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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEwWIS A. FOOTE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Austin,
in the county of Mower and State of Minne-
sota, haveinvented a newand useful Car-Seal
Press, of which thefollowing is a specification.

Myinvention relates to seal-presses; and it
has for itsobject to provide acheap and dura-
ble seal-press which can be as conveniently
and readily used in the dark as in the light,
and to have means whereby the seal will be
always brought in position forlocking and be
securely held to its place without danger of
displacement by being upset and locked upon
the wire or metal strips usually employed, be-
ing especially adapted for and preferably used
for rivet-seals, but, as said, may be advanta-
geously used with any other kind of seals; and
with these objects in viewthe invention con-
sists of a lever-press provided with guards or
gages and constructed and arranged in the
mannerhereinafter more fully deseribed,illus-
trated in theaccompanying drawings, and spe-
cifically pointed out in the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a seal-press constructed
in accordance with my invention and having
a seal compressed between the dies thereof as
the same is locked upon the ends of the wire
or strips of metal. Fig.2isa longitudinal sec-
tional view of the same.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
A designates the stock or handle of my im-
proved seal-press, which terminates in an en-
larged head B, which is provided in its front
end with the recess or pocket b,inclosed be-

“tween theside wallsor guards?d’,one of which

or both of which, as may be desired, are pro-
vided with the longitudinal shackle receiving
and holding guide-slots 0% which are adapted
to hold the ends of the wires or strips of sheet
metal within the said pocket, into which the
sealing material is designed to be placed,and
prevents the upset material from coming be-
tween the two shackle-strips by holding the
ends thereof close together while sealing, in-
asmuch as said guide receiving and holding
slots are only of a sufficient width to admit
of two or more thicknessesof tin or other ma-
terial used for the seal-shackle.

Integrally formed with the stock A and lo-

(No model.)

cated within the recess or pocket of the en-
larged head thereof is the base-die C,which is
provided with a concaved face ¢, upon which
are cut the characters or numerals which are
to be formed upon theseal. Vertically reeip-
rocating in the recess b®in the enlarged head
B and directly above said base-die is the die-
plunger D, which is provided upon its face
with the characters corresponding to those
upon the face of the lower stationary die and
is provided with the recess or notch d, within
which the free end of the leaf-spring E, se-
cured -to the base or stock A, takes, and is
adapted to normally throw the vertically-re-
ciprocating die-plunger off from the base-die.

A lever F is pivoted at f between the jaws
b*and 0% in which the top of the enlarged head
B termmates, and is designed to bear upon the
top of said reciproeating plunger, and working
between the said jawsis designed to bearupon
the same and compress the material placed
within the pocket or recess to be acted nupon
by and between said die, the tension of the
leaf-spring referred to normally throwmtr the
die and lever upward.

The construction and operation of thls seal-

press is thought to be now apparent without

further description. The pocket or recessin

‘the head of the press forms a receptacle into

which the metal can be easily and conven-
iently placed and be held therein while being
compressed between the dies, while the slots
in the side walls or guards serve to hold the
two ends of the seal ciosely together, so- that
in upsetting the neck of the rivet the metal
will be upset or compressed outside of the
metal stripinstead of between the two strands,
as isliable to be done with the ordinary presses
in use. Other advantages will suggest them-
selves to those skilled in the art.

It will be of course readily noted that the
main object of the inclosing side guard-walls
forming a pocket open only at the front end
of the seal provides a device which prevents
the passage of the seal beyond its proper po-
sition for sealing,while thenarrowslotin each
guard-wall tightly holds the shackle ends to-
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gether, so as to prevent any portion of the .

upset of the seal coming in between the two
strips of the shackle.
Having thus described my invention, what
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I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

In aseal-press, the combination of the stock
or handle having an enlarged head provided
with opposite guard-walls, and a rear wall
forming a front pocket inclosed by said walls
and open at the front of the seal, and an in-
tegral base-die within said pocket, shackle
receiving and holding guide-slots cut horizon-
tal in said guard-walls from the front thereof
andof a size toaccommodate and hold tightly
together the lapped ends of the shackle-strips,

which are adapted tobeinserted edgewise into
the slots from the frontopen ends thereof,and
a vertically-reciprocating die adapted to work
within said inclosed pocket over the integral
base-die, substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses. o

LEWIS A. FOOTE.

Witnesses:
PAT MCNEELA,
Bex E. GIBSON.
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