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\o (57) Abstract: An electronic shopping mall includes a display (214) for showing a customer products offered by an on-line merchant
(312). The customer makes a product selection (322) and is asked to guarantee payment for the order, including any associated tax
and shipping charges. The electronic shopping mall also includes a cash acceptor (208). The customer may select a cash payment
— option (326) and deposit paper currency in the cash acceptor (208). The electronic shopping mall includes an automatic recognition
circuit that authenticates and values such paper currency. When the customer deposits sufficient cash to pay for the order, the on-line
merchant receives the order and proceeds to arrange shipping. The customer may also provide shipping information at the electronic
shopping mall by way of keyboard entry (216) or by presenting an electronic access card. The electronic access card includes a unique
customer identifier. The unique customer identifier is used to access a database (112) having the customer’s shipping address. The
database (112) also includes a record indicating any previous balance the customer may have accumulated.
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