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(57) Abstract

A plasma cutting method using a plasma cutting
apparatus that comprises a nozzle having an orifice for
thinning a plasma arc and secondary gas jet means for
supplying a secondary gas in such a manner as to encompass
the end of the nozzle. While a nonoxidizing gas is used
as starting plasma gas, a nonoxidizing gas is supplied as a
secondary starting gas so as to establish a nonoxidizing gas
atmosphere in the proximity of the nozzle.
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