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The present invention relates to certain new and useful
improvements in a novel attachmeat for a ladder and has
reference, more in particular, to a readily applicable and
removable bracket embodying a holder for a paint bucket,

An object of the invention is to structurally, functionally
and otherwise improve wpon similarly constructed and
performing bucket holders (variously referred to as racks,
hooks, attaching brackets and so on) and, in doing so,
to provide a suitable and desirable adaptation which will
meet with the practical and economical manufacturing re-
quirements of manufacturers and the needs of ladder users,
particularly painters.

As Is perhaps evident from the preceding description the
art to which the invention relates is generally well ad-
vanced. In fact, many and varied styles and forms of
bucket holders have been devised by persons working in
this particular line of endeavor. Nevertheless and not-
withstanding this active state of the art it is believed that
the instant endeavor involves a simple, practical and eco-
nomical holder and bracketing hook which not only sat-
isfactorily serves the purposes for which it is intended but
features several worthwhile improvements. To this end
and in carrying out the preferred embediment of the in-
vention the bucket holding part of the bracket or attach-
ment comprises a bucket encircling band which when it
is tightened securely grips the bucket so that the bucket
and attachment become a combination entity and permit
the user to catch hold of the handle of the bucket and

take it up and down the ladder as painting and other

requirements call for,

1t is also to be pointed out that the construction is such
that it can be satisfactorily utilized as a tool carrier for
mechanics and tradesmen who are required to work from
ladders. This is to say that instead of embracing and
attaching a bucket of paint an empty bucket may be held
in the holder and be used to store insertable and remov-
able small articles and items such as nails, punches, screw
drivers, hammers and so on.

Further novelty is predicated on a bucket holding
attachment or bracket wherein two principal component
parts are utilized. One part comprises a length of strap
metal of suitable bendability and rigidity which has a
vertical leg with a rung hook at the upper end and which
has a horizontal leg or arm, the end portion of which is
bent upon itself to provide a bucket encircling band. In
addition a stabilizing member is also utilized as will be
hereinafter pointed out.

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective showing a fragmentary
portion of a rung-equipped ladder, illustrating a paint
bucket (either empty or fall) and showing how the bucket
is mounted in the improved holder and how the holder is
attached and used on the ladder. .

FIG. 2 is a section on the vertical line 2—2 of FIG. 1
looking in the direction of the arrows.

FiG. 3 is a horizontal section on the line 3—3 of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a view in perspective of the complete ready-
to-use bracket or attachment.

Attention is directed first to FIG. 1 wherein the ladder
is fragmentarily shown and wherein the rungs are denoted
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at A and the rail or stile of the ladder at B. For purposes
of explanation it can be assumed that the inner flat vertical
surface of the stile is denoted at C and the other one at D.

The attachment, using the word broadly, comprises the
already mentioned bracket which includes as a component
part a holder. As already mentioned this bracket is
principally made up of two component parts, one of which
is denoted at 6 and the other one at 8. The part 6 is
fashioned from a length of strap metal which- may be
bent to assume the shape of the parts illustrated but which
is nevertheless strong, durable and rigid. The vertical leg
or arm is denoted by the numeral 16 and the upper end
of this is fashioned into a bent portion 12 which may be
described as a hook. This hook is obviously engageable
over the rung of the ladder and the longitudinal edge 14
which is linearly straight is adapted to bear firmly and
flatwise against the surface C in the manner shown. The
second arm or limb is horizontal and therefore at right
angles to the arm 16 and is joined by a suitably angled
twist or bend 16. One portion thereof 18 is adapted to
rest against the coacting edge 26 and in fact it extends
across_the edge and beyond the surface D. The outer
end portion is then curved into a return bent portion 22
and is further bent as at 24 to provide a collar-like band
which embraces the body of the bucket 26. . The free end
portion 28 is at right angles to the arm and it is then
laterally bent out at 3¢ to form what may be described
as a foot. This foot is held by the threaded shank 31 of an
assembling and retaining bolt which passes through the
foot and the arm and which carries a thumb nut 32 in the
manner shown in FIG: 3.

The stabilizing member 8 may be of some construction
other than that shown but it is preferably formed from a

. relatively short length of angle iron which embodies one

flange 34 riveted or otherwise secured against the median
portion of the arm as at 36 and a right angularly disposed
flange 38 which is adapted to rest against the surface D
of the ladder stile. :

It will be obvious that the over-all bracket or rack
is designed to be easily slipped on and off a paint bucket.
The hook 12 obviously fits over the desired rung on the
ladder and the leg 18 extends down alongside the interior
surface where the edge 14 rests against the surface C.
The junctional end portion 18 of the horizontal arm
rests atop the edge 20 and positions the collar-like bucket
encircling band outwardly at the desired position for con-
venient use. This coliar-like member constitutes the
holder which may be referred to as an entity by the nu-
meral 23, This part 23 is such that it holds the bucket
in a level position and when the paint bucket is inserted
it becomes, in effect, one with the bracket or attachment
making it possible to handle the assembly as a unit when
ascending or descending the ladder. It is clear that
when the rack is hooked on the desired ladder rung it
holds the mouth of the bucket away from the ladder so
that it is clear of any obstruction and offers clear access
to the paint in the bucket when using the brush.

While the rack has been described as being constructed
from strap metal or flat bar material, it is pointed out
that any shape .of metal could be employed such as rod,
wire, bars or the like. Also, the rack and the stabilizer
can be made of unitary or one-piece construction rather

-than of two-piece construction as disclosed in the draw-

ings. Also, it is within the purview of the present in-
vention to provide a structure capable of being connected
to the ladder from the back as well as the front. This
would require only slight modification to the structure
such as reversing the bends and the like. Also, the col-
lar-like band which is disclosed as encircling the bucket
may be constructed in the form of a split resilient band.
For example, the portions 28 and 36 may be omitted
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and the resilent nature of the band then will frictionally
engage and retain the ‘bucket.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired fo limit the invention
to the exact construction and operation shown and de-
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope
of thé invention as claimed. -

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. A paint bucket supporting attachment for a paint-
er’s ladder having spaced rails and intervening rungs at-
tached to the rails, said attachment comprising a bracket
formed from a length of strap metal having a vertical
suspension leg at one end and a horizontal comple-
mental leg having an inner end joined to the lower end
of said first leg, said first leg being provided at an upper
end with a hook to be releasably hung over a selected
rung on said ladder, that portion of the horizontal leg
adjacent to the vertical leg being adapted to extend
across a forward edge of a cooperating rail of the lad-
der and having an outer end portion projecting welll be-
yond the outer surface of said rail and provided with a
collar, said collar being adapted to snugly surround and
support a paint bucket, said collar having a terminal end
portion embodying a lateral foot superimposed upon and
secured to a surface of the median portion of said hori-
zontal leg, and a stabilizing member having an upper

end secured to a median portion of the second-named -

leg and having its major ‘portion depending below the
lower edge of the second legs, said stabilizing member
being at an angle oblique to the plane of said first and
second legs and having an inward lengthwise edge -de-
signed and ‘adapted to reside in firm contact with a co-
operating exterior surface of said rail.

2. A paint bucket supporting and handling device con-

structed and adapted for attachment to a painter’s lad-
der comprising: a readily attachable and detachable
bracket embodying a vertical leg provided at an upper
end ‘with a hook which is adapted to be hung over a
rung of the ladder, said leg being clongated and having
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an outwardly disposed straight lengthwise edge which is -

adapted to contact and rest firmly against a surface of
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the cooperating stile of said ladder, a companion leg
joined at an inward end to the lower end of said first~
named leg and extending at right angles in respect to
the lengthwise dimension of said first leg and of a length .
appreciably greater than the length of said first leg, said
second leg being adapted to occupy a horizontal position
when said attachment is being used on said ladder-and -
being adapted to extend across a forward surface of
said stile in a manner to be supported in part by the
stile, the outward end of said second leg being formed
into a circular ring which is adapted to snugly embrace
and support said paint bucket, and a rigid bracket sta-
ibilizing member secured to a median portion of said
second leg and being disposed at right angles to the axis of
the second leg and depending below the plane of the
second leg and said ring and being spaced a prescribed
distance from said first leg and being designed to reside
in firm contact with the exterior surface of said stile,
and wherein said second leg being tangential to that
side ‘of the ring with which it is connected, whereby the
ring is caused to assume a position projecting forwardly -
of .said legs and also said stabilizing member. :
3. The structure defined in claim 2 and wherein said
stabilizing member comprises an angle iron having an
upper end portion of one flange secured to the cooperat-
ing surface of said second leg, having its major portion B
depending below the plane of said second leg and hav- -
ing its other flange projecting rearwardly beyond said
leg in a position at right angles to the second leg and dis-. -
posed in a position substantially parallel with the length-:
wise dimension of ‘the first leg being obliquely inclined
to reside firmly against the cooperating surface of the
ladder stile. . ) ) :
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