network B to the network C. 

0323 Migration from Network A to Network B) 
0324. The operation at the migration of the mobile host 
146 from the network A to the network B is described with 
referring to FIGS. 26-29. FIG. 26 shows a flow of the data 
packet transmitted between the devices; FIG. 27 shows a 
communication Sequence of the data packet, FIG. 28 shows 
construction of each data packet; and FIG. 29 shows the 
content of the address hold unit 119 etc. 

0325 When the mobile host 146 is attached to the 
network A, the home mobile host list hold unit 102 in the 
home migration communication control device 101 holds 
the home address C. both as the home address and the 
temporary address of the mobile host 146. Thereby the home 
migration communication control device 101 detects that the 
mobile host 146 is attached to the network A. 

0326) The address hold unit 119 in the mobile host 146 
holds the home address C. and the broadcast address Aba on 
the network A. 

0327. When the mobile host 146 migrates to the network 
B, the application unit 124 orders the operation of the 
migration unit 120 in accordance with the instruction given 
by the operator. The temporary address B is assigned to the 
mobile host 146 on the network B, and the address obtain 
ment unit 116 obtains it. The migration unit 120 stores into 
the address hold unit 119 the temporary address B together 
with the home address C. and the broadcast address Aba. 

0328 (1) The autonomous support unit 121 transmits 
to the Visitor migration communication control device 
109, which is attached to the network B, the data packet 
including the autonomous packet transfer Support 
check message 147 which holds the home address C. 
and the temporary address B. The destination address of 
the data packet is the broadcast address shared by every 
network, Such as an address where every bit is 1. The 
message 147 does not necessarily hold the home 
address C. and the temporary address f although they 
can be used in checking the Security of the network if 
it does. Also the message 147 holding the home address 
C. and the temporary address Y can take the place of a 
mobile host visit message 146, which will be described 
later. 

0329 (2) The autonomous support unit 114 in the 
visitor migration communication control device 109 
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responds to the autonomous Support unit 121 with the 
response message 147R where broadcast address Bba is 
Set and the autonomous flag F in the autonomous flag 
field 135 indicates 1 to inform that the device 109 
provides the packet transfer Service. 

0330. The mobile host 146 transmits the data packet to 
the visitor migration communication control device 109. 
The broadcast address Bba is employed as the destination 
address of the data packet and it is Set in the response 
message 147R; however, this is not an obligation. 
0331 That is, when the response message 147R does not 
hold the broadcast address Bba, the following means can be 
employed. First, the broadcast address shared by every 
network can be employed, which is described in the above. 
Second, the Source address, which is Set in the header of the 
data packet comprising the response message 147R, can be 
employed. Third, a So called name Service can be employed, 
where a Server device on the network System informs the 
broadcast address Bba. Finally, when the address assigned to 
each of the devices, which are attached to the network, 
consists of the network address being unique for the network 
and a device address being unique for the devices, and the 
broadcast address on each network consists of Such network 
address and the device address where the value of every bit 
is 1, the network address Bba can be generated by employ 
ing the network address included in the temporary address B 
of the mobile host 146. 

0332 (3) The address post unit 122 transmits to the 
home migration communication control device 101 the 
address post message 148. The message 148 includes 
the value 1 of the autonomous flag F, which is obtained 
from the response message, home address C, the tem 
porary address B on the network B, and the broadcast 
address Bba, and the broadcast address Aba is the 
destination address of the address post message 148. 

0333 When the address post unit 107 in the home 
migration communication control device 101 receives the 
address post message 148, the mobile host transfer unit 104 
stores in the home mobile host list hold unit 102 the 
temporary address B, the value 1 of the autonomous flag 1, 
and the broadcast address Bbaby corresponding them to the 
home address C. Since the home address C. had been Stored 
as the temporary address before the temporary address B was 
stored, the mobile host transfer unit 104 knows that the 
mobile host 146 has migrated from the network A to the 
network B; therefore, it does not transmit the mobile host 
transfer message to the visitor. migration communication 
control device 109,109'. That is, the data packet transmitted 
by the stationary host 151 to the home address C. of the 
mobile host 146 is received by the home migration com 
munication control device 101 and transferred thereby to the 
temporary address B, therefore, the Visitor migration com 
munication control device 109,109" is not employed here. 

0334 (4) The address post unit 107 notifies the address 
post unit 122 that it has received the address post 
message 148 by Sending the response message 148R. 

0335 (5) Since the visitor migration communication 
control device 109 provides the packet transfer service, 
the mobile host visit unit 123 transmits to the visitor 
migration communication control device 109 the 
mobile host visit message 149 including the home 
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address C. and the temporary address B, So that the 
device 109 is notified that the mobile host 146 has 
migrated to the network B. The mobile host visit 
message 149 is destined for the broadcast address Bba. 

0336. The mobile host visit unit 113 in the visitor migra 
tion communication control device 109 receives the mobile 
host visit message 149 and stores into the visitor mobile host 
list hold unit 110 the home address C. as well as the 
temporary address B. The temporary address B is Stored also 
as the updated temporary address of the mobile host 146, 
which will be assigned when the mobile host 146 migrates 
from the network B to another network; thereby, the visitor 
migration communication control device 109 detects that the 
mobile host is currently attached to the network B. 

0337 (6) The mobile host visit unit 113 notifies the 
mobile host visit unit 123 by sending the response 
message 149R that it has received the mobile host visit 
message 149. 

0338 Communication Between the Stationary Host 151 
and the Mobile Host 146 on the Network B 
0339. The operation at the communication between the 
stationary host 151 and the mobile host 146 when the mobile 
host is attached to the network B is described hereunder with 
referring to FIGS. 30-33, which are relevant for FIGS. 
26-29. 

0340 (1) The application unit 161 in the stationary 
host 151 directs the transmission of the noncapsulated 
data packet, whose destination is the home address C, 
despite the migration of the mobile host 146. Immedi 
ately after the mobile host 146 migrates to the network 
B, that is, when the address hold unit 128 does not hold 
the home address C. and the temporary address B, the 
transfer packet transmission unit 126 is not notified of 
the migration; therefore, it generates the noncapsulated 
data packet 152 and transmits it to the home address C. 
in accordance with the direction from the application 
unit 151. 

0341 The noncapsulated data packet 152 is not received 
by the mobile host 146, which is not attached to the network 
A, but by the packet monitoring unit 106 in the home 
migration communication control device 101 Since the home 
mobile host list hold unit 102 in the device 101 holds the 
home address C. as well as the temporary address B, which 
coincides with the destination address of the noncapsulated 
data packet 152. 

0342 (2) The packet transfer unit 103 in the home 
migration communication control device 101 generates 
an encapsulated data packet including the noncapsu 
lated data packet 152, which is received by the packet 
monitoring unit 106, and the packet transfer message 
153, which informs the transfer of the noncapsulated 
data packet 152; and transmits it to the temporary 
address B. The packet transfer message 153 includes 
the value 0 in the field 133, which indicates that no 
response is requested, as well as the value 0 on the 
counter in the field 136, which indicates that the packet 
transfer message is the first message added to the 
noncapsulated data packet 152. AS is described, no 
response is requested by the packet transfer message 
153. That is, the application unit 161 of the stationary 
host 151 and the application unit of the mobile host 
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146, rather than the home migration communication 
control device 101 and the migration address unit 115, 
confirm that the mobile host 146 receives the noncap 
Sulated data packet 152. 

0343. The transfer packet reception unit 118 in the mobile 
host 146 receives the encapsulated data packet including the 
packet transfer message 153 and the noncapsulated data 
packet 152, Since it is destined for the temporary address B, 
which is held in the address hold unit 119. The unit 118 then 
detects that the destination address of the noncapsulated data 
packet 152 is the home address C, and Sends the data etc. in 
the noncapsulated data packet 152 to the application unit 
124. 

0344) Thus, the communication between the application 
unit 124 and the application unit 161 is not affected by the 
migration of the mobile host 146. 

0345 (3) The packet transfer unit 103 transmits the 
encapsulated data packet including the data packet 
transfer message. It also directs, after detecting that the 
autonomous flag Findicates 1, the mobile host transfer 
unit 104 to transmit to the stationary host 151 the data 
packet including the mobile host transfer message 154 
where the home address C. and the temporary address B 
are set. Finally, the unit 104 transmits the data packet 
to the stationary host 151. 

0346) The mobile host transfer unit 130 in the stationary 
host 151 receives the mobile host transfer message and 
stores into the address hold unit 128 the home address C. and 
the temporary address B. 

0347 (4) The mobile host transfer unit 130 responds to 
the mobile host transfer unit 104 with the response 
message 154R. 

0348 (5) When the application unit 161 directs the 
transmission of the noncapsulated data packet to the 
home address C. after the address hold unit 128 holds 
the home address C. and the temporary address B, the 
transfer packet transmission unit 126 first generates a 
noncapsulated data packet destined for the home 
address C, then generates an encapsulated data packet 
including it and a packet transfer message 155. The 
encapsulated data packet is then transmitted to the 
temporary address B. Thus, once the home migration 
communication control device 101 notifies the station 
ary host 151 of the home address a and the temporary 
address B, the stationary host 151 is able to transmit the 
data packet to the temporary address B of the mobile 
host 146, and the home migration communication 
control device 101 is not employed. 

0349. On the other hand, when data is transmitted from 
the mobile host 146 to the stationary host 151, the Sa is 
employed as the destination address C. and the home address 
is employed as the Source address, and the noncapsulated 
data packet is transmitted from the address C. to the address 
Sa. 

0350 Thus, even when all the noncapsulated data trans 
mitted by the stationary host 151 is destined for the home 
address C, the home migration communication device 101 
transferS the data to the updated temporary address of the 
mobile host; thereby, the communication between the 
mobile host 146 and the stationary host 151 is implemented, 
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and the conventional device can be employed as the Station 
ary host 151, which broadens a practicability of the network 
System. 

0351 Whereas, when the network system checks the 
original Source address of the data packet or a transfer path 
of the data packet, the transmission unit may be built in the 
mobile host 146 like the transfer packet transmission unit 
126 in the stationary host 151, and also the reception unit 
may be built in the stationary host 151 like the transfer 
packet reception unit 118 in the mobile host 146; and the 
encapsulated data packet including the packet transfer mes 
Sage and the noncapsulated data packet may be transmitted 
therebetween. 

0352 Migration from Network B to Network C 
0353. The operation at the migration of the mobile host 
146 from the network B to the network C is described 
hereunder with referring to FIGS. 34-37, relevant for FIGS. 
26-29. 

0354 (1)–(4) The operation related to transmission of 
an autonomous packet transfer Support check message 
147", a response message 147R', an address post mes 
Sage 148", and a response message 148" between the 
mobile host 146 and the Visitor migration communica 
tion control device 109" is substantially same as the 
operation related to transmission of messages between 
the mobile host 146 and the visitor migration commu 
nication control device 109, which is conducted when 
the mobile host 146 migrates to the network B. How 
ever, the operation at the migration from the network A 
to the network B and the operation at the migration 
from the network B and the network C are different 
from each other in part of the operation of the home 
migration communication control device 101 con 
ducted after it responds to the received address post 
message 148' with the response message 148R. 

0355 (5) When the address post unit 107 receives the 
address post message 148, the mobile host transfer unit 
104 in the home migration communication control 
device 101 detects that the mobile host been attached to 
the network B before migrating to the network Csince 
the temporary address B has been Stored as the tempo 
rary address. Then, the mobile host transfer unit 104 
Sends to the Visitor migration communication control 
device 109 the data packet including both the home 
address C. and the temporary address y, So that the 
device 109 transfers the data packet transmitted by the 
stationary host 151 from the temporary address B to the 
temporary address Y. The data packet received by the 
Visitor migration communication control device is des 
tined for the broadcast address Bba. 

0356. In accordance with the address post message 148', 
the mobile host transfer unit 104 stores into the home move 
host list hold unit 102 the temporary address y, the value 1 
of the autonomous flag F, and the broadcast address Cbaby 
corresponding them to the home address C. 
0357 Receiving the data packet including the mobile 
host transfer message 150, the mobile host transfer unit 112 
in the visitor migration communication control device 109 
stores into the visitor mobile host list hold unit 110 the 
temporary address Y newly assigned to the mobile host 146 
and the value 1 of the autonomous flag F by corresponding 
them to the home address C. 



US 2002/0159455 A1 

0358 (6) The mobile host transfer unit 112 notifies the 
mobile host transfer unit 104 that it has received the 
mobile host transfer message 150 by sending thereto 
the response message 150R. 

0359 (7), (8) The transmission of a mobile host visit 
message 149' and a response message 149R between 
the mobile host 146 and the visitor migration commu 
nication control device 109", which is conducted when 
the device 109' provides the packet transfer service, is 
Substantially Same as the transmission of messages 
between the mobile host 146 and the visitor migration 
communication control device 109, which is conducted 
when the mobile host 146 migrates to the network B. 

0360 Communication Between Mobile Host 146 
Attached to Network C and Stationary Host 151 

0361 Transmission of the data packet from the stationary 
host 151 to the mobile host 146 when the mobile host is 
attached to the network C is described with referring to 
FIGS. 38-41, which are relevant for FIGS. 26-29. 

0362. The transmission is substantially same as the trans 
mission between the stationary host 151 and the mobile host 
146 when the mobile host 146 is attached to the network B, 
except that the Visitor migration communication control 
device 109 instead of the home migration communication 
control device 101 is employed. 

0363 (1) When the stationary host 151 is not notified 
that the mobile host 146 has migrated from the network 
B to the network C, the stationary host 151 generates 
the encapsulated data packet including the noncapsu 
lated data packet, which is destined for the home 
address C, and the packet transfer message 156; then 
transmits it to the temporary address B. This is Sub 
Stantially the same as (5) in the communication 
between the stationary host 151 and the mobile host 
146 attached the network B. 

0364. The data packet transmitted by the stationary host 
is not received by the mobile host 146 since the mobile host 
is not attached to the network B. The data packet is received 
by the packet monitoring unit 106 in the visitor migration 
communication control device 109 since the visitor mobile 
host list hold list unit thereof holds the temporary address B 
besides the temporary address Y. 

0365 (2) The visitor migration communication control 
device 109 transmits to the temporary address Y of the 
mobile host 146 the data packet including the packet 
transfer message 157, which is Substantially same as 
(2) in the communication between the stationary host 
151 and the mobile host 146 on the network B except 
a difference described hereunder. 

0366 The home mobile host migration communication 
control device 101 receives the noncapsulated data packet 
152 and generates an encapsulated data packet comprising 
the received noncapsulated data packet 152 and the packet 
transfer message 153. On the other hand, the visitor migra 
tion communication control device 109 receives the encap 
Sulated data packet comprising the packet transfer message 
156 and the packet transfer unit 111 converts the data packet 
by changing the destination address from the temporary 
address B into the temporary address Y as well as converting 
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the packet transfer message 156 into the packet transfer 
message 157, whose value on the counter is incremented by 
1. 

0367 (3)-(5) The visitor migration communication 
control device 109, the stationary host 151, and the 
mobile host 146 on the network C operate substantially 
Same as the home migration communication control 
device 101, the stationary host 151, and the mobile host 
146 on the network B, which is described the above in 
(3)-(5); thereby the mobile host transfer message 158 
and the response message 158R are transmitted, and the 
data packet including the packet transfer message 160 
is transmitted by the stationary host 151 to the mobile 
host 146 attached to the network C. 

0368 If the stationary host 151 does not transmit any data 
packet to the mobile host 146, which is attached to the 
network B, the stationary host is not notified of either the 
temporary address B or the temporary address y, therefore, 
the stationary host 151 transmits the data packet to the home 
address C. even when the mobile host 146 has migrated from 
the network B to the network C. When this occurs, the home 
migration communication control device 101, as does the 
visitor migration communication device 109, transfers the 
data packet from the home address C. to the temporary 
address Y; then notifies the stationary host 151 of the updated 
temporary address Y of the mobile host 146 so that the 
stationary host 151 will be able to directly transmit the data 
packet, which comprises the packet transfer message, to the 
mobile host 146 attached to the network C. 

0369. Further, when the mobile host 146 migrates to the 
network, to which the Visitor migration communication 
control device is attached to provide the packet transfer 
Service, the Stationary host 151 may transmit the data packet 
destined for any of the addresses C, B, or Y. When the data 
packet is transmitted to the home address C. or the temporary 
address y, the home migration communication control 
device 101 or the visitor migration communication control 
device 109', which is notified of the updated temporary 
address of the mobile host 146, transfers the data packet to 
the updated temporary address, then it notifies the Stationary 
host 151 of the updated temporary address of the mobile 
host. 

0370. When the data packet is transmitted to the tempo 
rary address B of the mobile host 146, the visitor migration 
communication control device 109 receives it. Since the 
device 109 is notified of only the temporary address y, it 
transmits the data packet comprising the packet transfer 
message to the temporary address Y as well as transmits the 
mobile host transfer message to notify the Stationary host 
151 of the temporary address Y. The visitor migration 
communication control device 109' receives the data packet 
comprising the packet transfer message, which is destined 
for the temporary address y, and transmits it to the updated 
temporary address of the mobile host 146; then transmits the 
mobile host transfer message to notify the Stationary host 
151 of the updated temporary address. Also the visitor 
migration communication control device 109' obtains the 
address of the Visitor migration communication control 
device 109 from the source address of data packet transmit 
ted thereby, and transmits the mobile host transfer message 
to the device 109. Thus, the visitor migration communica 
tion control device 109' obtains the updated temporary 
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address of the mobile host 146, and transfers the data packet 
to the mobile host 146 as well as notifies stationary host 151 
of the obtained updated temporary address. 
0371 Communication Operation 2 
0372 Another example of the communication operation 
is described hereunder. In the communication operation 2 
the visitor migration communication control device 109 
does not provide the packet transfer Service when the mobile 
host 146 migrates from the network A to the network B, 
further from the network B to the network C. 

0373). As shown in FIG. 42, when the device 109 does 
not provide the packet transfer Service, the autonomous 
packet transfer Support check message 181, transmitted by 
the mobile host 146 which has migrated from the network A 
to the network B, is responded with the response message 
181R where the autonomous flag F in the autonomous flag 
field 135 indicates 0. Thereby, the autonomous flag field 135 
in the address post message 182, which is transmitted by the 
mobile host 146 to the home migration communication 
control device 101, obtains the value 0, and the value 0 is 
held in the home mobile host list hold unit 102 in the device 
101. The mobile host 146 does not transmit the mobile host 
Visit message to the Visitor migration communication control 
device 109. 

0374. As shown in FIG. 43, receiving from the stationary 
host 151 the noncapsulated data packet 183, which is 
destined for the home address C, the home migration com 
munication control device generates the encapsulated data 
packet comprising the received noncapsulated data packet 
183 and the packet transfer message 184, and transmits it to 
the temporary address B, as is in the communication opera 
tion 1. 

0375 However, recognizing the value 0 on the autono 
mous flag F, which is held in the home mobile host list hold 
unit 102, the device 101 does not transmit to the stationary 
host 151 the mobile host transfer message including the 
temporary address B. Therefore, every data packet transmit 
ted by the stationary host 151 is destined for the home 
address C, and it is transferred to the mobile host 146 by the 
home migration communication control device 101. Thus, 
the stationary host 151 is not notified of the temporary 
address B Since the data packet transmitted to the address 
other than the home address C. is not transferred by the 
device 109; therefore it is not received by the mobile host 
146 when it departs the network B to migrate to the network 
C. 

0376 When the visitor migration communication control 
device 109", which is attached to the network, provides the 
packet transfer Service, the home migration communication 
control device 101 notifies the stationary host 151 of the 
temporary address Y when it transmits the noncapsulated 
data to the home address C, so that the stationary host 151 
is able to directly transmit the data packet comprising the 
noncapsulated data packet and the packet transfer message 
to the mobile host 146 on the network C. 

0377. When the visitor migration communication control 
device 109 does not provide the packet transfer service, the 
home migration communication control device 101 does not 
necessarily notify the device 109 of the temporary address Y 
of the mobile host 146 assigned when it has migrated from 
the network B to the network C. However, the construction 
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of the device 101 will be simplified if it conducts the same 
operation either or not the packet transfer Service is provided 
Since the Visitor migration communication control device 
109 ignores the mobile host transfer message. 
0378. Also the device 109 may respond to the autono 
mous packet transfer Support check message 181 only when 
it provides the data packet transfer Service, therefore, the 
presence or absence of the response message 181R indicates 
to the mobile host 146 whether or not the data packet 
transfer Service is provided. In the above operation the value 
0 of the autonomous F also indicates that the packet transfer 
Service is not provided, whereas absence of the response 
message to the message 181 can indicate the absence of the 
packet transfer Service, which will Simplify construction of 
mobile host 146. 

0379 Communication Operation 3 
0380 The final example of the communication operation 
is described hereunder. In the communication operation 3 
the visitor migration communication control device 109 
does not provide the packet transfer Service while the visitor 
migration communication control device 109 does. 
0381. As shown in FIG. 44, when the packet transfer 
Service is not provided by the Visitor migration communi 
cation control device 109", the mobile host 146 transmits to 
the home migration communication control device 101 the 
address post message 182 where the value 0 is set at the 
autonomous flag F. Then, the home migration communica 
tion control device 101 transmits to the device 109 the 
mobile host transfer message 185 by setting the value 0 at 
the autonomous flag F. 
0382. When detecting the value 0 at the autonomous flag 
F, the visitor migration communication control device 109 
ceases to provide the packet transfer Service. 

0383. As shown in FIG. 45, even after cease of the data 
packet transfer Service, the Stationary host 151 may transmit 
to the temporary address the data packet comprising the 
noncapsulated data packet and the packet transfer message 
186. 

0384. When this happens, the visitor migration commu 
nication control device 109 obtains the noncapsulated data 
packet 187 from the received encapsulated data packet and 
transmits it to its destination address, the home address C. 
The noncapsulated data packet 187 is then received by the 
home migration communication control device 101, which 
is attached to the network A. Finally, the home migration 
communication control device 101 transferS the noncapsu 
lated data packet 187 together with the packet transfer 
message 188 to the temporary address Y of mobile host 146, 
which is attached to the network C. 

0385) The visitor migration communication control 
device 109 notifies the stationary host 151 that the mobile 
host 146 is attached to the network A instead of the network 
C by sending the mobile host transfer message 189 where 
the home address C. is set in the temporary address field 139. 
Then, the stationary host 151 transmits the noncapsulated 
data packet 187 to the home address C, and it is transferred 
by the home migration communication control device 101, 
which is employed to take the place of the Visitor migration 
communication control device 109. As another option, the 
device 109 may send the mobile host transfer message 189 
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where the invalid address is Set, Such as the address where 
every bit is 1. Then, the home migration communication 
control device 101 may notify the stationary host 151 of the 
home address C. in accordance with the address inquiry 
obtained from the stationary host 151. 
0386 The operation described the above will be 
employed when the Visitor migration communication con 
trol device 109 ceases to provide the packet transfer service 
operation regardless whether or not the device 109' provides 
the packet transfer Service. 
0387. On the other hand, the visitor migration commu 
nication device 109 may restart the packet transfer service 
even when the device 109" ceases to provide the service. 
0388. In this case, the home migration communication 
control device 101 needs to provide the visitor migration 
communication control device 109 with the updated tem 
porary address at every migration of the mobile host 146 
unless the mobile host migrates to the network to which 
another Visitor migration communication control device is 
attached and provides the packet transfer Service. To realized 
it, for example, when the value of the autonomous flag F in 
the address post message is 0 to indicate that the device 109 
does not provide the packet transfer Service, the broadcast 
address Bba as the destination address of the mobile host 
transfer message, which is transmitted to the device 109, 
will not be renewed. 

0389 Additionally, the broadcast address as the destina 
tion address of the data packet, which is transmitted by the 
mobile host 146, can be replaced with the address Ha, Va, 
Va', each of which is unique to each device. The address 
unique to each device will be obtained by detecting the 
Source address of the data packet received from each device, 
or by employing a So called name Service. 

0390 Also in the second embodiment, the home migra 
tion communication control device 101 detects whether or 
not the mobile host 146 is attached to the same network from 
what is held as the temporary address in the address hold 
unit, to be precise, whether or not the home address C. is held 
as the temporary address. However, this can also be detected 
by knowing in which table the temporary address is held. 
For example, when the device 101. and the mobile host 146 
are attached to the same network, the first table holds the 
addresses, Such as the home address C, whereas, the Second 
table holds the addresses when the device 101 and the 
mobile host 146 are attached to the different network from 
each other. Value of the autonomous flag F, 0 or 1, can also 
be utilized in the same way. 
0391) Further, the home migration communication con 
trol device 101 and the visitor migration communication 
control device 109, 109" may be employed as a host such as 
the mobile host 146 or the stationary host 151. 
0392 Finally, the home migration communication con 
trol device 101, the visitor migration communication control 
device 109, the mobile host 146, and the stationary host 156 
may be constructed identically and can be replaced with 
each other. 

0393 Although in the embodiment the application unit 
124 starts its operation before being notified of updated 
temporary address B, therefore it always transmits the data 
packet to the home address C. of the mobile host 146, it can 
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transmit the data to the temporary address B if is starts its 
operation after obtaining the temporary address B. 
0394 Although the present invention has been fully 
described by way of examples with reference to the accom 
panying drawings, it is to be noted that various changes and 
modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 
Therefore, unless otherwise Such changes and modifications 
depart from the Scope of the present invention, they should 
be constructed as being included therein. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A migration communication control device constructed 

to control a communication between a mobile node and a 
partner node, the mobile node migrating acroSS networks 
and obtaining an address assigned on each network while the 
partner node being a communication partner of the mobile 
node, comprising a first migration control unit, a Second 
migration control unit, a third migration control unit, the 
Second migration control unit being placed on the mobile 
node and the third migration control unit being placed on the 
partner node, 

wherein the first migration control unit comprises: 
packet transfer means for receiving a packet which was 

destined for, an outdated address of the mobile node, 
the outdated address assigned when the mobile node 
migrated to a network to which the first migration 
control unit is attached, generating a conversion 
packet which holds an updated address instead of the 
outdated address, and transmitting the conversion 
packet; and 

address post means for transmitting an address post 
message which indicates the updated address of the 
mobile node to the third migration control unit, the 
third migration control unit transmitting the packet 
received by the packet transfer means, and 

the Second migration control unit comprises: 
migration post means for transmitting to the first 

migration control unit a migration post message 
which indicates the updated address of the mobile 
node when the mobile node migrates to another 
network, and 

packet resumption means for receiving the conver 
Sion packet from both the first migration control 
unit and the third migration control unit and 
resuming an original packet from the conversion 
packet, and 

the third migration control unit comprises: 
packet conversion means for converting a desti 

nation address of a packet, the packet to be 
transmitted to the mobile node, into the updated 
address indicated by the address post message, 
the address post message Sent by the first migra 
tion control unit, and transmitting it to the 
mobile node. 

2. The migration communication control device of claim 
1, wherein the migration post means in the Second migration 
control unit transmits an identification key included in the 
migration post message, the identification key being 
employed to identify the mobile node. 
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3. The migration communication control device of claim 
2, wherein the identification key is an address of the mobile 
node assigned at one network before the network to which 
the mobile node is currently attached. 

4. The migration communication control device of claim 
2, wherein the identification key is an address of the mobile 
node assigned before its initial migration. 

5. The migration communication control device of claim 
1, wherein the Second migration control unit is constructed 
to transmit to the third migration control unit the packet 
which has the same format as the resumed packet. 

6. The migration communication control device of claim 
1, wherein the first migration control unit further comprises: 

address hold means for holding the outdated address and 
the updated address by corresponding them with each 
other; and 

address comparison means for comparing the destination 
address of the received packet with the outdated 
address, wherein 

the packet transfer means generates the conversion 
packet and transmits it when the address comparison 
means detects that the destination address of the 
received packet coincides with the outdated address. 

7. The migration communication control device of claim 
1, wherein the first migration control unit further comprises: 

address hold means for holding the outdated address and 
the updated address by corresponding them with each 
other; and 

address comparison means for comparing the destination 
address of the packet received by the packet transfer 
means with the outdated address, wherein 

the address post means transmits the address post 
message which indicates the updated address of the 
mobile node to the third migration control unit, the 
third migration control unit transmitting the packet 
received by the packet transfer means, when the 
address comparison means detects that the destina 
tion address of the packet coincides with the out 
dated address. 

8. The migration communication control device of claim 
1, wherein the Second migration control unit further com 
prises: 

address hold means for holding the outdated address and 
the updated address by corresponding them with each 
other; and 

address comparison means for comparing the updated 
address with the destination address of the packet 
received from one of the first migration control unit and 
the third migration control unit, wherein 
the packet resumption means resumes the original 

packet from the conversion packet when the address 
comparison means detects that the updated address 
coincides with the destination address of the packet 
received from one of the first migration control unit 
and the third migration control unit. 

9. The migration communication control device of claim 
1, wherein the third migration control unit further com 
prises: 
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address hold means for holding the outdated address and 
the updated address of the mobile node by correspond 
ing them with each other, and 

address comparison means for comparing the outdated 
address in the address hold means with the destination 
address of the packet to be transmitted to the mobile 
node, wherein 

the packet conversion means converts the destination 
address of the packet to be transmitted to the mobile 
node into the updated address which corresponds to 
the outdated address in the address hold means when 
the address comparison means detects the outdated 
address in the address hold means coincides with the 
destination address of the packet. 

10. The migration communication control device of claim 
1, wherein there are a plurality of the first migration control 
units, and the Second migration control unit transmits the 
migration post message to at least one of the first migration 
control units. 

11. The migration communication control device of claim 
10, wherein the migration post means in the Second migra 
tion control unit transmits the migration post message to the 
first migration control unit which is attached to the network 
to which the mobile node was attached before its migration, 

each of the first migration control units has migration post 
means for transmitting to one of the other first migra 
tion control units a migration post message to post the 
Same address as the updated address indicated by the 
migration post message received from the Second 
migration control unit, and 

each of the first migration control units has migration post 
means for transmitting a migration post message from 
one of the other first migration control units to another 
first migration control unit to post the same address as 
the updated address indicated by the received migration 
post meSSage. 

12. The migration communication control device of claim 
11, wherein each of the first migration control units and the 
Second migration control unit further comprise pointer hold 
means for holding pointerS related to the first migration 
control unit to which the migration post message is trans 
mitted, and wherein 

the migration post means in each of the first migration 
control units and the migration post means in the 
Second migration control unit transmit the migration 
post message to each of the addresses related to each of 
the pointers. 

13. The migration communication control device of claim 
12, wherein each of the pointerS is a broadcast address of the 
network to which one of the first migration control units is 
attached. 

14. The migration communication control device of claim 
12, wherein each of the pointerS is an address which is 
assigned to one of the first migration control units uniquely. 

15. The migration communication control device of claim 
12, wherein each of the pointers is the address of the mobile 
node which is assigned when the mobile node is attached to 
the same network as is the first migration control unit, and 

the migration post means in the first migration control unit 
and the migration post means in the Second migration 
control unit obtain the broadcast address of the network 
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to which each of the first migration control units is 
attached with referring to the address of the mobile 
node, and transmits the migration post message to the 
obtained broadcast address. 

16. The migration communication control device of claim 
12, wherein the pointer hold means in the Second migration 
control unit holds a pointer related to a first migration 
control unit for the latest migration, which is the first 
migration control unit being attached to one network before 
the network to which the mobile node is currently attached, 
and 

the pointer hold means in the first migration control unit 
holds a pointer related to another first migration control 
unit attached to the same network as was the mobile 
node attached before migrating to the network to which 
the first migration control unit is attached. 

17. The migration communication control device of claim 
12, wherein the Second migration control unit further trans 
mits to the first migration control unit the pointer by Sending 
thereto the migration post message, the pointer to be held by 
the first migration control unit. 

18. The migration communication control device of claim 
17, wherein the first migration control unit Stores into the 
pointer hold means the pointer when it receives from the 
Second migration control unit the migration post message by 
corresponding the pointer with the updated address indicated 
by the received migration post message. 

19. The migration communication control device of claim 
11, wherein each of the first migration control units further 
comprises: 

address hold means for holding the outdated address and 
the updated address by corresponding them with each 
other, wherein 
migration post message means Stores into the address 

hold means the outdated address and the updated 
address by corresponding them with each other when 
it receives from the Second migration control unit the 
migration post message, while converts the updated 
address in the address hold means into the updated 
address indicated by the migration post message 
when it receives from the first migration control unit 
the migration post message and the outdated address 
indicated by the migration post message coincides 
with one of the updated addresses in the address hold 
CS. 

20. The migration communication control device of claim 
1, wherein the first migration control unit is placed on a 
gateway, which connects networks. 

21. The migration communication control device of claim 
1, wherein the first migration control unit is placed on the 
network as an individual node. 

22. The migration communication control device of claim 
10, wherein the migration post means in the Second migra 
tion control unit transmits the migration post message to a 
home migration control unit, the home migration control 
unit being the first migration control unit which is attached 
to a network where the mobile node left for its initial 
migration, and 

the home migration control unit further comprises home 
migration post means for transmitting a migration post 
message to a first migration control unit for the latest 
migration, the first migration control unit for the latest 
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migration being the first migration control unit which is 
attached to the network where the mobile node left for 
the latest migration, to post the same updated address 
as is indicated by the migration post message received 
from the Second migration control unit. 

23. The migration communication control device of claim 
22, wherein the first migration control unit further comprises 
migration post means for transmitting the migration post 
message indicating the updated address of the mobile node 
to one of the other first migration control units when the 
conversion packet destined for the outdated address of the 
mobile node was sent therefrom to the first migration control 
unit. 

24. The migration communication control device of claim 
22, wherein the migration post means in the Second migra 
tion control unit transmits to the home migration control unit 
the migration post message where a home address and the 
updated address are corresponded with each other, the home 
address assigned when the mobile node is attached to the 
Same network as is the home migration control unit, 

and each of the packet transfer means and the address post 
means in the home migration control unit transmits the 
conversion packet and the address post message respec 
tively with referring to the above home address and the 
updated address. 

25. The migration communication control device of claim 
24, wherein the Second migration control unit further com 
prises an outdated address post means for transmitting to the 
first migration control unit for the latest migration an out 
dated address post message where the outdated address and 
the home address are corresponded with each other, the 
outdated address being assigned to the mobile node before 
the latest migration, 

the home migration post means in the home migration 
control unit transmits to the Said first migration control 
unit for the latest migration the migration post message 
where the above home address and the updated address 
are corresponded with each other, and 

the packet transfer means and the address post means in 
the first migration control unit for the latest migration 
transmit the conversion packet and the address post 
message respectively in accordance with the outdated 
address and the updated address, the outdated address 
and the updated address being corresponded with each 
other via the home address. 

26. The migration communication control device of the 
claim 25, wherein the outdated address post means in the 
Second migration control unit transmits the above outdated 
address post message at a migration of the mobile node 
preceding the latest migration, and 

each of the migration post means in the Second migration 
control unit and the home migration post means in the 
home migration control unit transmits the above migra 
tion post message at the latest migration of the mobile 
node. 

27. The migration communication control device of claim 
22, wherein the Second migration control unit further com 
prises home migration control unit pointer hold means for 
holding a pointer related to the home migration control unit, 

the migration post means in the Second migration control 
unit transmits the migration post message to the address 
related to the pointer, 
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the home migration control unit further comprises pointer 
hold means for the latest migration for holding a 
pointer related to the first migration control unit for the 
latest migration, and 

the home migration post means in the home migration 
control unit transmits the migration post message to the 
address related to the pointer. 

28. The migration communication control device of claim 
27, wherein each of the above pointers is the broadcast 
address of the network to which each of the first migration 
control units is attached. 

29. The migration communication control device of claim 
27, wherein each of the above pointers is the address 
assigned to each of the first migration control units uniquely. 

30. The migration communication control device of claim 
27, wherein the Second migration control unit further com 
prises pointer obtainment means for requesting to the first 
migration control unit for the latest migration the pointer 
related to the first migration control unit for the latest 
migration, and 

the migration post means in the Second migration control 
unit posts the obtained pointer to the home migration 
control unit together with the updated address by 
Sending thereto the migration post message. 

31. The migration communication control device of claim 
30, wherein the migration post means in the Second migra 
tion control unit posts to the home migration control unit the 
pointer at the migration of the mobile node preceding the 
latest migration, while the migration post means posts the 
above updated address at the latest migration of the mobile 
node. 

32. The migration communication control device of claim 
22, wherein the first migration control unit further comprises 
address post Suppressing means for Suppressing transmis 
Sion of the address post message from the address post 
means to the third migration control unit, and 

the address post Suppressing means Suppresses transmis 
Sion of the address post message when none of the first 
migration control units is attached to the same network 
as is the mobile node. 

33. The migration communication control device of claim 
32, wherein the Second migration control unit further com 
prises detect means for detecting whether or not the first 
migration control unit is attached to the network to which the 
mobile node migrates, 

the migration post means in the Second migration control 
unit transmits to the home migration control unit the 
migration post message which includes the detecting 
result of the above detect means together with the 
updated address, 

the home migration post means in the home migration 
control unit transmits to the first migration control unit 
for the latest migration the migration post message 
which includes the detecting result of the above detect 
means together with the updated address, and 

the address post Suppressing means in each of the home 
migration control unit and the first migration control 
unit for the latest migration SuppreSS the transmission 
of the address post message in accordance with the 
detecting result of the above detect means. 
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34. The migration communication control device of claim 
22, wherein the first migration control unit further comprises 
packet transfer Suppressing means for Suppressing transfer 
of the packet conducted by the packet transfer means. 

35. The migration communication control device of claim 
34, wherein the first migration control unit further comprises 
address post Suppressing means for Suppressing transmis 
Sion of the address post message from the address post 
means to the third migration control unit, and the address 
post Suppressing means in the first migration control unit 
being attached to a network to which the mobile node is not 
attached, Suppresses the transmission of the address post 
message when the packet transfer Suppressing means in the 
first migration control unit for the latest migration Sup 
presses transfer of the packet. 

36. The migration communication control device of claim 
35, wherein the Second migration control unit further com 
prises detect means for detecting whether or not the packet 
transfer Suppressing means in the first migration control 
means Suppresses the transfer of the packet, the first migra 
tion control means being attached to the network to which 
the mobile node migrates, and 

the migration post means in the Second migration control 
unit transmits to the home migration control unit the 
migration post message which includes the detecting 
result of the above detect means together with the 
updated address, 

the home migration post means in the home migration 
control unit transmits to the first migration control unit 
for the latest migration the migration post message 
which includes the detecting result of the detect means 
together with the updated address, and 

the address post Suppressing means in each of the home 
migration control unit and the first migration control 
unit for the latest migration Suppresses the transmission 
of the address post message in accordance with the 
detecting result of the above detect means. 

37. The communication control device of claim 36, 
wherein the packet transfer Suppressing means in the first 
migration control unit for the latest migration Suppresses the 
transfer of the packet conducted by the packet transfer 
means, when the packet transfer Suppressing means in the 
first migration control unit being attached to the network to 
which the mobile node migrates Suppresses the transfer of 
the packet. 

38. A packet transfer migration control unit in a migration 
communication control device, the migration communica 
tion control device being constructed to control a commu 
nication between a mobile node and a partner node, the 
mobile node migrating acroSS networks and obtaining an 
address assigned on each network while the partner node 
being a communication partner of the mobile node, com 
prising: 

packet transfer means for receiving a packet which was 
transmitted by the partner node to an outdated address 
of the mobile node, the outdated address being assigned 
when the mobile node migrated to a network to which 
the packet transfer migration control unit is attached, 
generating a conversion packet which holds an updated 
address instead of the outdated address, and transmit 
ting the conversion packet; and 
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address post means for transmitting an address post 
message which indicates the updated address of the 
mobile node to the partner node, the partner node 
transmitting the packet received by the packet transfer 
CS. 

39. A mobile node migration control unit in a migration 
communication control device, the migration communica 
tion control device being constructed to control a commu 
nication between a mobile node which migrates acroSS 
networks and obtains an address assigned on each network 
and a partner node which is a communication partner of the 
mobile node, being placed on the mobile node and com 
prising: 

migration post means for transmitting to a packet transfer 
migration control unit a migration post message which 
indicates an updated address of the mobile node when 
the mobile node migrates to another network, the 
packet transfer migration control unit for receiving a 
packet which was transmitted by the partner node to an 
outdated address of the mobile node, the outdated 
address assigned when the mobile node migrated to a 
network to which the migration control unit for packet 
transfer is attached, generating a conversion packet 
which holds the updated address instead of the outdated 
address, and transmitting the conversion packet; and 

packet resumption means for receiving the conversion 
packet from both the packet transfer migration control 
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unit and the mobile node, and resuming an original 
packet from the conversion packet. 

40. A partner node migration control unit in a migration 
communication control device, the migration communica 
tion control device being constructed to control a commu 
nication between a mobile node which migrates acroSS 
networks and obtains an address assigned on each network 
and a partner node which is a communication partner of the 
mobile node, being placed on the mobile node and com 
prising: 

address post message receiving means for receiving an 
address post message which indicates an updated 
address of the mobile node from a packet transfer 
migration control unit, the packet transfer migration 
control unit transmitting an address post message 
which indicates the updated address of the mobile node 
to the partner node, and 

packet conversion means for converting a destination 
address of a packet, the packet to be transmitted to the 
mobile node, into the updated address indicated by the 
address post message, and transmitting it to the mobile 
node. 


