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To all tufton, it nual? concern: 
Be it known that I, CLARENCE B. RIKER, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Maplewood, in the county of Essex and State 
of New Jersey, have invented certain new and 
usefullmprovementsin Devices for Mounting 
Entomological Specimens, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
The present invention relates to devices 

for mounting entomological and other natu 
ral-history specimens and the like, one object 
of the invention being to support all parts of 
the Specimen in an elastic manner. Another 
object is to provide an efficient and simple 
means adapted to the purposes in view, and 
other objects will appear more fully herein 
after. Hitherto a device for mounting such 
Specimens has been formed from a plastic 
material in which a concave depression or 
cavity is made for the reception of the body 
of the specimen, the wings or the like being 
spread out on the flat top of the solid plaque, 
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a box or casing, in which said plaque is placed, 
and a transparent cover-plate, the whole be 
ing secured together in a suitable manner. 
In the great majority of cases the body of the 
specimen in this prior method of construction 
is not supported both above and below, but 
is suspended, as it were, by the wings or other 
parts, which are clamped between the cover 
plate and the plaque, an arrangement in which 
the body is liable to be broken loose should 
the device fall or be thrown about, as in transportation. 
According to the present invention the 

Specimen is clamped between a transparent 
cover-plate and an elastic or yielding bed or 
support and is supported at substantially all 
points, the Wings being spread out flat, and 
With other similarly projecting parts, being 
bedded in the support. In this way each 
specimen forms it own cavity or depression 
in the support, and the cavity or depression 
is thus sure to be of a size suited to the speci 
men. In the preferred practice of the inven 
tion the elastic or yielding support is placed 
in a box or the like. The specimen is placed 
thereon, with its wings and similarly project 
ing parts spread out, and a glass cover-plate 
is then put on and gently forced down, thus 
forcing the specimen to embed itself in the 
Support, and the plate is then secured to the 
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box or to the bottom or back thereof. The 
under sides of the body and the wings are 
thus brought into contact at many points 
with the elastic support, and the recessformed 
in the support conforms in a general way to 
the shape and size of the specimen. The 
body of the specimen is also supported inde 
pendently of the wings or other similarly pro 
jecting parts, which are clamped between the 
support and the covering-plate. Batting 
loosely placed in a box and pressed down by 
the action of the covering-plate and speci 
men affords an excellent elastic bed or sup 
port of the character required, and cotton 
batting gives a soft white tint that is very 
agreeable to the eye. 
The preferred form of the invention is illus 

trated in the accompanying drawings, form 
ing part of this specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a plan view showing a specimen 
in place. Fig. 2 is a transverse section on the 
line (c 3: in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a transverse sec 
tion on the line gy yin Fig. 1, and Fig. 4 is a sec 
tional view of a modified form of fastening. 
The reference 1 indicates a lower section 

forming a suitable back or support, as the 
bottom of a frame or box, which is open at 
the top; 2, a filling of elastic or yielding ma 
terial, which when free extends above the top 
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of the box and is of a nature such that when 
pressed down into the box by the body and 
other parts of the specimen and the cover 
plate 3 the body and other parts of the speci 
men embed themselves in the support, (pref 
erably this filling is cotton-batting in one or 
more layers;) 4, the body of a specimen; 5, a 
concave depression formed in said filling by 
the body of the specimen as the cover-plate 
3 is forced down to the position thereofshown 
in Figs. 2 and 3; 6, the wings (or similarly 
projecting parts) clamped between the plate 
3 and the top of the filling 2 and embedded 
in the latter; 7, a cover-carrier or upper 
frame fitting over and telescoping on the box 
and having an opening 8 therein over which 
the plate 3 is placed; 9, adhesive strips secur 
ing the plate 3 to the carrier 7, said strips be 
ing secured to the top of the plate 3 and hav 
ing depending flaps by which the plate 3 is 
secured to the frame 7, and in one form of 
the invention by which the frame 7 and the 
plate 3 are secured to the lower section or box 
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or back 1; 10, adhesive strips securing the 
carrier 7 to the box or the back or bottom 1 
thereof, or pins 11 may be employed for fas 
tening the cover-carrier 7 to the box, or the 
strip or strips 9 may be wide enough to ex 
tend beyond the edges of the flanges or sides 
of the carrier 7 and be folded under the bot 
tom of the box and secured thereto, as indi 
cated in Fig. 4, in which case the strips 10 are 
dispensed with. 
By sealing the device by means of the strip 

or strips 9 or strips 9 and 10 and by using 
sterilized material for the support all danger 
of decay of the specimen may be practically 
eliminated. 
A pin 12 may be inserted in the body of the 

specimen and project from the back thereof 
to come into contact with the plate 3, thus 
causing a space to be formed between said 
plate and the body of the specimen, in which 
space delicate parts on the back of the speci 
men may extend without being crushed or 
crumpled. The pin 12 in this case provides 
a means whereby the body of the specimen 
is braced from the plate 3. 

If more than one specimen is placed in the 
same box or device, each makes its own bed 
quite independently of the rest and is sup 
ported in the manner indicated. 
The reference b indicates a cocoon, and e 

the depression it has made in the elastic sup 
port 2. 

c indicates a label which may be placed 
under the cover 3. 
By placing a suitable frame about the de 

vice a wall ornament is secured which may 
be hung as any ordinary picture is hung. 
I do not limit myself to the precise form of 

the invention shown in the drawings and here 
in before described, since the invention may 
be embodied in many other ways without de 
parting from the spirit of my invention and 
the scope of my claims; nor do I limit myself 
to batting as the elastic support or bed for 
the specimens. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent of the United States, is 
1. In a device for mounting entomological 

and other natural-history specimens and the 
like, the combination of a box, a filling of 
batting therein in which the specimen forms 
the depression for or beds itself, a transpar 
ent cover-plate, and means for securing said 
plate and box together, substantially as de 
scribed. - 

2. A mounting for entomological and other 
natural-history specimens or the like, con 
sisting of a box, a filling of batting therein 
on which the specimen is placed and in which 
the specimen forms the depression for or em 
beds itself, a transparent cover-plate resting 
on said batting and the specimen, and means 
for securing said plate and box together, 
whereby the specimen is pressed against the 
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cover-plate by the batting and is elastically 
supported from behind at substantially all 
points, substantially as described. 

3. In a sealed mount for entomological, nat 
ural-history, or botanical specimens, the com 
bination with a backing or tablet having an 
upper surface adapted to receive and sup 
port a specimen; of an inclosing and protect 
ing frame or boxing for said backing com 
prising an upper section having a transpar 
ent top; a lower section upon which said 
backing rests; and a covering and binding 
strip secured to said upper section and having 
depending flaps adapted to hold said lower 
section and its superposed backing in place. 

4. In a sealed mount for entomological, nat 
ural-history or botanical specimens; the com 
bination with a backing or tablet having an 
upper surface adapted to receive and sup 
port a specimen; of an inclosing and protect 
ing frame or boxing for said backing com 
prising an upper section; a transparent top; 
a lower section upon which said backing 
rests; and a covering and binding strip pasted 
to said upper section and having flaps by 
means of which said transparent top is se 
cured in place; and depending securing-flaps 
on said strip adapted to hold said lower see 
tion and its superposed backing in place. 

5. A sealed mount for entomological, nat 
ural-history, or botanical specimens, com 
prising a backing or tablet of yielding mate 
rial adapted to receive and support a speci 
men on its surface; a boxing or frame inclos 
ing and protecting said backing; and a trans 
parent plate secured to said boxing, and be 
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tween which and said yielding backing the 
specimen is held. 

6. A sealed mount for entomological, nat 
ural-history, or botanical specimens compris 
ing a backing or tablet of yielding fibrous 
material adapted to receive and support a 
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specimen on its surface; a boxing or frame 
'inclosing and protecting said backing; a 
transparent plate secured in said boxing, and 
between which and said yielding backing the 
specimen is held; and a covering-strip -se 
cured to and surrounding said boxing. 

7. In a mount for entomological, natural 
history, or botanical specimens; the combi 
nation with a backing or tablet formed of 
fibrous material, of an inclosing and protect 
ing boxing or frame for said backing, com 
prising an upper section having a transpar 
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ent top, and a lower section on which said 
backing rests, fitted to said upper section. 
Signed at New York, in the county of New 

York and State of New York, this 18th day 
of January, A. D. 1900. 

CLARENCE B. RIKER. 
Witnesses: 

CHAS. A. BRODEN, 
'R. W. BARKLEY. 

  


