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(57) Abstract

This invention relates to a tampon applicator which can extrude a tam-
pon by merely rotating an operation member. The applicator has the following
components: a) a support member for gently supporting the rear end of the
tampon, and equipped with small protuberances on the outer surface; b) a ro-
tary operation member meshing with the support member through the small
protuberances; and c) a cylinder for storing the tampon, the support member
and the rotary operation member, and equipped with a helical groove for guid-
ing the small protuberances around its inner surface. When not in use, the tam-
pon applicator is extremely compact because the support member and the ro-
tary operation member are stored inside the cylinder. When the applicator is to
be used, the rotary operation member is pulled out from the cylinder and is en-
gaged with the support member through the small protuberances and under
this state, the rotary operation member is rotated so that the tampon can be ex-
truded through the tip of the cylinder. Accordingly, the complicated operations
for assembling the inner cylinder and outer cylinder that have been necessary

conventionally are unnecessary.
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