
Dec. 16, 1947. J. C. GARAND 2,432,519 
CHEEK REST FOR FIREARMs 

Filed May 24, 1945 

rvuorvo. 

Uohn C. GARAND 

6.42%lat-rzfeo/44-4- 
8totweal 

  



Patented Dec. 16, 1947 2,432,519 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,432,519 

CHEEK REST FOR FREARMS 

John C. Garand, Springfield, Mass. 
Application May 24, 1945, Serial No. 595,623 

(C. 42-7) 

(Granted under the act of March 3, 1883, as 
amended April 30, 1928; 370 O, G. 757) 

6 Claims. 

The invention described herein may be manu 
factured and used by or for the Government for 
governmental purposes without the payment to 
me of any royalty thereon. 
This invention relates to improvements in fire 

arms and is directed more particularly to a novel 
cheek-rest for a firearm which is adjustable rela 
tive to the stock so that the operator of the arm 
may obtain a proper sighting thereof under all 
conditions. 

It has been a common disadvantage in most 
rifles Or arms fired from the shoulder that the 
Sight for one reason or another is off-center with 
respect to the longitudinal axis of the barrel. 
Particularly is this so when the arm is provided 
with a telescopic sight, such as is disclosed in my 
copending application Serial No. 597,052 filed 
June 1, 1945, where the sight is necessarily 
slightly to the left of the axis of the barrel. 

It will be appreciated that in Order to obtain 
accurate sighting when the sight is thus off-cen 
ter, the operator firing from a shoulder position 
must hold his cheek slightly to the left of the 
Stock. The result is that the operator's head is not 
at all supported and there is a lessening of ac 
curacy and efficiency in fire. 

Accordingly, it is a principal object of this in 
vention to provide a cheek-rest construction for a 
firearm which is adapted for efficient and accu 
rate use by operators having widely different 
physical characteristics. That is to say, this in 
vention provides a cheek-rest member which is 
adjustable so that any operator may readily 
adapt the weapon to his particular requirements. 

It is another object of the invention to provide 
a firearm cheek-rest which, besides being adjusta 
ble to accommodate the varying physical differ 
ences in military personnel, is also provided with 
protective means arranged to render the Weapon 
more serviceable in wide extremes of temperature. 
The specific nature of the invention, as well as 

other objects and advantages thereof, will clearly 
appear from a description of a preferred embodi 
ment as shown in the accompanying drawings in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is an exploded perspective view showing 
a portion of a stock of a firearm with the various 
components of the cheek-rest construction of the 
invention shown in exploded relation thereto. 

Fig. 2 is an end elevational view of a firearm 
having the cheek-rest construction of the inven 
tion associated therewith. 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the cheek 
rest construction of the invention in assembled 
association with the stock of the firearm. 
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While the disclosure is that of a cheek-rest dis 

posed on the left-hand Side of the Stock for use 
by a right-handed operator, it will be understood 
that the construction is such that it may be read 
ily adapted for use by a left-handed operator who, 
consequently, is in need for a rest for his left 
cheek instead of the right. 

In Fig. 1, there is shown a stock 2 of conven 
ional shape which may be used with a shoulder 
firearm of any desired type, for example, the 
U.S. Rifle, caliber 30, M1. The other parts of the 
weapon are not pertinent to this invention, and 
hence they will not be described in detail. There 
is shown, however, a telescopic sight 4 which is 
located forwardly and slightly to the left of the 
central axis of the stock and, of course, on the 
upper Side thereof. 
The usual butt plate and Swing swivel are 

shown at 8 and O, respectively, but obviously 
form no part of this invention. There also is 
shown a rear sight f2 which is of usual construc 
tion and located centrally of the axis of the barrel. 
This likewise is not to be understood as consti 
tuting any part of the present invention. 
Through the stock 2, preferably approximately 

rinidway between the butt plate and pistol grip 
portion 6 of the stock, is a transverse Opening or 
hole 4 having counterbores Ad at opposite ends 
thereof. The hole 4 is preferably inclined down 
wardly somewhat from the side of the stock 2 to 
which the cheek-rest is to be attached. This lat 
erally-extending opening 4 is adapted to receive 
in opposite ends thereof what may be called hol 
low bushings or receivers, indicated generally by 

i, 2), which have reduced diameter portions 22 fit 
ting into the hole 4 and head portions 24 which 
engage the opposite side surfaces of the stock. 
These bushings or receiver members preferably 

have intermediate portions 26 of suitable diame 
ter to snugly engage in the counterbores 4a and 
the pertions 26 may have a roughened surface, 
such as the serrations shown, or otherwise, So 
that When the bushings are forced into the stock, 
the said irregular surfaces engage the Wood in 
such a way as to prevent both lateral and ro 
tary movement of the bushings relative to the 
stock. The stock is preferably chamfered around 
the entrances to the Opening 4 So as to facilitate 
reception of the receivers 20. 
An additional transverse opening or hole 29 is 

provided in stock 2. Hole 29 is preferably spaced 
a substantial distance forwardly from opening 4 
and is parallel thereto. 
A cheek-plate or rest member is shown at 30. 

55 This may vary in size, shape, and form, accord 
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ing to the particular firearm with which it is to 
be associated, as well as according to the certain 
requirements desired. In any event, the plate 
member 3 is so formed as to be capable of more 
or less embracing one side surface and prefera 
bly a portion of the upper surface of the stock, 
as shown. While in its preferred form, this cheek 
rest body member is composed of metal, its par 
ticular composition is immaterial. 
As shown in the drawings, the member 3 has 

a pair of horizontally-extending rod members 
32 and 34 rigidly secured thereto. The rod 34 is 
adapted to extend through stock opening 29 for 
guide purposes only, in a manner which, and for 
a reason which will presently appear. The rod 
member 32 is screw-threaded so as to be thread 
ably engageable by what may be referred to as 
an operating member 36. The latter consists of 
a hollow cylindrical bushing member having in 
ternal threads for engaging the rod 32. An en 
larged head part 39 is provided on the operating 
member and it may be knurled or otherwise pro 
vided with an irregular surface 4 so that the 
member may be manually engaged to bring about 
rotation and lateral movement thereof as will 
be described. 
A longitudinal axially parallel hole 49 is pro 

vided near the periphery of head 39 of operat 
ing member 33 and this is for receiving one end 
portion of a pin member or detent A2 which has 
a compression spring É4 theirearound, aS shown. 
The head part 46 of detent 42 engages the outer 
surface of the adjacent bushing 2 and the Spring 
4 thus urges the operating member 38 outwardly 

for a purpose which will presently appear. That 
particular bushing 20, against which the head 
part 46 of member 32 is to bear, has a notch or 
seat, 25 in its outer face for receiving said spring 
pressed member 42 when the operating member is 
rotated so as to bring head part 6 and notch 
25 into alignment. 
The opposite end of the rod or Operating men 

ber 36 is externally threaded, as at 38. When 
assembled the operating member has its outer or 
threaded end portion 38 extending thru the bush 
ing 20 adjacent the check-plate 38 and projecting 
beyond the plane of the stock and this has a S 
sembled thereon a washer-like member 5 hav 
ing an inwardly-extending lip or lug 52 receiv 
able in a longitudinal slot 3 provided in member 
35 so that as the latter rotates, the member 59 is 
also caused to rotate. 
The washer 50 is also provided with one or more 

projections or lugs 54 on its outer side face. An 
internally threaded nut member 56 threadably 
engages the threaded end portion 38 of operat 
ing member 36 and is arranged to be disposed ad 
jacent the outer face of member 5. Said men 
ber 56 has one or more U-shaped slots 58 for re 
ceiving the lug or lugs 54 so that the said member 
55 will rotate simultaneously with the members 
36 and 50 when the latter rotate as described, 
Assembly of the cheek-rest is brought about by 
inserting operating member 36 into one of the 
said bushings so that its said threaded end por 
tion 38 extends through the bores of both of said 
bushings or receivers and the lip part 52 of the 
washer 5) is slidably received in slot 3 thereof, 
while the lug 54 of said washer is receivable in one 
of notches 53 of the nut 56. The axial openings 
of all of these various parts are, of course, adapted 
to receive the threaded rod 32 therethru and it 
is threadably engaged by operating member 36. 

In operation, manual rotating of the operating 
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plate to move outwardly away from the stock 
while rotation thereof in an opposite direction 
will cause it to move inwardly. The detent 42 
serves to resiliently secure the operating member 
to the adjacent receiver 20 in any one of a plu 
rality of positions of varying threaded engagement 
between the operating member and the threaded 
rod 3. 
As has been mentioned, it is preferred that the 

stock openings 4 and 29 be downwardly in 
clined in a direction away from the side of the 
stock adjacent to which the cheek-plate is to be 
disposed. Likewise, of course, the rod-like parts 
32 and 34 are inclined or angularly disposed rel 
ative to the general plane of the side surface of the 
plate so as to cooperate with Said inclined open 
ings. Thus, it will be seen that the cheek-plate 
may be adjusted laterally with respect to the 
stock (that is, spaced relatively close to or dis 
tant from the stock) as well as being adjustable 
in a vertical plane. In other words, as the plate 
is moved outWardly, the inclination of the trans 
verse opening and the guide hole 29 together 
With the angular arrangement of the rods 32 and 
34 provides for elevation of the plate relative to 
the top surface of the stock. 
When disassembling the construction, the 

cheek-rest member may be entirely disengaged 
from operating member 33 by counterclockwise 
rotation of such member and then the latter may 
be urged in Wardly against pressure of the spring 
44 so as to release the slotted nut, member 56 
from engagement with the lug 54 on washer men 
ber 53 so that the nut member 53 may be man 
ually rotated and removed from engageinent with 
the rod 32. This obviously permits removal of the 
other parts just mentioned from association with 
the Stock, for easy repair or replacement purposes. 
As Will be understood, then, the plate or cheek. 

rest member 30 is capable of both lateral and ver 
tical movement. This makes it possible for a 
Soldier or any other operator, regardless of his 
physical characteristics, to obtain a maximum 
of sighting efficiency and to fire the rifle from 
his shoulder with expediency and accuracy. 
As a further feature of the invention, the cheek 

plate 3 may be provided with a protective cover 
iing or layer 60 of some suitable material which is 
adapted to both prevent abrasion to the opera 
tor's cheek through friction and to obviate the 
danger of “burns' from either excessive heat or 
cold. Such a covering or protecting sheath & 
preferably consists of cork but may obviously be 
of Some fabric or other non-metallic material 
adapted to at least reduce the transmission of 
heat or cold from the plate 30 which, of course, is 
desirable for military use under extreme temper 
ature Conditions. 

I claim: 
1. In combination with the stock of a firearm 

having a laterally-extending hole therethrough, 
a cheek-rest construction comprising, a cheek 
plate member provided with a rod which extends 
lateraily therefron, receiver members consisting 
Of hollow bushing-like parts disposed in opposite 
end portions of said hole, said rod being screw 
threaded exteriorly and extending into one of 
said receiver members, a hoilow operating men 
ber rotatably mounted in the other of said re 
ceiver members and threadably engaging the said 
threaded rod, a lock Washer member on the in 
ner end portion of Said operating member, a nut 
Inenber. On Said operating member adjacent said 
Washer member and engageable therewith in 

member in one direction will cause the cheek- 75 locking relation, and spring means adapted to 
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hold said nut member in engagement with Said 
washer member yet, permit laterai movement 
thereof so that the lock washer member may be 
disengaged from Said nut member. 

2. In combination with the stock of a firearn 
having a pair of laterally-extending holes there 
through, a cheek-rest construction comprising a 
cheek-plate member provided with a pair of 
spaced rods which extend laterally in Substan 
tially the same direction therefron, receiver 
members consisting of hollow bushing-like partS 
disposed in opposite end portions of One of Said 
stock holes, one of said rods being Screw-threaded 
exteriorly and extending into said receiver men 
bers, the other of said rods extending into the 
other of said stock holes and arranged to guide 
the plate member relative to said Stock, a hollow 
operating member rotatably mounted in said re 
ceiver members and threadaby engaging the Said 
threaded rod inserted therein, said Operating 
member having one end portion projecting 
through said receiver member adjacent said plate 
member, a lock Washer mounted on Said end por 
tion abutting said receiver member, a nut men 
ber threadably secured to said operating member 
adjacent said lock washer, a tongue projecting 
from the face of Said lock Washer and engage 
able with Said nut member to prevent relative 
rotation of Said nut member and lock Washer, 
and resilient means operating between said Op 
erating member and one of said receiver mem 
bers to bias Said nut member into engagement 
with said tongue of Said lock Washer. 

3. In combination with the Stock of a firearm 
having a pair of laterally-extending holes there 
through, a cheek-rest construction COImprising a 
cheek-plate member provided with a pair of 
Spaced rods which extend laterally in Substan 
tially the Sane direction therefron, One of Said 
rods being Screw-threaded exteriorly and extend 
ing into one of Said Stock holes, the other of Said 
rods extending into the other of Said stock holes 
and arranged to guide the plate member rela 
tive to said Stock, a hollow Operating member 
rotatably mounted in Said one Stock hole and 
threadably engaging the Said threaded rod in 
Serted therein, a lock Washer mounted on One 
end portion of Said operating member, a nut 
member threadably secured to said Operating 
member adjacent said lock Washer, means for 
preventing relative rotation of Said nut member 
and lock Washer, and resilient means aSSociated 
with Said operating member to bias said nut 
member into engagement with Said lock washer. 

4. In combination with the Stock of a firearm 
having a pair of laterally-extending and inclined 
holes therethru, a cheek-rest construction con 
prising, a cheek-piate member provided with a 
pair of Spaced rods which extend laterally in 
Substantially the same direction therefrom, re 
ceiver members consisting of hollow bushing 
like parts disposed in opposite end portions of 
one of Said holes, one of said rods being Screw 
threaded exteriorly and extending into one of 
said receiver members, the other of Said rods 
extending into the other of Said stock holes and 
arranged to guide the plate member relative to 
Said stock, a hollow operating member rotatably 
mounted in the other of Said receiver members 
and threadably engaging the said threaded rod, 
said operating member having its inner end por 
tion provided With a longitudinally extending 
slot, a lock washer member on said inner end por 
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6 
tion provided with an inwardly-extending lip 
which is slidably disposed in said slot, a nut 
member threadably secured to said operating 
member adjacent said washer member and ein 
gageable therewith in locking relation, and 
Spring means adapted to urge Said Operating 
member away from its respective receiver hold 
ing said nut member in engagement With said 
washer member, yet, compressible to permit lat 
eral movement thereof So that the lock Washer 
member may be disengaged from Said nut men 
be. 

5. In combination with the stock of a firearn 
having a pair of laterally-extending and Verti 
cally inclined holes therethru, a cheek-rest con 
Struction comprising a cheek-plate member pro 
vided with a pair of Spaced rods which extend 
laterally in Substantially the Sane direction 
therefrom, receiver members consisting of hol 
low bushing-like parts disposed in opposite end 
portions of One of said Stock hoes, one of said 
rods being Screw-threaded exteriorly and extend 
ing into said receiver members, the other of Said 
rods extending into the other of Said Stock holes 
and arranged to guide the plate member relative 
to said stock, a hollow operating member rotatably 
nOUnited in Said receiver members and thread 
ably engaging the said threaded rod inserted 
therein, Said operating inenber having One end 
portion projecting thru said receiver member 
adjacent Said plate member, a longitudinally 
extending slot in Said end portion, a lock Washer 
mounted on Said end portion abutting said re 
ceiver member and having an inwardly-extend 
ing lip Which is slidaby disposed in Said slot, a 
nut member threadably secured to said operating 
member adjacent said lock washer, a tongue 
projecting from the face of Said lock washer and 
engageable with said said nut member to prevent 
relative rotation of Said nut member and lock 
Washer, and resilient means operating between 
Said operating member and one of Said receiver 
members to bias said nut member into engage 
Inent With Said tongue of Said lock Washer. 

6. The combination defined in claim 5 wherein 
Said resilient means comprises a detent Sidably 
mounted in Said operating member in axially 
parallel relationship, a Spring biasing said detent 
into engagement with an adjacent Surface of 
One of Said receiver members, Said Surface hav. 
ing a notch therein engageable by said detent 
Whereby Said operating member may be resilient 
ly Secured in any Selected one of a plurality of 
Varying threaded engagement positions relative 
to Said threaded rod to adjustably position Said 
cheek-plate member relative to Said stock. 

JOHN C. GARAND. 

REFERENCES CITED 

The following references are of record in the 
file of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
Number Nane Date 

183,975 Rosee -------------- Oct. 31, 1876 
717,011 Marsland et al. ----- Dec. 30, 1902 

1,083,872 Berthier ------------ Jan. 6, 1914 
FOREIGN PATENIS 

Nunner Country Date 
25,289 Great Britain -------------- 1901 
114,228 Australia. ---------- Nov. 13, 1941 


