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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, RowLaND DOUGLASS a
citizen of the Umted States, residing at va-
erse City, in the county of Grand Traverse

5 and State of Michigan, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvemeuts in Shoe-
Stretchers, of which the following is a.speci-
fication, reference being had therem to the ac-
companying drawings.

to  The invention has particular reference to a
shoe-stretcher provided with means for pre-
venting the last from slipping when w1thm
the shoe duaring the operation of stretching
and the plesent invention consists in a novel

15 type of holding device and in the peculiar
construction, arrangement, and combination
of its various parts, as will be more fully here-
inafter described, and shown in the drawings,
in which—

zo Figure 1 is a view in elevation of the shoe-
streteher, showing it as applied to a shoe.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of my improved
stretcher. Fig. 3 is.a sectional view of the
last, illustrating the spreading mechanism;

25 and Fig.4is a sectlon through the adjusting
mechanlsm for the holding dev1ce

The reference-letter A deswnates adivided
last of ordinary construetion, comprising the
complementary members B and C, hinged to

3o eachotherat the heel. The members are pro-
vided with the usual complementary grooves
D and with lateral openings E, as shown
The mechanism for Spreadan the last mem-
bers consists, essentially, of a threaded rod
35 or screw I, having a handle or head & at its
ounterend. Thescrewextends within the last,
engaging the usual screw-threaded nut H

within the openings E, Fig. 3, and carrying |

atits free end the wedge-shaped head I, which

40 is swiveled to the rod in the usual manner.

The head I when moved forwardly by the

‘turning of the screw spreads the last mem-
bers in the ordinary wmanner.

My improved holding device for securmg

45 the last within the shoe comprises a yoke J,

threaded upon the rod F, a link K, the ends

of which are pivoted to the yoke at L L, and

a second link or arm M, which in turn has

a pivotal connection with the link K. The

so latter link is adapted to extend upon oppo-

site sides of the shoe, as shown in Fig. 1, and

to progect some distance beyond the depend-
ing heel O. The arm projects rearwardly
from its support and bears directly against
the front of the heel, thus preventing any ss
backward movement of the last.

In order that the stretcher may be readily
applied to shoes of different types and of va-
rious sizes, I have provided means for adjust-
ing the holding device upon its support in or- 60 .
der that the link or arm M may be properly
fitted to the heel to lock the last from end-
wise movement.

The adjusting mechanism referred to is in
the form of a nut Q, which has a threaded 65
engagement with the rod F and isswiveled to
or within the yokeJ. By turning the nut the

_yoke and connected links supported thereby

may be shifted to or from the shoe, as desired.

While I haveshown and described the hold- 7o
ing device as applied to the heel of the shoe,
it is to be understood that my invention in-
cludes mechanism of any type capabie of en-
gaging the exterior of the shoe and carried or
supported by the last-operating mechanism. 75

What I claim as my invention is—

1. Inashoe-stretcher, the combination with
the last, mechanism for actuating the last in
the shoe, and means for preventing the back
slipping of the last within said shoe, compris- 8o
ing a rigid holding device carried by the ac-
tuating mechanism and constructed to en-
gage the exterior of the shoe.

2. A shoe-stretcher consisting of a last, an
actuating mechanism therefor, a frame or bar 85
carried by the actuating- mechamsm and
means for rigidly eonnectmg said frame or
bar to the exterior of the shoe.

3. Inashoe-stretcher, the combination with
a divided last, an operating device for spread- 9o
ing the last membels and means for holding
the last within the shoe, said means bemg
supported by the operating device and con-
structed to engage the depending heel of the
shoe. 95

4. Inashoe-stretcher, the combination with
a divided last, an operating device for spread-
ing the last members, and means for holding
the last within the shoe during the operation
of stretehing comprising a yoke carried by 100
the operating device and connected linkssup-
ported by the yokg(o;ne of said links being
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adapted to bear against the depending heel
of the shoe.

5. Inashoe-stretcher, thecombination with
adivided last, an operating device forspread-
ing the last members, mechanism for prevent-
ing the slipping of the last within the shoe
during the operation of stretching, compris-
ing a yoke adjustably secured upon the op-
erating device, and connected links depend-
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ing from the yoke, one of which is adapted to 16

bear against the heel of the shoe, and means
for adjusting the yoke upon its support.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
ROWLAND DOUGLASS.
Witnesses:
A. J. MAYNARD,
H. J. GASAHL.




