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CASE B. 

To all whom it may concern: position, the Weight of the rod C acts upon 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. A. CLARK, of them with a constantly increasing force, thus 

New Haven, in the county of New Haven and 
State of Connecticut, have invented certain 
Improvements in Blind Stops, of which the 
following is a specification: 
My invention relates to blind-stops; and it 

consists of a metal plate secured to one of the 
slats of a blind, with a spring-bolt arranged 
to have its end bear against the side of the 
plate so as to hold the slats in position by 
friction, the bolt also serving to lock the slats 
fast when closed, as hereinafter more fully ex plained. 

Figure I is a front view of a portion of a 
blind with my stop attached. Fig. 2 is a ver 
tical section of the same on the line a ac of 
Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 a view of the plate modified 
in form. 
To construct my stop I provide a small seg 

mental plate of metal, D, which may be most 
conveniently cut out of sheet metal, of the 
form shown in Fig. 2, it being provided at 
each end with an ear, o, bent at a right angle 
to the body, and having a hole in them to re 
ceive a small screw or tack by which the plate 
D is fastened to the inner face of a slat, B, as 
represented in Figs. 1 and 2. If desired, the 
upper ear O may be so constructed as to en 
gage with the staple that fastens the rod C 
to the slat, though this is not essential. I 
then provide a small bolt, E, which I mount 
on a simple plate, l, and place on said bolt a 
spiral Spring, f, in Such a manner as to press 
the end of the bolt against the side of the 
plate D, thereby creating sufficient friction to 
hold the slats B at any angle desired. 
In the plate D, near its lower end, I make a 

hole, n, as shown in Fig. 2, so that when the 
slats are closed the bolt E will enter this hole, 

s thus lock the slats fast, as represented in 
Fig. 1. 
As the slats B are turned to a horizontal 

tending to make the slats turn automatically, 
if very loose, and requiring an increase of fric 
tion or force to hold them. To compensate for 
this, I place the plate D with its upper end in 
clined slightly toward the bolt, so that as the 
slats are opened the plate will tend to crowd 
back the bolt f as it moves, and thereby in 
crease the friction of the bolt and plate. 
Instead of inclining the plate, as described, 

it may be slightly bent at its center, as repre 
sented in Fig. 3, thus forming a double incline 
on its face, against which the bolt f bears. 
When thus constructed it will be seen that the 
friction will increase until the slats are turned 
to a horizontal position, after which it will de 
crease in a corresponding manner. While this 
modification renders the device more perfect, 
still the plan first described is found sufficient 
for all practical purposes, more especially as it 
is seldom necessary to turn the slats beyond a 
horizontal position. 
The device is very simple and efficient, and 

can be operated by one hand, which is a great 
consideration when a person is reading or 
otherwise employed. - 

I am aware that a spring-bolt has before been 
used for a similar purpose, but I am not aware 
that it has ever been used in connection. With a 
friction-plate so constructed or arranged as to 
increase the friction as the slats were turned to 
a horizontal position, or in connection with a 
plate applied to the slat, as shown. 
What I claim is 
A blind-stop, consisting of the inclined fric 

tion-plate D and the spring-bolt E, both con 
structed and arranged to operate substantially 
as shown and described. 

WILLIAM A. CLARK, 
Witnesses: 

JOHN N. AUSTIN, 
GEORGE L. FINNEY. 

  


