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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, TmomAs C. DUNN, of
. Promise City, in the county of Wayne and
State of Towa, have invented a new and Im-
proved Fly-Trap, of which the following is a
specification:

In the accompanying drawing, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of my fly-trap. Figs. 2 and
3 are vertical transverse sections of my im-
proved fly-trap, showing the same, respect-
ively, in open and closed position; and Fig. 4
is a top view of the same. .

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. »

My invention relates to an improved fly-trap
for catching flies at dusk at the ceiling and
walls; and it consists of a box or receptacle,
~ which is hung to a supporting pivot-frame,
and provided at the open. front half of its
top with a swinging spring-acted lid, that is
fringed with brushes, and thrown open by a
lever when applied to the ceiling, and closed
instantly when removed from the same. A
corner recess of the flanged frout edge allows
the emptying of the flies from the box after
they are killed.

In the drawing, A represents a box or re-
ceptacle, of tin or other material and suita-
ble size, which is hung at the sides to pivot-
arms B, branching out from a handle, B/, of
such length that the ceiling may be conven-
iently reached by the box. The box A adapts
itself readily to the ceiling or top wall, being

prevented from revolving on the pivot-arms.

by a band-spring, C, that passes from the
handle through a small bottom hole of the
box to the inside of the same. A second
spring, ¢/, extends from the back of the box
A to the rear part of the swinging lid, for
the purpose of keeping the lid D closed by
the action of the spring until opened by press-
ing back its lever D. The receptacle A is
open at the front half of its top, the lid serv-
ing to close the open part. The flanged front
edge of the open top part and the lid are
placed about three-eighths of an inch below
the closed top of the box, and the side and
front edges of the box, as well as the front
edge of the lid, fringed with suitable brushes
E, that serve to stir up the flies when moving
the trap along the ceiling or walls. The lid
D is applied to a wire binding-frame, D?, that
is pivoted, by its side legs, to the lower front

part of the box, the lever D! forming the cen-
ter part of the frame, and extending at slight
upward inelination back toward the closed top
part. ’

-When the trap is applied at dusk to the
ceiling for catching the flies, and moved along
the same, the lever D' comes in contact there-
with, and throws, in connection with the for-
ward motion of the box, the lid back, so as
to keep the box open while the same is car-
ried along the ceiling.

The flies are stirred up by the brush B of
the lid after the open part of the box has
passed over them, and are eaught in the box,
from which they cannot easily escape. The
side brushes at the front of the box stir up
the flies, and prevent thereby the soiling of
the ceiling by the erushing of a fly. o

As soon as the contact of the box with the
ceiling is discontinued the lever is released,

‘and the spring will instantly close the lid,

keeping the flies securely caged in the box.
The flies are killed by admitting. hot water
through the narrow space between lid and
top of box, and removed by opening the lid.
The flanged front edge has a recess, a, at
one corner, that is closed by -a corresponding
lip, &/, of the lid, through which the dead flies

i are readily dropped or removed.

Having thus described myinvention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. A fly-trap made of a box or receptacle,
pivoted to the arms of a handle, and partially
open at the top, in connection with a swing- .
ing and spring - acted lid, placed below the
level of the top, and provided with an inclined
lever for opening or closing the box as the
lever comes in contact with the ceiling or is
detached therefrom, substantially in the man-
ner and for the purpose set forih. :

2. The swinging and spring-acted lid, hav-
ing inclined lever and brush at front edge,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The flanged front edge of the box hav-
ing corner recess, in combination with a lip
of the lid, for readily emptying the box, as
specified. ‘
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