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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GRorcE HUNZINGER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at the
borough of Manhattan, city, county, and
State of New York, have invented an Im-
provement in Reclining-Chairs, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to a reclining-chair of
the eharacter of the well-known Morris chair,
wherein the back can be placed at different
inclinations with reference to the seat. With
these chairs as heretofore constructed the
feet of the oceupant if not resting upon the
floor were placed either upon a separate
stool or chair; and the object of my inven-
tion is to both supply this form of chair with
a foot-rest and at the same time to so arrange
the seat and back portions that they are piv-
otally connected together and the seat to the
seat-frame, so that these parts together are
adapted to swing out of the way to bring the
foot-rest into position from beneath the seat
or to replace the same in its initial position.

In carrying out my invention I provide a
frame for the reclining-chair of any usual or
desired character. The seat is pivoted to
the frame adjacent to the back corners there-
of and it is supported at the front by resting
upon a part provided therefor. The back is
pivoted to the seat near its lower end, and it
1s In part supported thereby and also sup-

orted in its reclining position by a bar at the

ack, which bar is held by the teeth of racks
at theside. Temploy afoot-rest which com-
prises a frame pivoted between the front up-
rights of the chair, and to which latter leg-
frames are also pivoted, and this foot-rest is
ad&ﬁ)ted to swing from its initial position
with the leg-frame folded against the under
surface thereof when the seat and Dback
frames are brought together to provide the
space for the turning movement of the foot-
rest, and when the foot-rest is in a position
of use it occupies substantially a horizontal
position with the free ends of the leg-frames
resting upon the floor. The supporting-rod
at the back, which is beld by the teeth of
ratchets connected to the side frames of the
reclining - chair, is also held in position by
cleats on the back face of the chair-back, so
that the rod cannot get away and is operated
when the back is raised and only requires to
be lifted by hand when the back is inclined,

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion with a part of the back broken off, show-
ing the foot-rest in position and the back re-

elining, Fig. 2 is a plan of the parts as
shown in Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is a side elevation
showing the foot-rest as folded up and in its
initial position of disuse with the seat and
back brought into an inner folded relation, in
which space is provided for the swinging of
the foot-rest in either direction.

The chair-frame comprises the side memn-
bers a, the front upright members &/, the
back upright and inclined members @, and
arm-rest portions @'. These are tied to-
gether by suitable transverse members, and
they and the parts enumerated may be of
any desired shape or character without de-
parting from or affecting the essential fea-
tures of my invention.

b represents brackets formed as continua-
tions of or prolongations from the back up-
right members ¢?, extending toward the back
of the chair and of curved form, and " rep-
resents the teeth or projections of a ratchet
formed as parts of slots in said brackets.
The edge surface of the bracket and the pro-
jecting ends of the teeth are preferably struck
on an arc the eenter of which is a pivot of
the seat to the side members of the chair-
frame.

¢ represents the seat, of usual character,

but preferably formed of a suitable uphol-
stered frame, and d represents the back, also
preferably of a suitable upholstered frame.
" 2represents the pivot-pins passing through
the side members and into the seat-frame to
pivot the seat to the chair-frame, and I pre-
fer to employ L-shaped straps ¢, which are
secured to the seat-frame and through which
the pivots 2 pass. The back d is pivoted
near its lower end by pivot-pins 8 to the L-
shaped straps ¢, so as to pivotally connect
the seat and back together, there being no
connection of the back to the seat-frame, ex-
cept, through the L-shaped strapse.

d’ represents cleats on the back surfaces of
the back-frame d, and a rod of metal 4 passes
through the slots of the cleats d” and through
the slots of the brackets b, being madle long
enough to rest in the teeth or projections of
the ratchets d’, so as to maintain the adjust-
able relation of the back to the chair-frame
for a substantially upright position or an in-
clined position, the said rod 4 being prefler-
ably provided at its ends with ornamental
knobs to prevent longitudinal movement
thereof with the operations of the chair-back.

In the position Fig. 1 it will be noticed
that the lower end of the back d comes over
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“the back end of the seat ¢, so that there is no

opening or gap between these parts to be un-
sightly, and the fact that the lower end of
the back slightly overlaps the back of the
seat completes the continuity of the chair-
support and slightly shortens up the seat, so
that the same is not so long as is usual in
these chairs.  From the position of the back,
Fig. 1, the same can be raised either by an at-
tendant or by the occupant of the chair by
simply pulling or pushing the back forward,
in which movement the rod raises over the
inclined parts of the teeth and drops into the
notches progressively until the desired in-
clination is reached, the cleats &’ making this
movement possible, as the back cannot be
pulled away from its connection with the
rod 4.

From Fig. 3it will benoticed that thelength

of the free arms of the L-shaped straps e is
such that when the seat and back are brought
up into the adjacent relation shown in Fig.
\3 the surfaces of these parts substantially
come into contact, so that they fold closely
and in so doing provide ample space for the
movement of the foot-rest. This foot-rest
comprises a frame f, shown as upholstered,
and which is connected by pivot-pins 5 to
and between the front uprights o’ of the
chair-frame swinging on said pivot-pins 5
between the front uprights o/, and to the
outer end of the foot-rest frame is connected
a leg-frame g, adapted to fold against the un-
der surface of the frame f when the foot-
rest is swung over into and between the side
members of the chair-frame, as shown in Fig.
3, or to rest upon the floor by being swung
down, as shown in Fig. 1, and in this posi-
tion support the foot-rest in a substantially
horizontal line and directly forward of the
seat.

The forward free end of the seat is adapted
to rest on the member of the foot-rest frame
that extends across between the front up-
rights a’ of the chair and upon either one side
or the other of this frame member, according
as the foot-rest is extended, as shown in Fig.
1, or placed within the chair, as shown in Fig.
3. The pivotal connection of the swinging
foot-rest with the front uprights of the chair-
frame may be of sufficient strength to sup-
port the leverage and weight of the foot-rest
when in its folded (}aosition, as shown in Fig.
3, or I may provide any suitable means for
furnishing additional support, if desired.

I claim as my invention—

1. In a reclining-chair, a seat, pivotal con-
nections from the seat to the chair-frame, a
back and pivotal connections at the lower
end of the Eack to the seat and a rod and co-
acting devices for supporting the back in an
adjustable inclined relation whereby the
back has a sliding movement on the rod by
and simultaneously with the movement of
the seat.

818,799

2. In a reclining-chair, a seat, pivotal con-
nections from the seat to the chair-frame, a
back and pivotal connections at the lower
end of the back to the seat, a rod and coact-
ing devices for supporting the back in an ad-
justable inclined relation, and a foot-rest and
})ivots for connecting the same between the
ront uprights of the chair-frame, said foot-
rest normally occupying a position beneath
the seat and between the side members of the
chair-frame, and the relation of the seat and
back as specified, being such that they may
be folded closely together so as to provide a
space for swinging the foot-rest outward into
its position for use.

3. The combination with the chair-frame
of a seat, a device secured at each side and
near the back of the seat, a back and pivot-
pins for pivotally connecting the back near
its lower end to the free ends of said devices
secured upon the sides to the seat, whereby
the seat and back occupy a pivotal relation
to one another, pivot-pins passing through
the side members of the chair-frame and
through the said devices secured to the seat
so as to pivot the seat near its back to the
chair-frame, and means for supporting the
back in one of several inclined positions and
producing & sliding movement of the back on
said rod with the movement of the seat.

4. The combination with the chair-frame,
of a seat, devices secured at the sides and
near the back of the seat, a back and pivot-
pins for pivotally connecting the back near
its lower end to the said devices secured to
the seat whereby the seat and back occupy a
pivotal relation to one another, pivot-pins
passing through the side members of the
chair-frame and through the said devices se-
cured to the seat so as to pivot the seat near
its back to the chair-frame, slotted brackets
forming devices of the side members of the
chair - frame and provided with ratchet-
teeth, cleats secured to the rear surface of the
back and a rod passing through said cleats
and through the slots of the brackets to sup-
port the back in any one of several inclined
positions and afford a sliding movement to
the back on said rod, and which rod is moved
thereby simply by the movement of the back
when the same is raised to change its inclina-
tion.

5. The combination with the chair-frame,
of a seat, devices secured at the sides and
near the back of the seat, a back and pivot-

ins for pivotally connecting the back near
its lower end to the said devices secured to
the seat whereby the seat and back occupy a
pivotal relation to one another, pivot-pins
passing through the side members of the
chair-frame and through the said devices se-
cured to the seat so as to pivot the seat nea:
its back to the chair-frame, means fo. sup-
porting the back in one of seve: al positions,
and a foot-rest comprising a frame and piv-
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oted leg-frame, said frame being pivotally | 5 to and between the front uprights of the 2o

connected by pins 5 to and between the front
uprights of the chair-frame and adapted to
occupy an initial position below the seat, and
when the seat and back are folded to swing
outward into a horizontal position for use.

6. The combination with the chair-frame,
of a seat, devices secured at the sides and
near the back of the seat, a back and pivot-
pins for pivotally connecting the back near
its lower end to the said devices secured to
the seat whereby the seat and back occupy a
pivotal relation to one another, pivot-pins
passing through the side members of the
chair-frame and through the said devices se-
cured to the seat so as to pivot the seat near
its back to the chair-frame, and a foot-rest
comprising a frame and pivoted leg-frame,
said frame being pivotally connected by pins

chair-frame and adapted to occupy an initial
position below the seat and when the seat
and back are folded to swing outward into a
horizontal position for use.

7. In a reclining-chair, the combination
with the chair-frame, of a seat and back,
straps e of L form secured to the seat near
the rear portion, pivot-pins 3 connecting the
free ends of said straps to the back at ‘its
lower end, and pivots 2 passing through the
chair-frame and said straps into the seat for
pivoting the seat to the chair-frame.

Signed by me this 6th day of July, 1905.

GEORGE HUNZINGER.

Witnesses:
Geo. T. PincxNEY,
S. T. HAVILAND.



