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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

LA MARCUS A. THOMPSON, OF NEW

YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO THE L. A.

THOMPSON SCENIC RAILWAY LOMPA\IY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., A COR-

PORATION OF NEW JERSEY.

PLEASURE-RAILWAY.

Zatented July 10, 1906,

Application filed August 8,1905. Serial No. 273,231,

No. 825,431. Specification of Letters Patent.
Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, La Marcus A. Taomp- |
SON, a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York, county of New York, and State of

5 New York, have invented a new and useful

Improvement in Pleasure-Railways, of which

the folicwing is a full, clear, and exact de-

scription, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, which form a part of this
o specification.

The cbject of uy mvention is to produce a
novel pleasure-raiiway which will be attract-
ive to and give pleasure to the public seeking
amusement at parks or other pleasure—resorts.

My invention relates to that class of pleas-
ure-railways which are known as ‘‘scenic
raillways;’ and, speaking generally,; it con-
sists of the following: I take a building or
the ground -on which the railway is to be
20 erected and form a front wall thereon, a por-

tion of which isremoved, forming an opening.
Preferably I form this epening by an arch of
considerable length, width, and height. At
the rear of this arch or opening I erect frame-

25 work which ferms a closed background for
the opening or arch. Upon this framework 1
erect or form scenic effects, such as rock,
caves, waterfalls, &c. The scenic railway,
generally speaking, in the building or on the

30 ground is similar to those now erected. I,
however, make the following improvements,
which, in conjunction with what Thave just de-
scribed, forms my invention: Iprovidein ad-
dition as a part of the rail way or ways in-

35 clined parallel ways, one extending from be-
yond the arch or opening at one side down-
ward to a point below the level of the ground

or floor of the building and then 1'ising on the
cpposite side of the arch to a point beyond

40 thearch. The otherinclined way starts from
a point beyond the arch on the side opposite

to that which the first way started and like-
wise extends to a point below the level of the
ground or floor, rising on the opposite side of

45 the arch or opening, also to a point beyond
the arch or opening. I also provide ways or
tracks in the archway or open space and on
the floor of the building in front of the low
portion of the two inclines. The framework

so forming the rear of the opening or-arch also
supports at different levels the tracks or ways

of aportion of the scenicrailway. Bythis ar-
rangement a novel pleasure-railwayis formed

15

which not only gives pleasure to the rider
but also to the spectator, who stands in fron”
Lof the arch or opening, the rider being
brought suddenly from a point of obscuriiy
to a peint in full view of the spectator, oniy

Moreover, by having che tracks on the floor-
level in front of the incline-ways the riders
are at starting on the incline- -WAYS : and again
on the level br ought into view of the specta-
tors.

I will first describe the embodiment of my
invention as illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawings and then point out the inven-
tion in the claims.

In the drawings, IFigure 1 is a front eleva-
tion of my improved pleasure-railway. Fig.
2 is a diagrammatic plan view showing the
entire circuit of tracks and the outline of the
building.

A repxesentb the wall, forming the front of
the ground or bthldmﬂ in which my im-
proved pleasmb—rm]way is erected. A por-
tion of the front of this building is arched at
B, forming the open space C. The rear of
this arched or open portion is provided with

or other material to form the similicude of
scenic effects, such as rocks K, caves I, &e.
Also, a Wmelfml, as ab G, may be formed.
On the interior of this framework at dif-
ferent levels, so as to show among the scenic
effects, I secure the poriions H, 1, J, and K of
the pleasure-railway. A part of the railway
comprises ¢he inclines I and M and the in-
clines N O. The incline L starts from one
side beyond the arch or opening, so that iis
starting - point is concealed, and extends
downward, émerging into the open space

in said open space substantially to the cen-
ter therect, a portion of the lower end ex-
tending below the floor-level P. From this
lower end starts the incline ] M, which extends
upward beyond the opening 'tormed by the
arch at the side opposite to the starting-
point of incline L. The height of incline
M is less than that of incline L. The in-
cline N corresponds to incline 1, but ex-
tends from the opposite side of the arch to
that of incline L, and the incline O corre-
sponds to the incline M, but extends from the
central portion to the opposite side of the

again to be suddenly wichdrawn from view.

a framework D, which is covered with canvas

formed by the arch, and extends downward.
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opening from that of the incline M. The
incline O passes under its corresponding long
incline L. On the platform or floor in front
of the inclines L, M, N, and O in the open
space in front of the low persicns are placed
sections P’ and Q of the railway. .

In Fig. 2 T have shown the general layout
of the entire pleasure-railway. The car
starts upon the fracks or way portions P,
then passes up on incline portion R by cable,
(not shown,) thence around the portion and
loop S, appearing on the front of the frame-
work D at the portion H. It then proceeds
around to the incline L, thence up incline
M, thence around behind D to portion Q,
thence up incline portion I’ by cable, (not
shown,) thence around the loop and portion
U, appearing in front of framework D at
portion I, then down incline M and up incline
O under incline L, thence around on portion
V, appearing in front of framework D at J,
thence down on portion W around, appear-
ing in front of framework D at K, thence by
cable (not shown) up incline X and around on
portion Y to portion P/, the starting-point.
The invention is not limited to or intended to
be limited to the entire arrangement of
tracks or ways just described.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim, and desire to protect by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A pleasure-railway in which the ground
or building containing the railway 1s pro-
vided with a front wall, one portion of which
isremoved forming an opening, a pair of con-
tinuous incline-ways each extending from op-
posite sides of the opening toward the center
thereof, the high portion of each way being
beyond the opening and the lower portion
within the opening. -

2. A pleasure-railway in which the ground
or building containing the railway is pro-
vided with a front wall, a portion of which is
removed to form an opening, pairs of inclined
ways extending from opposite sides of the
opening, the upper portions of said ways be-
ing beyond the opening and the lower portion
within the opening.

3. A pleasure-railway in which the ground
or building containing the railway is pro-
vided with a front wall, a portion of which is

Temoved to form an opening, pairs of inclined

ways extending from opposite sides of the
opening, the upper portions of said ways be-
ing beyond the opening and the lower por-
tion within the opening, one way of each pair
of ways being of less height than its corre-
sponding way. :
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4. A pleasure-railway in which the ground
or building containing the railway is pro-
vided with a front wall) a portion of which is
removed to form an opening, pairs of inclined
ways extending from opposite sides of the
opening, the upper portions of said ways be-
ing beyond the opening and the lower por-
tion within the opening, one way of each pair
of ways being of less height than its corre-
sponding way and passing underneath its
corresponding way.

5. A pleasure-railway in which the ground
or building containing the railway is pro-
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vided with a front wall, a portion of which is -

arched to form an opening, pairs of inclined
ways extending from opposite sides of the
opening, the upper portions of said ways be-

ing beyond the opening and the lower por-

tion within the opening. .

6. A pleasure-railway structure compris-
ing a building having a main central part of
comparatively great depth and side wings of
lesser depth, and a continuous track or way
occupying the upper and lower portions of
the central part of the building, and the up-
per part only of the side wings.

7. A pleasure-railway structure compris-
ing a building consisting of side wings and a
central part having an open front, scenic
effects within the central part of the build-
ing and observable through the open front
thereof, and a continuous track or way trav-
ersing the upper part only of the side wings
and both the upper and lower parts of the
central part of the building.

8. A pleasure-railway structure compris-
ing a building of considerable width having
the central part of its front wall cut away,
scenic effects within the building observable
through said central opening, and a continu-
ous track or way traversing the upper part of
the building throughout substantially its en-
tire width and traversing substantially that
portion of the lower part of the building to
the rear of the central opening.

9. A pleasure-railway structure compris-
ing a building having a central and end por-
tions and a continuous track occupying the
upper and lower portion of the central por-
tion of the building and the upper part only
of the end portions.

In testimony of which invention I have
hereuntoset my hand, at the city of New York,
on this 1st day of August, 1905.

: LA MARCUS A. THOMPSON,

Witnesses:

RoOSE A. SPRINGER,
Hexry Beworr.
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