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PATENT OFFICE.

_JEAN LEANDRE GAUTHERON, OF PARIS, FRANCE.

’LE’]‘JTER-HOLDI'NG DEVICE.

Application filed June 6,‘1927, Serial No.

Itisa known fact that in different branches
of retail commerce, for instance in the sale of
morocco leather goods, the seller is required to
furnish sets of letters, monograms, names, or
the like, preliminarily made in one piece,
which he proceeds to attach to the articles on

~ the spot at the purchaser’s request, and for
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this reason he is obliged to keep on hand a
large stock of such devices, which are both ex-
pensive and occupy much space, in order to
give immediate satisfaction to the customer.

The present invention obviates this incon-

~ venience, by the use of an apparatus by which
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the seller is enabled to compose on the spot
all suitable monograms, names or the Iike
upon request. The seller need only possess
a few composing supports, several sets of
alphabets of separate letters and certain signs
which will most frequently enter into the
composition of the sets which are requested.
_ The said invention is characterized by the
fact that firstly the whole internal edge or at
least two opposite parts of such internal edge
of a support forming a frame of suitable size

5 andshape and secondly two opposite edges of

interchangeable letters or the like employed
for composing purposes are respectively pro-
vided in the opposite position (and indiffer-
ently) with female elements such as grooves
and with male elements such as tenons or like
projections whereby the said letters or like
characters may be secured to the said frame
by the co-operation of their respective ele-
ments, which latter are so disposed that they
may be secured together in a permanent or

a removable manner, either directly or by the

use of intermediate parts.

When the said attaching elements consist
respectively of projections and grooves, I
may provide an improvement consisting in
the fact.that the said frame comprises one or
more movable parts serving to open and close

the device with reference to the attaching -

parts of the frame. When in the open posi-
tion, the letters or the like may thus be
mounted in the frame by application or by
sliding, and when in the closed position, said
letters will be held in the frame.

By the use of the said device, the seller
nay compose a monogram, a name or like set
of characters, by placing the letters or other
characters successively in the said frame in
the proper order, and they will be maintained
in said frame by the attaching means which
are provided.
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The invention is further characterized by
the forms of construction hereinafter de-

described with reference to the appended

drawings which are not of a limitative na-
ture. S ‘ : :
. Fig. 1 is a front view of a set of initials
formed in accordance with the invention, and
Fig. 2is a section on the line A—A of Fig. 1.
Fig. 8 is'the corresponding rear view, with
the groove entirely open. o
Figs. 4 and 5 are rear views of a support
with a groove which can be partially opened,

this being shown in the open position in Fig.

4 and in the closed position in Fig. 5.

Fig. 6 is an end view corresponding to -

Iig. 5. :
Fig. 7 is a set of letters with a circular sup-
port, viewed from the rear.” ‘
Figs. 8 and 9 are perspective views of two
constructions, with the closing parts open.
Hig. 10 shows a frame provided with a bar
having a bevelled closing edge, and: Fig. 11
partially shows said bar in the. closed posi-
tion, with the fastening plate not- turned
down. , -
Tig. 12 is a like view with
turned down. cl L
In the different forms of construction,

‘which are shown in Figs. 1 to 7, the support

consists of a frame (@) of goldsmith’s work
in which the groove (2) is formed upon two
of the opposite internal edges in the example
shown in Figs. 1 to 6; in Fig. 8 the said groove
1s formed upon all the internal edges. In
Figs. 1 to 3, the lower groove (b) is open on

the back of the frame for its whole length.

The bar (¢) is pivotally mounted at (ct)
and is. adapted to entirely close the said
groove when it is brought upon the same, and
said bar is secured by means of ‘a slot (¢?)

the s{éi‘d‘l plate

60

65

5

80

85

90

95

formed therein which cooperates with the

stud (¢®). In Figs. 4 to 7, the upper groove
() is open for a length which somewhat
exceeds the width of a movable letter or like
character. In Figs. 4 to 6, the bar (¢) is
held in the closed position by a pawl (¢*)
which is pivoted at (¢°) and whose bent end
fits into the notch (¢®)- of thé said bar. In
Hig. 7, the bar (¢) is adapted to fit upon the

frame (), and it is closed by means of the

notch (¢®) and the stud (¢?). The inter-
changeable letters are provided at suitable
points with the projecting tenons (d) whose
ends engage in the grooves (b). o

In Figs. 1 to 8, while the bar (¢) isopen, the
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the closing bar (¢)

(@)

2
upper tenons of the letters are engaged in the
upper groove (0), and the lower tenons are
then inserted into the lower groove (b) and
the bar (¢) is closed, thus securing the whole
device. '

In Figs. 4 to 6, the letters are placed one
by one in the open space, and are then caused
to slide towards the other end in the proper

order; the bar (¢) is closed upon the tenons of

the last letter inserted. :
 In Fig. 7, the side letters ave first inserted,
and the middle letier will then hold the others
in place, the tenons () of these letters being
so disposed as to mutually hold one another.
Obviously, the said grooves might be dis-
posed upon the letters and. like characters,
and herein the frame will offer co-operating
projections. ; - '
As shown in Fig. 8, the frame (a) carries
at the rear the notches (b) co-operating with
the projections or tenons of the letters, num-
bers and signs. The two closing bars (¢)

“are pivoted to the frame (a) and held the

tenons in: their recesses.

Tn this modification, the long bars (¢) may
be replaced by small bars by which each of
the said notches will be separately closed.

In Fig. 9, the frame (@) comprises the
grooves. (b) in which the projections or
tenons of the letters are slidable, and after
the insertion of ‘said letters the frame is
closed by the removable side part (o) of
the back of the frame which is provided with
two tongues (a2); when thé device is closed,

the said tongues will fit into the grooves ().

It is evident that the side piece (a') might be
entirely removable. o -

" As shown in Figs. 10, 11 and 12, the frame
(@) is provided with the grooves (D) and
which is pivoted at (¢").
On the said bar is an end portion (¢*) which
is suitably bevelled and co-operates. with a

bevelled tenon formed on the said frame,

below which it is engaged when the device is
closed. The said bevelled parts (¢°) and
are cut obliquely with reference to the
corresponding side of the frame, so that the
bar (¢) which opens towards the interior of
the frame (Fig.10) will not pass beyond the
said frame when the device is closed.. A thin
plate (¢) of flexible metal (Figs. 11 and 12)
is soldered to a flat side (@*) which is disen-
eaged from the frame (Fig. 11), and 1t ex-
tends outwardly of the said flat side in such
manner that it will be situated above the flat
side (¢7) (which is disengaged from the bar

~ (¢)) when the frame is closed. ‘In order to

close the said device after the insertion of the

letters, the said plate (e), which extends to-

1,722,245

wards the interior of the frame, is brought
into the recesses (a°) and (¢®) which are
formed respectively in the frame (a) and the
tongue (¢) for this purpose. ‘

The invention is applicable not only to
morocco leather goods and articles made by
othier industries, but also to all articles of
jewelry and like fancy goods such as

‘brooches, pins, pendants and: others, and in

general, it is applicable for all suitable pur-
poses. , ’

The shepes and accessory arrangements of
the different parts of the devices herein speci-
fied, and chiefly these of the supports and of
the letters zmc%r signs, as well as the details
and means of construction, may be varied at

‘will without departing from the principle ot

the invention.
Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is: o ’ R
1. A device of the type described compris-
ing a composing frame, letter supporting
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flanges carried by said frame, a pivoted bar -

adapted to form a part of one of said flanges,
o chamfered tenon provided on said bar, a
corresponding chamfered tenon on said last
mentioned flange and a releasable locking
plate for said bar fixed to said last mentioned
fange disposed in flush relation to the upper
surtace of said last mentioned flange and bar.

9. A device of the type described compris-
ing a composing frame, letter supperting
flanges carried by said frame, a pivoted bar
adapted to form a part of one of said flanges,
a chamfered tenon provided on said bar, a
corresponding chamfered tenon on said last
mentioned flange; the .abutting surfaces of
said tenons being cut on the oblique to posi-
tion the said bar and a’ releasable locking
plate for said bar fixed to said last men-

‘tioned flange disposed in flush relation to the

upper surface of said last mentioned flange
and bar. ’

3. A device of the type described compris-
ing a composing frame, letter supporting
flanges carried by said frame, a pivoted bar
adapted to form a part of one of said flanges,
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an obliquely chamfered tenon on said last .

mentioned flange, a corresponding obliquely
chamfered tenon on said bar for positioning
the said bar, a locking plate fixed to said last
mentioned flange disposed in flush  rélation

to the upper surface of said last mentioned

flange and bar and a bendable lug on said

locking plate adapted to cover the side of said

tenons when said bar is in elosed position.
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature.

JEAN LEANDRE GAUTHERON.
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