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This invention relates to electric Switches of 
the kind in which a movable contact arranged 
to co-operate with a fixed contact is carried by 
a resilient metal blade, this latter being anchored 
at both ends and slightly curved between its 
ends in two opposite directions. Actuation of the 
Switch is effected by the pressure of a push but 
ton on the blade, and due to the curvature of 
the blade the opening and closing movements of 
the switch are effected by a snap action. 

For SOme purposes it is required to employ in 
such a switch a pair of similar blades each Gar 
rying a movable contact, the blades being ar 
ranged side by Side and operable by the one push 
button, and it has been found that merely to 
duplicate a Switch of ordinary construction is 
unsatisfactory as it is then difficult to ensure si 
multaneous action of both blades. The object of 
the present invention is to enable this difficulty 
to be Overcome in a simple and Satisfactory man 
le. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a Sectional elevation of an electric 

Switch constructed in accordance with the in 
Vention. 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the Switch. 
In One convenient manner of constructing a 

Snap action switch in accordance with the in 
vention as illustrated in the drawings, a con 
venient base is provided having side walls 2 
and carrying a pair of fixed contacts 3 which 
are preferably resiliently mounted on flexible arms 
4 secured to the walls 2 by nuts 5. Transverse 
studs 6 and 7 also secured in the Walls 2 form 
SupportS for the opposite ends of a pair of re 
silient blades 8 each of which is curved between 
its ends in two opposite directions, giving the 
blade an S form as shown. Each blade has se 
cured to it a movable contact 9 for co-operating 
with the associated fixed contact 3. Each of one 
adjacent pair of ends of the blades is anchored 
directly to the base in any convenient manner, as 
by Securing the blades to the stud 7 which is 
carried in the side walls 2. For anchoring the 
other adjacent pair of ends, a separate anchor 
piece 0 is employed having a T shape which 
is pivoted upon the transverse stud 6. The ad 
jacent ends of the blades 8 are secured to the 
stud in any convenient manner and the side 
pieces of the anchor piece 0 are provided 
with inclined slots f2 through which the blades 
pass, so that the faces of the slots bear on the 
opposite surfaces of the blades at a convenient 
distance from the pivot. An upward extension 
3 on the base acts as a stop to determine the 
position of the blades. A push button 4 is slid 
ably mounted in the base and has a plate 5 
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Secured thereto which on actuation of the push 
button is adapted to press on the underside of 
both blades. 

It will be seen that with the above described 
arrangement any deflection of either of the blades 
Will be transmitted to the appropriate face of 
the slotted side piece of the anchor piece and 
will be accompanied by pivotal movement of the 
anchor piece. Consequently if when the push 
button 4 is actuated, either blade tends to move 
in advance of the other this condition is com 
pensated by the action of the pivotal anchor piece 
on the other blade, and simultaneous movement 
of both blades is ensured. 
By this invention a desired result is obtained 

in a very simple manner. The invention is not, 
however, restricted to the example described as 
Subordinate details of construction may be modi 
fied to Suit different requirements. Further, if 
desired, a pivoted anchor piece may be provided 
at both ends of the blades. 
Having thus described my invention what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. An electric Snap-action switch comprising 
in combination a base, a pair of similar resilient 
metal blades arranged side by side and anchored 
at their ends to Said base, contacts on said base, 
complementary contacts on said blades for co 
Operating with the contacts on said base, each 
of Said blades being slightly curved between its 
ends in two opposite directions so that deflection 
of Said blades causes the contacts thereon to move 
With a Snap action, a single push button for de 
flecting both blades, and at least one guide piece 
pivotally mounted on said base and engaging both 
blades So that movement of either blade is ac 
companied by simultaneous movement of the 
Other. 

2. An electric Snap-action switch as claimed in 
claim 1, in which said guide piece is of T form 
and is slotted to engage said blades. 
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