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FLORAL SLEEVE WITH DECORATIVE 
DEPLOYABLE FLAP 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a continuation of U.S. Ser. No. 
11/130,001, filed May 16, 2005; which is a divisional of U.S. 
Ser. No. 10/638,137, filed Aug. 8, 2003, now U.S. Pat. No. 
7,000,350, issued Feb. 21, 2006. The contents of each of the 
above-referenced patent applications are hereby expressly 
incorporated herein by reference in their entirety. 

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY 
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT 

0002) Not Applicable. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

0003. This invention generally relates to floral sleeves, 
and more particularly, sleeves used to wrap flower pots 
containing floral groupings and/or mediums containing flo 
ral groupings, and methods of using the same. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0004 FIG. 1 is an elevational view of a sleeve having 
one flap, constructed in accordance with the present inven 
tion. 

0005 FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of the sleeve of 
F.G. 1. 

0006 FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the sleeve of FIG. 
1 with the body open and the flap disposed in a storage 
position. 

0007 FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the sleeve of FIG. 
1 with the body open and the flap disposed in a receiving 
position. 

0008 FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the sleeve of FIG. 
1 with the body open and the flap disposed in a deployed 
position with a potted plant disposed therein. 

0009 FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view of the sleeve of 
F.G. S. 

0010 FIG. 7 is an elevational view of a sleeve having 
two flaps, constructed in accordance with the present inven 
tion. 

0011 
FIG 7. 

0012 FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the sleeve of FIG. 
7 with the body open and the flaps disposed in a storage 
position. 

0013 FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the sleeve of FIG. 
7 with the body open and the flaps disposed in a receiving 
position. 

0014 FIG. 11 is a perspective view of the sleeve of FIG. 
7 with the body open and the flaps disposed in a deployed 
position with a potted plant disposed therein. 

FIG. 8 is a cross sectional view of the sleeve of 

0015 FIG. 12 is a cross sectional view of the sleeve of 
FIG 11. 
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0016 FIG. 13 is an elevational view of a sleeve with an 
upper sleeve portion extending from the upper end of the 
sleeve. 

0017 FIG. 14 is an elevational view of a sleeve with an 
upper sleeve portion extending a short distance from the 
upper end of the sleeve, the upper sleeve portion having 
holes for the prongs of a wicket. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0018. The invention contemplated herein a sleeve for 
containing a pot having a floral grouping disposed therein or 
for containing a floral grouping, with or without a growth or 
retaining medium. In a preferred embodiment, the sleeve has 
a body and a flap disposed within and attached to the body. 
The flap is adapted to placed in a deployed position extend 
ing inwardly from an inner peripheral Surface of the body 
when a pot and a floral grouping and growing medium has 
been disposed withing the sleeve. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

0019. Shown in FIGS. 1 through 6 and designated 
therein by the general reference numeral 10 is a flexible bag 
known in the art as a sleeve. The sleeve 10 has a body 12 and 
preferably is constructed in a flattened state which is open 
able into an opened condition for containing a pot or floral 
grouping. The body 12 is preferably tapered from a lower 
end 16 toward a larger diameter at an upper end 14 as shown 
in FIG. 1 wherein the body 12 has a substantially frusto 
conical shape when opened. In the flattened state the body 
12 may have an overall trapezoidal, modified trapezoidal or 
contoured (non-linear) shape. It will be appreciated, how 
ever, that the body 12 may comprise variations on the 
aforementioned shapes or may comprise significantly 
altered shapes such as square or rectangular, wherein the 
body 12 when opened has a cylindrical form, as long as the 
body 12 functions in accordance with the present invention 
in the manner described herein. 

0020. As shown in FIG. 1, the body 12 has the upper end 
14, the lower end 16 and an outer peripheral surface 18. The 
body 12 initially has a flattened state and in its flattened state 
the body 12 has a first edge 24, a second edge 26, a first 
panel 28 and a second panel 30 (FIG. 2). In an opened 
configuration (FIG. 3), the body 12 has an opening 32 at the 
upper end 14. Preferably, the body 12 is closed at the lower 
end 16. In one embodiment, the lower end 16, when closed, 
has a gusset (not shown) but as shown in FIG. 1 is simply 
sealed along a lower edge 34. The first panel 28 has a first 
inner peripheral surface 36 and the second panel 30 has a 
second inner peripheral surface 38 (FIG. 2) which together, 
when the body 12 is opened, cooperate to define and 
encompass an interior space 39. When present, the gusset 
may be constructed in a manner well known by those of 
ordinary skill in the art. Therefore, further description of the 
gussets is not deemed necessary herein. 
0021. The body 12 preferably comprises a base portion 
40, which is sized to surround a pot 41 (FIGS. 5 and 6) 
when the pot 41 is placed in the sleeve 10, and a decorative 
skirt portion 42 which preferably extends beyond an upper 
rim of the pot 41 when the pot 41 is disposed within the base 
portion 40 of the body 12. The skirt portion 42 may extend 
straight from or at an angle, inwardly or outwardly, from the 
base portion 40. 
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0022. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the body 12 of the 
sleeve 10 has a flap 46 attached to a portion of the first inner 
peripheral surface 36 or second inner peripheral surface 38 
of the body 12, for example, the flap 46 is attached to the 
skirt portion 42 near the base portion 40 of the body 12. The 
flap 46 is connected at an attached area 48 and has an 
extending portion 50 which extends a distance from the 
attached area 48. The attached area 48 may be positioned at 
any location on the first inner peripheral surface 36 or 
second inner peripheral surface 38 as long as the flap 46 
functions in accordance with the present invention. 

0023. In one embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 1-3, the 
flap 46 is downwardly oriented while in a storage position 
wherein the flap 46 rests substantially against the inner 
peripheral surface 36 of the body 12. When the sleeve 10 is 
in an open configuration, the flap 46 can be disposed in an 
upward orientation (FIG. 4) by pivoting the flap 46 
upwardly near the upper end 14 of the sleeve 10 to enable 
the sleeve 10 to receive a pot or floral grouping. In the open 
configuration, the flap 46 preferably extends above the upper 
end 14 of the body 12, where an inner curvature of the body 
12 acts to maintain the flap 46 in an upward orientation. 
Once the pot 41 is disposed into the base portion 40 of the 
opened body 12 of the sleeve 10, the flap 46 can be 
maintained in a deployed position (FIGS. 5 and 6), wherein 
the flap 46 extends substantially inwardly from the first inner 
peripheral surface 36, so that the extending portion 50 rests 
upon or above a growing or retaining medium 64 in the pot 
41 (FIG. 6). 
0024. During operation, the sleeve 10 is opened in antici 
pation of disposing the pot 41 within the interior space 39 of 
the body 12. After opening, the flap 46 is moved from the 
storage position (FIG. 1-3) to the receiving position (FIG. 
4). After the pot 41 is disposed in the sleeve 10, the flap 46 
is then moved from the receiving position to the deployed 
position (FIGS. 5 and 6), thus bringing the flap 46 adjacent 
or covering the growing medium 64 and optionally securing 
the sleeve 10 about the pot 41. 
0025. When the flap 46 is in the deployed position 
(FIGS. 5 and 6), the flap 46 may also serve as a means for 
securing the sleeve 10 in a position about the pot 41. 
Alternately, a bonding material or other securing element 
may be used to secure the sleeve 10 about the pot 41 having 
a floral grouping 66 therein when Such a pot 41 is disposed 
within the sleeve 10. 

0026. While a peripheral edge 68 (FIGS. 1-6) of the flap 
46 is depicted as being Substantially horizontal or arcuate, 
the peripheral edge 68 can be of any shape including round, 
inverted round, Scalloped, inverted Scalloped, sine wave, 
Zig-Zag. Square wave, diagonal, repeating diagonal or any 
other shape. 

0027. The flap 46 may be connected to the body 12 by a 
weld strip, by a series of weld points, an adhesive material, 
a cohesive material, a tape, a staple, or any other method 
known in the art for connecting one sheet of material to 
another. The flap 46 could also be detachable from the body 
12 of the sleeve 10 via a detaching element near the 
respective attached areas 48. 
0028. While the flap 46 is shown as being pre-connected 
to the body 12, the flap 46, in an alternate embodiment, 
could be connectable to the body 12 after the pot 41 is 
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disposed into the sleeve 10. In this embodiment, the body 12 
of the sleeve 10 would be opened in anticipation of receiving 
the pot 41 into the body 12. The pot 41 would be disposed 
in the body 12, then the flap 46 would be connected to the 
body 12 to form the sleeve 10. Preferably, the flap 46 would 
be connected to the body 12 in the receiving position. Once 
connected, the flap 46 would then be disposed in the 
deployed position. 

0029. The flap 46 may be clear, colored, or printed, as 
disclosed above for the entire sleeve 10. In the preferred 
embodiment, the flap 46 has the same decoration as the body 
12 of the sleeve 10. 

0030 The flap 46 may be constructed of any material, as 
described herein for the body 12 or for the entire sleeve 10. 
In the preferred embodiment, the flap 46 is constructed of 
the same material as the sleeve 10. 

0031. The flap 46 can serve a number of functions. In one 
embodiment, the flap 46 is constructed of a water imper 
meable material and serves to condense ambient water 
evaporated from the growing medium 64 to minimize or 
prevent water loss. Such a flap 46 could also be useful to 
funnel water or other chemicals into the pot 41. When a 
thicker, or denser, or insulative material is used to construct 
the flap 46, the flap 46 can be used to maintain or stabilize 
the temperature of the growing medium 64 in the pot 41. 

0032. When a fibrous material, such as fiber, cloth, bur 
lap, or fabric is used to construct the flap 46, the flap 46 can 
be used as a wick. In one embodiment, the flap 46 can be 
used to wick away moisture from the growing or retaining 
medium 64. In another embodiment, the flap 46 can be 
saturated with water, to keep the growing medium 64 wet. 
The flap 46 can also be impregnated with a chemical Such as 
a fertilizer, an insect repellant, an insecticide, a fungicide, a 
herbicide, a bactericide or any other desirable chemical to 
aid in the maintenance of the growing medium 64 and the 
floral grouping 66. The flap 46 can be impregnated with a 
crystalizing chemical by immersion in a solution Super 
saturated with the crystalizing chemical. By lowering the 
temperature, the chemical can be made to crystalize around 
the flap 46, thus allowing the flap 46 to disperse the chemical 
in a time-released fashion. Alternatively, the flap 46 can be 
soaked with a chemical mixed with layers of a slowly 
dissolving gel, thus facilitating a timed release of the chemi 
cal. 

0033. As described above, the flap 46 can be made of a 
fibrous material. This includes materials that change color 
when wet. Use of such fibrous materials, in combination 
with the wicking properties of fibrous materials can provide 
the flap 46 with the ability to indicate the moisture level of 
the growing medium 64, thus giving the flap 46 the ability 
to indicate when the floral grouping 66 needs watering. 

0034) A primary use of the flap 46 is as a means for 
decoratively covering the growing medium 64 in the pot 41. 
As such, the flap 46 can be colored to simulate the appear 
ance of the growing medium 64, thus concealing the pres 
ence of the flap 46. It should be understood that while the 
various uses of the flap 46 are separately enumerated, any 
combination of the above uses for the flap 46 falls within the 
Scope of this invention. 
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0035. The flap 46 can be any shape such as round, 
semicircular, triangular, polygonal or any other shape which 
allows the flap 46 to function in accordance with the present 
invention. 

0.036 When the flap 46 is in the deployed position 
(FIGS. 5 and 6), the material of the extending portion 50 
may tend to deform as the extending portion 50 approaches 
the center of the interior space 39 thereby permitting the flap 
46 to conform to the shape of the growing or retaining 
medium 64, and allows the flap 46 to be wrapped about a 
stem of the floral grouping 66. In order to control or promote 
the deformation, the flap 46 may have folds disposed 
thereon. Furthermore, instead of or with such folds, the flap 
46 may have slits to facilitate disposition of the flap 46 in the 
deployed position. 
0037 Shown in FIGS. 7-12 is an alternate embodiment 
of the sleeve of the present invention designated by the 
general reference numeral 110. The sleeve 110 is similar to 
sleeve 10 in that the sleeve 110 has a body 112 and 
preferably is constructed in a flattened state which is open 
able into an opened condition for containing a pot or floral 
grouping as describes elsewhere herein. Sleeve 110, how 
ever, differs from sleeve 10 in that sleeve 110 has a pair of 
flaps rather than a single flap. The body 112 is preferably 
tapered from a lower end 116 toward a larger diameter at an 
upper end 114 as shown in FIG. 7, wherein the body 112 has 
a Substantially frusto-conical shape when opened. In its 
flattened state the body 112 may have an overall trapezoidal, 
modified trapezoidal or contoured (non-linear) shape. It will 
be appreciated, however, that the body 112 may comprise 
variations on the aforementioned shapes or may comprise 
significantly altered shapes such as Square or rectangular, 
wherein the body 112 when opened has a cylindrical form, 
as long as the body 112 functions in accordance with the 
present invention in the manner described herein. 
0038. As shown in FIG. 7, the body 112 has an outer 
peripheral surface 118 as well as the upper end 114 and a 
lower end 116. The body 112 initially has a flattened state 
and in its flattened state the body 112 has a first edge 124, 
a second edge 126, a first panel 128 and a second panel 130 
(FIG. 8). In an opened configuration (FIG. 9), the body 112 
has an opening 132 at the upper end 114. Preferably, the 
body 112 is closed at the lower end 116. Preferably the lower 
end 116, when closed, has a gusset (not shown) but as shown 
in FIG. 7 is simply sealed along a lower edge 134. The first 
panel 128 has a first inner peripheral surface 136 (FIG. 8) 
and the second panel 130 has a second inner peripheral 
surface 138 (FIG. 8) which together, when the body 112 is 
opened, cooperate to define and encompass an interior space 
139. When present, the gusset may be constructed in a 
manner well known by those of ordinary skill in the art, as 
explained above. Therefore, further description of the gus 
sets is not deemed necessary herein. 
0.039 The body 112 preferably comprises a base portion 
140, which is sized to surround a pot 141 (FIGS. 11 and 12) 
when the pot 141 is placed in the sleeve 110, and a 
decorative skirt portion 142 which preferably extends 
beyond an upper rim of the pot 141 when the pot 141 is 
disposed within the base portion 140 of the body 112. The 
skirt portion 142 may extend straight from or at angle, 
inwardly or outwardly, from the base portion 140. 
0040. As shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, the body 112 of the 
sleeve 110 has a first flap 146 attached to a portion of the first 
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inner peripheral surface 136 of the body 112, for example, 
the first flap 146 is attached to the skirt portion 142 near the 
base portion 140 of the body 112. The flap 146 is connected 
at an attached area 148 and has an extending portion 150 
which extends a distance from the attached area 148. The 
attached area 148 may be positioned at any location on the 
first inner peripheral surface 136 or second inner peripheral 
surface 138 as long as the flap 146 functions in accordance 
with the present invention. 
0041) Shown in FIG. 8, the body 112 of the sleeve 110 
has a second flap 152 attached to a portion of the second 
inner peripheral surface 138 of the body 112, for instance, 
the second flap 152 is attached to the skirt portion 142 near 
the base portion 140 of the body 112. The flap 152 is 
connected at an attached area 154 and has an extending 
portion 156 which extends a distance from the attached area 
154. The attached area 154 may be positioned at any location 
on the second inner peripheral surface 138 as long as the flap 
152 functions in accordance with the present invention. 
0042. In one embodiment, as shown in FIGS. 7-9, the 
flaps 146 and 152 are downwardly oriented in a storage 
position wherein the flaps 146 and 152 rest substantially 
against the respective inner peripheral surfaces 136 and 138 
of the body 112. When the sleeve 110 is in an open 
configuration, the flaps 146 and 152 can be disposed in an 
upward orientation (FIG. 10) by pivoting the flaps 146 and 
152 upwardly near the upper end 114 of the sleeve 110 to 
enable the sleeve 110 to receive the pot 141 and/or a floral 
grouping 166. In the open configuration, the flaps 146 and 
152 preferably extend above the upper end 114 of the body 
112, where an inner curvature of the body 112 may act to 
maintain the flaps 146 and 152 in an upward orientation. 
Once the pot 141 is disposed into the base portion 140 of the 
opened body 112 of the sleeve 110, the flaps 146 and 152 can 
be maintained in a deployed position (FIGS. 11 and 12), 
where the flaps 146 and 152 extend substantially inwardly 
from the respective inner peripheral surfaces 136 and 138 
(FIG. 12), so that the extending portions 150 and 156 rest 
upon or above a growing or retaining medium 164 in the pot 
141. 

0043. During operation, the sleeve 110 is opened in 
anticipation of disposing the pot 141 within the interior 
space 139 of the body 112. After opening, the flaps 146 and 
152 are moved from the storage position (FIGS. 7-9) to the 
receiving position (FIG. 10). After the pot 141 is disposed 
in the sleeve 110, the flaps 146 and 152 are then moved from 
the receiving position to the deployed position (FIGS. 11 
and 12), thus bringing the flaps 146 and 152 adjacent to or 
covering the growing medium 164 and/or lower position of 
the floral grouping 166 and optionally securing the sleeve 
110 about the pot 141. 
0044) When the flaps 146 and 152 are in the deployed 
position (FIGS. 11 and 12), the flaps 146 and 152 may also 
serve as a means for securing the sleeve 110 in a position 
about the pot 141. Alternately, a bonding material or other 
securing element may be used to secure the sleeve 110 about 
the pot 141 having the floral grouping 166 therein when such 
a pot 141 is disposed within the sleeve 110. 
0045 While peripheral edges 168 and 170 (FIGS. 7-12) 
of the flaps 146 and 152 are depicted as being substantially 
horizontal or arcuate, the peripheral edges 168 and 170 can 
be of any shape including round, inverted round, Scalloped, 
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inverted Scalloped, sine wave, Zig-Zag, square wave, diago 
nal, repeating diagonal or any other shape. 

0046) The flaps 146 and 152 may be connected to the 
body 112 by a weld strip, by a series of weld points, an 
adhesive material, a cohesive material, a tape, a staple, or 
any other method known in the art for connecting one sheet 
of material to another. The flaps 146 and 152 could also be 
detachable from the body 112 of the sleeve 110 via a 
detaching element near the respective attached areas 148 and 
154. 

0047 While the flaps 146 and 152 are shown as being 
pre-connected to the body 112, the flaps 146 and 152, in an 
alternate method, could be connectable to the body 112 after 
the pot 141 was disposed into the sleeve 110. In this 
embodiment, the body 112 of the sleeve 110 would be 
opened in anticipation of receiving the pot 141 into the body 
112. The pot 141 would be disposed in the body 112. After 
that, the flaps 146 and 152 would be connected to the body 
112 to form the sleeve 110. Preferably, the flaps 146 and 152 
would be connected to the body 112 in the receiving 
position. Once connected, the flaps 146 and 152 would then 
be disposed in the deployed position. 

0.048. The flaps 146 and 152 may be clear, colored, or 
printed, as disclosed above for the entire sleeve 110. In the 
preferred embodiment, the flaps 146 and 152 have the same 
decoration as the body 112 of the sleeve 110. 
0049. The flaps 146 and 152 may be constructed of any 
material, as described herein for the body 112 or for the 
entire sleeve 110. In the preferred embodiment, the flaps 146 
and 152 are constructed of the same material as the sleeve 
110. 

0050 Flaps 146 and 152 function in a manner similar to 
flap 46 of sleeve 10, as described earlier. 
0051. The flaps 146 and 152 can be any shape such as 
round, semicircular, triangular, polygonal or any other shape 
which allows the flaps 146 and 152 to function in accordance 
with the present invention. 
0052. When the flaps 146 and 152 are in the deployed 
position (FIGS. 11 and 12), the material of the extending 
portions 150 and 156 may tend to deform as the extending 
portions 150 and 156 approach the center of the interior 
space 139, thereby permitting the flaps 146 and 152 to 
conform to the shape of the growing or retaining medium 
164, and allows the flaps 146 and 152 to be wrapped about 
a stem of the floral grouping 166. In order to control or 
promote the deformation, the flaps 146 and 152 may have 
folds disposed thereon. Furthermore, instead of or with such 
folds, the flaps 146 and 152 may have slits to facilitate 
disposition of the flaps 146 and 152 in the deployed position. 

0053 Another embodiment, as shown in FIG. 13 and 
designated therein by the general reference numeral 210 is 
a flexible bag known in the art as a sleeve. The sleeve 210 
is similar in construction to the sleeve 10 of FIG. 1 and has 
all the features of the sleeve 10 of FIG. 1, such as a body 
212, an upper end 214, a base portion 240 adapted to 
encompass a pot 241 (not shown), a skirt portion 242 and a 
flap 246. However, the sleeve 210 of FIG. 13 differs from 
the sleeve 10 of FIG. 1, in that the sleeve 210 has an upper 
portion 251 extending a distance from the upper end 214 of 
the body 212. The upper portion 251 is connected to the 

Nov. 9, 2006 

body 212 by a detaching element 253, that permits the upper 
portion 251 to be detached from the body 212, leaving only 
the body 212 behind. The upper portion 251 may be sized to 
Surround and enclose the floral grouping 66 disposed within 
the pot 41 and may comprise holes 254 for enabling the 
sleeve 210 to be supported from a support assembly such as 
a wicket (not shown). 
0054 An alternative embodiment, as shown in FIG. 14 
and designated therein by the general reference numeral 310 
is a flexible bag known in the art as a sleeve. The sleeve 310 
is similar in construction to the sleeve 210 of FIG. 13 and 
has all the features of the sleeve 210 of FIG. 13, such as a 
body 312, an upper end 314, a base portion 340 adapted to 
encompass a pot, a skirt portion 342, a flap 346, an upper 
portion 351 and a detaching element 353. However, the 
sleeve 310 of FIG. 14 differs from the sleeve 210 of FIG. 
13, in that the upper portion 351 of the sleeve 310 extends 
a lesser distance from the upper end 314 of the sleeve 310. 
The sleeve 310 has a plurality of holes 354 disposed in the 
upper portion 351 to enable the sleeve 310 to be supported 
from a Support assembly such as a wicket. In operation the 
sleeve 310 is disposed so that the prongs of a wicket extend 
through the holes 354 of the sleeve 310. When a user desires 
to select a sleeve 310, the body 312 of the sleeve is detached 
from the upper portion 351 at the detaching element 353 and 
is then used to cover a pot, as described hereinbefore for 
FIGS. 1 and 7. 

0.055 While the sleeves 210 and 310 are herein depicted 
as having only one flap 246 and 346, respectively, the 
sleeves 210 and 310 could have more than one flap, for 
example, as depicted for sleeve 110 in the embodiment of 
FG. 7. 

0056. The bodies 12, 112, 212 and 312 of the sleeves 10, 
110, 210 and 310, respectively, may comprise any shape, 
whether geometric, non-geometric, asymmetrical and/or 
fanciful as long as they function in accordance with the 
present invention. In one preferred embodiment the bodies 
12, 112, 212 and 312 are oversized. 

0057 Where used herein, the term “oversized” means, 
for instance, that the respective base portions 40, 140, 240 
and 340 of the sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310, respectively, 
comprise an excess amount of material Sufficient for forming 
a crimped portion in the base portions 40, 140, 240 and 340, 
respectively, or skirt portions 42, 142,242 and 342, respec 
tively, when formed about pots disposed therein. 

0.058. The sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 may also be 
equipped with drains or ventilation holes (not shown), or can 
be made from permeable or impermeable materials. 

0059) The material or materials from which the bodies 
12, 112, 212 and 312 of sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310, 
respectively, the flap 46 of sleeve 10, the flaps 146 and 152 
of sleeve 110, the flap 246 of sleeve 210, the flap 346 of 
sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 are 
constructed preferably have thicknesses in a range from 
about 0.1 mill to about 30 mil, although in some cases the 
bodies 12, 112, 212 and 312 of sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310, 
respectively, the flap 46 of sleeve 10, the flaps 146 and 152 
of sleeve 110, the flap 246 of sleeve 210, the flap 346 of 
sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 may 
be much thicker, especially when the bodies 12, 112, 212 
and 312 or the flaps 46, 146 and 152, 246, and 346, 
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respectively, are constructed from multiple layers. Often the 
thickness of the bodies 12, 112, 212 and 312 or the flaps 46, 
146 and 152, 246, and 346, respectively, are in a range from 
about 0.5 mil to about 10 mil. Preferably, the bodies 12, 112, 
212 and 312 and the flaps 46, 146 and 152, 246, and 346, 
respectively, have a thickness in a range from about 1.0 mil 
to about 5 mil. More preferably, the bodies 12, 112, 212 and 
312 of sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310, respectively, the flap 46 
of sleeve 10, the flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 110, the flap 246 
of sleeve 210, the flap 346 of sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 
10, 110, 210 and 310 are constructed from a material which 
is flexible, semi-rigid, rigid, or any combination thereof. The 
bodies 12, 112, 212 and 312 of sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310, 
respectively, the flap 46 of sleeve 10, the flaps 146 and 152 
of sleeve 110, the flap 246 of sleeve 210, the flap 346 of 
sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 may 
be constructed of a single layer of material or a plurality of 
layers of the same or different types of materials. Any 
thickness of the material may be utilized as long as the 
material functions in accordance with the present invention 
as described herein. The layers of material comprising the 
bodies 12, 112, 212 and 312 of sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310, 
respectively, the flap 46 of sleeve 10, the flaps 146 and 152 
of sleeve 110, the flap 246 of sleeve 210, the flap 346 of 
sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 may 
be connected together or laminated or may be separate 
layers. Such materials used to construct the bodies 12, 112, 
212 and 312 of sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310, respectively, 
the flap 46 of sleeve 10, the flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 110, 
the flap 246 of sleeve 210, the flap 346 of sleeve 310, or the 
entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 are described in U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,111,637, which is hereby expressly incorporated 
herein by reference in its entirety. Additionally, an insulating 
material such as bubble film, preferable as one of two or 
more layers, can be utilized in order to provide additional 
protection for the item, Such as the floral grouping, con 
tained therein. 

0060. In one embodiment, the body 12 and flap 46 of 
sleeve 10, the body 112 and flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 110, 
the body 212 and flap 246 of sleeve 210, the body 312 and 
flap 346 of sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 
310 may be constructed from two polypropylene films. The 
materials comprising the body 12 and flap 46 of sleeve 10, 
the body 112 and flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 110, the body 
212 and flap 246 of sleeve 210, the body 312 and flap 346 
of sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 may 
be connected together or laminated or may be separate 
layers. In an alternative embodiment, the body 12 and flap 
46 of sleeve 10, the body 112 and flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 
110, the body 212 and flap 246 of sleeve 210, the body 312 
and flap 346 of sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 
and 310 may be constructed from only one of the polypro 
pylene films. 
0061 The body 12 and flap 46 of sleeve 10, the body 112 
and flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 110, the body 212 and flap 
246 of sleeve 210, the body 312 and flap 346 of sleeve 310, 
or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 may also be 
constructed, in whole or in part, from a cling material. 
0062 “Cling Wrap or Material' when used herein means 
any material which is capable of connecting to the sheet of 
material and/or itself upon contacting engagement during 
the wrapping process and is wrappable about an item 
whereby portions of the cling material contactingly engage 
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and connect to other portions of another material, or, alter 
natively, itself, for generally securing the material wrapped 
about, for instance, at least a portion of the pot disposed 
within the sleeve. This connecting engagement is preferably 
temporary in that the material may be easily removed, i.e., 
the cling material "clings' to the pot. The cling material is 
constructed and treated if necessary, from polyethylene Such 
as Cling Wrap made by Glad(R), First Brands Corporation, 
Danbury, Conn. Any thickness of cling material may be 
utilized in accordance with the present invention which 
permits the cling material to function as described herein. 

0063) The body 12 and flap 46 of sleeve 10, the body 112 
and flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 110, the body 212 and flap 
246 of sleeve 210, the body 312 and flap 346 of sleeve 310, 
or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 is constructed 
from any suitable material that is capable of being formed 
into a sleeve and wrapped about the pot and the floral 
groupings disposed therein. Preferably, the material com 
prises paper (untreated or treated in any manner), metal foil, 
polymeric film, non-polymeric film, fabric (woven or non 
woven or synthetic or natural), cardboard, fiber or fibrous 
material, cloth, burlap, or laminations or combinations 
thereof. 

0064. The term “polymeric film’ means a man-made 
polymer Such as a polypropylene or a naturally occurring 
polymer Such as cellophane. A polymeric film is relatively 
strong and not as Subject to tearing (Substantially non 
tearable), as might be the case with paper or foil. 
0065. The material comprising the body 12 and flap 46 of 
sleeve 10, the body 112 and flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 110, 
the body 212 and flap 246 of sleeve 210, the body 312 and 
flap 346 of sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 
310 may vary in color and may consist of designs or 
decorative patterns which are printed, etched, and/or 
embossed thereon using inks or other printing materials. An 
example of an ink which may be applied to the surface of the 
material is described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,147,706 which is 
hereby expressly incorporated herein by reference in its 
entirety. 

0066. In addition, the material may have various color 
ing, coatings, flocking and/or metallic finishes, or other 
decorative Surface ornamentation applied separately or 
simultaneously or may be characterized totally or partially 
by pearlescent, translucent, transparent, iridescent, neon, or 
the like, qualities. Each of the above-named characteristics 
may occur alone or in combination and may be applied to the 
upper and/or lower Surface of the material comprising the 
body 12 and flap 46 of sleeve 10, the body 112 and flaps 146 
and 152 of sleeve 110, the body 212 and flap 246 of sleeve 
210, the body 312 and flap 346 of sleeve 310, or the entire 
sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310. Moreover, portions of the 
material used in constructing the body 12 and flap 46 of 
sleeve 10, the body 112 and flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 110, 
the body 212 and flap 246 of sleeve 210, the body 312 and 
flap 346 of sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 
310 may vary in the combination of such characteristics. The 
material utilized for the body 12 and flap 46 of sleeve 10, the 
body 112 and flaps 146 and 152 of sleeve 110, the body 212 
and flap 246 of sleeve 210, the body 312 and flap 346 of 
sleeve 310, or the entire sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 itself 
may be opaque, translucent, transparent, or partially clear or 
tinted transparent. 
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0067. It will generally be desired to use the sleeves 10, 
110, 210 and 310 as a covering for a potted plant comprising 
the pot and floral grouping as described elsewhere herein 
and is well known in the art. The term “pot’ as used herein 
refers to any type of container used for holding a floral 
grouping or plant. Examples of pots, used in accordance 
with the present invention include, but are not limited to, 
clay pots, wooden pots, foam pots, plastic pots, pots made 
from natural and/or synthetic fibers, or any combination 
thereof. The pots are adapted to receive the floral groupings 
in the respective interior spaces thereof. The floral groupings 
may be disposed within the pot along with Suitable growing 
or retaining mediums described in further detail below. It 
will also be understood that the floral groupings, and any 
appropriate growing or retaining mediums, may be disposed 
in the sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 without pots. 
0068 Preferably the sleeves described herein are sized to 
contain and conform to one of a variety of Standard sized of 
pots known to those of ordinary skill in the art, such as 3 
inch, 3% inch, 4 inch, 4% inch, 5 inch, 5% inch, 6 inch, 7 
inch and 8 inch pots, for example. 

0069. The term “floral grouping as used herein means 
cut fresh flowers, artificial flowers, a single flower or other 
fresh and/or artificial plants or other floral materials and may 
include other secondary plants and/or ornamentation or 
artificial or natural materials which add to the aesthetics of 
the overall floral grouping. The floral grouping comprises a 
bloom or foliage portion and a stem portion. Further, the 
floral grouping may comprise a growing potted plant having 
a root portion (not shown) as well. However, it will be 
appreciated that the floral grouping may consist of only a 
single bloom or only foliage, or a botanical item (not 
shown), or a propagule (not shown). The term “floral group 
ing may be used interchangeably herein with both the terms 
“floral arrangement” and “potted plant'. The term “floral 
grouping may also be used interchangeably herein with the 
terms “botanical item” and/or “propagule.” 

0070 The term “growing medium' when used herein 
means any liquid, Solid, or gaseous material used for plant 
growth or for the cultivation of propagules, including 
organic and inorganic materials such as soil, humus, perlite, 
Vermiculite, sand, water, and including the nutrients, fertil 
izers, or hormones, or combinations thereof required by the 
plants or propagules for growth and includes retaining media 
such as floral foam or other ballast materials. 

0071. The term “botanical item’ when used herein means 
a natural, or artificial herbaceous, or woody plant, taken 
singly or in combination. The term “botanical item also 
means any portion or portions of natural, or artificial her 
baceous, or woody plants including stems, leaves, flowers, 
blossoms, buds, blooms, cones, or roots, taken singly or in 
combination, or in groupings of Such portions such as 
bouquet or floral grouping. 

0072 The term “propagule' when used herein means any 
structure capable of being propagated or acting as an agent 
of reproduction including seeds, shoots, stems, runners, 
tubers, plants, leaves, roots or spores. 
0073. The bonding material may be covered by a cover 
material or release strip which can be removed prior to the 
use of the sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310. The bonding 
material can be applied by methods known to those of 
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ordinary skill in their art. One method for disposing a 
bonding material on a Surface, in this case an adhesive, is 
described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,111,637, which is hereby 
expressly incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 

0074 The term “bonding material when used herein 
means an adhesive, frequently a pressure sensitive adhesive, 
or a cohesive which bonds only to a surface having another 
such cohesive thereon. The term “bonding material also 
includes materials which are heat shrinkable or heat sealable 
and, in the latter instance, the adjacent portions of the 
material must be brought into contact and then heat must be 
applied to effect the seal. The term “bonding material also 
includes materials which are sonic sealable and vibratory 
sealable. The term “bonding material' when used herein also 
means a heat sealing lacquer or hot melt material which may 
be applied to the material and, in this instance, heat, Sound 
waves, or vibrations, also must be applied to effect the 
sealing. The term “bonding material” may also refer to 
elastic, rubber and plastic bands, ties, strings, cuffs, ribbons, 
stribbons, wires, collars, Staples, tapes, labels, and other 
similar securing devices, including heat shrinkable bands or 
collars. These securing elements may be separate from or 
attached to the sleeve. 

0075 Alternatively, a cold seal adhesive may be utilized 
as the bonding material. The cold seal adheres only to a 
similar Substrate, acting similarly as a cohesive, and binds 
only to itself. The cold seal adhesive, since it bonds only to 
a similar substrate, does not cause a residue to build up on 
equipment, thereby both permitting much more rapid dis 
position and use of Such equipment to form articles and 
reducing labor costs. Further, since no heat is required to 
effect the seal, the dwell time, that is, the time for the sheet 
of material to form and retain the desired shape is reduced. 
A cold seal adhesive binds quickly and easily with minimal 
pressure, and Such a seal is not readily releasable. This 
characteristic is different from, for example, a pressure 
sensitive adhesive. 

0076. The term “detaching element” as used generally 
herein, means any element, or combination of elements, or 
features, such as, but not limited to, perforations, tear strips, 
tear starts, Zippers, and any other devices or elements of this 
nature known in the art, or any combination thereof, which 
enable or facilitate the tearing away or detachment of one 
object from another. Therefore, while perforations are 
shown and described in detail herein, it will be understood 
that tear strips, Zippers, or any other “detaching elements' 
known in the art, or any combinations thereof, could be 
substituted therefor and/or used therewith. 

0077. Any of the sleeves described herein may be secured 
to or about a pot via any of the bonding materials described 
herein. 

0078. It will be understood that equipment and devices 
for forming standard floral sleeves are commercially avail 
able, and are well known to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art. 

0079. It will be readily appreciated by those of ordinary 
skill in the art that processes for making standard floral 
sleeves which have open upper and lower ends are well 
known. In the preferred embodiments of the present inven 
tion, the sleeve is constructed with a closed bottom which 
may simply comprise a horizontal seal along the lower end 
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of the sleeve or more preferably the closed bottom com 
prises a gusset which when opened enables expansion of the 
bottom of the sleeves 10, 110, 210 and 310 for allowing 
insertion of respective pots 41 and 141 therein. 
0080. One version of the apparatus and process used to 
construct a sleeve as described herein is shown in FIGS. 
39-44 and accompanying descriptions in U.S. Pat. No. 
5,493.809, the specification of which is hereby expressly 
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 
0081 Changes may be made in the construction and the 
operation of the various components, elements and assem 
blies described herein or in the steps or the sequence of steps 
of the methods described herein without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention as defined in the following 
claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for covering a pot comprising: 
providing a flexible sleeve, comprising: 

a body having a flat configuration and an open con 
figuration, the body having a lower end, an upper 
end, an outer peripheral Surface and an inner periph 
eral Surface, the body having a base portion defining 
an interior space for enclosing the pot; and 

a decorative flap connected to a portion of the inner 
peripheral surface of the body at an attached area, the 
decorative flap having an extending portion having a 
peripheral edge; 

opening the flexible sleeve; 
disposing the pot into the open flexible sleeve; and 
positioning the decorative flap in a position wherein at 

least a portion of the decorative flap extends inwardly 
to cover at least a portion of a growing or retaining 
medium within the pot. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein in the step of providing 
a flexible sleeve, the flexible sleeve further comprises an 
upper portion extending a distance from the upper end of the 
body of the flexible sleeve and being detachable from the 
body of the flexible sleeve by a detaching element in the 
flexible sleeve. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the upper portion has 
a plurality of holes for supporting the flexible sleeve from a 
Support assembly. 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the support assembly is 
a wicket. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein before the flexible 
sleeve is opened, the upper portion of the flexible sleeve is 
detached from the body of the flexible sleeve. 

6. The method of claim 2 wherein the upper portion is 
sized to Surround and enclose a floral grouping disposed 
within the pot. 

7. The method of claim 2 wherein the detaching element 
is selected from the group consisting of a plurality of 
perforations, a tear Strip, a Zipper, and combinations thereof. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the sleeve has a 
drainage hole therein. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the flexible sleeve is 
constructed from an impermeable material. 

10. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
securing the flexible sleeve about the pot. 
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11. The method of claim 1 wherein at least one of the 
sleeve and the decorative flap is constructed of a material 
selected from the group comprising paper, polymeric film, 
non-polymeric film, foil, fabric, cardboard, fiber or fibrous 
material, cloth, burlap, and laminations and combinations 
thereof. 

12. The method of claim 1 wherein, in the step of 
positioning the decorative flap in a position wherein at least 
a portion of the decorative flap extends inwardly to cover at 
least a portion of a growing or retaining medium within the 
pot, the decorative flap permits watering of a plant disposed 
in the pot. 

13. A method for covering a pot: 
providing a flexible sleeve comprising: 

a body having a flat configuration and an open con 
figuration, the body having a lower end, an upper 
end, a first outer peripheral Surface, a second outer 
peripheral Surface, a first inner peripheral Surface 
and a second inner peripheral Surface, the body 
having a base portion defining an interior space for 
enclosing the pot; 

a first decorative flap connected to a portion of the first 
inner peripheral surface of the body at an attached 
area, the first decorative flap having an extending 
portion having a peripheral edge; and 

a second decorative flap connected to a portion of the 
second inner peripheral surface of the body at an 
attached area, the second decorative flap having an 
extending portion having a peripheral edge; 

opening the flexible sleeve; 
disposing the pot into the open flexible sleeve; 
positioning the first decorative flap in a position wherein 

at least a portion of the first decorative flap extends 
inwardly; and 

positioning the second decorative flap in a deployed 
position wherein the second decorative flap extends 
inwardly and wherein the first decorative flap and 
second decorative flap cover at least a portion of a 
growing or retaining medium with the pot. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein in the step of 
providing a flexible sleeve, the flexible sleeve further com 
prises an upper portion extending a distance from the upper 
end of the body of the flexible sleeve and being detachable 
from the body of the flexible sleeve by a detaching element 
in the flexible sleeve. 

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the upper portion 
has a plurality of holes for supporting the flexible sleeve 
from a Support assembly. 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the support assembly 
is a wicket. 

17. The method of claim 14, wherein before the flexible 
sleeve is opened, the upper portion of the flexible sleeve is 
detached from the body of the flexible sleeve. 

18. The method of claim 14 wherein the upper portion is 
sized to Surround and enclose a floral grouping disposed 
within the pot. 

19. The method of claim 14 wherein the detaching ele 
ment is selected from the group consisting of a plurality of 
perforations, a tear Strip, a Zipper, and combinations thereof. 
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20. The method of claim 13 wherein the flexible sleeve 
has a drainage hole therein. 

21. The method of claim 13 wherein the flexible sleeve is 
constructed from a Substantially water impermeable mate 
rial. 

22. The method of claim 13 further comprising the step of 
securing the flexible sleeve about the pot. 

23. The method of claim 13 wherein at least one of the 
flexible sleeve and the decorative flap is constructed of a 
material selected from the group comprising paper, poly 
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meric film, non-polymeric film, foil, fabric, cardboard, fiber 
or fibrous material, cloth, burlap, and laminations and com 
binations thereof. 

24. The method of claim 13 wherein, in the steps of 
positioning the first and second decorative flaps, the first and 
second decorative flaps permit watering of a plant disposed 
in the pot. 


