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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Trropore Dori, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Nora
Springs, in the county of Floyd and State of
Towa, hfwe invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Furniture- Casters, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
furniture casters of the class wherein provi-
sicn is made for withdrawing the caster
when not in use, and has for one of its ob-
jects to simplify and improve the construc-
tion and increase the efficiency and utility of
devices of this character.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character wherein the
actuating mechanism is concealed from view
so that the attachment does not present any
different appearance from an ordinary cas-
ter.

With these and other objects in view, the
1nvent10n consists in certaln novel features
of construction as hereafter shown and de-
scribed and then specifically pointed out in
the claims.

The improved device may be applied . to
any of the various articles of furniture upon
which casters are employed, such as tables,
chairs, desks, couches, pianos, organs, bed-
steads and the like, and it is not desired
therefore to limit the invention to any spe-
cific article of furniture to which it may be
applied, but for the purpose of illustration
is shown applied to a conventional table leg,
and in the drawings thus employed : Figure 1
is a sectional elevation with the caster in pro-
jected position; Fig. 2 is a similar view with
the caster in withdrawn position; Fig. 8 is a
front view of a portion of a table 1eg illus-
trating the arrangement of the slot in which
the rods operate.

The improved device is shown applied to
a table leg represented conventionally at 10
and is prov1cled with a relatively large cav-
ity indicated at 11 in its lower end, the cav-
ity being preferably lined with a metal cas-
sing 12. The casing 12 will be preferably
employed as the strength of the device is
thereby materially 1ncreased but it will be
understood that the casing is not an essen-
tial feature of the invention. The leg 10 is
provided with a longitudinal bore indicated
at 18 and enlarged at its lower end as shown
at 14, the bore and its enlargement commu-
nica,ting with the cavity 11, as shown. Ex-
tending transversely through the casing 12

and the cavity 11, is a shaft 15, and con-
nected to this shaft is a caster frame 16
having the caster wheel 17, as shown. . Any
of the various forms of casters may be em-
ployed and it is not desired therefore to
limit the invention in this respect. Extend-
ing upwardly from the frame 16 is a shank
18 and slidably disposed within the bore 13
is an operating rod 19. At its lower end the
rod 19 is pivoted at 20 to a link 21, the lat-
ter being in turn pivoted at 22 at its lower
end to the upper end of the shank 18 of the
frame 16. The rod 19, the link 21 and the
shank 18 are of the same size and circular
transversely, and the joints which connect
the three parts 19—21—18 conform to the
cylindrical outline of the three parts so that
a sleeve 28 will readily move without ob-
struction or unnecessary friction over the
three parts. By this arrangement when the
three parts 18—21—19 are in longitudinal
alinement the sleeve may be engaO‘ed there-
over and serve as a locking element thereto
as shown in Fig. 1

A transverse recess 24 is formed in the
body of the leg 10 and communicates with
the upper end of the bore 13, and the rod
19 is provided with a lateral offset 25 which
projects through the recess 24 and beyond
the outer face of the leg 10 to form a finger
grip to enable the rod to be manipulated.
Located within the recess 24 is a stop pin
or lug 26 while the offset 25 is provided with
a recess 27 to engage over the lug. The lug
thus forms a suitable catch with which the
offset 25 is engaged when the rod 19 is in
its upward position and thus locks the rod
and holds the parts 19—21—18 in vertical
alinement as shown in Fig. 1. The recess 24
is relatively long, and connected at 28 to the
sleeve 23, is another rod 29 which extendsup-
wardly through a suitable bore in the leg 10
and into the recess 24 and is provided with

a lateral offset 30 similar to the offset 25

and projecting beyond the outer face of
the leg 10 to provide a suitable finger-grip
to enable the sleeve to be manipulated.
With the device thus constructed, the op-
eration is as follows: When it is desired to
dispose the casters in operative position the
table is slighely elevated to relieve the cas-
ters of the weight of the table and the rod
19 elevated by pressure applied to the pro-
jecting offset 25 and the lafter coupled. to
the catch 26 as shown in Fig. 1. The rod
29 is then depressed by pressure applied to
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the offset 30 to cause the sleeve 23 to move
downwardly over the alined members 19—
21—18 and thus lock them in their alined
positions with the caster projecting below
the leg in position to support the table or
other article of furniture. By this simple
means an efficient caster device is produced.
When it is desired to release the caster the
rod 29 is moved upwardly by pressure ap-
plied to- the projection 30 and the offset
25 released from its catch 26 when the
welght of the table will immediately dispose
the caster and its connections in the position
shown in Fig. 2 with the bottom of the leg
bearing upon the floor and the caster device
concealed entirely within the casing 12.

The improved device is simple in con-
struction, can be inexpensively manufac-
tured and applied to various articles of fur-
niture without material change either to the
furniture or the attachment.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is:—

1. In a device of the class described, a
frame adapted to be swingingly suppmted
upon an article of furniture and carrying a
caster, an operating. rod, a link pivoted re-
speetively to said rod and to said frame, a
sleeve slidable over said rod and frame and
likewise over said link, means for actuat-
ing sald rod, and means for actuating said
sleeve.

2. The combination with an article of fur-
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niture having a longitudinal bore and a
transverse recess communicating with the
bore, of a frame swingingly supported upon
said article of furniture, a caster, carried by

said frame, an operating rod movable in said
bor and with a lateral offset extending
through said recess, a link pivoted respec-
’uvely to said rod aid to said frame, a sleeve
slidable over said rod and frame and like-
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wise over said link, another rod connected..

to said sleeve and provided with an offset
extending through said recess.

3. The combination with an article of fur-
niture having a longitudinal bore and a trans-
verse recess communicating with the bore, a
catch within the recess, a frame swingingly
supported upon said article of furniture, a
caster carried by said frame, an operating
rod movable in said bore and with a lateral
offset extending through said rvecess and
adapted to engage said catch when the rod
1s in_elevated position, a link pivoted re-
spectively to said rod and to said frame, a
sleeve slidable over said rod and frame and
likewise over said link, another rod con-
nected to said sleeve and provided with an
offset extending through said recess.

In testimony Wheleof I afix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THEODORE DOLIL.

Witnesses:

Karovuine B. Dorr,
Lourrra A. Moopy.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D, C.”
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