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PATENT OFFICE. 
HENDERSON P. CHILDRESS, OF MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 

ATTACHMENT FOR HEAD SETs. 
Application filed December 8, 1923. Serial No. 679,370. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENDERSON P. CHIL 

DRESS, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at Memphis, in the county of Shelby 
and State of Tennessee, have invented a 
new and useful Attachment for Head Sets, 
of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to an attachment 

for head sets such as are used by telephone 
operators, and also in connection with radio 
receiving instruments to support the re 
ceivers against the ears of the person receiv 
ing the message. 

In devices of this kind, the head band 
frequently causes the receivers to exert con 
siderable pressure on the ears, so that the 
continued use thereof becomes painful. 
Then too, a head band which fits the head 
of one person may not fit that of another, 
and in the case of radio receivers, which are 
frequently used by a great number of differ 
ent persons, it becomes particularly desir 
able to have some means of quickly adjust 
ing the normal width of the head band and 
adapting it to different persons. 
The general object of the present inven 

tion is to provide a practical device, which 
may be easily manipulated to adjust the re 
ceivers for use under different conditions, 
and relieve the pressure on the ears without 
removing the device from the head. The in 
vention is in the nature of an attachment, 
which may be applied to any of the usual 
types of head sets in a few moments even 
by an inexperienced person. 
The present invention is related to my ap 

plication No. 639,871, filed May 18, 1923, 
and is generic to the construction therein 
shown. 
The principles of the invention will be 

best understood from the following detailed 
description, in which reference is made to 
the accompanying drawing showing the pre 
ferred construction of the invention. 

In the drawing: - - - 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a head 

set having my invention attached thereto. 
Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken 

longitudinally of the attachment. 
Figure 3 is a detail sectional view taken 

on the line 3-3 of Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of 

one of the threaded stems by means of which 
the adjustment of the device is affected. 

Figure 5 is a detail perspective view show 

ing a modified form of the attaching 
member. 
The invention, as shown, is applied to an 

ordinary head set, which includes a band 5 
adapted to embrace the upper portion of 
the head, and terminating in collars 6 in 
which the stems 7 are mounted for vertical 
adjustment. These stems are formed with 
yokes 8 at their lower ends, in which are 
mounted the respective receivers 9. Each of 
the stems is held in its position of ad 
justment by a lock nut 10, and usually a 
Small knob 11 is threaded to the upper end 
of the stem to prevent the same from being 
entirely separated from the head band. 
The attachment includes a pair of oppo 

sitely curved attaching members 12, each 
having suitable means of attachment to the 
corresponding receiver stem 7 at each side 
of the collar 6. In the form shown in 
Figures 1, 2 and 3, the members 7 and 12 
are secured together by means of clamps, 
each of which includes a pair of spaced 
transverse strips 13 spanning the members 7 
and 12, and having opposed concave por 
tions 14 adapted to grip the respective mem 
bers 7 and 12 between them. A Small bolt 
15, or equivalent means may be provided 
for securing the clamp. The lower end of 
the member 12 may be upset, as shown at 
16, so as to prevent the clamps from slip 
ping off. 
The upper inner ends of the members 12 

have inwardly extending threaded stems 17 
pivotally connected thereto. Any form of 
pivotal connection may be used, that herein 
shown consisting of a pin 18 extending from 
the end of the stem 17, through an eye in 
the end of the member 12, and having its 
end upset to form a permanent connection. 
The threaded portions of the stems 17 are 
connected by a turnbuckle 20 for adjusting 
them to and from each other. 

In the modification shown in Figure 5, 
the attaching member 12 has its lower end 
turned laterally to form a horizontally dis 
posed ear 21, which is perforated, as at 20, to 
receive the stem 7. A second ear 23 is at 
tached to the member 12 by riveting or 
welding, and is spaced vertically above the 
ear 21 and parallel thereto, and is also pro 
vided with a perforation 24 for receiving 
the upper portion of the stem 7. 
The attachment in the form shown in 

Figures 1, 2 and 3 is very easily attached to 
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the head set merely by applying the clamps 
13 at the upper and lower ends of the stems 
7, with the lower clamp immediately above 
the opposite end 16 of the member 12. In 
attaching the device in the form shown in 
Figure 5, it is only necessary to remove 
the knob 11 and lock nut 10, whereupon the 

0 

stem may be withdrawn from the collar 
6 and inserted through the eye 22. Then the 
head band is put back on the stem with the 
two parts of the band straddling the upright 
portion of the member 12, after which the 
lock nut is put on and the stem inserted 
through the eye 24 and the knob 11 again 
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threaded onto the end of the stem. The ears 
21 and 23 are suitably spaced so as to form a 
comparatively. Snug fit against the yoke S 
and the knob 11, respectively, so that the 
attachment has comparatively little vertical 
plav. 
! "Wien it is desired to relieve the pressure 
on the ears, the turnbuckle 20 is turned so 
as to draw the upper ends of the members 12 
inwardly. This draws the outer ends of the 
stems 7 inwardly, and the stems, rock with 
the collars 6 to flex the terminal portions of 
the headband, which act as fulcrums, and 
the lower portions of the stems 7 and the 
receivers, are thus: moved outwardly away 
from the ears. If the receivers are too far 
away from the ears, they may be easily ad 
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justed inwardly by a rotation of the turn 
buckle in the opposite direction. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

seen that the invention is simple in its con 
struction, and may be manufactured at a 
Small expense. It may be sold separately as 

SEC 

an attachment, and may be installed on any 
head set without the least difficulty. It is 
efficient in its results and relieves the dis agreeable pressure against the ears, thus in 

g a maximum degree of comfort in the 
use of the instrument. 
While I have shown the detailed construc 

tion of one form in which the invention may 
be carried. Out, it is to be understood that 
this is merely illustrative, and that various 
modifications may be made in the form and 
construction of the various parts, as well as 
in their arrangement, without departing 
from the salient features of the invention as 
set forth in the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An attachment for a head set having a 

band for resting on and embracing the head 
and terminating in collars in which receiver 
stems are. Supported, said attachment com 
prising a pair of members having means for 

60 
detachably engaging said stems, and means 
for simultaneously moving said members to 
Ward and away from each other to rock said 
stems in opposite directions and thereby 
vary the distance between the receivers. 

2. An attachment for a head set having a 
band for resting on and embracing the head 
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and terminating in collars in which receiver 
stems are supported, said attachment com 
prising a pair of members having means for 
engaging the receiver supporting stems, and 
means for rocking said members together 7 
with the stems and collars simultaneously in 
opposite directions to adjust the receivers to 
and from the ears. 

3. An attachment for a head set having a 
band for resting on and embracing the head 
and terminating in collars in which receiver 
stems are supported, said attachment com 
prising a pair of members having means for 
engaging said stems, at spaced points above 
and below said collars, and means for rock 
ing said members to adjust the receivers to 
ward and away from the ears. 

4. An attachment for a head set having a 
head band terminating at its ends in collars 
in which receiver stems are supported, said 
attachment comprising a pair of members having spaced perforated ears adapted to 
receive said stems respectively above and 
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below said collars, and means for rocking 
said members to adjust the receivers about 
said collars as fulcrums. : 

5. An attachment for a head set having a 
band for resting on and embracing the head 
and terminating in collars in which receiver 
stems are supported, said attachment com 
prising a pair of members having spaced 
perforated ears adapted to receive said stems 
at opposite sides of the collars, and threaded 
lineans connected with the respective mem 
hers. and operable to rock the same to adjust 

tance between the receivers. .* 
6. An attachment for a head set having a 

band for resting on and embracing the head 

the receiver stems angularly to vary, the dis 

and terminating in collars in which Feceiver 
stems are supported, said attachment com 
prising: a pair of members engaging the re 
ceiver Supporting stems at spaced points, 
and threaded means connected with the re 
Spective members and operable to rock the 
same and thereby rock the receiver, stems 
about said collars as fulcrums to adjust the 
receivers toward and away from the ears. 
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... The combination with a head set com 
prising a head band, stems mounted for ver. 
tical adjustment in the ends of the band, and 
receivers supported by the stems, of an at 
tachment having means independent of the 
band for connecting the stems and adjust 
able to spread the receivers to relieve the 
pressure upon the ears. 

8. The combination with a head set in 
cluding a head band, stems mounted for 
Vertical adjustment in the ends of the band, 
and receivers supported by the stems, of 
an attachment having means independent of 
the band for connecting the stems and ad 
justable to rock the stems about their con 
nections with the headband as fulcrums. 
9. The combination with a head set in 
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cluding a head band, stems mounted for ver 
tical adjustment in the ends of the band, and 
leceivers supported by the stems, of an at 
tachment comprising a pair of members 
having means independent of the band for 
engaging the receiver supporting stems at 
spaced points, threaded stems pivotally con 
nected with the respective members, and 
threaded means cooperating with said thread 
ed stems for rocking said members to adjust 
said receiver supporting elements about 
their connections with the head band as full 
ClS. 

10. An attachment for a head set having 
; a head band with receiver supporting stems 
mounted in the ends thereof, said attach 
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ment comprising a pair of members, each 
having a pair of laterally extending per 
forated ears parallel to and spaced from 
each other and adapted to receive the re 
ceiver supporting stem on opposite sides of 
its connection with the head band, threaded 
stems pivotally connected with the respec 
tive members, and a turnbuckle operatively 
connected with said threaded stems. 

11. A head support of the character de 
scribed comprising a head band, stems 
mounted in the ends thereof for supporting 
the receivers, and means connecting the 

; stems independent of the head band and op 
erable to rock said stems simultaneously in 
opposite directions about their points of 
connection to the ends of the head band, to 
move the receivers toward and away from 
each other. 

12. A head support of the character de 
scribed comprising a head band, stems 
mounted for vertical adjustment in the ends 
of the band, and means independent of the 
head band for rocking the stems about their 
connections with the head band to adjust 
the relative angular relation thereof. 

13. A head support of the character de 
scribed comprising a flexible head band, 

5 stems mounted in the ends thereof for Sup 
porting the receivers, and means independ 
ent of the head band for simultaneously 
rocking the stems in opposite directions 
and flexing the band to move the receivers 
toward or away from each other. 

14. A head support of the character de 
scribed comprising a head band, stems 
mounted in the ends thereof for supporting 
the receivers, and means connecting the 
stems independently of the head band and 
including two members connected by a turn 
buckle operable to rock the stems simulta 
neously in opposite directions to vary the 
distance between the receivers. 

15. The combination with a head set, com 
prising a head band and stems mounted in 
the ends thereof for supporting the re 
ceivers, of an attachment comprising spaced 
members adapted to embrace the head, 
clamps for removably securing said mem 
bers to the corresponding receiver stems at 
each side of their connection with the head 
band, and means to move the upper ends 
of said members toward or away from each 
other to adjust the receivers toward or away 
from the ears. 

16. An attachment for a head set, com 
prising a pair of opposed members provided 
with connections for detachably engaging 
the receiver stems on the head set, the up 
per portions of said members being curved 
inwardly and having pivoted ends which are 
threaded right and left respectively, and a 
turnbuckle cooperating with said ends and 
adjustable to move the receivers of the head 
set away from the ears of the operator to 
relieve the pressure thereon. 

17. An attachment for a head set, com 
prising a pair of members having curved 
portions, means for detachably Securing said 
members to the receiver stems of the head 
set with the curved portions in opposed re 
lation to each other and adapted to over 
hang the head of the operator independently 
of the head band of the head set, end por 
tions pivoted to the ends of the curved por 
tions and threaded right and left respec 
tively, and a turnbuckle connected with the 
threaded ends and adjustable to relieve the 
pressure on the ears of the operator. 
In testimony, that I claim the foregoing 

as my own, I have hereto affixed my sig 
nature. 

HENDERSON P. CHILDRESS. 
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