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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM J. ELDERTON, OF HENDERSON, KENTUCKY.

IMPROVEMENT IN DEVICES FOR TEACHING MUSIC TRANSPOSITION.

Ypecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 146,891, dated Janvary 27, 1874; application filed
December 13, 1873.

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, WiLLiaM J. ELDERTON,
~f Henderson, in the county of Henderson and
$tate of Kentucky, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Musie-Scales,
0¢ which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawing, in which—

Figure 1 represents a front view, and Iig. 2
a vertical transverse section, of my improved
nmisie-scale.

Corresponding parts in the two figures are
designated by like letters.

This invention relates to a certain improve-
ment in music-scales, in which the half-steps
are noted simultaneously with the change or
transposition of the key-note; and it consists
in combining a slide or board and a frame, the
former sliding upon and between rails or ways
affixed to the reverse side of the latter, and
whieh are so inseribed or marked with words,
notes, characters, letters, and numerals that,
conjointly, they form a medinm through which
to teach musie, substantially as hereinafter
more fully set forth.

To enable others skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains to make and use the
same, L will proceed to describe it.

In the annexed drawing, A refers to the
slide, which is a plain board of suitable dimen-
sions; and B, to the frame, which receives the
former in a manner to enable it to slide thereon
by means of grooved rails or ways b b, fastened
to the reverse side of the said frame in any
known way. The frame I3 is mounted or sup-
ported upon legs, which, in this instance, form
continuations of the side or vertical pieces of
the frame. Upon the slide A are suitably in-

seribed two staffs, upon which are arranged

the notes, and over which the letters of said
notes. Upon the left - hand upright of the
frame B are inscribed seections of the two
staffs, upon which sections are inscribed the
T or bass clef and the G or treble clef charac-
ters. Inscribed upon the lower and middle
transverse pieces of the frame B are the sylla-
bles and numerals of the scales, and upon the
head-board or upper transverse piece thereof
the words “key-note,” ¢ half-step,” ¢ half-step,”
as shown in Fig. 1. The sharps or flats are
marked on the sections of the staffs, when re-
quired.

It will be observed that, in moving the slide
A to the left hand, or reversing the movement,
which will produce a change or transposition
of the key-note, the half-steps will be noted
simultaneously upon. the instroment with such
change of the key-note, and thus expedite and
lessen the difficulties experienced in teaching
the pupils musie, especially vocal music.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

The sliding scale-board A, in combination
with the indicator or irame B, having the lower
and middle bars, upon which are inscribed the
syllables and numerals in music, and the head-
board, upon which are marked the words named
and shown, when constructed and arranged
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto signed
my name this 10th day of December, 1873, in
presence of two subscribing witnesses.

WILLIAM J. ELDERTON.
Witnesses:

BEN. C. REDFORD,
W. S. LYNE.




