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GUSTAV J. GRUENDLER, OF 8T. LOUIS COUNTY, AND NICEOTAS WINDBERG; OF ST,
LOUIS, MISSOURI; SAID WINDBERG ASSIGNOR TO SAID GRUENDLER.

EXTENSIBLE TRACXK.

Application filed QOctober 3, 1925, Serial No. 60,288.

Our invention relates: to extensible tracks
and- more- particularly to extensible tracks
such as used in refrigerators having an ice
container adapted to . move outwardly

s through an opening in a wall of the ice com-
partment of the refrigerator.

Heretofore when an extensible track was
used with refrigerators or other like devices
and was adapted to be normally swung into

0 a substantially vertical position inside an
opening in the wall: of the device and was
also adapted to be swung downwardly into

o substantially horizontal position to sup-

port an ice eontainer or other unit adapted
'3 to be moved outwardly through the opening
in the wall, no convenient and reliable
means had been provided to maintain the
rack in normal vertical position inside the
opening. Turn buttons have been provided
" in some cases to hold the track in nermal

position but this form of catch was not

satisfactory as too many manual operations
were required to operate-it.
"The object of this invention is to provide
25 a catch which is simple in operation and
which will maintain an extensible track in
substantially vertical position inside a door
opening. s
Cur invention is fully shown in the ac-
3 companying drawings wheérein similar let-
ters are used to designate similar parts: Fig,
11sa cross section of a refrigerator emhody-
ing our invention; Fig. 2 is a front eleva-
tion of that part of the refrigerator upon
2 which our invention is used; Fig. 8 shows
details of construction.

In the embodiment of our invention.

shown in the figures, the refrigerator A has
the ice compartment B positioned, prefer-
40 ably, at one end thereof and adapted to
receive the ice container C.  One wall, pref-
erably the rear wall as shown, of the ice
compartment B has an -opening D therein
which opening is normally closed by a door,
45 not shown. The opening D has attached
around its inner edge an inwardly extend-
ing bead E, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The
ice container C is provided at its lower end
with wheels F which rest on rails G when
the ice container is in the ice compartment.
An extensible track H comprising a pair of
rails J is swingably mounted at the lower
edge of the opening D and, in the embodi-
ment shown, on the outer ends of the rails
85 G by means of links V and is adapted to

be swung into a substantially . horizontal
position to serve ag an extension of the rails
G. The track H is normally maintained in
a substantially vertical position .inside of
the opening D by means hereinafter de--
scribed. . The ice' container C - carries a
shield ¥ which, when the ice container is
moved out of the ice compartment onto
the extensible track H, operates to close the
opening in the wall of the refrigerator
through which the ice container is moved
as described and claimed in a prior patent
isstied to Gustav J. Gruendler,. one of the
applicants herein, which patent was -issued
August 29, 1922 and is numbered 1,427,207..

£t the outer end of each of the rails J
of the extensible traclk H is mounted a sup-
porting' member which in thig forra of onr
invention is a leg P. A downwardly pro-

jecting lug L is arranged at the end of each: -

rail J and is adapted to engage the bifur-
cated end M of a leg P. A pin N extends
through the lug L. and the bifurcated end
M whereby each of the legs P are hingedly
mounted on the extensible track, all as clear-
ly shown in Fig. 8. The legs P are con-
nected by a stringer @, so that a movement

.of one leg is imparted to the other of said

legs. ,

Kach of the legs P is, preferably, pro-
vided with the finger R extending longi-
tudinally —outward from the upper end
thereof, and which in the embodiment of
our invention shown in the drawings is at-
tached to the leg. P by means ot the angle:
fitting S formed integral with the finger R
and secured by a bolt T or other suitable

‘means to the leg. As'shown in the draw

ings, the pin N also passes through the base
of the finger R.

The ice container C has the bottom there-
of open so that the water from the melting
ice may drain therefrom and in order that
this water will not drip onto the floor when
the ice container is moved out of the ice
compartment a drip pan U is provided:
to extend between the rails J of the track H.
When the track is moved into vertical posi-
tion the water collected in the drip pan U is
emptied into the space below the ice con-
tainer in the ice compartment.

The operation of our new and improved
extensible track is'as follows :—When the ice
container C is to be moved out of the ice
compartment B, the extensible track H is
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moved into a substantially horizontal posi-
tion as shown by the dotted lines in Fig. 1,
and the legs P’ by their own weight will
move into a position substantially at right

angles to the extensible track H so as to sup-

port the track and the container when the
container is moved out of the ice compart-
ment. After the ice container has been
charged it is moved into the ice compartment
and into the position shown in Fig. 1 and
the extensible track I is swung upwardly, as
shown by the full lines in Fig. 1. The legs
P are held at substantially right angles to
the extensible track H until the track has
been moved into position inside the opening.
Then the outer ends of the legs P are moved
downwardly into position along the exten-
sible track, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and
2, and the fingers R projecting from the end
of each of the legs P engage the bead E at
the upper edge of the opening D whereby
the extensible track H is maintained in ver-
tical position inside said opening. A door,
not shown, is then moved to close the open-
ing. When it is desired to move the exten-
sible track H out of vertical position down
in to horizontal position, the legs P are
raised into the position shown by the dotted
lines in the upper part of Fig. 1 thereby dis-
engaging the fingers R from the bead 18 and
allowing the extensible track to be swung
downwardly into horizontal position.

While in the drawings and specification

‘Therein we have shown and described our in-

vention as applied to a refrigerator it may
be readily understood that our extensible
tracl may be used with a number of similar
devices and still come within the scope of
the invention as claimed. Also, the various
parts of our device may be changed and va-
ried within wide limits without deviating
from the spirit of our invention.

What we clam as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is:—

1. The combination with a wall hav-
ing an opening therein of a traclk swing-
ably mounted at an edge of said opening so
as to be movable about a substantially hori-
zontal axis, a supporting member hingedly
mounted on said track and arranged to sup-
port said track in horizontal position, and a

catch mounted so as to be moved to engage
said wall by a movement of said supporting
member in relation to said track whereby
said track may be maintained in a vertical
position in said opening.

9. The combination with a wall having an
opening therein of a track swingably mount-
ed at the lower edge of said opening so as to
be movable about a substantially horizontal
axis, a leg hingedly mounted near the outer
end of said track and arranged to support
said track in horizontal position and a catch
mounted so as to be moved to engage said
wall adjacent said opening by a movement
of said leg in relation to said track whereby
said track may be maintained in a vertical
position.

3. The combination with a door frame of a
track swingably mounted at the lower edge
of said frame so as to be movable about a
substantially horizontal axis, a pair of legs
hingedly mounted near the outer end of said
track and arranged to support said track
in horizontal position, one of said legs hav-
ing a finger extending longitudinally out-
ward from the upper end thereof and adapt-
ed and arranged to engage the upper edge of
said door frame when said track and said
legs are moved into a substantially vertical
position.

4. The combination with a door frame of
a track swingably mounted at the lower edge
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of said frame so as to be movable about a

substantially horizontal axis, a pair of legs
hingedly mounted near the outer edge ot
said track and arranged to support said
track in horizontal position, a stringer con-
necting said legs so that movement of one of
said legs will be imparted to the other of
said legs, one of said legs having a finger ex-
tending longitudinally outward from the
upper end thereof and adapted and ar-
ranged to engage the upper edge of said
door frame when said track and said legs
are moved inside of said opening into a sub-
stantially vertical position.

Tn witness whereof we have signed our
names to this specification.

GUSTAV J. GRUENDLER.
NICKOLAS WINDBERG.
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