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3,241,796 
MAGNETIC PICTURE STABILIZER 

Robert G. Asher and Frances E. Asher, both of 
P.O. Box 168, Sterling, Colo. 

Filed June 11, 1964, Ser. No. 374,478 
9 Claims. (CE. 248-29) 

This invention comprises a novel and useful magnetic 
picture stabilizer and more particularly pertains to a de 
vice specifically adapted to stabilize and maintain in a 
secure and relatively fixed position pictures or other 
articles which are suspended or hung from a vertical Sup 
porting surface such as a wall or the like. 

It is the primary purpose of this invention to provide an 
appliance which shall be capable of stabilizing hung ob 
jects such as pictures and the like against Swinging from 
their individual support means. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a stabi 

lizing device of the character above described which shall 
be capable of being readily applied to an article to be 
stabilized while hung from a wall or the like and shall be 
readily applied to a wall or other support surface to effect 
its stabilizing operation upon the article. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide the 
stabilizing arrangement in accordance with the preceding 
objects which shall include an easily applied or disengaged 
magnetic attaching means whereby the stabilizer is se 
cured to the wall or other support surface or to the article 
to be hung thereon or to both. 

Yet another purpose of the invention is to provide a 
stabilizer in accordance with the preceding objects which 
shall be compactly and concealingly disposed between 
the supporting surface and the article to be stabilized and 
hung thereon. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

stabilizer in accordance with the foregoing objects which 
shall include a pair of stabilizer arms which may be vari 
ably inclined with respect to each other in order to vary 
the expanse which they cover, together with means for 
attaching one end of the two arms to an article to be 
stabilized and the other ends of the arms being adapted 
to be secured to a wall or other supporting surface. 
Yet another and more specific object of the invention 

is to provide a stabilizing device in accordance with the 
preceding objects wherein the stabilizing arms thereof 
shall be longitudinally extensible or contractible as may 
be required in order to fit the device to different sizes of 
articles to be stabilized thereby. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevational view showing the manner 

of applying a preferred form of the stabilizing device in 
accordance with this invention to the back of a picture 
or other article to be hung upon a wall or other support 
ing surface, with a portion of the article being broken 
away to show the position of the stabilizer with respect 
thereto; 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view of the arrange 

ment of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a view taken substantially upon the plane 

indicated by the broken section line 3-3 of FIGURE 1 
and upon an enlarged Scale to show the internal construc 
tion of one of the stabilizer arms together with the manner 
of attaching the stabilizer to a vertical supporting surface 
and to an article to be hung thereon; 
FIGURE 4 is an exploded perspective detail view show 

ing the anchor end of a magnetic fastener of one of the 
stabilizer arms; 
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FIGURE 5 is a detail view of the other or basic end 

of the device; and, 
FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of one of the anchor 

members for Securing the device to the wall or other sup 
porting Surface. 

It is frequently desirable to brace or stabilize pictures 
or other objects hung upon a wall or other supporting 
Surface to prevent sway of the articles. The present in 
vention provides a stabilizer appliance for this particular 
purpose and which may be conveniently and unobtrusively 
disposed between the article and the wall and mounted 
and secured to both the article and the wall to perform 
its desired function. 

In the accompanying drawings, the numeral 10 desig 
nates generally a picture or other object or article which 
is to be suspended or hung from a supporting surface such 
as a Wall 12, with the numeral 14 designating generally 
the stabilizing device of this invention. As shown in 
FIGURES 1 and 2, the article 10 is suspended as by 
means of a conventional hanger 16 and supporting wire 
18 from the supporting surface. The stabilizing device 
is applied between the article and the supporting surface 
and Secured to both in a manner to be now set forth for 
stabilizing or preventing side sway of the article upon its 
Suspension wire 18, while permitting swinging movement 
of the article towards and from the wall during its sus 
pension thereon. 

In a preferred form, the stabilizing appliance of this 
invention comprises a pair of identical stabilizer arms 
20, one end of each arm being secured to a base fastener 
or mounting means indicated generally by the numeral 
22 and which is adapted to be secured to the article 10, 
while the other end of each arm is secured to a fastening 
means indicated generally at 24 and which are adapted 
to be mounted directly upon the vertical supporting sur 
face 2. 
The fastening means 22 and 24 by which the stabilizer 

arms are mounted include units each consisting of a pair 
of hinged members. Thus, the base fastening member 22 
comprises a member preferably in the form of a flat plate 
39 which may have one side adhesively coated as at 32 
for attachment to the back of the article 10. The fastener 
includes a second member or plate 34 and a conventional 
type of hinged joint 36 joins these members together. 

Each of the stabilizer arms 20, as shown best in FIG 
URE 3, is longitudinally extensible and retractible, con 
sisting of a pair of telescoping sections comprising an 
Outer section 46 and an inner section 42. The inner sec 
tion although shown as being tubular may be a solid rod 
if desired. 
The free ends of the two sections 40 and 42 are fiat 

tened to provide terminal plates as a 44 and 46. The 
two plates 46 are disposed in overlapping engagement 
and are pivotally secured to each other and to the plate 
34 by means of a pivot pin which may be in the form of 
a rivet 48. Thus, the two arms may swing with respect 
to each other to vary their inclination or their spread as 
may be desired to fit a given situation. 
The terminal plates 44 at the upper or other ends of 

the arms are secured as by hinges 50 to a second hinge 
plate 52. As shown in FIGURE 4, the hinge plate 52 
is provided with an aperture 54 therethrough and a circu 
lar magnet disc 56 is seated in this aperture. 
An anchor member in the form of a plate 69 of mag 

netic material also constitutes a part of the fastening 
means 24. This plate of generally rectangular configura 
tion is provided with a rim 62 extending about three sides 
thereof and is preferably provided with an adhesive coat 
ing as shown at 64 in FIGURE 3 by means of which it 
may be secured to the vertical supporting surface 12 
in a convenient location. In this manner, the magnetic 
element consisting of the plate 52 and the magnet 56 dis 



3,241,796 
3. 

posed therein may be releasably engaged upon the anchor 
plate 60 and thus serve to secure the upper end of the 
stabilizer device. 

It will be observed that this construction provides a 
means which is readily expansible to different sizes of 
objects to be hung, and in which the stabilizing arms 
thereof may be variably spaced from each other so as 
to increase the spread of the device. 

Obviously, the magnetic means may be applied at both 
ends of the stabilizing device both to releasably secure it to 
the wall and also to releasably secure it to the picture if 
desired. In some instances, it may be found sufficient 
to use a single stabilizer arm between and connecting the 
two fastening means 22 and 24. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A stabilizer for suspended articles comprising a base 

member adapted for attachment to the back of an article 
to be hung, a pair of stabilizer arms each having one end 
pivotally connected to said base member, a pair of mag 
netic anchor members each adhesively mountable upon a 
vertical supporting surface, a hinged connector for each 
arm, each connector comprising a pair of hinged ele 
ments with one element being fixedly secured to the 
other end of an arm and the other element being secured 
to one of said anchor members. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein each arm has 
longitudinally expansible and contractible telescoping 
Sections. 

3. A stabilizer for suspended articles comprising base 
and anchor members respectively adapted for attachment 
to the back surface of an article to be hung and a vertical 
Surface from which an article is to be suspended, a sta 
bilizing arm, connecting means securing the opposite ends 
of said arm with said members, one of said connecting 
means comprising a magnetic grip device, said connecting 
means at the anchor end of said arm comprising a first 
plate rigidly carried by said arm and a second plate 
hinged to said first plate, said second plate having a mag 
net mounted thereon, said anchor member being of a 
magnetic material for engagement by said magnet. 

4. A stabilizer for suspended articles comprising base 
and anchor members respectively adapted for attachment 
to the back surface of an article to be hung and a vertical 
surface from which an article is to be suspended, a sta 
bilizing arm, connecting means securing the opposite ends 
of said arm to said member, one of said connecting means 
comprising a magnetic grip device, said connecting means 
at the base member end of said arm comprising a first 
plate rigidly secured to said arm, said base member hav 
ing a second plate hinged thereto, a pivot perpendicular 
to and connecting said first and second plates. 

5. In combination with a support surface and an 
article having means swingingly supporting it upon said 
surface for relative movement, a stabilizing device fixedly 

O 

15 

20 

30 

35 

40 

50 

60 

4 
secured to said article and surface and limiting relative 
movement of said article and surface, said stabilizing 
device comprising a base member secured to said article 
and a pair of anchor members each secured to said sur 
face, said base member having a plate hinged thereto, a 
pair of stabilizer arms each pivoted to said base member 
plate at one end of said arms, a pair of spaced anchor 
members each secured to said surface, said arms having 
at their other ends means magnetically attaching each 
arm to one of said anchor plates. 

6. The combination of claim 5 wherein said last 
mentioned means consists of a pair of hingedly con 
nected plates, one of said plates being fixed to an arm 
and the other plate having an opening therethrough and 
a magnet secured in said opening. 

7. A stabilizer for suspended articles comprising a base 
member adapted for attachment to the back of an article 
to be hung, at least one stabilizer arm having one end 
pivotally connected to said base member, at least one 
magnetic anchor member adhesively mountable upon a 
vertical supporting Surface, a hinge connector for said 
arm, said connector comprising a pair of hinged elements 
one element being fixed securely to the other end of said 
arm and the other element being secured to said anchor 
member. 

8. A stabilizer for articles which are adapted to be 
suspended from vertical surfaces comprising a relatively 
flat enlarged plate member attachable at one face to the 
back of an article to be hung, at least one anchor mem 
ber attachable to said vertical suspension surface in 
spaced relation to said plate member and at least one 
stabilizer arm connected between said plate member and 
said anchor member, said plate member being substan 
tially wider than said stabilizer arm, and connecting means 
for connecting said stabilizer arm to said plate member, 
said connecting means allowing movement of said arm 
in a plane perpendicular to the axis of said arm. 

9. A stabilizer for suspended articles comprising base 
and anchor members respectively adapted for attach 
ment to the back surface of an article to be hung and a 
vertical surface from which an article is to be suspended, 
a stabilizing arm, connecting means Securing the opposite 
ends of said arms to said members, one of said connecting 
means comprising a first plate rigidly carried by said arm 
and a second plate hinged to said first plate, said second 
plate having a magnet mounted thereon whereby said 
connecting means may be releasably connected to a mag 
netic member. 
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